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WHY YOUR SYSTEM IS CONSIDERED A 

PUBLIC WATER SYSTEM (PWS)

Your facility serves at least 25 individuals at least 60 days of 

the year or has 15 service connections.

Provide water by means of serving food, water, drinks or ice,  

restrooms, water faucets, or lodging. 

Since your customers do not remain at your facility for long 

periods of time, your system is classified as a transient 

non-community water system.



SAFE DRINKING WATER ACT 

IN WYOMING

Wyoming is the only state that does not have authority to 

implement the Safe Drinking Water Act. The 

responsibilities for ensuring safe drinking water are 

shared between Wyoming Department of Environmental 

Quality and EPA Region 8.

Additionally, public eating and drinking establishments 

are monitored by either Wyoming Department of 

Agriculture Consumer Health Services or the local health 

department.

So in English what does that mean to me?…



EPA REGION 8 RESPONSIBILITIES:

•Overseeing monitoring/reporting of testing

•Technical assistance to PWS operators

•Laboratory certification

•Compliance determinations

•Sanitary Surveys

•Homeland Security

•Informal/formal enforcement



STATE OF WYOMING RESPONSIBILITIES:

•Plan and spec review

•Water rights

•Capacity development

•Food and beverage inspections

•Source water protection

•Construction/well drilling permits

•Operator certification

•Financing drinking water projects



WHAT DO YOU NEED TO DO 

FOR EPA REGION 8?

Review the information we send you 

in the activation packet!



Included in this document 

is the monitoring period, 

required sampling 

locations (sample point 

codes) and other 

important information.

Each Rule Manager may 

alter your monitoring 

requirements 

as needed 

after 

reviewing 

your results, 

but will

notify 

you of any changes.

What You Need To Do #1:

Review Your TNC Monitoring Requirements



•Total Coliform Rule- testing your water to see if there is any bacteria 

present that is normally found in digestive tracts of animals and soil. 

Sample location- distribution system.

•Ground Water Rule- testing your water to see if it has E. coli. 

Sample location- ground water source (e.g., well or spring).

•Nitrate/Nitrite Rule- testing your water for inorganic chemicals 

normally found in fertilizer, sewage and animal waste. Sample 

location- at the entry point to the distribution system after treatment.

•Surface Water Treatment Rules- (if you use a 

surface water source, there are specific treatment 

monitoring and reporting requirements)- Contact 

Jake Crosby at 303-312-6389 for more information.

What You Need To Do #1:

Review Your TNC Monitoring Requirements



What You Need To Do #2:

Have Your Water Tested

Contact an EPA Region 8 certified lab- sample results are not accepted from 

non-EPA certified labs. 

• Review the certified lab list in your new system packet; OR

• Go to the following website: http://www2.epa.gov/region8-waterops and 

select the “Certified Lab List” link under the picture on the main page.

http://www2.epa.gov/region8-waterops


What You Need To Do #2:

Have Your Water Tested

• ALWAYS double check the lab you are using is on the EPA Region 8’s 

Certified Lab List. Some labs may say on their website they are “EPA 

Certified”; however, they may only be certified for specific 

contaminants- not all contaminants! 

• You can provide the lab a copy of your monitoring and reporting 

requirements to show them your sampling requirements.

• Ask the lab for sampling instructions if you are new to sampling. 

• Obtain sample bottles from the certified lab. Be sure to note which 

bottles are to be used for which contaminant as these may differ. 

Misleading



• Sample points will be noted in your monitoring and 

reporting requirements as Sample Point Codes and/or in 

correspondence from the Rule Manager. 

• Make sure to sample at ALL sampling points!

What You Need To Do #3:
Sample at the Proper Sample Point(s)



WHEN SAMPLING…

Take your time! Rushing can lead to costly mistakes.  

Do not wait until the last week of the monitoring period! 

Especially for your Total Coliform Rule samples, it’s always best to 

sample on a Monday or Tuesday at the beginning of the month in 

case you need to collect repeat samples.

Make sure you are sampling at the correct location.

If you sample at the wrong location, it will be a violation!



Completely fill out the form including:

•PWS Name

•PWS ID Number (WY560xxxx or WY568xxxx)

•Contact information (cell number and email)

 Label form with the appropriate sample location from bottle

 Mark down the correct sample time and date

 Be sure to indicate what type of sample (routine, repeat, 

special) 

Be sure to contact the lab if you are unsure how to fill out your form!

If you oversee multiple PWSs, please fill out one lab form for each different 

PWS; do not combine multiple PWSs on one lab slip.

What You Need To Do #4:
Filling Out the Lab Form



Example System
WY5600000 WY

123 Example Road, Cody, WY Mr. Example 307-123-1234
Mr. ExampleEx.sample@ex.com

Mr. Example

Kitchen Sink

SP01

9/18/12

11 am

10:05 am

123 Example Road, Cody, WY 307-123-1234

9/18/12

x

x
x

Mr. Ex Example         9/18/12 Ex Example

1 1

What You Need To Do #4:
Filling Out the Lab Form



What You Need To Do #4:
Filling Out the Lab Form

Giddy Up

9:00 am

WY5609876 307-123-4567

123 S. 34th Lander WY 80543

9/22/15

John Smith

GWR WL01 X

John Smith John Smith
9/22/15



1) Send copies of your results/forms to EPA by either:

Email: R8DWU@epa.gov

Fax: 1-877-876-9101

Mail: US EPA Region 8

Drinking Water Unit (8P-W-DW)

1595 Wynkoop St.

Denver, CO  80202

Results are due no later than 10 days after the end of the 

monitoring period.

Make sure your PWS ID# and sampling location(s) are 

on the results page. 

What You Need To Do #5:
What to do with Results



2)  Review the results and conduct any required follow-up 
sampling if needed (e.g., repeat TCR samples and GWR 
source samples after a positive TCR routine sample). 

ALWAYS contact EPA immediately if the results:

• Exceed the maximum contaminant level for nitrate (10 mg/L) 
or nitrite (1 mg/L)

• Are E. coli positive for any GWR or TCR sample result

• For Surface Water Systems:

• Exceed the turbidity maximum limit (1 or 5 NTUs)

• The chlorine residual drops below 0.2 mg/L 

at the point of entry

What You Need To Do #5:
What to do with Results



3)  You are required to keep a copy of all your lab samples and 

correspondence with EPA.

TCR & GWR- records must be kept for 5 years.

Nitrate/Nitrite- records must be kept for 10 years.

SWTR- turbidity & chlorine residual records must be kept for 10 years.

What You Need To Do #5:
What to do with Results



WHERE CAN I OBTAIN INFO?

Drinking Water Online:

http://www2.epa.gov/region8-waterops

This site includes information on general sampling and 

forms, templates and announcements.

Drinking Water Watch:

https://sdwisr8.epa.gov/Region8DWW/JSP/loginForm.jsp

On this site you can access system specific information such 

as monitoring requirements, schematics, etc. 

Public Access Drinking Water Watch:

https://sdwisr8.epa.gov/Region8DWWPUB/



SYSTEM CHANGES

You must notify EPA if you have any changes

to the system contact or ownership, source

of water, treatment equipment, or

to the facility.  

You can fill out a Change to PWS form found at:

http://www2.epa.gov/region8-waterops under the 

reporting forms tab.



COMMON MISTAKES

 Not including your PWS # on your documents/emails

 Not sampling at the correct sampling point locations

 Not providing your phone # when you leave a message

 Not submitting your sample results as required

 Not informing us when there is a change of contact at 

your water system

 Sending EPA results from a non-certified laboratory





 Not contacting EPA when you have questions/aren’t sure 

what you need to do. 

 We are here to assist you! Don’t be afraid to call/email 

even if you think it is a “dumb” question. 

 We can arrange for the Wyoming Association of Rural 

Water Systems (WARWS) to visit your system and 

provide on-site assistance free of charge.

 Waiting until the end of a monitoring period to sample, 

which doesn’t allow additional sampling requirements to 

be met if needed (e.g. TCR and repeat sampling)



QUESTIONS?

If you think of something later, you can always email or call us:

Tiffany Mifflin

WY Liaison

Breann Bockstahler

Total Coliform Rule 

Manager

Gail Franklin

Ground Water Rule

Manager

Mifflin.tiffany@epa.gov Bockstahler.Breann@epa.gov Franklin.gail@epa.gov

303-312-6521 303-312-6034 303-312-6497

mailto:Mifflin.tiffany@epa.gov
mailto:Bockstahler.Breann@epa.gov
mailto:Franklin.gail@epa.gov



