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• 40% of food is wasted in the 

U.S.

• Costs U.S. households $162 

billion annually.

• 1 in 6 Americans lack a 

secure supply of food.

(Sources: USDA, EPA, FAO.  Photo Credit: Jonathan Bloom)

Food is simply too good to waste!



To grow wasted food: we use about 25% of our 
freshwater. 

Source: http://www.nrdc.org/food/files/wasted-food-IP.pdf



If food wastage were a country….
Water

• Credit:  FAO



A week’s worth of power



If food wastage were a country….
Greenhouse Gas Emissions

• Credit:  FAO



NRDC Issue Paper:  Wasted, 2012



Our largest waste stream is the least 
recycled waste stream.

Source:  EPA Advancing Sustainable Materials Management, 2013, 
http://www.epa.gov/osw/nonhaz/municipal/msw99.htm

Food 2.1%

Total MSW Discards (after recycling) Total MSW Recovery (by material)



To the rescue: the world famous, star-studded
Food Recovery Hierarchy!





epa.gov/foodscraps/tools



EPA Guide for K-12 Food Recovery

• Addresses the Food Recovery Hierarchy

• Provides information on K-12

– Source Reduction

• USDA Food & Nutrition Service guidance

– Offer vs. Serve

– Surplus Food Donation

epa.gov/schools/downloads/guide-for-K-12-

schools-food-recovery.pdf



. 



Participants and Endorsers

• Participants track and reduce wasted food.

• Endorsers promote sustainable food management.



Who’s who in the 
Food Recovery Challenge (FRC)?

• 790 participants and endorsers, nationwide.



For the Home

• Main message: Food is too essential to throw away. 

• Implementation guide

• Behavior change tools

• Outreach Tools

Goal: To prevent household wasted food

www.westcoastclimateforum.com/food
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Prevent wasted food at home.

Saves a family of 

four about 

$1600 per year!

25% decrease in 

household food 

waste!

www.westcoastclimateforum.com/food

http://www.westcoastclimateforum.com/food


Take Food Recovery Action Now!

• Measure your wasted food.

• Donate surplus food.

• Participate in the Food Recovery Challenge.

Photo courtesy of USDA



EPA.GOV/FOODRECOVERY

WESTCOASTCLIMATEFORUM.COM/FOOD

André Villaseñor – villasenor.andre@epa.gov

213-244-1813
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