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Area of Expertise: John Darling’s research focuses primarily on applying genetic methods to 

understand the spread of aquatic invasive species in order to better inform risk analysis and the 

design of effective policy and management strategies. His work ranges from utilization of 

population genetic and phylogeographic approaches for reconstructing invasion histories to the 

development of genetic tools for early detection and monitoring. He is also interested in the 

problem of translating scientific knowledge into appropriate management action. 
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 Ph.D. in Biology, 1999, University of Pennsylvania 

 M.A. in Environmental and Ecological Ethics, 2004, Boston University 

 B.A. in Molecular Biology and Biochemistry, 1993, Wesleyan University 
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 Senior Research Biologist, Molecular Ecology Research Branch, US Environmental 

Protection Agency, 2013 to Present 

 Adjunct Assistant Professor of Environmental Studies, University of Cincinnati, 2007-

Present 

 Adjunct Assistant Professor of Biological Sciences, University of Cincinnati, 2010 to 

Present 

 Assistant Laboratory Director (acting), Sustainable and Healthy Communities Research 

Program, National Exposure Research Laboratory, US Environmental Protection 

Agency 2011 to 2012 

 Research Biologist, Molecular Ecology Research Branch, US Environmental Protection 

Agency, 2009 to 2013 

 National Exposure Research Laboratory Postdoctoral Researcher, Molecular Ecology 
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 Oak Ridge Institute for Science and Education (ORISE) Postdoctoral Fellow, Molecular 
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