
Robert M. Burgess, Research Physical Scientist, in EPA’s National 

Health and Environmental Effects Research Laboratory 

 

Atlantic Ecology Division 

Mailing Address  

 

burgess.robert@epa.gov 

 

Area of Expertise: My research focuses on better understanding the partitioning and 

distribution of organic and metal contaminants in the environment. The goal of this work is to 

predict the bioavailability of anthropogenic contaminants in order to assess the probability of 

adverse ecological effects.  Specifically, most recently, this research has emphasized the use of 

passive samplers for measuring the bioavailability of legacy and emerging contaminants, 

including nanomaterials, in the marine environment.  This research is intended to inform 

environmental managers and regulators to generate sound and effective environmental 

protection. 
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