
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

PREVENTION, PESTICIDES AND 

TOXIC SUBSTANCES 

July 24, 2008 

Thomas C. McEntee 
Product Registration Manager 
DuPont Chemical Solutions Enterprise 
P. 0. Box 80402 
Wilmington, DE 19880-0402 

Re: Use of the term "shock" on non-pesticide labeling 

Dear Mr. McEntee: 

Thank you for meeting with the Agency to review the previous Agency determination concerning 
non-pesticide shock products. As you are aware, a letter was posted on the Agency web site 
(http://www.epa.gov/oppadOOl/shock ltr.htm) that clarified what terms required registration 
under the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) and what terms would 
not require FIFRA registration. At that time, the Agency stated that "Claims to kill, prevent or 
control algae or bacteria are pesticide claims" and that "the term shock is inherently a pesticide 
claim." The major focus of the March 13, 2008 meeting was to discuss use of the term "shock 
oxidizer'', addition of permissible claims, mock labeling, and use of existing labeling. 

The Agency has agreed that the use of the term "shock" in the product name is acceptable if it is 
immediately qualified as a "Shock Oxidizer" or "Oxidizing Shock" product. The qualifier 
should be in the same font size and color as the term "shock". 

In the previous Agency letter, dated June 21, 2007, use of the term "effectively reduces organic 
contamination" was deemed to be a pesticide term that required FIFRA registration. Subsequent 
meetings between DuPont and Agency microbiologists have resulted in this term now being 
acceptable for non-pesticide shock labeling. However, this does not alter the previous decision 
that use of the term "eliminates organic waste" is a pesticide claim. In fact, use of "organic 
waste" instead of "organic contamination" will require FIFRA registration. 

Both the Agency and DuPont agreed that a mock label for Industry to review would be beneficial 
for adherence to Agency guidance. As such, the Agency will post the agreed upon mock 
labeling, provided by DuPont, on the web site. 

1 


http://www.epa.gov/oppadOOl/shock


Use of existing labeling may not exceed December 31, 2008. Any product released for shipment 
beginning January 1, 2009 must be in accordance with the June 21, 2007 letter and this 
addendum. Ifyou need further assistance or clarification concerning this decision, please contact 
Michael Hardy via email at hardy.michael@epa.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Antimicrobials Division 
Office of Pesticide Programs 
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PHYSICAL OR CHEMICAL HAZARDS· STRONG 
OXIDIZING AGENT Nevo:,r adi.J wJler to proi.Jud Alway;, 
add p10dul.t to large qu,ir·,t1t1cs ot water Do not rm~ with 
olhc1 ch.,m1cals [)o riot <1dd 1111;, p1odud tu <my ct1e111>cdl 
feeder Cont<1rrnna\1on w1tl1 rno6turt' orri,1111l. rn.iner or 
ott1ercl1em.calsrnavl.au:.ca111ol,;ntrl'act1onle<1donqtofirc 

1:.J ~i.uardou s gases I n case 
1 do nol rcsodl container 
1n o~en <l'' or NCll-i.ent1late(1 area rioorJ 

w1tt1ldryu;m1ou'l\;,ofwalur 

Dl"ICflONI ,OR UH: 

BRAND Shock & Swim Shock OJCid1zer contains no 
chlorine or other sanitizer and should be used tor 
OJ(id1zer treatment only For routine disinfection use an 
EPA registered samt1zer according to label d1rect1on. 
Regular use of BRAND Shock & Swim Shock 0.11.1dizer 
will remove most of the contaminants that accumulate 
m swimming pool and spa water. 

DIRECTIONS FOR SWIMMING POOLS: 

WHEN TO USE BRAND Shock & Swim Shock Oxidizer 
0 ror1not1altrea!meritoratpoolopenmg 

•\Nce-kly 
·Artert1eavyu;,e 

•Aftcrlleavyrainorw1nd 

·Al ~mol closing 

HOW TO USE THIS PRODUCT TO KEEP POOL WATER 
SPARKLING CLEAR· 

3 Ru11the poolf•ltC'r for8 hours 

DIRECTIONS FOR SPAS AND HOT TUBS: 

BRANO Shock & Sw1m Shock Oxidizer contains no 
chlorine or other san1t1zer and should be used tor 
oxidizer treatment only For routine disinfection use an 
EPA registered sanitizer according to label direction. 
Regular use of BRANO Shock & Swtm Shock Oxidizer 
will remove most of the contaminants that accumulate 
in spa water 

WHEN TO USE BRAND Shock & Swim Shock Oxidizer 

riotbc111gused 

HOW TO USE THIS PRODUCT TO KEEP SPA WATER 
CRYSTAL CLEAR 

;:> Rur 

FIRST AID 
IF IN EYES. Hok! eye open and rmse slowt-j and gemly w1:h 
water for 15-20 m!flu\es Remove contaet lenses, 1f present 
after :he ftrSI. 5 minutes, then rontmue nns1ng eye. Call a 
pc1son ccn:ml center or doctor lor treatment advtce 
IF ON SKIN OR CLOTHING: Take off con:am1nated 
clothing. Rinse skin 1mmedta!eiy w~h plenty of waier fer ~ 5
20 minutes Call a poison control cen:er or doctor for 
;reatment advice 
IF INHALED: Move persoo !C fresh air If person 1s not 
breathing. ca~ 911 or an iimbulaoce, \hen gNe artrf1caal 
resp1ra11on. preferably by mo1.1ttHo-mouth, f. possible. Call a 
po1soncontrolcentermdoctorforlurtherlreatmentadvice 
IF SWALLOWED: Call potSOn control center er OOctor 
1mmedta!ely tor treatment ad...1ce Have person sip a glass 
of water ii ab!e to swallow" Do not l!lduce vomltfng vnless 
!old to do so by the pOlSOnoontrci center or doctor Do not 
giveanyth1ngbymouthlcari unconsooosperson 

Have the product container or label with you when 
callingapoisoncontrolcent.rordoct01",orgoinglor 
treatment. 

YOU MAY ALSO CONTACT 1-800-424-9300 FOR 
EMERGENCY MEDICAL TREATMENT INFORMATION. 

BAA~D Sho:* & SW1T1 Sh:x:k OlodlZOr s a power[ul 
ox1d1zer When us<>d regularly this 

chmmatc organic contamman!~ i1nd keep 
water crystal clear This product will not rci1sc chlorine 
levels or produce combmed chlonne or chlorBm1nes 
which ciln c<Ju~e chlorine odor and eye 1mlation 

BRANO S~10ck & Sw1111 Shock OlUdlZf~r 1s on 
>.urfaces It dissolves will bleach 

or vinyl liner>. or surfaces BRAND 
Sr1ocf.. & Sw11n Shock restores sparkle dll(J 

to pool water It wit! not incre<1sc 
~ or stab1hzer levels BRAND Shock & 
Oxi\ltzer contmns no chlonne or other 

STORAGE AND HANDLING: Keep 
I r:o11ta1ner Store m a cool 
Do nol store with chlormc or hqu1J 

dc1rls Keep coniamer llghlly clost!d when not 111 use 

r:o11td1ncr 
De not reuse cont<iincr 

READ ALL PRECAUTIONS BEFORE USE· Wear 
goggles and gloves when handling. Use only 1n 
swimmmg pools and spas. Add only when no 
bathers are present. 

Distributed by: 
Company 
Address 

City. State 
ZIP CODE USA 
website address 

BRAND 
Shock&Swim 
SHOCK OXIDIZER 
[OXIDIZING SHOCK] 

• Keeps water crystal clear 
• Eliminates organic contaminants 
• Reduces odors and eye Irritation 
• Swim In 25 minutes 

100% 

KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN 

DANGER 
CORROSIVE TO EYES, SKIN AND MUCOUS MEMBRANES. 
MAY BE HARMFUL IF SWALLOWED. 

Avoid contact with eyes, skin and clothing. Wash 
thoroughly with soap and water after handling. 
Avoid breathing dust. 

SEE AODITIONAL PRECAUTIONARY INFORMATION 
ANO FIRST AIO ON BACK PANELS 

NET WEIGHT: 1 LB (0.45 KG ) 




