


217/782-7326


June 11, 2009


Cheryl L. Newton, Director
Air and Radiation Division
US EPA, Region 5
77 West Jackson Boulevard
Chicago, IL 60604-3590


Re: July 5th, 2008 Exceptional Event Request for Granite City, IL


Dear Ms. Newton:

This letter is to formally request US EPA concurrence for an exceptional event that occurred in Granite City on July 5, 2008.  The St. Louis riverfront fireworks display of July 4, 2008, created emissions that adversely impacted the Granite City Fire Station (17-119-1007) PM2.5 sample collected on July 5, 2008, to the extent that an exceedance of the PM2.5 NAAQS occurred.  Consistent with the requirements of 40 CFR 50.14, the Illinois EPA has placed an exceptional event flag in AQS for the above mentioned July 5, 2008 PM2.5 sample.  In support of this request, please find the attached technical support document “Exceptional Event Request – Fireworks Display Impact Granite City, IL (17-119-1007) July 5, 2008 PM2.5 Sample”. 

This document provides a demonstration of a clear and significant impact of the fireworks display emissions on air quality throughout the urban area on July 5th, thus meeting the requirements of 40 CFR 50.14(a)(2).  The technical data analysis also determined that the fireworks display impact on the Granite City Fire Station monitor was from 11.4 to 17 micrograms per cubic meter (ug/m3).  This provides the proof requirement under 40 CFR 50.14(c)(3)(iii)(D) with a finding that absent the contribution from the fireworks emissions, the July 5th PM2.5 measurement at the Granite City Fire Station would have been only 25 to 30 ug/m3 and a value well below the PM2.5 NAAQS.

A public notice and comment period of 30 days for the July 5, 2008 exceptional event request was provided.  Two public comments were received and the Illinois EPA provided a formal response to both comments.  Copies of the public comments and responses have also been attached.



As always, Illinois EPA staff is available to answer any questions you may have and provide any additional information needed to assist in your review of this request.  If you have any questions, please contact Terry Sweitzer, Manager of the Air Monitoring Section, at (217)782-7438.


Sincerely,



Laurel L. Kroack
Chief, Bureau of Air


Enclosures:  Exceptional Event Technical Support Document
                     Letter of Public Comment Maxine Lipeles
                     Response Letter to Maxine Lipeles
                     Email comment from Rodney B. Nelson, M.D.
                     Response email to Rodney B. Nelson






















