
Exploring Pollutant Releases and Transfers (PRTR)

in Border Regions

Children's Environmental Health Symposium

27 January 2016

Taking Stock Online



Canada, Mexico and the United States created CEC to better 

protect our shared environment    North American Agreement 

on Environmental Cooperation (side agreement to NAFTA)

Facilitate collaboration and public 

participation to foster conservation, 

protection and enhancement of the 

North American environment for the 

benefit of present and future 

generations, in the context of 

increasing economic, trade, and 

social links among Canada, Mexico, 

and the United States.
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Exploring Industrial Pollutants Releases and 
Transfers (PRTR) in Border Regions

• What is a Pollutant Releases and Transfers Register 
(PRTR)?

• What is the CEC’s North American PRTR Project?

• Other Information Resources and Tools

• Using Taking Stock Online to explore and understand 
PRTR data reported by industrial facilities in border 
areas.



What is a PRTR?



Benefits of PRTRs

• Increase the public’s knowledge of, and access to, 
information on industrial pollutants in their 
communities

• Support the identification and assessment of possible 
risks to humans and the environment
– Children’s health, vulnerable populations

• Promote improved corporate decision-making & 
pollution prevention

• Promote improved government planning & regulation

• Enable planning for emergency response



Limitations of PRTRs –
Information NOT included:

• Pollutants released deliberately (e.g., pesticides)

• All potentially harmful substances (subject to reporting)

• Pollutants released from: mobile sources; natural sources;  
exempt sources

• Data on the toxicity and potential health effects

• Information on exposures to humans or the environment 
from pollution.



North American PRTR Project 

� Increase access to 

information, awareness 

and understanding of 

the sources and 

handling of pollutants 

of common concern 

across North America

� Improve the 

comparability of PRTRs 

in North America 

� Support decision-

making at all levels 

(communities, industry, 

governments) relative 

to pollution prevention 

and reduction 



Colorado River and Pacific Seaboard Watersheds



San Diego – Tijuana Metropolitan Area



Access to Complete and Comparable Information        

for North America

www.cec.org/takingstock



CEC Information Tools

� North American Environmental Atlas

� CEC Virtual Library



Information Sources about Toxic Substances

Right-to-Know Hazardous Substances Fact 
Sheets, State of New Jersey’s Department 
of Health

http://web.doh.state.nj.us/rtkhsfs/indexFs.aspx

ToxFAQs, US Agency for Toxic 
Substances and Disease Registry

www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaqs/index.asp



Exploring PRTR Data in Border Regions

www.cec.org/takingstock

� How much pollution 

is emitted (reported)? 

� What are the current 

sources of pollutants 

nearby? 

� What pollutants are 

emitted (reported)? 

� What are their 

associated health 

risks? 















For more information: 

Orlando Cabrera-Rivera
Program Manager, 

Environmental Quality and Climate Change

Telephone: (514) 350-4300

Fax: (514) 350-4314

Email: ocabrera@cec.org

www.cec.org

Three Countries.  One Environment


