This document does not substitute for EPA regulations; nor is it a
regulation itself. Thus, it does not and cannot impose legally binding
requirements on the EPA, the states, tribes or the regulated community,
and may not apply to a particular situation based on the circumstances.
If there are any differences between this web document and the statute
or regulations related to this document, the statute and/or regulations
govern. The EPA may change this guidance in the future.
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Three-Year Water Quality Standards Reviews

Patrick M, Tobin, Acting D1rector'tiszzlﬁsz

Criteria and Standards Division {WH-585)

Regional Wkater Division Directors

At our August 16-17 regional water quality standards coordinators
meeting, gquidance was requested on the following question: From what
point do you measure a three-year water quality standards review for
the nurposes of Section 303(c) of the Clean Water Act and Section 24 of
the Municipal Waste Water Treatment Construction Grant Amendments of
1981?

The answer is: You measure it from the date of the letter in
which the State informs EPA that revised or new standards have been
afopted for the affected waters and are being submitted for EPA review
or, if no changes were made in the standards for those waters, from the
date of the letter in which the State informs EPA that the standards
were reviewed and no changes were made.

This point will be included in the guidance document issued in
sunport of the revised water quality standards regulation.
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