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Chair, Ghildren’s Health Protection Advisory Committee
Cal/EPA, Office of Environmental Healtls Hazard Assessment
1515 Clby St., 16™ Floor

Oakland CA 94612

Dear Dr; Marty:

Iiwould like to thank you and the Children’s Health Protection Advisory

Commi ee {(CHPAC) for your recent letter to Administrator Johnson concemning
inated diphenyl ethers (PBDEs). We are pleased that you considered EPA’:
yect Plan in detail and share our interest in continued evaluation of this class
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PBDEs Project Plan released in March 2006 is a final document and, as such,
revised. Any follow-up activities on PBDEs, such as those recommended| by
the CHPAC, will be considered as part of the impiementation of the Project Plan. We do
epare status reports on EPA’s progress in impiementing the Project Plan, and to
available on an annual basis. We are currently preparing the initial status| -
intend to release it this spring. We will be happy to let you know when th

ort is available.

e appreciate CHPAC’s recommendations, which are all consistent with the
directions EPA is pursuing on PBDEs. Assessment of children’s exposures to PBDEslis
critical 1o evaluation of these chemicals. The body burden data that are forthcoming from
the Naticnal Health and Nutrition Evaluation Survey (NHANES) will be an importan
input 1o EPA’s continuing evaluation of PBDEs; however, NHANES will not provide
data for ypunger childreri. Many other sources of exposure-related information will have
to be congidered in addition to NHANES. EPA will consider available biomonitoring
literature relevant for children (including breast milk data), and other research on early-
life ex es. EPA is currently conducting an analysis of PBDE exposures, in
responding to the exposure-related white papers identified as new activities in the PBDEs
Project Plan (Activities 2.4 and 3.2). As part of this analysis, EPA is estimating PBDT
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exposure via multiple pathways for infants, children (ages 1-5, 6-11 and 12-19), and
adults. Pathways assessed include breastfeeding, food ingestion, water ingestion, hou
dust ingestion, house dust dermal contact, and inhalation. EPA is also modeling body
burdens for infants, children and adults based on the estimated daily intakes.
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PA is continuing to gather information for its evaluation of decaBDE. A draft of
the reviged Inteprated Risk Information System (IRIS) assessment was released for public
‘in December 2006, at’

information on decaBDE toxicity, exposure and environmenta) fate when it conducts|its
interim rpview of decaBDE (Activity 2.5). As pant of that interim review, EPA will
consider the need for further activities concerning decaBDE, including those you have
recommeuded.

A and CHPAC agree on the importance of conducting careful and timely
evaluations of a broad range of flame retardant alternatives, including new technologies
for fite p. fion. The methodology for the assessment of pentaBDE alternatives
conductet] by the Fumniture Flame Retardancy Partnership (FFRP) was developed in an
open pro;-css by a broad group of diverse stakeholders, with extensive opportunity for|
ut and participation. While further analysis could have been conducted, we
believe that the FIFRP séport was very useful in providing a great deal of information Tn

Section 5lof the FFRP report presents a detailed discussion of considerations for selecting

achieve fire safety standards.

appreciate your interest in PBDEs, and welcome any further mput the
CHPAC would like to provide regarding these chemicals and the relatcd sciemce and
policy issfes.

Sincerely, .

Louise P. Wise
Principal Deputy Associate Administrator,

cc; Charles Auer, OPPY
William Sanders, OCHP
Kevin Teichman, ORD
Laura Yoshii, Region 9
Valeric Washington, AQ






