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Thank You for a Very Successful 2007 National Radon 
Action Month – A BIG Improvement from 2006!

• Increased collaboration and information sharing 
• New tools: Event Planning Kit, Web site, activities 

map
• More than 160 activities conducted by stakeholders 

and posted on EPA’s Web site 
• Increased National Radon Poster Contest 

participation (889 posters from 96 schools, 29 
states, 3 tribal nations, and 2 territories) 

• Increased public inquiries, demand for test kits, and 
number of tests in many locations
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2008 National Radon Action Month Goals
• Conduct 250 events/activities nationwide in January 2008 that 

increase awareness of radon, promote radon testing and 
mitigation, and advance the use of radon-resistant new 
construction

• Feature your radon outreach events/activities (e.g., brief 
descriptions, success stories) on EPA’s National Radon Action 
Month Website

• Increase stakeholder participation and collaboration at the 
regional, state and local levels (e.g., a mix of tried-and-true and 
new approaches!)
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Overview of “Radon Leaders Saving Lives” Campaign

Get Focused on an Ambitious Collective Goal for Saving 
Lives
Surface and Advance the Successful Strategies that are 
Achieving Results
Witness Radon Leaders who are Living These Strategies
Discover Dynamic New Ways to Network with Peers and 
Share Your Leadership
Recognize and Celebrate Leadership
Develop Your Own Leadership Story & Action Plans
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Leadership Strategies that Drive Results

• High-Performing Collaborations/Partnerships
• Local Infrastructure for Program Delivery
• Fostering a Results-Driven & Creative Culture
• Building Effective Relationships with Industry
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Radon Leaders Saving Lives Campaign

How can you double your National Radon Action 
Month results within five years?



Radon Webinar
October 17, 2007

New Tools will Launch Soon –
Stay Tuned!

Gina Bowler
Indoor Environments 
Division Radon Team

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
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New and Improved Resources for
National Radon Action Month

• New consumer page and expanded stakeholder page on 
the Web site

• New faster, easier event/activity submittal form on-line and 
in Word

• Event Planning Kit updates including customizable fact 
sheet

• New monthly electronic newsletter to help build and 
maintain momentum toward January and into Spring
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National Radon Action Month Web Pages
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Activity Submittal Form
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Event Planning Kit



Radon Webinar
October 17, 2007

National Radon Action 
Month Newsletter



Radon Media 
Placement & Buzz
Strategy for 2008

It’s a Green Green World



Greener is Healthier too!



Airport Ads & Pop up Banners
Placement in airports to coincide with home 

building/construction conventions
in Orlando, Tampa, Miami & Minneapolis 

Media Value = $689,000



Home Building & Design
Local Shows and Pubs



Online Advertising Support
Banner Ads:   $582,480 value

81‐million gross impressions 

About.com
Shopping.com

Yahoo
Travelocity.com

MSN.com
Online Site Aggregators 

(Tribal Fusion, Gorilla Nation & Gamma Ray)

Order at www.epapsa.com



ABC TV Extreme Home Makeover
will feature a family with high radon

Building the Radon Buzz
expected November 2007

“I will have the producer shoot an additional interview with Ty or one of the 
designers that will incorporate the language you laid out in regards to radon 
awareness, testing, and radon‐resistant home building. ”

– Brandon Reigg Executive Producer ABC



Create the message: 
A Radon-Resistant Home is a Greener and 

Healthier Home!

Will you make a PERSONAL commitment to 
pollinate the GREEN BUZZ?

Tell the Radon story & give tips on FIVE new Blogs and 
Web Sites by January!  



How to do it?
• Search for GREEN Blogs
• Search for Green Web sites
• Search on home, family, health, enviro
• Then begin to…

Post, post, post
Write, write, write
Call, call, call
Email, Email, Email



Polling Question 

• Please respond to polling question now. 



Surgeon General Warning  
Use School, Religious, Lobby and Web 

Broadcasts for TV & Radio PSAs

TV  Radio
Order at www.epapsa.com



Television:  Add this TV to your Web Sites



Local Magazines and web sites & Association Pubs



This Goes Any Where



Retail, Real Estate Pubs or Trade Shows



Print Real Estate Focus 



Can use for Web, Billboard, on a Bus, Mall Graphic



2007 Media Campaign Results
TV:  22,000 airings of SG PSAs = 

$7,312,000 of  value
Radio:  331 stations using SG PSAs =

$4,162,681 of value
Radio Builder Fuad:  215 stations using =

$6,436,998 of value
Web:  Yahoo, MSN, About.com & more =

$582,480 of on-line value
Airport:  82 orders  = $689,000
So far:  Birmingham, Miami, Orlando, Tampa, Memphis, Minneapolis



USE THESE PRODUCTS YEAR 
ROUND

Education and Promotion is a Year-round effort! 

Do it often to reap the benefits

www.epapsa.com
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National Radon Action Month 
Success in Alabama

Patricia W. Smith 
Radon Regional Extension Agent

Alabama Radon Education Program
802 Veterans Drive
Florence, AL  35630

(256) 766-4846
smithp7@auburn.edu

Alabama Cooperative Extension System
www.aces.edu/radon/

mailto:smithp7@auburn.edu
http://www.aces.edu/radon/


Radon Webinar
October 17, 2007

Radon in Alabama overview
• Extension has been a State Indoor Radon Grant sub-grantee since 

October 1997

• 22 Radon team members

• 15 Zone 1 counties with an average radon risk of 24%

• Our focus is to educate citizens about the radon health risk, encourage 

them to test their homes and mitigate if needed, and build new homes 

RRNC.

• Alabama is a non-regulatory state

– 6 cities adopted the radon appendix in their building code

• We started working on National Radon Action Month outreach in 2003
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Alabama’s 2007 National Radon Action Month Results
• Outcomes attributable directly or indirectly to NRAM efforts

– 11 local newspaper articles (180,505 potential readers)
– 4 TV programs (396,000 potential viewers)
– 5 radio programs (70,000 potential listeners)
– 9 proclamations were obtained

• Results that are attributable directly or indirectly to NRAM efforts
– 528 test kits were sold in January and February

381 test kits were used (72% usage rate of sales)
– includes 64 prior-purchased kits were used
– 97 (25%) tests were above the EPA action level

– 24 homes were tested by certified testers 
14 homes (58%) were above the EPA action level

– 42 homes were mitigated in the January-March quarter
– 46 homes were reported built with radon-resistant new construction
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Alabama’s 2007 National Radon Action Month Activities

• NRAM activities/events included
– 5 radio programs
– 4 TV programs
– 20+ exhibits
– Radon programs to 69 youth groups, 20 community groups
– 11 newspaper articles
– 9 proclamations

• Partnerships with hospitals, libraries and civic groups
• Resources

– EPA radio and TV PSAs
– EPA sample proclamation and letters
– Alabama marketing tools 
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Alabama’s Tips for National Radon Action Month Success
• Start early…October
• Obtain proclamations from cities within each Zone 1 county

– Sample proclamation packet, localized for each city or county
Letter
Sample proclamation
GIS map
Radon brochure
Citizens Guide

– If possible, be at the proclamation signing
Schedule time on the agenda to make a presentation

– Provide special “bag” to each government official
Free test kit
Radon brochure
GIS radon zip code map of results
EPA Citizen’s Guide to Radon
Marketing materials

• USE THE PROCLAMATION!
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More tips for National Radon Action Month Success
• News media

– Start early – target the January 1st edition
– Personally meet with the reporter or editor
– Provide them with a free test kit
– Provide them with an EPA  sample press release

Include where to get test kits
Include local contact numbers
Include radon risk figures for that area
Provide them with your radon web site

– Provide them with the GIS zip code map for the area
• Plan for January programs now

– Seek opportunities throughout the year
• Make test kits available at program presentations

– Record serial number, date, name, address, location/event
• Code or date the coupons you distribute during this time
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Alabama’s Plan for the 2008 National Radon Action Month
• Proclamations

– Try to obtain at least 2 per county (30 total, which is 3x last year’s #)
– Ask for time on the agenda to make a presentation
– Provide “bags” with radon materials for government officials

• Programs
– Radon Advisory Leadership Councils for two counties
– Lunch and Learn seminars at local hospitals
– Civic organizations
– Partner with Libraries
– Partner with schools and youth organizations

• Newspaper articles
• TV programs
• Radio programs and PSAs
• Partner with utility companies with radon message on billing 

statements
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National Radon Action Month 
Success in Colorado

Chrystine Kelley
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment

303-692-3442
www.cdphe.state.co.us/hm/rad/radon

chrys.kelley@state.co.us

http://www.cdphe.state.co.us/hm/rad/radon
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Radon in Colorado
• Program has been in existence since late 1980’s
• Two ½ time staff members
• 80%+ of Colorado is Zone 1, remaining Zone 2
• Focus is public outreach and education
• Non-regulatory with exceptions (schools & real estate)
• This will be my 3rd NRAM
• EPA State Indoor Radon Grant Distribution

– 21 Grantees
• Local Health Departments
• Extension Agencies
• Public Health Nurses
• Municipalities
• Private Entities
• Universities
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Colorado’s 2007 National Radon Action Month Results
– Distribute 30,000 pieces of literature/year
– Governor’s NRAM Proclamation issued in January w/statewide press 

release
– Radon Hotline-1,600 phone calls/year
– 10,000 website hits/year
– 60+ articles about radon were published in the local media
– Estimating 95,000 people reached through outreach activities
– CDPHE distributed 1,500 free test kits to public (big learning experience!)
– 3,000 test kits distributed by locals
– 56% return rate
– 46% above 4 PCi/L
– 7,833 homes mitigated
– Working on builders survey to determine RRNC
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Colorado’s 2007 National Radon Action Month Activities

• Focus public attention on radon issues
• Key activities

– Press releases
– Proclamation
– Website postings
– Attendance at public events (i.e., health fairs, community events, etc.)  

• Resources
– Public Relations staff
– State Indoor Radon Grant Funds pre-allocated for NRAM
– Get to know your mailroom staff!  Suckup!
– Work with other IAQ folks in your department (Asthma, Lead, etc.)

• Partnerships
– Local Health Departments, Extension Offices, Measurement/Mitigation 

providers, Realtors, Environmental Health Assn’s, Cancer Coalitions, etc.
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Colorado’s 2007 National Radon Action Month Results Tracking

• Learn to love EXCEL!  
– Track publications distributed, phone calls, etc., as you go, not after the 

fact
• Work with test kit companies, measurement/mitigation contractors to 

get results
– Call them, get on a first name basis, they want to help you also (good PR 

for them!)
• Track results all year long, not just during NRAM, we need the info for 

EPA anyways….
• Come up with new methods for tracking difficult numbers (CBA, school 

inspectors, teachers, etc.) 
• Pounding the media with information does make a difference, be 

persistent! (no cost to do press releases)
• Results are better than expected!
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Colorado’s Tips for National Radon Action Month Success

• Free test kits-our experience
– Be careful how “well” you advertise
– Be prepared for influx of phone calls
– Have only one method for ordering
– Work with test kit company to handle distribution and results
– Have a press release announcing unavailability ready
– Stress LIMITED SUPPLY, ONE PER HOUSEHOLD

• Use your PR folks in your department to their fullest ability
• Don’t recreate the wheel (coupons, press releases, etc.)
• Preplan your time and funding needed for NRAM
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Colorado’s Preview for the 2008 National Radon Action Month

• 3,000 free test kits

• Governor’s proclamation with more media attention

• Create NRAM brochure for distribution to local health 
departments, extension offices, libraries, birth certificate 
registry, etc. for state/local outreach

• Pounding the press releases

• Targeting local neighborhood publications (usually free!)
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National Radon Action Month 
Success in Illinois

Cindy Ladage, Illinois Emergency 
Management Agency Radon Program

1035 Outer Park Drive
Springfield, IL  62704

217-785-9889
Cindy.Ladage@illinois.gov

mailto:%20Cindy.Ladage@illinois.gov
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Radon in Illinois
• The Illinois Radon Program has been in existence since the mid 

1980’s and has always participated in Radon Action Week and Radon 
Action Month.  We are part of the Illinois Emergency Management 
Agency.

• Program: Steve Collins, manager, Patrick Daniels and myself along 
with three Graduate Public Service Interns. (which is a great way to 
expand a program without hiring staff)

• The Illinois Radon Program focuses on sharing information about 
radon with our citizens and licensing professionals that offer radon  
testing or mitigation.
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Goals of Radon Action Month
• To partner to share the message, resources and reach new 

audiences. The old “two heads are better than one” adage is our 
motto. Partners include:
– American Lung Association of Illinois & Respiratory Health 

Association of Metropolitan Chicago, 
– Illinois Association of Realtors & Real Estate Agents, 
– National Association of Certified Home Inspectors & National 

Association of Home Inspectors, 
– State Indoor Radon Grant Grantees, 
– University of IL Extension Educators, 
– Dept. of Commerce & Economic Opportunity & other state agencies,
– Licensees & industry groups such as AARST, 
– Illinois Public Health Association & other health conferences, 
– Media & other citizen advocates.
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2007 National Radon Action Month Results
• Since Jan. 2006 over 25,000 test kits - During Jan. 2007 2,256 test 

kits were distributed through our office, State Indoor Radon Grant 
grantees and other partners.  Approximately 33% of the test kits
released have been used since the inception of the free test kit
program.

• Results? Survey to test kit recipients-mitigation, post mitigation testing 
numbers. Difficult numbers to provide in outputs.

• Examples of activities generating test kit requests:
– 400 at USEPA presentation about radon and testing at USEPA’s Region V 

Chicago offices.  A presentation along with an exhibit booth worked well. This 
would work well at any employee group such as hospitals, factories etc.

– Release of the Illinois Status Report through our Public Information Officer 
created ensuing publication of radon in Illinois in the media.
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Documents provided during January 2007
• Six thousand radon documents were distributed during 

January and the Radon Program received 825 calls.
– Prompted by Illinois Status report release which was released in

November when we gave out 6,697 documents and fielded 1,325 
calls.

– Requests resulted from an approved continuing education class to
real estate agents, construction workshops offered by Department
of Commerce and Economic Opportunity and Radon Networking 
Day where county health, non-profit and other groups come 
together to learn about radon and how to start their own programs.

– Articles like those on the Illinois Association of Realtors Website & 
in the Women Council of Realtors newsletter. 
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2007 National Radon Action Month Activities & Tracking

• Being a regulatory state our mitigation and testing numbers are 
required. Access (which is a simple Microsoft Office program) tracks 
documents and kits.  We tag kits per activity from our test kit coupons.

• Using November which is Lung Cancer Awareness month and 
December activities as a forerunner some will boil over as the Radon 
Month Activities.  We use these months to launch new ideas.  For
example:
– November- Women’s Health Conference-launched brochure about 

women, radon and lung cancer opens doors to other presentations and 
health care providers. 

– December- This year at the Illinois Department on Aging we will present 
“radon-resistant homes for the elderly”.  

– Some activities are not measured in numbers, but in connections such as 
the one listed above that came from an Alzheimer’s conference where the 
true success was with the other vendors rather than the attendees.
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Illinois Tips
• Double dip, write one article that can be used as a 

template for several.
• Use one presentation that can be adapted for several.
• Partner, meet your partner’s need, let them share the 

message with the audience they know.
• Offer to present, do a poster session, or offer a continuing 

education class to the audience you are trying to reach.
• We are willing to share handouts, presentations, or 

anything that can assist other states.
• Work with laboratories providing test kits for tracking.
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2008 National Radon Action Month for Illinois

The Illinois plan for 2008 is underway.  We participated in 
calls planning with partners. 

Activities-Test kits at USEPA, possibly mitigate a low income 
home, articles in trade and health industry publications, work 
with the real estate industry sharing information about our 
new Radon Awareness Act, offer presentations, teach 
courses, and honor the Illinois poster contest winners. 

– We plan to double the number of real estate agents requesting 
information about radon and how it will affect their transactions in 
the next year.
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Questions and 
Answers
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