
 

 

Pesticide Inspector Residential Training 

Advanced Inspector Skills 

Embassy Suites 

1000 Woodward Place NE, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102 

May 18-22, 2015 

 

   

 

 

Monday, May 18   TRAVEL DAY 

4:00 – 6:00pm Registration and Course Pre-test 

Embassy Suites Conference Area 

Tuesday, May 19  OCOTILLO MEETING ROOM I - II 

6:00 – 8:00am Breakfast 

Embassy Suites Breakfast Area 

8:00 – 8:30 

  

Welcome 

Jeff Witte, Secretary of Agriculture, New Mexico Department of Agriculture 

8:30 – 9:00 Introductions and Ice Breaker 

Irene King and Steve Baca, NMDA 

9:00 – 10:00 Telling the Story 

Irene King, NMDA 

10:00 – 10:15 Break 

10:15 – 10:45 Enforcement Photography 

Improving Your Skills 

Victor Halbgewachs, Georgia Department of Agriculture 

10:45 – 11:30 

  

The Lab and Sample Preservation 

Bobby Sanchez, Office of the State Chemist, NMDA  

11:30 –  12:00pm 

  

Overview of Inspector Wiki, Federal Credentialing Requirements, and Facility Registry Service 

Amber Davis, US EPA Region 4 

12:00 – 1:00 Lunch  

1:00 – 2:00 Unconventional Misuse Investigations  

Wildlife/water/human exposure, Pesticide Misuse to Kill Wildlife   

Brian Rowe, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Services 

2:00 – 2:45 New Technologies in Inspection 

Equipment, Apps, Sampling and Field Lab Analysis, Mapping (Google and other programs) 

Nate Abrahamson, NMDA 

2:45 – 3:00  Break 

3:00 – 4:00 New Technologies in Applications 

Drift Reduction Equipment, Applicator Safety, Mixing/Loading, Adjuvants 

Dan Reynolds, Mississippi State University 

4:00 – 5:00 Pesticide Calibration 

Ples Spradley, University of Arkansas, Division of Agriculture  



 

 

Wednesday, May 20 

6:00 – 8:00am Breakfast 

Embassy Suites Breakfast Area 

8:00 – 8:15 Updates for Day 2 

Amber Davis, US EPA Region 4 & NMDA 

8:15 – 8:45  Inspector Case Studies  

Chris Sutherland, Washington State Department of Agriculture 

Brian Kennedy, Arizona Office of Pest Management 

8:45 – 9:30 Biosecurity and Food Protection and the Role of the Inspector  

Kelly Hamilton, NMDA 

9:30 – 9:45 Break 

9:45– 10:45  Drone Discussion 

Potential Applications for Inspections 

Jeff Good 

10:45 – 11:00 Inspector Case Study 

David Tremblay, Vermont Agency of Agriculture 

11:00 – 11:50  Lunch  

11:50 – 12:00pm Board buses and travel to BioPark 

12:30 – 1:00 Group Photo 

1:00 – 1:30 On Site Mock Exercises 

Right of Way, Ag Urban Interface 

NMDA – Station 1 

1:30 – 2:00 On Site Mock Exercises continued 

Right of Way, Ag Urban Interface 

NMDA – Station 2 

2:00 – 2:15  Break 

2:15 – 2:45  On Site Mock Exercises continued 

Right of Way, Ag Urban Interface 

NMDA – Station 3 

2:45 – 3:15  On Site Mock Exercises continued 

Right of Way, Ag Urban Interface 

NMDA – Station 4 

3:15 – 4:00 On Site Mock Exercises continued 

Groups meet to formulate scenarios 

4:00 – 4:30 BioPark Exploration 

4:30 – 5:00  Load buses and return to Embassy Suites 



 

 

Thursday, May 21 

6:00 – 8:00am Breakfast 

Embassy Suites Breakfast Area 

8:00 – 9:00 Discussion of Mock Exercises 

Greg Weiler, US EPA Region 6 & Steve Baca, NMDA 

9:00 – 9:45  Innovations in Communication and Education 

Press Interviews, Public Speaking 

Katie Goetz, NMDA Public Information Officer 

9:45 – 10:00  Break 

10:00 – 12:00 Interactive Label Interpretation Exercise 

Bed Bugs, Right of Way, Indoor Pest Control, Ornamentals, Food Service Areas 

Irene King, NMDA 

12:00 – 1:00pm  Lunch 

1:00 – 2:00  Enforcement Interviewing 

Building Rapport, Getting to the Truth 

Bob Brewer, Office of Indiana State Chemist 

2:00 – 2:45  Organic vs. Conventional Pesticides 

What Happens When the Two Interface? 

Steve Baca, NMDA  & Michael Diaz Organic Program 

2:45 – 3:00  Break 

3:00 – 3:45  EPA – CID 

Carlton Patton, US EPA Region 6 

3:45 – 4:45  Electronic Inspection Program Demos 

NMDA and Attendees 

4:45 – 5:00  Wrap up Day 3 

Amber Davis, US EPA Region 4 & NMDA 

TBD PIRT Peso Auction 

NMDA Hospitality Suite 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Friday, May 22 – MEETING and TRAVEL DAY 

6:00 – 8:00am Breakfast 

Embassy Suites Breakfast Area 

8:00 – 9:00  Bee Kill Inspections 

Guidance, Labels, Safety, Sampling Bees, Pollen, and Nectar 

Brian Rowe, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Services 

9:00 – 10:00  Overview of EPA Product Registration by EPA 

Charlie Clark, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 

10:00 – 10:15 Break 

10:15 – 11:00  Overview of EPA Product Registration by EPA, Continued 

Charlie Clark, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 

11:00 – 11:30 Two Inspector Case Studies  

Heidi Nelson, Maine Board of Pesticides Control  

Phil Hurst, Tennessee Department of Agriculture 

11:30 – 12:00 Course Evaluations and Post-test  

Amber Davis, US EPA Region 4 

12:00pm Adjourn 

  

 


