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BAY MILLS INDIAN COMMUNITY 

• Located on Eastern 
end of Lake Superior  

• Population of 1,820 with 
a land base of 3,444 
with almost ½ living on 
the reservation.  

• 33% of the land base is 
wetland or surface 
water 

• 51% forested.  
• EPA approved 

Assessment and 
Management plan 
 



BAY MILLS INDIAN COMMUNITY 



T H E  T W O  A R E A S  A R E  I N  V E R Y  D I F F E R E N T  L O C A T I O N S ,   T H E  N O R T H  S I T E  I S  I N  S A N D Y  
S O I L S  A N D  T H E  S O U T H E R N  A R E A S  A R E  I N  H E A V Y  S O I L S  W I T H  H I G H  G R O U N D  W A T E R .   

USGS TOPOGRAPHIC MAP WITH LAND BOUNDARY AND 
SEPTICS 



N O T I C E  P R O X I M I T Y  T O  S U R F A C E  W A T E R S  A N D  R E C R E A T I O N A L  
S W I M M I N G  A R E A S .   

ILLUSTRATION OF ONSITE SEPTIC  



GIS DATA SETS  

• State Data 
• Geographic Data 

• Federal Data 
• Indian Health Service  
• NRCS soils data 
• NWI data 
• USGS topographic Data 

• Private data 
• Four different firms 



ARC MAP DATA TABLE 

 





T W O  S T A F F  T R A I N E D  A N D  C E R T I F I E D  
 

 
 



SEPTIC INSPECTIONS  



SEPTIC TANK  

 



THINGS TO LOOK FOR  



• Green grass 
•  AREAS 
• Wet areas 
• Black, Water 

Surfacing 
• Cracked Lids 
• Tank Capacity 
• Washouts 
 
 

THINGS TO LOOK 
FOR ARE 



Leaking, ponding, black 
water, stressed areas, 
green areas.  

THINGS TO 
LOOK  



We were just notified of 
this so ideas proposed 

NEW POWTS 
PROGRAM  



PRIVATE ONSITE WASTEWATER SYSTEM 
(POWTS) 

• Homeowner Awareness  Model -in areas of low 
environmental sensitivity 

•  Maintenance Contract Model -  in cluster, systems or 
mechanical components or in more sensitive areas 

• Operating Permit -  in critical areas, larger systems, or 
systems treating higher strength waste.  

• Responsible Management Entity with Operation and 
Maintenance Model -  owners pay a entity to care for 
the system  

• Responsible Management Entity Ownership Model -   like 
most Housing authorities operate and maintain systems.  



POWTS MODELS 

H O U S I N G  A U T H O R I T Y ,  U T I L I T I E S ,  A N D  H O M E  O W N E R  



HOMEOWNER GUIDE 



PAGE 2 HOMEOWNER GUIDE 



THANK YOU 
HOPE THIS HELPED 
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