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Area of Expertise: Impact of historical mining activities on people and ecosystems in the 

southwestern United States. Historic mining, particularly gold, copper and silver mining from the 

mid 1800’s to the early 1900’s, has left numerous abandoned mines and associated mine waste 

near small, remote towns across the southwest. Because of transportation limitations during the 

mining era, the workers tended to live close to the mines, and these towns grew up around the 

workings and mills. Due to the boom and bust cycle of mining, along with the change from 

underground mining to large open pit and heap leach operations, most of these former boom 

towns have a much smaller population than in their heyday. The typically underserved and often 

lower income populations of these small remote towns suggest a closer look is warranted.  
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