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Certification ProgramCertification Program……yes or no?yes or no?


 
Why does the CNMI have an Operator Why does the CNMI have an Operator 
Certification program?Certification program?


 

What kind, how many PWS are in CNMI?What kind, how many PWS are in CNMI?


 
How does CNMI conduct OpHow does CNMI conduct Op--Cert testing?Cert testing?


 

WhatsWhats New!New!



CertificationCertification……yes or no?yes or no?


 

Brief DescriptionBrief Description
–– Early 2000, compliance of the Drinking Water Early 2000, compliance of the Drinking Water 

Regulation was not goodRegulation was not good
–– Prompted CNMI DEQ water certification for Prompted CNMI DEQ water certification for 

water operators, but NOT required by our water operators, but NOT required by our 
CNMI Drinking Water RegulationsCNMI Drinking Water Regulations

–– Under another jurisdiction for certifying our Under another jurisdiction for certifying our 
CNMI water operators. CNMI water operators. 

–– 11stst paper exam in the CNMI administered by paper exam in the CNMI administered by 
GEPA  on GEPA  on FebruaryFebruary 14, 200214, 2002



Why does CNMI have a Why does CNMI have a 
Certification Program?Certification Program?


 

40 CFR 142.2 40 CFR 142.2 –– definition of definition of ““StateState””
–– ““StateState means one of the States of the United means one of the States of the United 

States, the District of Columbia, the States, the District of Columbia, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin 
Islands, Guam, American Samoa, the Islands, Guam, American Samoa, the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
IslandsIslands, the Trust Territories of the Pacific, , the Trust Territories of the Pacific, 
or an eligible Indian tribe.or an eligible Indian tribe.””


 

Primacy over TCR since Nov 1982.Primacy over TCR since Nov 1982.



Operator Certification ProgramOperator Certification Program



 
No certification No certification 
requirements in 1982 requirements in 1982 
regs.regs.



 
Guam EPA  Guam EPA  -- paper paper 
exams: 2000 exams: 2000 –– 20062006



New Regs in July 2005New Regs in July 2005



First Exam, Feb 2007First Exam, Feb 2007


 

Mr. Cecilio RaiukiulipiyMr. Cecilio Raiukiulipiy



PWS in the CNMIPWS in the CNMI

















Certified OperatorsCertified Operators
TreatmentTreatment DistributionDistribution

OO--II--TT 00 00

Class 1Class 1 2828 2525

Class 2Class 2 1616 55

Class 3Class 3 11 00

Class 4Class 4 00 11

TotalTotal 4545 3131

Total number of people currently certified: 57Total number of people currently certified: 57



Certified OperatorsCertified Operators

57 certified operators57 certified operators

Total population ~ 65,000Total population ~ 65,000

Almost 1 operator for every 1,000 peopleAlmost 1 operator for every 1,000 people
or or 

~0.1 % of the population is a certified water ~0.1 % of the population is a certified water 
operatoroperator



Web Based TestingWeb Based Testing



 
Started Feb 2007Started Feb 2007



 
120 exams as of June 120 exams as of June 
20092009



 
Average about 1 Average about 1 
exam a weekexam a week



IDID’’s & Passwordss & Passwords
ID

 

PW

 

Last Name      First Name   Test Date
234766321

 

KS22PMTY

 

Tanaka

 

Toshio

 

4/3/2009
885534563

 

KS22PMTY

 

Nabong

 

Promencio

 

4/7/2009
227457323

 

KS22PMTY

 

Sacramento      Abelardo

 

4/7/2009
113475684

 

KS22PMTY

 

Raiukiulipiy        Cecilio

 

4/22/2009
234888232

 

KS22PMTY

 

Cruz

 

Arnel

 

5/20/2009
845538392

 

KS22PMTY

 

Villanueva          Reynaldo    6/16/2009
238495823

 

KS22PMTY
384593849

 

KS22PMTY
388493829

 

KS22PMTY
834952934

 

KS22PMTY

How does CNMI conduct Op-Cert 
Testing?















ExamExam


 

Proctor keeps track of time (not computer)Proctor keeps track of time (not computer)


 
May have to reMay have to re--loglog--in if the internet in if the internet 
connection is interruptedconnection is interrupted



HOT of the PRESS!HOT of the PRESS!


 

In June 2009, CNMI DEQ has signed into In June 2009, CNMI DEQ has signed into 
agreement with the Association of Board agreement with the Association of Board 
of Certification to conduct and administer of Certification to conduct and administer 
Wastewater Treatment and Wastewater Wastewater Treatment and Wastewater 
Collection OnCollection On--line testing. line testing. 


 

Testing soon to be offered in the next 2 Testing soon to be offered in the next 2 
weeks!weeks!



Web exam Web exam vsvs Paper examPaper exam



 
Low volumeLow volume



 
Available any work Available any work 
dayday



 
Available at many Available at many 
different locations different locations 
(other islands)(other islands)



 
Results immediatelyResults immediately



 
Topic area breakdownTopic area breakdown



 
Computer fear?Computer fear?



 
High volumeHigh volume



 
Only twice a yearOnly twice a year



 
Usually one locationUsually one location



 
Have to wait 2 Have to wait 2 
months for resultsmonths for results



 
More user friendly?More user friendly?



ChallengesChallenges


 

Language barriersLanguage barriers
–– Filipino (lots of English, but vocabulary a Filipino (lots of English, but vocabulary a 

problem)problem)
–– ChineseChinese
–– KoreanKorean


 

Computer literacyComputer literacy



Plans for the futurePlans for the future


 

Field staff on Tinian and Rota trained as Field staff on Tinian and Rota trained as 
proctors.proctors.



Questions?Questions?

Thank you!Thank you!

My contact information:My contact information:

Juliana de la RosaJuliana de la Rosa
SDWIS/STATE AdministratorSDWIS/STATE Administrator
julianadelarosa@deq.gov.mpjulianadelarosa@deq.gov.mp
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