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Our Green City 
Public and Private Sector National Leadership 

200+ LEED certified buildings; 200+ ENERGY STAR®  

District Government buying 50% wind power 

Bag tax reduced disposable bag use by 60% 

Over 1.3 million square feet of green roofs 

First large-scale bike-share in U.S. (1,100 bicycles) 

50% of District trips by transit, walking, or bike 



Where are we now? 

DC is already a leader in many areas of sustainability 

• 1st in purchasing green power  

• 2nd in LEED green building pipeline 

• 1st in bike share participation 
 

We are being measured against and are competing with major 
cities that have embraced green and sustainable initiatives 

                   

 Boston                 New York City               Philadelphia 

 



Green Power Purchasing 
 

Promoting Citywide Green Power Purchasing by  
Leveraging current successes*: 

                   

  

 

• Total annual electricity use: 9,133,001,000 kWh 
• Total annual green power use:  772,324,379 kWh (including qualifying on-site 
generation) 
• Total annual green power use as % of total electricity consumption:   8.46% 
• Total annual green power use by product type: 
 Green power marketing:   432,910,990 kWh 
 RECs:  339,413,389 kWh 
 

 
 
 
 
*As of January 12, 2012 



Green Power Community Outreach 

Getting the word out – Mayor’s Green Power Community Challenge 

• Convened a stakeholder group – EPA, District government, Downtown DC 
Business Improvement District, Washington Gas Energy Services, Clean 
Currents 

• Stakeholders met to develop outreach strategy, from initial branding to 
implementation of mailers, web materials, personal appeals 

 
                   

  

 



Green Power Community Outreach 
Getting the word out – GPCC Kickoff Event 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mayor’s Kickoff ceremony - March 2011 

• Held at Phelps Architecture, Construction and Engineering High School, a 
LEED-certified renovation with onsite wind turbines, photovoltaics, solar water 
heating, and engineering & architecture educational tracks 

• Debuted a 3-minute green power promotional video (Youtube) 

 



Web Presence 
Original site at program launch 

 
 

                   

  

 



Web Presence 
Current Site - http://ddoe.dc.gov/greenpower 

 
 

                   

  

 



Promotional Posters 

 
 

                   

  

 



Direct Appeals 
  Mayoral Letter          DDOE Director Letter 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Direct, personalized appeals from government leadership  
to key decision-makers have helped build momentum around 

campaign and connect it to Sustainable DC Planning. 
                   

  



Help make the District a greener, 
healthier, more equitable and  

livable city for all.  
  

Let’s shape a vision of  
our sustainable future. 



Mayor Gray’s Vision 

• Make our city “the most sustainable city in the U.S.” 

• Define an overarching framework and vision 

• Dedicate staff 

• Engage the public  

• Tie actions directly to agency budgets 

• Establish indicators for success 

• Sustainability is now a 2012 Strategic Priority along with: 
Quality Education; Fiscal Stability; Job Creation; Public Safety; 
and Self-Determination 

 



What’s the Connection –  
Green Power Purchasing & Sustainable DC Planning 

Green power purchasing cuts across three major Sustainability Plan 
working groups: Built Environment, Climate, and Energy 

• Vision development through input from consumers, industry, 
government and other local and regional stakeholders 

• Developing baselines, goals, action strategies and guidance for successful 
deployment of local generation and energy purchasing 

• Supporting development of onsite projects on private property  

• Continuing to leverage outreach opportunities among the District’s 
Green Power Partners, with District government serving as a driver 

 
                   

  

 



District Government 

The District Government as a leader in Sustainability 

• One of the largest consumers of energy in the District 

• 30 million square feet of space in the portfolio 

• Building types include, office, schools, libraries, police and fire stations 
and parks and rec’s 

• Over 200 buildings rated by EPA Portfolio Manager 
 

The District Government is in a transformational mode to support 
energy efficiency and sustainable generation   

                   

  

 



District Government 

 In FY2011 the District Government consumed 482 
million kWh  

 With a 50% renewable component, the District 
Government contributed 241 million renewable kwh to 
the 772 million kwh mix 

 Procurement was conducted by using a public reverse 
energy auction 

 Different renewable options were bid, best 
value was contracted for 
 
 
 
 



District Government 

 Next Steps 
 Developing a Strategic Planning process 
 Focusing on energy conservation –  
 Promoting, where feasible, economic and sustainable 

generation 
 Tackling water and waste water opportunities 
 Developing a robust recycling program 

 And most importantly 

 A sustainable funding mechanism 
 



Thank You! 

Email sustainable.future@dc.gov;  
call (202) 442-7600; or visit 

www.sustainable.dc.gov 

Michael Yambrach 
michael.yambrach@dc.gov 

(202) 671-0729;  
or visit http://dgs.dc.gov 

Emil King 
emil.king@dc.gov 
(202) 870-7248;  

or visit http://ddoe.dc.gov 

mailto:Michael.yambrach@dc.gov
mailto:Michael.yambrach@dc.gov
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