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Data Certification: The Basics

• Formal statement attesting to ambient data 

completeness and accuracy

• Submitted by monitoring agencies to EPA on 

annual basis

• Process that combines a required action 

followed by a discretionary EPA review
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Preliminaries:  What should a certifying agency 
do?

1. Review the Certifying Agency role assignments:

a) Run the AQS Monitor Description Report – Will show 

all Agency Roles for each monitor (AMP390)

b) Compare against Monitoring Network Plan

2. Use AQS (Batch MD transaction or Maintain Monitor) to 

correct any discrepancies.

a) Assumption:  The monitor belongs to the Screening 

Group for the certifying agency or an agency that is 

subordinate to them.
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The Procedure:  What does an agency do?
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1. Conduct and complete ambient air quality monitoring and 

QA as per 40 CFR Part 58 and submit all relevant data to 

AQS.

2. Run the Data Certification Report (AMP600) for your 

Certifying Agency.

a) This will calculate a recommended certification flag 

for each monitor-year based on Part 58 criteria and 

display the results for all monitors and PQAOs 

associated with the Certifying Agency. 



Requesting a Data Certification Report
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Must 

Click 

here



Request Criteria
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The Procedure – Part 2:  Data Review

3. Review the certification report.  For ‘N’ 

recommendations:

a) Has any ambient monitoring data not yet been submitted?

b) Has any QA/QC data (e.g. Precision and Accuracy 
transactions) not been submitted?

c) Should any ambient monitoring data be invalidated and 
removed from AQS based on QA/QC results?

4. Make corrections to AQS data as needed.

5. If you are perplexed about a result on the AMP600 

and want background data, run an AMP256 (Data 

Quality Indicator) Report.

6. Rerun certification report and verify results are final.
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1. Access the Certification Form in AQS

2. Query the data for your certifying agency / year.

a) Can subset data by pollutant

3. Use the “shortcut” button at the bottom of the form, 

“Initialize monitoring agency requested values”

4. If you want to request a change to the recommended 

value:

a) Scroll to the line to be changed

b) Change the “Monitoring Agency Request” column value

c) Enter the justification in the Monitoring Agency Comment

5. When you are done, click save.
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The Procedure – Part 3:  Indicating request in AQS:
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Shortcut



The Procedure – Part 4:  Reports for 
Certification Package

1. Run the AMP600 report one last time to include with 
certification letter.

a) Report will show both AQS recommended value and Certifying 

Agency requested value, and Certifying Agency comments when 

different.

2. Run the AMP450NC report for non-criteria pollutants.
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