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Honcraple Howard Coble
House ¢f Reprasentatives
washington, D. €. 2051%

Dear Mp. Coble:

This is in respense to your March 17, 1§92 letter o
Mr. William K. Reilly, Administrator, U. S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), regquesting a clarificaticn on the
applicability of the asbestos naticnal emigsion standard for
hazardous air pollutants (NESHAP) (40 CFR Seection 61, Subpart M)
to tha "intentional! murning® of buildings.

Under tha asbestos NESHAP, the intenticnal burning of a
puilding is considered a "dsmolition" as defined in Sectiecn
61.141. The agbastos NESHAF appliaas to the damolition eof
facilities where the amount of asbestos-containing material (ACM)
is g¢reater than or equal %o 80 linear metars on pipes or 15
gquare metars on other facility components (§61.141). The
gatinition of a "facility" includes "any institutional,
sommercial, public, industrial or residential satructure®
(§61.141). Rasidential structuree with four or fawer dwalling
units are exempt from the NESHAP. When a structure is being
intentionally burnaed down for the purposs of & fire training,
that structure ig being used for institutional purposes, and is
therefcre considered an lastitutional building.

When the anount of ACM in the building is less tham the
threshold anounts discugsed above, the asbeatos NESHAP only
raquires the following: (1) that an inspectien of the building
be conducted and; (2) that the owner or operator notify EPA or
tha delegated authoerity ¢f the demglitiun at least 19 days in
advance of commencing the demelition operation.

We do not believe that the requirement te conduct an
ingpection is a new reguirement., Although this inspuction
raquirement is explicitly stated fcor the first time in the
November 1990 revisicns to the asbestcs NESHAP, it was always an
implicit requirement which was necessary to detarmine the amount
of asbastos in a facility. The EPA deoes not require that the
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inspection be conducted by an accredited inspector. Wwhere z firs
training is being conducted, the insgection can be performed by 2
member of the fire departmenl., It is likely that the fire
Zepartment will cenduct, for safety purposas, an lnspecticn of
the building whiuli they lntend €& burn. During that inspection,
the fire department can also ilnspect for material which may
contalu eskestos. It 18 not necessary for fire departments =¢
pay for environmental audits by accredited inspectors. '

In conclusion, I do not believe that the inspection
resuirement in the ashastos NESHAP will impese any additional
acononic burden on firs departments wishing to conduct a fire
training. If you have any additional questions, please contact

Scott Throwe at {7033308-8489,

I appreciats the opportunity to be of service teo you, and
trust this information will be helpful t¢ you.

Sincerely,
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/L John $\ Seitz
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octor
Office of Air Quality Planning
and Standards





