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Overview 

• How did we get here? 
• TRI Tools 

– TRI Explorer 
– TRI.NET 

• Envirofacts Tribal Query 
– Search Capability 
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How did we get here?  

• 2008. OEI began including a tribal filter in TRI data 
analysis tools 

• July 2010.  National Tribal Caucus requested a 
clearinghouse of EPA’s tribal environmental data 

• OEI’s Senior management asked staff to research 
adding a tribal query to Envirofacts (EPA’s one stop 
source for environmental information) 

• OEI partnered with EPA’s American Indian 
Environmental Office and EPA’s geoplatform team 
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TRI Reporting for Facilities  
in Indian Country 

• April 2012: EPA finalized regulations requiring facilities located in Indian country 
to annually report TRI release data to the respective Tribal governments, as well 
as EPA. 

• Regulations require facilities meeting TRI reporting requirements and located  in 
Indian country to submit TRI reports to EPA and the appropriate Tribal 
governments 

• Tribal Chairperson or equivalent elected official can: 

– Petition EPA to add (or remove) a particular chemical or chemicals to (or 
from) the list of chemicals covered by TRI 

– Request that EPA apply TRI reporting requirements to a specific facility or 
facilities located within that Tribe’s land 

{EPA ultimately determines whether to add a facility or add/delete TRI chemicals} 

• Facilities meeting TRI reporting requirements located in Indian country are 
required to send their annual reports to the appropriate Tribe 
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Tribal Analysis Tools  
• In the following material, several slides will not be 
discussed during the live presentation. This additional 
material is included to further aid TRI data users in 
understanding some of the tools and the information 
provided. 
 
•These additional slides contain the following note in 
the upper  right corner: Material to 

further aid TRI 
data users 
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• Links to all tools mentioned today may be found at: 
• www.epa.gov/tri 
• Click on Find Tools for TRI Data Analysis 
 

• The above location also contains links to: 
• TRI National Analysis 
• Downloadable TRI data files 
• MyRTK 
• DMR (Discharge Monitoring Report) Pollutant Loading Tool  
• Enforcement and Compliance History Online (ECHO) 
• Enviromapper 
• TRI-CHIP (TRI Chemical Hazard Information Profiles) 
• RSEI (Risk-Screening Environmental Indicators) 

Location of Tools  

http://www.epa.gov/tri
http://www2.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-program/tri-data-and-tools
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• TRI Explorer 
• Filters available in Facility Reports and Industry Reports 
• Data in Facility Profile Report - Tribe name and distance  

 
• TRI.Net 

• Optional grouping variables - Tribe name and distance 
• Filters can be custom built by user 
 

• Other Envirofacts Queries 
• Tribal Filter in Multisystem Query (Broader than just TRI) 
• Tribal Filters or Tribal Identifiers in all TRI Reports (may 
require drilling down a few layers to Form R data) 

 

Tribal Analysis Tools 
Integration with Tribal Information  
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TRI Tools 
Basic Options with Tribal Filters 

(Specific options available vary between different tools) 

• A single Tribe or Alaskan Native Village (ANV) selected from a list 
 

• Near a single Tribe or ANV selected from a list 
• At a defined distance (up to 10 miles) 
 

• All Tribes or Alaskan Native Villages (ANV) 
 

• Near all Tribes or Alaskan Native Villages (ANV) 
• At a defined distance (up to 10 miles) 
 

• Other filtering options available with some tools 



Step 1. Choose 
Report Type 

Step 3. Choose Filters 
(Optional - All filters 
have a default) 

Step 2. Select a Report 
Grouping (How data will 
be summarized) 

Step 4. Choose 
Columns to be 
displayed (All options 
have a default) 

Step 5. Click on the 
Generate Report button. 

TRI Explorer 
Five Steps to generate a report 

Reports with 
Filters by Tribe 
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TRI Explorer 
Selecting a Tribal Filter 

Additional dropdown boxes 
with some selections 
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TRI Explorer 
Display of Data 

Any associated 
Tribe or ANV is 
listed in Facility 
Profile Report, 
even when no 
filter is used 

Filter used 
identified in 
heading of all 
tabular reports 
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TRI Explorer 
Points to remember 

▲   Multiple paths to same results 
▲   Business rules applied 
▲   Only accesses some TRI data elements 
▲   Links to explanatory text 
▲   Information vs Raw Data  
        Both available from TRI Explorer directly or indirectly 

▲   Facility Profile Page  
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1) An Interactive Demonstration introduction to all functionalities of the TRI 
Explorer. This demonstration is meant for users who are unfamiliar with the 
TRI Explorer’s interface. 
 

2) Step-by-Step Tutorials detailed instructions to answer specific questions, 
using a live copy of TRI Explorer 

TRI Explorer  
Assistance Available on User Interface 

Material to 
further aid TRI 
data users 

13  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Links to explanatory 
text 

Special Conditions or Alerts 
posted here.  (Only present 

when situations warrant) 

Includes: 
   Addition of new  
  features and data fields 
 
  Bug Fixes 
 
  Changes in how  
  certain data is displayed 

Quick paths back to a fresh 
starting point 

http://www.epa.gov/triexplorer
http://www.epa.gov/TRI


TRI Explorer 
The Report - Exploration And Keeping Your Bearings 
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All reports identify 
the date of the data 

All reports have a 
title incorporating 
Report Type and 
filters 

Explore Deeper 

Explore 
Broader 

Material to 
further aid TRI 
data users 
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TRI Explorer 
The Report  - What’s Below the Tables? 

Multiple 
view and 
save 
options 

Quick links to other report types 
without re-inputting your 
selection parameters 

Customized 
footnotes 
based on 
report 
parameters 
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Material to 
further aid TRI 
data users 
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1) Pick Dataset 
2) Pick principal 
columns to display 

3) Pick TRI Data 
Elements (Optional) 

4) Pick Filters (optional) 
5) Run 
Query 

Forces display of 
Tribal information in 
Reports 

TRI.Net 
Steps to Access the Data 
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TRI.Net 
Sample Query Results with Tribal Data 

Variables selected 
     Tribal Land 
     Waste Quantities / Recycled 

As shown, quantities include facilities both on and 
near Tribal lands. Need to include additional 
information to differentiate. 

Variables selected 
     Tribal Land 
     Tribal miles 
     Waste Quantities / Recycled 

1874 records – a lot of data to wade through 
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TRI.Net 
Sample Query Results with Tribal Data 

Variables selected 
     Tribal Land 
     Tribal miles 
     Waste Quantities / Recycled 
     Ad Hoc tribal_miles = 0 

Drill into results for Oneida 
Several options to choose 
Select facilities  

Results are total quantity recycled for 
all facilities.  
What are these facilities? 
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TRI.Net 
Sample Query Results with Tribal Data 

Results of drill down 
Map results directly from TRI.Net 

TRI identification number and location of facilities on Oneida lands, which recycled at 
least some of their toxic waste 



Question – What has been happening with Mercury 
Releases? 
  
Approach – Look at a trend report for Mercury 
 
      When I look at the results, do the results look  
      reasonable? If not, What might be happening? 

TRI Explorer 
A Short Example 

Material to 
further aid TRI 
data users 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 20 



Default Settings 

Modified Settings 

Note: 
Results will only 
be a partial 
answer – We 
really should 
look at mercury 
and mercury 
compounds. 
 
Trend reports 
currently only 
allow selection 
of a single 
chemical or a 
single core 
group 
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Material to 
further aid TRI 
data users 
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TRI Explorer 
A Short Example 



Note: 
There are 3 
separate tables 
in these results. 
 
That is a clue 
something 
happened 
where breaks 
occurred, 
perhaps due to 
a regulatory 
change. 
 
You will likely 
find the reason 
here 
 
 
 

Something is going on here, but I am 
really interested in more recent years  
(on the next slide) 
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Material to 
further aid TRI 
data users 
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TRI Explorer 
A Short Example 
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Material to 
further aid TRI 
data users 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Something is going on here. 
Question - Is this due to a single 
facility?, If so, who? 

TRI Explorer 
A Short Example 



Wait a moment,  
1) We were looking at surface water, which is not here 
2) What if the facility in which I might be interested is not in the top 100?  
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Material to 
further aid TRI 
data users 
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TRI Explorer 
A Short Example 



Surface water is a detail column within 
this summary column.  
 
Simply expand column to see the 
details 
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Material to 
further aid TRI 
data users 
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TRI Explorer 
A Short Example Wait a moment,  

1) We were looking at surface water, which is not here 
2) What if the facility in which I might be interested is not in the top 100?  



Wait a moment,  
1) We were looking at surface water, which is not here 
2) What if the facility in which I might be interested is not in the top 100?  

Since we are looking to see if a 
single facility may explain a large 
increase, we can sort the column 
largest to smallest. 
 
Sort will look at all 556 facilities not 
just the 100 shown on the web page. 
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Material to 
further aid TRI 
data users 
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TRI Explorer 
A Short Example 



Click on Facility Name 
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Material to 
further aid TRI 
data users 
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TRI Explorer 
A Short Example 

So we identified a facility with water releases of about the same magnitude as the blip we originally saw 
in a trend table on slide 23. 
New question – Is this value normal for this facility? 



Link to all reporting forms in Envirofacts 
for the identified reporting year 

Location and contact info 

Industry as reported to EPA & Sector 
grouping used for analytical purposes 

MORE 
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Material to 
further aid TRI 
data users 
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TRI Explorer 
A Short Example – Facility Profile Report 



Short summary of 
Major “Totals” 

Summary of Dioxins (in Grams) 
Specific format is dependent 
on reporting year of data  

MORE 
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Material to 
further aid TRI 
data users 
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TRI Explorer 
A Short Example 
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Link to some great 
trend graphs 

Integrated Risk 
Information System 
(IRIS) Reports 

Link to some trend reports 

Click for trend graph 
of Individual chemical 
by the specific facility 

Material to 
further aid TRI 
data users 
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TRI Explorer 
A Short Example 
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Material to 
further aid TRI 
data users 
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TRI Explorer 
A Short Example 



Envirofacts Homepage: http://www.epa.gov/enviro 
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Multisystem Search with Tribal Filters 
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Search for facilities found On or Near Any Tribe  
(Filter: “On Any Tribe” & “State= NM”) 
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Search Results for “On Any Tribe” 
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Search for facilities found On or Near a Specific Tribe 
(Filter: “On/Near - within a 3 mile radius”  & “specified 
tribe”  &  “State=NM”) 37  
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Search Results for “On or Near” a “specified tribe”  
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Questions and Discussion 
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