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S O L V E N T  O I L  A N T I F R E E Z E  

Discharges to septic systems Discharges to storm drains flow directly to
 
can cause soil, groundwater and surface water, causing water pollution and
 
drinking water contamination, aquatic ecosystems damage.
 
creating site cleanup liabilities.
 

Why keep a dry shop? 
The history of wastewater regulations is clear: discharge limits 

will continue to become more stringent. Minimize the impact 

of these regulations on your shop by adopting a dry shop goal. 

A dry shop is a shop that has sealed all its floor drains. 

Although a loo-percent “dry shop” may not be feasible in your 

area due to melting snow and ice, the methods and equipment 

presented in this fact sheet will help you reduce floor wash 

water volume and contamination. This, in turn, reduces your 

liabilities, protects the environment and community, and even 

saves you time and money spent cleaning floors. 

The effects of flushing wash 
water down storm drains 
Water flows untreated from storm drains directly to creeks, 

streams, lakes, bays, and oceans. If this water is contaminat

ed, it can harm aquatic life; even soapy water can upset 

aquatic ecosystems. The Clean Water Act makes it illegal to 

discharge pollutants to surface waters; violators can face 

imprisonment and fines of up to $25,000 per day! Storm drain 

connections to indoor drains or sinks are prohibited in most 

areas. Storm drains are usually located outside a shop. If 

you are unsure about the nature of your shop drains, ask the 

building manager or local sewer authority whether any of 

the drains are connected to storm water sewers. 

Metals accumulate in sewage treatment sludge, preventing 
its beneficial use. 

Some contaminants “pass through” and are discharged 
to lakes, rivers, bays, and oceans. 
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Floor Cleanup 

Spill prevention equipment 
Water troughs for secondary containment 
of used oil and waste antifreeze 
(available from your local feed store) 

• These are the same inexpensive troughs that are used for livestock. 
Fluids can be pumped out for use or recycling. 

• Clearly mark all stored materials. 

• Inspect troughs daily for leaks. 

• Keep troughs clean and dry. 

Funnel drum covers 
Funnel drum covers are available from Hy-Tec Environmental at 

(800) 336-4499, Spill Cleanup Direct at (800) 356-0783, and Todd 

Automotive at (800) 467-2750. (These vendors provided informa

tion for this fact sheet. This list is not complete: other vendors may 

provide similar or identical products and services.) 

• These items minimize spills when transferring liquids from 
one container to another. 

• They also can be used to drain oil filters. 

Bulk, pressurized, overhead fluid delivery 
(available from all major motor oil manufacturers) 

� Used for oil changes and lube jobs to reduce spills. 

• Allows these jobs to be done more quickly. 

• The equipment is often provided by the oil manufacturer 
at no charge. 

You can make a difference! 
A shop owner or manager must send a clear message to technicians 

about how clean the shop should be kept and how spills should be 

prevented and cleaned up. It’s your responsibility-to make proper 

spill prevention and floor cleaning top priorities for every technician. 

Your state or local government environmental agency has more information about compliance and pollution prevention for auto repair shops and
 

fleet maintenance operations in your state or area. Additional fact sheets and information can be found at www.epa.gov/region09/p2/autofleet.
 

This fact sheet is part of a package of fact sheets entitled either “The Pollution Prevention Tool Kit, Best Environmental Practices for Auto Repair”
 

(publication number EPA-909-E-99-001) or “The Pollution Prevention Tool Kit, Best Environmental Practices for Fleet Maintenance”
 

(publication number EPA-909-E-99-002). To obtain copies of either package, call (800) 490-9198. Accompanying videos, “Profit Through Prevention”,
 

are available at the same phone number for either auto repair (number EPA-909-V-99-001) or fleet maintenance (number EPA-909-V-99-002).
 

This fact sheet was produced by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 9 pollution prevention program. Mention of trade names, products, or services 

does not convey, and should not be interpreted as conveying, official EPA approval, endorsement, or recommendation. 

www.epa.gov/region09/p2/autofleet

