
 
 UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
 REGION IX 
 75 Hawthorne Street 
 San Francisco, CA  94105 

Clean Water Act Compliance Office                                                                                                              
Inspection Report 

 
Site Location:   Port of Redwood City adjacent to: 

Sims Metal Management  
 699 Seaport Blvd. 
 Redwood City, CA 94603   
  
Date and Time of Visit: August 25, 2011  
 10:15 am (Entry) 
 1:00 pm (Exit)  
 
Site Owner and/or Operator: Port of Redwood City (Port or Owner) 
 Sims Metal Management (Sims or Operator/Tennant) 
 
Site Contact: Donald Snaman (650-306-4150) (Port) 
 Mariya Semeit (650-369-4161) (Sims) 
 
Conducted by: Luis Garcia-Bakarich (EPA CWA Compliance Office) 
 Greg Nagle (EPA Laboratory) 
 
Accompanied by:  
 
Summary Prepared by: Luis Garcia-Bakarich 
  
Report Finalized on:  
 
 
Site Visit Purpose 
EPA visited the site to conduct soil and residue sampling along the shoreline of Redwood Creek and 
adjacent to storm water conveyance structures to better understand potential pollution constituents 
industrial activities at Sims to Waters of the U.S. either directly or via storm water and non-storm water 
discharges.   
 
EPA had conducted a storm water inspection at the Sims facility on March 4, 2011, and had observed 
industrial activities that occur beyond the control of a perimeter storm water containment berm and 
associate on-site storm water collection and retention system that was identified by the facility as their 
principal storm water pollution prevention tool.  During the March inspection, EPA also observed 
accumulated material including shredding residue, scrap metal, and other debris associated with Sims’ 
industrial activities in areas either in direct contact with Waters of the U.S.  or  in areas where they could 
become entrained in storm water discharges to Waters of the U.S. via storm water conveyance 
structures.  
 



A sampling and analysis plan (SAP) was developed and approved by the EPA Region 9 Quality 
Assurance Office.  The SAP identified the target sample locations, sample collection methods, the 
constituents to be sampled for, and the methods by which the constituents will be analyzed.  The EPA 
Region 9 Laboratory followed standard operating procedures (SOP) for sample labeling and chain of 
custody protocol.  Luis Garcia-Bakarich provided field-level technical direction for specific sample 
locations, and Greg Nagle collected the samples in accordance with the SAP.      
 
Site Visit Summary 
Luis Garcia-Bakarich and Greg Nagle (EPA) made contact with Don Snaman with the Port of Redwood 
City shortly after 10:00 am.  Mr. Snaman provided EPA with a Port’s security contact who facilitated 
access to the Redwood Creek shoreline.  A sea-faring ship was at berth and was preparing to receive 
materials from the Sims Facility (IMGP0713, 0726, 0728, and 0729).  It was unclear if loading had 
commenced prior to EPAs arrival, however, loading operations were underway by the time that EPA 
departed the Port’s property.  In all, EPA took 8 sediment samples from three general locations; the 
Redwood Creek shoreline, areas adjacent to storm water catchment structures along Herkner Drive, and 
a storm water conveyance ditch along Seaport Blvd to the east of the facility.  The excerpt from the 
Storm Water Utility Map and the map associated with the SAP should provide geographical reference to 
the narrative nature of this report.  
 
Redwood Creek Shoreline Area Samples: 
EPA took 3 sediment samples among the rip-rap and pier footings that underlie the ship loading 
conveyor; 2 on the south side that were approximately 3 feet apart (IMGP0718, 0719, 0721, and 0722) 
and 1 on the north side (IMGP0723 and 0724).  After completing these three sample collections, EPA 
exited the Redwood Creek Shoreline area. 
 
Redwood Creek Shoreline Area Observations: 
• The Redwood Creek shoreline is mostly lined with rip-rap composed of broken concrete rubble 

(IMGP0713, 0728, and 0729). 
• When compared with observations made during the March 4, 2011 inspection, accumulated residue 

on the shore and conveyor structure appeared to have been mostly removed (IMGP0714-0717, 0720, 
0723, and 0724).   

• During sample collection it became apparent that residues were diverse in consistency where some 
remained as fine sediment and other residues had become amalgamated into a brittle mass. 

• Some of the gaps in the containment walls along the catchment platform appear to have been 
eliminated, though one or two may still remain along the southern wall (IMGP0715).   

• Potential non-storm water discharges were noted on the catchment platform surface (IMGP0716 and 
0717).   

• A tractor was observed being loaded into the hold of the ship.  Source of the tractor was unknown, 
however no trailer was observed and an identical make and model (John Deere 650-G) had been 
previously observed on the Sims facility. 

 
Herkner Drive Area Storm Water Catchment Samples: 
EPA took 4 samples from areas adjacent to the mapped storm water catchment basins.  Three of these 
catch basins were among rail lines, and samples were taken from the most obvious route of entry to the 
storm water conveyance system.  For Catch Basin #12, the sample was taken from an apparent opening 
under a steel plate that could convey storm water to the catch basin (IMGP0731-0733).  For Catch Basin 
#13, the sample was taken from within basin vault itself (IMGP0734-0736).  For Catch Basin #14, the 
sample was taken from materials perched directly above the grate and perforated filter fabric 



(IMGP0737).  For Catch Basin #15/16, the sample was taken from the areas surrounding the catch basin 
inlet (IMGP0738, 0739, 0743, and 0748). 
 
Herkner Drive Area Observations: 
• The mapped location Catch Basin #12 was covered by a steel plate and the catch basin itself could 

not be verified.  Steel plates are common covers for storm water catch basins to protect the basin 
from large debris and heavy equipment or other vehicle operation.  A tunnel was observed along the 
northern edge of the plate by which storm water could access the catch basin, and the sample 
collection took place at this location.  (IMGP0731-0733) 

• Catch Basin #13 had a coarse grate that was removed by Luis Garcia-Bakarich, and the catch basin 
vault had accumulated debris that almost blocks the vault outlet.  Since the vault was accessible, the 
sample was collected from within the catch basin.  The grate was replaced after the sample 
collection was complete.  (IMGP0734-0736) 

• Metal scraps including insulated wires and other shredding residues such as foam and hose pieces 
were noted in the rail road track area in the vicinity of the catch basins #12-13. 

• Catch Basin #14 was covered by accumulated residue or sediment and a severely deteriorated and 
perforated fabric.  A boot scrape uncovered the grate and revealed the deteriorated fabric. The fabric 
appeared to have been worn away over the grate and have at least one hole punched through the 
fabric.  The sample was collected from the material on top of the fabric closest to the puncture hole 
and areas of deterioration. (IMGP0737) 

• Non-storm water discharges were observed entering the gutter and Catch Basin #15/16 via water 
truck that over-sprayed the facility containment berm presumably for dust control purposed.  Source 
of the contents of the water truck was not confirmed.  (IMGP0727, 0730, 0744-0748) 

• Catch Basin #15/16 *note:  In the mapped location of catch basins #15 and #16, only one catch basin 
was observed.  The catch basin inlet was partially protected by a heavy fabric.  The sample was 
collected from the surface on the curb that was perched over the gutter and the catch basin.  
(IMGP0743)   

• Residue discharges were observed falling from the aerial portions of the conveyor to the street area 
after the conveyor had been operating for approximately 30 minutes. 

• A street sweeping vehicle began cleaning the street areas while EPA was concluding collections at 
the CB#15/16 location. (IMGP0749, 0750, and 0753) 

 
Seaport Blvd. Area Ditch Sample: 
EPA changed locations again and surveyed the area and drainage ditch to the east of the facility, along 
Seaport Blvd.  EPA took a sediment sample from the drainage ditch near the south east emergency 
access gate for the facility (IMGP0756).   
 
Seaport Blvd. Area Observations: 
• Obsolete rails were discarded into the drainage ditch that runs along Seaport Blvd to the east of the 

Sims facility (IMGP0754-0755).  The discarded rails are not suspected of being associated with 
Sims operations however were noted associated with the storm water conveyance system. 

 
EPA concluded the site visit and departed at approximately 1pm.  At no point did EPA contact Sims 
personnel or enter the Sims facility. 
 
Attachments 
Inspection Photos 
Photo Log 
Partial Scan of Port of Redwood City Storm Water Utility Map 



Sampling and Analysis Plan 
Sampling results 
Aerial Image of Actual Sampling Locations 



 
 UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
 REGION IX 
 75 Hawthorne Street 
 San Francisco, CA  94105 
 
 
 
 

Sims Metals Management  
Residue Sampling Inspection Photo Log 

8.25.2011 
 
EPA Participants: 
Luis Garcia-Bakarich – Clean Water Act Compliance Office (Photographer) 
Greg Nagle – Region 9 Laboratory  
 
Camera: 
Pentax Optio W80 #S63267 
 
IMGP0712:  Title shot, taken post entrance interview with Port of Redwood City staff. 
 
IMGP0713:  Photo taken from shoreline access gate.  A ship is at berth to receive materials from 
Sims.  Rip-rap shoreline depicted in the foreground is relatively unimpacted by industrial 
activities.   
 
IMGP0714:  Shoreline south-side of ship-loading conveyor footing.  The mound depicted is 
cement that was poured or spilled over the rip-rap with significant iron-oxide staining.  “Bath-tub 
ring” is visible on the wall as evidence of former extent of residues that had accumulated on the 
south side of the conveyor structure. 
 
IMGP0715:  South side of the catchment platform with potential gap in the barrier wall. 
 
IMGP0716:  Deck of the catchment platform with non-storm water on the deck surface. 
 
IMGP0717:  Land-side edge of the catchment platform with non-storm water saturating the area. 
 
IMGP0718:  Sample Sims #1 –sampling location at the eastern-most footing on the south side of 
the catchment platform/conveyor.   
 
IMGP0719:  Sample Sims #1 – same as IMGP0718 – different photo angle to demonstrate 
proximity to facility equipment. 
 
IMGP0720:  Concrete mound previously discussed in IMGP0714 from the opposite angle and 
close-up.  “Bath-tub ring” is clearer along the wall face along with loose debris on the surface of 
the concrete mass. 
 



IMGP0721:  Sample Sims #2 – approximately 3’ from Sims#1 towards Redwood Creek.  This 
sample attempted to capture amalgamated residues. 
 
IMGP0722:   General location of Sample Sims #1 and #2 sampling location and the observed 
staining on the rip-rap.   
 
IMGP0723:  Sample Sims #3 – sampling location on the north side of the catchment 
platform/conveyor.  Iron oxide staining was prevalent on the rip-rap, and residual evidence of 
extent of accumulated residues is visible on the wall and rip-rap. 
 
IMGP0724:  Sample Sims #3 – same as IMGP0273 
 
IMGP0725:  North side of the catchment platform. 
 
IMGP0726:  Ship is loading John Deer 650-G tractor into the hold from the wharf.  A tractor of 
the same make and model was observed on a previous inspection on the Sims facility:  
(IMGP0251 – March 4, 2011 Inspection Report). 
 
IMGP0727:  Rail spur with conveyor over the transportation routes, and water truck on the Sims 
facility spraying water (presumably for dust suppression) that is falling outside the Sims facility 
and creating a non-storm water discharge.   
 
IMGP0728:  Photo of the ship identified as “Kostas N” home port in Kingstown, St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines.  Shoreline rip-rap is relatively unimpacted by industrial activities.   
 
IMGP0729:  Photo of the port side of the ship and the relatively unimpacted shoreline.   
 
IMGP0730:  Similar to IMGP0727, however water truck is going in the reverse direction and 
still creating non-stormwater discharges. 
 
IMGP0731:  Steel plate cover at the mapped location of Catch Basin #12.  Metal and foam debris 
was observed scattered throughout this location.  Gap between grade and lip of the plate created 
a potential route for storm water discharge to the catch basin.    
 
IMGP0732:  Close-up of IMGP0731 
 
IMGP0733:  Sample Catch Basin #12 – sampling location at the location of most likely storm 
water access point to the catch basin. 
 
IMGP0734:  Sample Catch Basin #13, again metal, foam, insulation, hose pieces and other 
debris observed scattered throughout the location. 
 
IMGP0735:  Sample Catch Basin #13 vault after grate had been removed.  Outlet pipe is nearly 
choked closed.  Metal, plastic, foam and other debris was observed.  Sample location at CB#13 
was collected from within the vault. 
 
IMGP0736:  Sample Catch Basin #13 – same as IMGP0735 with flash.   
 



IMGP0737:  Sample Catch Basin #14 – completely obscured by accumulated residue from the 
conveyor.  The grate was discovered after a boot scrape.  Grate had been covered by some sort of 
fabric, however it had been punctured and was worn thin over the grate.  Sample was taken from 
this area.  
 
IMGP0738:  Sample Catch Basin #15/16 – was partially protected by some sort of heavy filter 
fabric.  Non-stormwater discharges from Sims are depicted migrating towards the catch basin.  
Residue and sediment was observed on the pavement above the catch basin with potential to 
become entrained in storm water and non-storm water discharges to the catch basin.   
*Note:  The Port of Redwood City identifies two catch basins (#15 and #16) in very close 
proximity to each other, however only one catch basin could be identified in the field so they are  
identified herein as CB #15/16 
 
IMGP0739:  Same as IMGP0738 – different orientation of the camera.   
 
IMGP0740:  Conveyor belt tensioning system. 
 
IMGP0741:  Same as IMGP0741 without flash.   
 
IMGP0742:  Non storm water discharges from the Sims facility into the gutter to the north of the 
conveyor.   
 
IMGP0743:  Sediment/residue sample (Sample Catch Basin #15/16) being collected from on top 
of the curb. 
 
IMGP0744:  Water truck spraying water over containment barrier creating a non-storm water 
discharge. 
 
IMGP0745:  Water truck spraying water over containment barrier creating a non-stormwater 
discharge.   
 
IMGP0746:  Water truck spraying water over containment barrier creating a non-stormwater 
discharge. 
 
IMGP0747:  Wetted area beyond the containment barrier that resulted from non-stormwater 
discharge. 
 
IMGP0748:  Non-storm water discharging into CB#15/16. 
 
IMGP0749:  Street sweeper. 
 
IMGP0750:  Tennant “Sentinel” #10032 street sweeper – a street sweep of same make and 
model with identical identifier number stenciled on the side was previously observed on the Sims 
facility during the March 4, 2011 inspection (IMGP0216 and 0302). 
 
IMGP0751:  Stormwater pump house that is part of the storm sewer conveyance system. 
 
IMGP0752:  Stormwater discharge lines that discharge to Redwood Creek.   



 
IMGP0753:  Street sweeper operating along Herkner Drive under the ship loading conveyor. 
 
IMGP0754:  Discarded rails in the drainage ditch along the eastern boundary of the Sims facility. 
 
IMGP0755:  More discarded rails in the drainage ditch along the eastern boundary of the Sims 
facility. 
 
IMGP0756:  Sample Sims DD - sample location near the south east emergency access gate.   
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