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In 2001, the EPA listed 
the Duwamish River as 

one of America’s
most toxic waste sites.



Lead
Mercury
Arsenic
Cadium
Chromium
Copper
Silver
Zinc
PCBs
Dioxins
Anthracene
Flourene
Flournthene
Napthalene
Phenol

Pyrene
Pentachlorophenol
N-Nitrosodiphenylamine
Benzo(ghi)perylene
Benzoic acid
Benzyl Acid
Benyl alchohol
Dibenzofuran
Hexachlorobenzene
cPAHs:
- Benz(a)anthracene
- Benzo(a)pyrene
- Benzo(b,k)flourathenes
- Dibenz(a,h)anthracene
- Indeno (1,2,3-cd)pyrene
- Chrysene

Acenapthene
Acenaphthylene
1,2,4-trichlorobenzene
1,4-dichlorobenzene
2.4-dimethylphenol
2-methylnaphthalene
Diethyl phthalate
Di-n-octyl phthalate
Butybenzyl phthalate
Phenathrene









Superfund designation & Early Action sites (hot spots)



Duwamish Valley Vision Plan



Healthy Communities Projects



1.    Community Action for a Renewed Environment



2.    Health Impact Assessment (HIA)



3.    Cumulative Health Impact Analysis





1. Protect health of people 
who eat seafood

2. Protect health of people 
who have contact with 
sediments

3. Protect health of fish and 
wildlife

4. Protect health of benthic 
fauna 





1. Protect health of people 
who eat seafood

2. Protect health of people 
who have contact with 
sediments???

3. Protect health of fish and 
wildlife

4. Protect health of benthic 
fauna



• 5.5 miles

• Total area to 
be 
remediated:

412 acres









Work plan:
5

16

25

5

105 days!



1. River Festival

2. E-Newsletters

3. Listservs

4. Phone banking and 
calls

5. TV and radio interviews

6. Mailer

7. Save the dates!

8.  Announcements

9. Factsheets

10. Fliers (multilingual)

11. Posters (3 languages)

12. Facebook

13. Twitter

14. Webpage

15. Personal invitations



Two meetings (3:30 
p.m. and 6:00 p.m.)

Food

Simultaneous 
interpretation in 
Vietnamese

Public testimony in 
four (4) different 
languages

162 attendees

Georgetown



One (1) meeting (5:30 
p.m.)

Food

Simultaneous 
interpretation for 
English speakers

Tickets to the Seattle 
Aquarium

Community-known 
emcee

151 attendees

South Park – 1st Spanish language!



Two meetings (2:30 p.m. 
and 6:00 p.m.)

Rally

Food

Simultaneous 
interpretation in Spanish

Art

Transportation

Televised

Comments corner

350 attendees

Town Hall (downtown Seattle)





For community 
members ONLY

Prior to their monthly 
neighborhood or 
council meeting

Direct access to the 
technical advisers

Prior to finalizing our 
factsheet

Food

~45 attendees

Technical Advice workshops



Boat and Land Tours (schools, universities, Tribes, 
specific immigrant groups, etc.)



In partnership with UW

Members of: PRPs, 
EPA, Ecology and DRCC

Food

Comments corner 
(Facebook, email, 
white board)

70 attendees

Panel Discussion – University of Washington



In partnership with 
Concord Int’l School

Four (4) different 
languages

Food

T Tickets to the Seattle 
Aquarium

Art

Coloring maps

Comments corner

246 attendees (~90% 
submitted comments)

Multilingual Public Meeting and Community Workshop



“Being here is like being in the United Nations!”



In partnership with GACC, 
Duwamish Artist 
Residency and Sandbox 
Sports

50-foot model

Community members 
presenting in six (6) 
different stations

Food

T Tickets to the Seattle 
Aquarium

Art

Comments corner

129 attendees

The Duwamish River in 3-D





“Amazing job, & you are setting the bar very high for 
future public meetings on all topics!!!”





***Public testimonies in (4) different languages: English, Spanish,                                                      
Vietnamese and Lushootseed



Postcard

Template

***Translated into three (3) different 
languages













2,300+ 10

3,350+ (1,270+)





The community doesn’t seem to think so…



The community doesn’t seem to think so…



The community doesn’t seem to think so…





The “black box”



Meeting with elected                     
officials



Meeting PRPs



Sending “friendly” reminders (to EPA and elected officials)

From the community From DRCC/TAG



Unveiling a social media campaign - The Duwamish is my River



Preparing for the next 
phase(s?) of the Healthy 
Communities Projects and 
implementation of HIA 
recommendations







Technical Advisory Group
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