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The BIGGEST thing toThe BIGGEST thing to 
remember aboutremember about the TRIthe TRI 
database is that it is notdatabase is that it is not 
static! Chemicals arestatic! Chemicals are 
added/removed (delisted),added/removed (delisted), 
and reporting requirementsand reporting requirements 
change!change! 
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This is of most importance 
when analyzing TRENDS!
This is of most importance 
when analyzing TRENDS! 
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Reporting to TRI began… 
The Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know 
Act, i.e. EPCRA (pronounced “ep-kra” – short “a”) was 
enacted as part of the Superfund Amendments and 
Reauthorization Act of 1986, aka SARA Title III. President 
Ronald Reagan signed into law on October 17, 1986. 

Final rule was published February 16, 1988 (53 Fed. Reg. 
4500). 

Reports were first due for the 1987 calendar year on or 
before July 1, 1988, and yearly thereafter 
on or before July 1st for the previous year’s 
activity. 



Congress utilized existing lists from 

the states of 


Maryland and New Jersey
 
to establish the first TRI list of 


308 individually listed chemicals &
 
20 chemical categories
 

for reporting
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REMEMBER!! 



What exactly are…tha data…and 

reporting
 
that we 


keep referring to anyway?
 

TRI is all about chemicals:
 
Tha Good,
 
Tha Bad, &
 
Tha Ugly
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How many “toxic” chemicals are we talking about?
 

 Currently, there are 594 individually listed “toxic” chemicals and 31
 
“toxic” chemical categories. Do not use the term “hazardous.” ∑ 625
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So, what are categories? 
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Essentially groupings of like chemicals 
for example: 

Polycyclic aromatic compounds 
Metal compounds, e.g. 

Antimony compounds 
Chromium compounds 
Lead compounds 
Mercury compounds 

Dissocyanates 
Dioxin & dioxin-like compounds 
Nitrate compounds 
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Total number of TRI chemicals on list has changed 

1988 Core Chemicals = 296
 

1991 Core Chemicals = 313
 

1995 Core Chemicals = 588
 

1998 Core Chemicals = 588
 

2000 Core Chemicals = 608
 

From TRI Explorer 2001 Core Chemicals = 610
 

2011 Core Chemicals = 624
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Core Chemicals
 

Core TRI chemicals for a particular 
year, e.g., 1995 (282 chemicals 
added), are all the TRI chemicals 
reportable in 1995 minus any of the 
TRI chemicals in 1995 which have 
been later delisted or whose reporting 
requirements have changed, e.g., 
threshold. 
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Initially, TRI reporting was all about 

amounts of chemicals released to air, 

land, and water, and amounts treated.
 

Effective for 1991 RY (reporting year)
 
Section 8, Form R, “Source Reduction 


and Recycling Activities”
 
became mandatory
 

per the Pollution 

Prevention 

Act 1990
 



Effective for RY 2000, reports due on 

or before July 1, 2001, a new class of 


chemicals was added to the TRI. 


Persistent Bioaccumulative Toxins, 

aka PBT’s 


Biggest impact, 

thresholds were 


significantly lowered! 
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Who Has to Report to TRI?
 
• Facility must be in a covered primary industry sector or category NAICS 

code, including Federal Facilities (excluded from NAICS): 

Coal/Oil HazardousManufacturing Certain Mining Federal Facilities
electricity WasteFacilities
generation Management 

• Primary, associated with the process resulting in most revenue 
• Facility must have at least 10 full-time employees or the equivalent of 

20,000 hours worked in the year… 
• Facility must “manufacture, process or otherwise use” more than a 

threshold amount (pounds) of a TRI toxic chemical in a year 

(NOTE: ALL 3 REQUIREMENTS MUST BE MET YEARLY)
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Changes to reporting requirements began…
 

Thresholds, for example, for the original list of TRI chemicals 

“Manufacturing & Processing” = 75,000 lbs/yr for 1987 

“Manufacturing & Processing” = 50,000 lbs/yr for 1988 

“Manufacturing & Processing” = 25,000 lbs/yr for 1989 & 
thereafter 

“Otherwise Using” = 10,000 lbs/yr for all 
years 
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What is the Toxics Release Inventory (TRI)? 

•	 TRI maintains data (amounts) 
submitted by industry on releases 
and waste management of toxic 
chemicals from certain facilities on a 
yearly basis. 

•	 TRI collects information on: 

Waste	 PollutionReleases Recycling
transfers prevention 
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Original SIC codes covered under EPCRA §313 
• SIC code = Standard Industrial Classification code (maximum 4 

digits) 

• Major Group codes 20 – 39 (Manufacturing) covered in law 

•	 Effective for Reporting Year (RY) 1998, 7 Sectors, outside the 
above SIC code range, were added to TRI reporting obligations: 

• SIC Code 10 (except 1011, 1081, 1094) Metal Mining 

• SIC Code 12 (except 1241) Coal Mining 

• SIC Codes 4911, 4931, 4939 Electric G enerating Facilities (oil or coal) 
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Total Lead Releases to Land 1995 - 2007 
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TRI EXPLORER – RELEASE CHEMICAL REPORT 
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TRI EXPLORER 
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TRI.NET 
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TRI.NET 
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Useful EPA Internet 
Addresses 
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Toxic Release Inventory & other addresses: 

• TRI Homepage 
http://www2.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-program 

• EPA Envirofacts 
http://www.epa.gov/enviro/ 

• TRI Explorer 
http://iaspub.epa.gov/triexplorer/tri_release.chemical 

• Enforcement Compliance & History Online (ECHO) 
http://www.epa-echo.gov/echo/ 
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http://www.epa-echo.gov/echo
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Toxic Release Inventory & other addresses continued: 

• EPA’s Audit Policy homepage 
http://www2.epa.gov/compliance/epas-audit-policy 

• National Service Center for Environmental Publications (NSCEP) 
http://www2.epa.gov/nscep 

• TRI.NET Homepage 
http://www2.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-program/trinet 
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http://www2.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-program/trinet
http://www2.epa.gov/nscep
http://www2.epa.gov/compliance/epas-audit-policy


TRI & 
EPCRA 313 HOTLINE NUMBER: 

1-800-424-9346 







Contact Information
 

Morton (“Mort”) Wakeland, 

U.S. EPA Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue 

Waste Compliance III Section 
Compliance Assurance & 

Enforcement Division
 
Dallas, Texas
 

214.665.8116
 
wakeland.morton@epa.gov
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