wEPA Koyukuk Landfill Transformation: ,@g’%

United States - - - g ‘\‘\"“4‘
Envranmenal rotection Burn unit significantly ‘, ©“$§‘
Region 10 H \“‘\k‘*\ -
reduces trash and cleans up community
Indian Environmental General Assistance Program Koyukuk, AK
Success Story

Before Koyukuk began using a burn unit at their self-haul landfill, trash spilled into the road,
animals scattered garbage, open burning created air pollution, plastic bags hung in trees,

and the salvage area was piled full of materials with little room to walk or drive.
4 7 Talking with other tribes and attending conferences
like the Alaska Tribal Conference on Environmental

Management and the Alaska Forum on the
Environment convinced the tribe’s environmental
staff that a burn unit could improve conditions.

Burn units are used to reduce the volume of
household trash disposed of in rural landfills by
burning it daily in a metal container designed for
hot combustion that generates less air pollution and
waste than from open burning.

The city of Koyukuk is responsible for maintaining the
landfill. The tribe provided information to the city,

- - and explained how a burn unit could help the landfill
- ~ cut down on household waste.

‘If not for the GAP grant we The tribe offered to purchase the burn unit for

’ , the city using their GAP funds, and through a

would be surrounded by trash memorandum of understanding outlined roles and
L ) manage the landfill (until the city could take over).
In 2012, Koyukuk Native Village purchased a burn unit and ( )
hired an operator who received training to run it correctly. After

The operator learned to separate non-burnable items that
could be recycled, such as electronics and prepare them for
shipping and disposal.

The tribe educates residents about what should— and
shouldn’t — go in the burn unit. Items that don’t get
burned go to the salvage area. The city donated a used
trailer where residents can put their trash. In 2015, the city
also purchased heavy equipment to bury non-burnable,
non-recyclable items.
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April Williams, the Environmental Assistant for Koyukuk Native Village loves having the burn unit because she
no longer feels her health is in jeopardy when she goes to the landfill.

Koyukuk Native Village’s Environmental Technician Hazel Lolnitz said, “Good teamwork accomplished
something for the community. | am happy the burn unit eliminated some health hazards for elders

H n
and children. Continued next page



Koyukuk Landfill Transformation: Burn unit significantly reduces trash and cleans up community

= Continued
e . ] ™ She says there’s no smoke in the community, birds no longer
Burn unit installation scatter trash, and there’s no garbage outside the fence.
Koyukuk Native Village has been a GAP grant recipient since 1999.
“If not for the GAP grant, we would be surrounded by trash,”
says April Williams.
For those thinking of taking on a similar project, she offers, “Don’t
get discouraged if you get turned down (for funding) the first time.
Just keep trying. Having a burn unit on our landfill has made it so
much healthier and sanitary for our community.”
_ )
Partners & Support
City of Koyukuk e collaboration in landfill Tanana Chiefs Conference e burn unit operator
maintenance and improvements training and technical assistance
http://go.usa.gov/cBe4V https://www.tananachiefs.org/
Alaska Forum on the Environment e Tok Welding and Fabrication e burn unit purchase
Rural Alaska Landfill Operator Training and technical assistance
http://bit.ly/1PZFYSg http://www.alaskanstoves.com/

Yukon/Koyukuk Environmental Consortia e information sharing with neighboring tribes

[ Community Profile: Koyukuk b

Population: 92

Culture: Traditional Koyukon Athabascan village.

Location: The village is located at the confluence of the Yukon and Koyukuk Rivers.

Transportation: The state-owned, gravel runway is lighted and provides for year-round transportation. The
river is heavily traveled when ice-free, from mid-May through mid-October. Cargo is delivered by barge

about four times in the summer. Residents use local trails and winter trails to travel to Galena and Nulato.
Snow machines, ATVs, and riverboats are used for local transportation.

Source: State of Alaska Department of Commerce, Community and Economic Development Community Database
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EPA Region 10’s Commitment to Federally Recognized Tribes

EPA Region 10 is committed to helping tribes strengthen their abilities to manage environmental programs in
Indian country, and to ensure that tribes have a voice in decisions that affect their land, air and water. Region
10 serves 271 federally recognized tribes in Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, and Washington. The goal of the EPA IGAP
grant program is to assist tribes and intertribal consortia in developing the capacity to manage their own
environmental protection programs, and to develop and implement solid and hazardous waste programs in
accordance with individual tribal needs and applicable federal laws and regulations.

http://www2.epa.gov/tribal/region-10-tribal-program

http://www2.epa.gov/tribal/indian-environmental-general-assistance-program-gap

For More Information

Koyukuk Native Village Environmental Technician: EPA Grant: Indian General Assistance Program (GAP)
Hazel Lolnitz EPA Project Officer: Mahri Lowinger
Koyukuk Native Village @ 907-927-2234 ® 907-271-6334 “B lowinger.mahri@epa.gov

N United States 1200 Sixth A , Suite 900, ETPA-202-4
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https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/dcra/DCRAExternal/community/Details/d9a69055-96fa-404b-a32e-a754f6d256d0
http://go.usa.gov/cBe4V
http://bit.ly/1PZFYSg
https://www.tananachiefs.org/
http://www.alaskanstoves.com/
http://www.alaskanstoves.com/
http://www2.epa.gov/tribal/region-10-tribal-program
http://www2.epa.gov/tribal/indian-environmental-general-assistance-program-gap
mailto:Lowinger.mahri@epa.gov

	Before 
	Burn units
	burn unit eliminated some health hazards
	Partners & Support 
	Community Profile
	EPA Region 10’s Commitment to Federally Recognized Tribes 
	For More Information 




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Koyukuk Success Story.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



