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This mamorandun transnits definitions of several terms used in the
vater quality stendavds projram and is the result of a suggestion by one
region that such infermation weuld b2 useful. 7s the people asscciated
with the standards progranm change over the years, indeed as the program
its2lf changes, difficulties soretimes creep into the larnguage we use.
i'oreover, words tend to acquire new meanings or Grop cat of use altogether.

I trust the following definitions and informaticn will clear any
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DO, CRAPES:  Applies solely to the ben=ficial use designation of a water
body and is used to descriibe the domward reclassification of
a vater body wnen the current designated use requires more
stringent water cuality criteria than are currently being
attained, States must justify this action as required by 40
CFR 35.1550(c)(3). Downgrades are an eptropriate item for
review ducing the three-year review process, but such a review

is not maniatory, oae a olocw~Gro0l Lao deon a4

VaPIANCE: 2pplins solely to a water quality criterion (criteria) and is
an allouzable deviation from reeting water cuality standards
based effluent limitation for a particular discharger. EPA
may accept such variances as part of State ¥0S as long as
they are consistent with the substantive requirements of 40
CFR 35.1550. "Variances" are granted for a specific period
of time and must bas rejustified upon expiration but at least
every three years. "Variances" nay adversely affect but not
elininate the designated use. A "variance" granted to a
particular dischacger on a stream sogment does not exerpt
other dischargers from meeting the effluent limitations nec-
essary to maintain water quality standards. The basis for a
"veriance” is OGC Opinion #53. 1/

1/ O.C Coinion £53 occasionally uscs the word cxciption instead of.
variance.  For simplicity we will use only tnz term "variance,”

FPAFCIos 13006 (0t v 700





