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Triggered Monitoring

Only systems 

subject to the 

Ground Water 

Rule are on 

triggered 

monitoring!
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Triggered Monitoring

 The Total Coliform Rule (TCR) & the GWR: 

- Run parallel

- But are separate rules w/ separate requirements

- GWR piggybacks on the TCR GWR
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Triggered Monitoring

You DO NOT have to do anything UNTIL-

* You have a routine TCR unsafe/positive sample result

(includes 5 routines the month after a TC+)
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Triggered Monitoring

If you have a TCR routine positive/unsafe sample:

* Take your Ground Water Rule source sample(s)

when you collect your TCR repeats!!!

* Remember, the GWR piggybacks on the TCR when 

there is a TC+ ROUTINE TCR sample.
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Triggered Monitoring

WHERE are we sampling for Triggered Monitoring?

 Sample for the GWR at the source

(well(s), spring, or EPA-approved

location)

 Sample BEFORE treatment

 If you only have one ground water source, you may mark the sample location as 

“SOURCE” or specify the source name (e.g. GWR WL01)

 If your ground water sources combine before treatment, you can take a “combined 

source” sample, but make sure to label it as “combined source” on the form. 

Otherwise, list out each ground water source by name on the form on separate lines 

[e.g. Well #1, Well #2, etc., with the sample point code designation (GWR WL01, 

GWR WL02…)]

 It may be necessary for the system to install new sample tap



For Ground 

Water Rule: 

ONLY if the 

results are 

EC+ (E. coli) 

positive should 

you call 

immediately; 

TC+s at the 

source do not 

require any 

further follow-

up.
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Triggered Monitoring 
(Until March 31, 2016)

Steps to Take After a Positive (Unsafe or TC+) Total Coliform Rule 
(TCR) Routine Sample

(Remember: Anytime you have an E. coli (EC+) sample call EPA IMMEDIATELY!!!

How many TCR routine samples do you take?

1 sample/quarter (or month) 2 or more samples/quarter (or month)

1)   Take 4 repeat samples within 24 hours 
or as soon as possible in the 
distribution system for the TCR.

2) Sample all active groundwater 
sources for the GWR within 24 hrs; if 
EC+ results, call Gail at EPA at               
303-312-6497 immediately.   Take 3 repeat samples within 24 hours or as soon 

as possible in the distribution system for TCR

Are all TCR repeats SAFE?

1) Call Breann at EPA at 303-312-6034
2) Provide a Public Notice
3) Find the source of contamination
4) Take 5 routine samples the following month

1) No further action this month
2) In the next month, take 5 routine 

samples 

1) Sample all active groundwater sources 
for the Ground Water Rule within 24 
hrs; if EC+ results, call Gail at EPA at 
303-312-6497 immediately.

2) Are 2 or more TCR routine samples 
positive (unsafe or TC+)? Yes

No

Yes No

You have a MCL violation:


