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NOAA Opens More Than 8,000 Square Miles of Fishing Closed Area in the Gulf of Mexico 

NOAA has opened more than 8,000 square miles of previously closed fishing area in the Gulf of 

Mexico, because the agency has not observed oil in the area. The most significant opening is an area 

due south of Mississippi. Additionally, some smaller areas were opened off the Louisiana and central 

Florida coasts. These areas were initially closed as a precautionary measure to ensure the safety of 

seafood from the Gulf because oil was projected to be within those areas. 

The closed area now represents 78,597 square miles—approximately 32.5 percent—of federal waters 

in the Gulf of Mexico. This closure does not apply to any state waters. This leaves more than 67 

percent of Gulf federal waters available for fishing. Details can be found at http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/. 

 

Approved SBA Economic Injury Assistance Loans Surpass $5.94 Million 

SBA has approved 98 economic injury assistance loans to date, totaling more than $5.94 million for 

small businesses in the Gulf Coast impacted by the BP oil spill. Additionally, the agency has granted 

deferments on 465 existing SBA disaster loans in the region, totaling more than $2.13 million per 

month in payments. For information on assistance loans for affected businesses, visit the SBA’s Web 

site at www.sba.gov/services/disasterassistance, call (800) 659-2955 (800-877-8339 for the hearing 

impaired), or email disastercustomerservice@sba.gov. 

 

Administration Continues to Oversee BP’s Claims Process 

The administration will continue to hold the responsible parties accountable for repairing the damage, 

and repaying Americans who’ve suffered a financial loss as a result of the BP oil spill. To date, 72,563 

claims have been opened, from which more than $123 million have been disbursed. No claims have 

been denied to date. There are 731 claims adjusters on the ground. To file a claim, visit 

www.bp.com/claims or call BP’s helpline at 1-800-440-0858. Those who have already pursued the BP 

claims process and are not satisfied with BP’s resolution can call the Coast Guard at (800) 280-7118. 

Additional information about the BP claims process and all available avenues of assistance can be 

found at www.disasterassistance.gov. 

 

By the Numbers to Date: 
• The administration has authorized the deployment of 17,500 National Guard troops from Gulf Coast 

states to respond to this crisis; currently, 1,585 are active.  

• Approximately 35,600 personnel are currently responding to protect the shoreline and wildlife and 
cleanup vital coastlines.  
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• More than 6,300 vessels are currently responding on site, including skimmers, tugs, barges, and 
recovery vessels to assist in containment and cleanup efforts—in addition to dozens of aircraft, 
remotely operated vehicles, and multiple mobile offshore drilling units.  

• Approximately 2.57 million feet of containment boom and 4.17 million feet of sorbent boom have 
been deployed to contain the spill—and approximately 790,000 feet of containment boom and 2.1 
million feet of sorbent boom are available.  

• Approximately 25.4 million gallons of an oil-water mix have been recovered.  

• Approximately 1.47 million gallons of total dispersant have been applied—972,000 on the surface and 
493,000 subsea. More than 445,000 gallons are available.  

• 275 controlled burns have been conducted, efficiently removing a total of more than 10 million gallons 
of oil from the open water in an effort to protect shoreline and wildlife. Because calculations on the 
volume of oil burned can take more than 48 hours, the reported total volume may not reflect the most 
recent controlled burns.   

• 17 staging areas are in place to protect sensitive shorelines.  

• Approximately 166 miles of Gulf Coast shoreline is currently oiled—approximately 34 miles in 
Louisiana, 41 miles in Mississippi, 43 miles in Alabama, and 48 miles in Florida. These numbers 
reflect a daily snapshot of shoreline currently experiencing impacts from oil so that planning and field 
operations can more quickly respond to new impacts; they do not include cumulative impacts to date, 
or shoreline that has already been cleared.  

• Approximately 78,600 square miles of Gulf of Mexico federal waters remain closed to fishing in order 
to balance economic and public health concerns. More than 67 percent remains open. Details can be 
found at http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/.  

• To date, the administration has leveraged assets and skills from numerous foreign countries and 
international organizations as part of this historic, all-hands-on-deck response, including Canada, 
Germany, Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, the United Nations’ International Maritime Organization and 
the European Union's Monitoring and Information Centre.  
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To: Dana Tulis/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Erica Canzler/DC/USEPA/US@EPA
From: Dana Tulis/DC/USEPA/US
Date: 06/26/2010 12:05AM
cc: Cynthia Sonich-Mullin/CI/USEPA/US@EPA, Gregory Wilson/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Craig 
Matthiessen/DC/USEPA/US@EPA
Subject: Re: Fw: DISPERSANT PLAN FOR DWH

Here are my comments. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

     
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
Dana S. Tulis
National Incident Coordinator
Office of Emergency Management
Environmental Protection Agency
202-564-8600

Re: Fw: DISPERSANT PLAN FOR DWH
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Re: Fw: DISPERSANT PLAN FOR DWH   Link

Craig Matthiessen to: Dana Tulis 06/25/2010 10:10 PM

Cc: Gregory Wilson, Cynthia Sonich-Mullin

Dana;
I've copied Cindy in case Greg doesn't get a chance to review before 9 am.  

My comments:  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 
?  

Can't think of anything else right now.  Craig

Dana Tulis---06/25/2010 06:14:47 PM---Please look at this and provide me your comments by 9am 
tomorrow.  They wanted comments back tonight

From: Dana Tulis/DC/USEPA/US

To: Gregory Wilson/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Craig Matthiessen/DC/USEPA/US@EPA

Date: 06/25/2010 06:14 PM

Subject: Fw: DISPERSANT PLAN FOR DWH

Please look at this and provide me your comments by 9am tomorrow.  They wanted comments back 
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tonight and I pushed until tomorrow since Sam just sent it.  Please coordinate with anyone else you think 
needs to see it.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------
Dana S. Tulis
National Incident Coordinator
Office of Emergency Management
Environmental Protection Agency
202-564-8600

----- Forwarded by Dana Tulis/DC/USEPA/US on 06/25/2010 06:13 PM -----

From
:

Sam Coleman/R6/USEPA/US

To: Dana Tulis/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Diane Thompson/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Richard 
Windsor/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Al Armendariz/R6/USEPA/US@EPA

Cc: Lawrence Starfield/R6/USEPA/US@EPA

Date: 06/25/2010 05:45 PM

Subje
ct:

Fw: DISPERSANT PLAN FOR DWH

  

Samuel Coleman, P.E.
Director,  Superfund Division  Region 6
214 665-6701
214 789-2016 (cell)
coleman.sam@epa.gov

----- Forwarded by Sam Coleman/R6/USEPA/US on 06/25/2010 04:44 PM -----

From
:

Craig Carroll/R6/USEPA/US

To: Sam Coleman/R6/USEPA/US@EPA

Cc: Ronnie Crossland/R6/USEPA/US@EPA, Mark Hansen/R6/USEPA/US@EPA, Susan 
Webster/R6/USEPA/US@EPA, R6 DWH REOC RIC@EPA, Steve Mason/R6/USEPA/US@EPA

Date:06/25/2010 03:33 PM

Subj
ect:

Fw: DISPERSANT PLAN FOR DWH
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National Incident Commander Objectives: 

1. Establish and manage a coordinated interagency response effort to effectively employ all resources 
required to mitigate current and long term environmental and economic impacts of the incident. 

2. Engage and inform the public, stakeholders and the media, keeping them apprised of response activities 
and plans. 

3. Engage across all levels of government to develop courses of action for issues that span multiple agencies 
and departments. 

 
Unified Area Command Objectives: 

1. Ensure the safety and welfare of citizens and response personnel. 
2. Control the source of the spill. 
3. Continue to contain, recover, and dispose of spilled material. 
4. Continue to maximize use and availability of advanced source control and response technologies. 
5. Continue to maximize the protection, assessment, and response to environmentally, sensitive areas and 

wildlife risk. 
6. Ensure stakeholders, government officials, and the public are kept informed of source control and 

response actions. 
7. Minimize social, political, economic, and environmental impacts. 
8. Continue to optimize critical resource utilization and effectiveness from all agencies and organizations 

across all response areas. 
9. Ensure sustainability by conducting strategic planning to address long-range planning concerns; including 

worst case scenarios, contingencies, resources, logistics, and potential gaps. 
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Highlights of the Last Operational Period: (Houston 1220EST Update 23Jun) 
• ENTERPRISE: Resumed production. See Source Control for details.  
• ICP Houma reported the death of an ES&H contractor who drowned in a swimming pool last 

night. Incident happened at the Clarion Inn, in Gretna, LA. Jefferson Parish Sheriff's Office will 
handle the investigation.  

• ICP Mobile reports a possible suicide of a VOO Capt; Gulf Shores, AL. Counselors are en-route 
to assist crew members and the VOO community. Investigation continues. 

• The Port Fourchon Harbor Police and Sheriff's office have evacuated one of the BP offices here, 
having received a suspicious package. The package was addressed to Tony Hayward, and no one 
can determine how the package was delivered; postmark is from Florida, with no return address. 
The sheriff is bringing a dog in, the fire department is on scene, they have requested HazMat 
support, and in general are treating this as a bomb threat in accordance with local procedures. 
The evacuation may extend to cover several other buildings in the area.  

 
Source Control:  (Houston 2000EST Update 23 June) 

  0000-1200CDT 23 June  Total Recovered/Flared  

Vessel  OIL  GAS  OIL  GAS  

DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE  

5,506 bbls  11.9 million cubic 
ft of gas  

269,014 bbls  573.3 million cubic 
ft of gas  

Q4000  4,627 bbls  7.9 million cubic ft 
of gas  

66,867 bbls  119.8 million cubic 
ft of gas  

Riser Insertion 
Test Tube (RITT)  

0  0  22,170 bbls  0  

Cumulative 
oil/gas recoverd 
to date:  

10,133 bbls  19.8 million cubic 
ft of gas  

358,051 bbls  693.1 million cubic 
ft of gas  

 
Relief Well Data: (Houston 1220EST Update 23 June) 

 Depth  
Depth below sea-
floor  

% Complete  Commencts  

DD-II  10,000  4,662’  26%  T-Time: 108hrs  

DD-III  16,277  10,968’  50%  T-Time: 108hrs  

 
• DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE:  The ENTERPRISE initiated an emergency drive off at 

0943EDT.  The drive off was due to liquid coming out of a vent and discharging overboard near 
the flare stack.  The vent is part of the hot water system that injects water into the riser pipe.  It  
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has been determined that the cause of the vent leak was due to a valve at depth that was “shut 
off”.  DE crew and BP engineers believe the vent was closed by an ROV that may have bumped 
into the valve.  The TOP HAT was lifted up before the drive off so there is no damage to the 
HAT.  The TOP HAT was placed back on the LMRP at 1940EDT. (Houston 2000EDT Update 
23 June) 

•    Flow  was successfully re-established back to the DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE at 2000EDT on 
23 June after a shut down due to observed flow from a diverter valve.  (Houston 2000EDT 
Update 23 June) 

• DDIII –1st Relief Well: First ranging run with a wireline tool (magnetic) to locate the MC252 
well casing is continuing.  Cement bond log will be run in conjunction with 2nd ranging 
operation.  The vessel HOS CENTERLINE has hookup to the DDIII with 14,900 bbls of 14.2 
mud and 10,100 bbls of 16.5 mud.  The mud is on site in case the MC252 well is penetrated 
(nicked) by accident while ranging.  The mud will be injected to stop oil flow from coming up 
the relief well.  (Houston 2000EDT Update 23 June) 

• Near Term BOP Collection – The next phase of Near Term BOP Collection is scheduled for 
completion and operational 28 June.  It will consist of the vessel HELIX PRODUCER being 
positioned on to the completed CDP-1 free standing riser.  The HELIX PRODUCER has an oil 
processing capacity of 20-25,000 bbls per day rate.  It does not have storage capacity so there 
will be a tanker vessel connected at all times to collect oil. (Houston 2000EDT Update 23 June) 

• Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan (CDP-1) – The free standing riser components 
installation was completed.  Pressure testing was delayed again due to a small leak in the vent 
line to the inner riser.  The vessel CASEY CHOUEST will be installing the buoy and clump 
weight to the free standing riser on 25 June.  The vessel CHOUEST HOLIDAY is staging in the 
area preparing for the surface flexible hose transfer operation to the HELIX PRODUCER. 
(Houston 2000EDT Update 23 June)  

• Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan (CDP-2) – Components for second free standing 
riser are on track for early July delivery; being shipped to Port Fourchon on 26 June.  The SIT 
(system integration test) for the free standing riser #2 is expected to begin 24 June.  A second 
float (air can) and a sub-sea anchor is built and ready for deployment.  The location on the sea 
floor for the second free standing riser has been identified.  Suction pile installation will start 30 
June.  Engineers are currently evaluating options to accelerate FSR-2 to BOP flexible hose to 
accelerate installation delivery. (Houston 2000EDT Update 23 June) 

• The 40’ section of riser pipe (kink) that was cut away from the top of the LMRP is on the vessel 
FAST SPIRIT and is en-route to Coast Guard Station New Orleans; estimated to arrive at 0030, 
24 June.  (Houston 2000EDT Update 23 June) 

• TOISA PISCES is scheduled for Port State Inspection on 24 June.  It will be positioned-attached 
to the CDP-2 free standing riser to continuously process oil. (Houston 2000EDT Update 23 June) 

• SEILLEAN (FPSO) departed Vitoria, Brasil today en-route to Port of Spain, Trinidad.  
Estimated arrival in Trinidad is 6 July.  An engineering team from BP will meet the vessel in 
Trinidad for a 3-4 day retrofit to expand production capabilities.  Frontier Drilling USA (vessel 
owner) is in the process of requesting USCG PSC examiners and Class surveyors to meet the 
vessel upon arrival in Port of Spain.  Frontier Drilling USA would like all required CG and class 
surveys completed prior to departure from Trinidad. (Houston 2000EDT Update 23 June) 

• THE NAVION FENNIA is en-route from Europe.  It is scheduled to arrive in Port Everglades, 
FL on 4 July for an initial COC.  The NAVION FENNIA will be used as a tanker working with 
HELIX PRODUCER and TOISA PISCES. (Houston 2000EDT Update 23 June) 
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• The tanker vessels EVI KNUTSEN and NAVION FENNIA are en- route from Europe. 
Scheduled to arrive on location late June. (OIR 0700CDT Update 23 June) 

• The LOCH RANNOCH: waiting on location capacity of 1,000,000 bbls.; tanker for the HELIX 
PRODUCER; capacity is 750,000 barrels. (OIR 0700CDT Update 23 June) (OIR 1220EST 
Update 23 June) 

• The CLEAR LEADER:  They continue sourcing equipment. The 3,800 jumper that will be used 
for this option left Brazil today and should be on location July 4th.  It is not expected to have the 
CLEAR LEADER operational until mid-July.  Now planning “haz ops” preparation. (OIR 
0700CDT Update 23 June) 

• CASCADE/MASSACHUSETTS: tankers used for offloading ENTERPRISE. When the transfer 
of oil is complete, the vessel CASCADE will proceed to the South West Pass to be 
decontaminated.  After decontamination, the CASCADE will proceed to the Sun Terminal in 
Nederland, TX for offloading.  Estimated volume to be offloaded at the Sun Terminal is 180,000 
bbls. (Houston 1220EST Update 23 June) 

• SKANDI NEPTUNE: applying subsea dispersants around the BOP stack. (OIR 0700CDT 
Update 23 June) 

• INSPIRATION: Nothing new to report.  
• HOS ACHIEVER: Nothing new to report.  

 
Clean-Up/Response Operations: are now captured in the Daily At-A-Glance Brief.   

Environmental Impacts & Port/Waterway Economic Impact: Nothing new to report.  
 
Areas of Emphasis:  

• Vessel of Opportunity (VOO) Command & Control: Nothing new to report.  
• Airspace Command & Control: Nothing new to report.  
• Skimmer Management: Nothing new to report. 

 
Future Plans (Next 24-48 hours) (UAC Exec Sum 23Jun)  

• Continue sub-sea dispersant; monitor pressure 
• Maximize flow back to the ENTERPRISE 
• Q4000 maximize flowback and flaring operations 
• DDII to test BOP and drill ahead 
• DDIII to drill 9 7/8” section and perform magnetic ranging for MC 252#1 wellbore location
• CDP 1: laying subsea flexible tubing and hooking up to manifold; pressure test air can 

 
NIC Strategic Efforts: Nothing new to report.  
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NOC-PRODUCED SENIOR LEADERSHIP BRIEF 

 
1800 EDT 23 June 2010 
Updates in bold blue 
 
Secretary of Homeland Security Priorities 
• Ensure Responsible Party (RP) is doing everything it can to stop the oil leak. 
• Ensure all capabilities (government, private, and commercial) and resources are being leveraged to 

protect the environment and facilitate a rapid, robust cleanup effort. 
• Ensure every effort is being made to include and inform the local communities in support of 

response operations. 
  
Current Situation 
• A Port Fourchon Harbor, LA BP office was evacuated after receiving a suspicious package 

addressed to Tony Hayward 23 June; dogs and fire department are on scene. (NIC) 
• Oil Flow 

ο Flow Rate Technical Group (FRTG) estimates oil flow rate is 35,000 - 60,000 barrels per 
day. (JIC) 

 Containment capacity expected:  40,000 - 53,000 barrels/day by 30 June and 60,000 
- 80,000 barrels/day by mid July. 

ο FRTG estimates total oil released as of 21 June is between 2,260,000 and 3,900,000 barrels. 
(NIC) 

• Oil Stoppage  
ο Lower Marine Riser Package (LMRP) TOP HAT 

 TOP HAT removed from BOP due to suspected vent leak; ENTERPRISE crew 
and BP engineers believe the vent was closed by a Remotely Operated Vehicle 
(ROV) bumping into a valve on TOP HAT. (NIC) 

• Vent is part of the hot water system that injects water into the riser 
pipe.   

• Engineers believe there was no damage to TOP HAT or LMRP. 
• Some hydrates have collected around the LMRP and are being 

evaluated to determine the next course of action.  
• If the hydrate issue can be addressed, TOP HAT will be placed back on 

the LMRP 23 June. 
• Duration of ENTERPRISE shut down is unknown at this time. 
• Q4000 remains connected to choke lines and continues to function.  

 Oil and gas flowing from TOP HAT to ENTERPRISE and Q-4000. (NIC) 
• Oil and gas recovered/flared by ENTERPRISE 22 June:  16,668 barrels of 

oil and 35.8 million cubic ft of gas.  
• Total oil and gas recovered by ENTERPRISE to date: 263,507 barrels of 

oil and 561.4 million cubic ft of gas.  
o Transfer of oil to CASCADE completion 23 June. (NIC) 
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• Q4000 is flaring using the choke line off the BOP. (NIC)  
o Oil and gas flared 22 June: 10,429 barrels of oil and 18.6 million 

cubic feet of gas.  
o Q4000 total oil and gas flared to date: 62,240 barrels of oil and 

111.9 million cubic feet of gas.   
ο Long Term Containment and Disposal Project (CDP) 

 CDP-1:  First free-standing riser installation complete; pressure tests due completion 23 
June. (NIC)   

• HELIX PRODUCER will attach to CDP-1 to process oil;  
ETA 24 June. (NIC) 

• LOCH RANNOCH (1,000,000 barrel capacity) on location. 
 CDP-2: Second free-standing riser due delivery early July. (NIC) 

• TOISA PISCES underway; ETA 25 June. 
ο Relief Wells 

 Drill Rig DDIII (1st relief well) conducting relief well operations; drill depth 
11,028 ft below sea floor (16,277 ft below drill floor). (NIC) 

• Vessel HOSS CENTERLINE connected to DDIII with 14,900 barrels of 
14.2 mud and 10,100 barrels of 16.5 mud. 

• HOSS strong line hooked to DDIII in case well is intercepted sooner 
than expected. 

 Drill Rig DDII (2nd relief well) conducting relief well operations; drill depth 
4,782 ft below sea floor (10,000 ft below drill floor). (NIC) 

 
• Oil Landfall 

ο AL: Oil on Orange Beach; operations suspended due to weather. (NIC) 
ο FL: New oil from Perdido Key to Johnson Beach and Mexico Beach. (NIC) 
ο LA:  Focus on Fourchon Beach, Grand Isle and Grand Terre. (NIC) 
ο MS:  Jackson County operations suspended due to severe weather. (NIC) 

 
• Operations 

ο No In Situ Burns (ISB) conducted 22 June due to weather. (NIC) 
ο Booming/skimming operations continue, weather permitting. (NIC) 

 Oily water mixture recovered to date: 605,665 barrels. (NIC) 
 
• Health Concerns 

ο Ongoing Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) water sampling along the Gulf 
coast detected levels of chrysene (an oil-related compound) that exceeded chronic 
water benchmarks; compound may be harmful to aquatic life. (OHA) 

ο Heat and fatigue continue to be serious health concerns facing workers involved in 
Deepwater Horizon response and recovery operations, with more than 100 heat-associated 
incidents of illness reported.   
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• Dispersants 
ο 2 aerial dispersant sorties flown 22 June. (NIC) 
ο Subsea and surface dispersant use continues. (NIC) 

 
• Shipping Channels/Ports 

ο All shipping channels/ports remain open in the Gulf Coast Region. (NIC) 
ο Commercial vessels requiring decontamination to date: 4 (NIC) 

 
• Assets on Scene:  

ο Personnel: 35,662 (NIC) 
ο Boom to date: 6,934,366 ft (2,763,192 regular/4,171,174 sorbent) (UAC) 
ο Dispersants to date: 1,465,063 gals (972,299 surface/492,764 subsea) (NIC) 
ο Total vessels assigned: 6,282 (NIC) 
ο Fixed-wing aircraft: 23 (NIC) 
ο Helicopters: 71 (NIC) 

 
Federal Agencies/Departments 
• U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) 

ο 3 vessels issued Enforcement Action Reports (EAR) for fishing in a closed area; catches 
seized and subsequently abandoned at sea. 

• Customs and Border Protection (CBP) 
ο Air and Marine Operations Surveillance System informational database providing aircraft 

and vessel common operating picture.   
ο P-3 aircraft providing flight advisory information to aircraft participating in disaster 

response; PA-42 aircraft providing electro optical infrared video to track oil plume 
movement; total aircraft mission-hours to date: 784. 

 
• Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

ο Supporting NIC activities and Federal On-Scene Coordinator. 
 
• Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

ο Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service providing wildlife recovery services.  
 
• Department of Defense (DoD) 

ο US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) responsible for oversight of permit conditions and 
inspections of berm projects in AL and LA.   

 
• Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

ο Continues to sample air, water, sediment and waste. 
 
• Health and Human Services (HHS) 

ο Samples from Shellfish Harvest Area 28 in LA were delivered to NOAA laboratory in 
Pascagoula, MS for analysis.  
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• Department of the Interior (DOI) 
ο U.S. Geological Survey flying pre-oil baseline aerial surveys in south FL. 

 
• National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 

ο Weather forecast:  
 Wed, 23 June: Southeast winds 8-12 knots; seas 3 ft. 
 Thur, 24 June: East-Southeast winds 7-11 knots; seas 3 ft. 
 Fri, 25 June:  East-Northeast winds 7-11 knots; seas 3 ft. 

 
• Department of Energy (DOE) 

ο Providing scientific and engineering assistance to the Unified Command.  
ο Supporting the Interagency Solutions Group at the NIC. 

 
Critical Infrastructure Key Resources (CIKR) 
• National Infrastructure Coordinating Center (NICC) 

ο Continuing to monitor CIKR. 
 
State and Local Agencies  
• 70 National Guard members mobilized in Bay County, FL. (EPA)  
• AL, FL, LA, MS and TX are communicating with DHS daily. 
National Operations Center 
• Current Posture:  Phase 2 – Concern; Crisis Action Team activated. 
• The next SLB is scheduled for 0600 EDT 24 June. 
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JOINT INFORMATION CENTER 

24-HOUR SUMMARY 
 

 

UPDATED June 28, 2010 7 PM 

 

PAST 24 HOURS 

Secretary Napolitano and Carol Browner Visit to New Orleans to Inspect the Response 

Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano and Assistant to the President for Energy and Climate 

Change Policy Carol Browner traveled to New Orleans to receive updates from National Incident 

Commander Admiral Thad Allen and senior federal officials leading the frontline response to the BP 

oil spill. 

 

In their meetings, Secretary Napolitano and Ms. Browner discussed ongoing efforts to prevent oil from 

reaching the shoreline along the Gulf Coast and to mitigate its impact where it does.  They were also 

joined by Federal Emergency Management Agency Administrator Craig Fugate for a portion of the 

briefings to discuss preparations in the event a hurricane or tropical storm should strike the Gulf Coast. 

 

Admiral Allen, Secretary Napolitano & Carol Browner Provide Daily Operational Update  

Secretary Napolitano and Carol Browner joined Admiral Allen to provide a briefing to inform the 

American public and answer questions on the progress of the administration-wide response to the BP 

oil spill. Secretary Napolitano and Ms. Browner reiterated that the federal government’s aggressive 

response efforts and oversight of BP will continue until BP stops its leaking well, the damage is 

cleaned up, and Gulf Coast communities are made whole, and stressed that the federal government is 

working closely with state and local authorities to ensure that they have the resources they need to 

meet the evolving threat from this oil spill. 

 

BP Continues to Optimize Oil Recovery Rates from its Leaking Well 

Under the direction of the federal government, BP continues to capture some oil and burn gas at the 

surface using its containment dome technique—collecting oil aboard the Discoverer Enterprise, which 

is linked by a fixed riser pipe to the wellhead, and flaring off additional oil and gas on the Q4000, 

which is connected to the choke line. BP has finished installing the first free standing riser, which has 

greater survivability than a fixed riser and will be connected to a third vessel, the Helix Producer—a 

redundancy measure also taken under the direction of the federal government. 
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Progress Continues in Drilling Relief Wells; Ranging Process Continues  

The Development Driller III continues to drill the first relief well to a depth of approximately 16,545 

feet. The Development Driller II has drilled the second relief well—a redundancy measure taken at the 

direction of the administration—to a depth of more than 12,000 feet below the Gulf surface. 

BP continues the “ranging” process—which involves periodically withdrawing the drill pipe and 

sending an electrical signal down to determine how close they are getting to the wellbore. 

 

NOAA-Supported Scientists Predict Increase in Area Containing Depleted Oxygen Levels 

While it is unclear what impact, if any, will be linked to the BP Deepwater Horizon oil spill, a team of 

NOAA-supported scientists from the Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium, Louisiana State 

University, and the University of Michigan, predict that the northern Gulf of Mexico hypoxic zone, an 

underwater area with little or no oxygen known commonly as the “dead zone,” could be larger than the 

recent average by 500-1,800 square miles. 

 

This forecast is based on Mississippi River nutrient flows compiled annually by the U.S. Geological 

Survey. Dead zones off the coast of Louisiana and Texas are caused by nutrient runoff, principally 

from agricultural activity, which stimulates an overgrowth of algae that sinks, decomposes, and 

consumes most of the life-giving oxygen supply in the water. The federal government continues to 

engage the best scientific minds available to monitor the impacts of the BP oil spill on all aspects of 

the environment, including oxygen levels in the water column. 

 

NOAA Expands Fishing Restriction in the Gulf; More than 66 Percent Remains Open 

As part of continued efforts to ensure the safety of seafood from the Gulf of Mexico and protect 

consumers, NOAA has expanded the closed fishing area in the Gulf of Mexico to include portions of 

the oil slick moving beyond the area’s current northern boundary, off the Florida panhandle’s federal-

state waterline. This boundary was moved eastward to Cape San Blas. The closed area now represents 

80,228 square miles—approximately 33.2 percent—of federal waters in the Gulf of Mexico. This 

closure does not apply to any state waters. This leaves more than 66 percent of Gulf federal waters 

available for fishing. Details can be found at http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/. 
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Approved SBA Economic Injury Assistance Loans Top $8 Million 

SBA has approved 121 economic injury assistance loans to date, totaling more than $8 million for 

small businesses in the Gulf Coast impacted by the BP oil spill. Additionally, the agency has granted 

deferments on 493 existing SBA disaster loans in the region, totaling more than $2.25 million per 

month in payments. For information on assistance loans for affected businesses, visit the SBA’s Web 

site at www.sba.gov/services/disasterassistance, call (800) 659-2955 (800-877-8339 for the hearing 

impaired), or email disastercustomerservice@sba.gov. 

 

Administration Continues to Oversee BP’s Claims Process  

The administration will continue to hold the responsible parties accountable for repairing the damage, 

and repaying Americans who’ve suffered a financial loss as a result of the BP oil spill. To date, 82,351 

claims have been opened, from which more than $128.4 million have been disbursed. No claims have 

been denied to date. There are 933 claims adjusters on the ground. To file a claim, visit 

www.bp.com/claims or call BP’s helpline at 1-800-440-0858. Those who have already pursued the BP 

claims process and are not satisfied with BP’s resolution can call the Coast Guard at (800) 280-7118. 

Additional information about the BP claims process and all available avenues of assistance can be 

found at www.disasterassistance.gov. 

 

By the Numbers to Date: 
 The administration has authorized the deployment of 17,500 National Guard troops from Gulf Coast 

states to respond to this crisis; currently, 1,675 are active.  

 Approximately 38,600 personnel are currently responding to protect the shoreline and wildlife and 

cleanup vital coastlines.  

 More than 7,200 vessels are currently responding on site, including skimmers, tugs, barges, and 

recovery vessels to assist in containment and cleanup efforts—in addition to dozens of aircraft, 

remotely operated vehicles, and multiple mobile offshore drilling units.  

 Approximately 2.75 million feet of containment boom and 4.86 million feet of sorbent boom have 

been deployed to contain the spill—and approximately 883,000 feet of containment boom and 2.14 

million feet of sorbent boom are available.  

 More than 28.2 million gallons of an oil-water mix have been recovered.  

 Approximately 1.58 million gallons of total dispersant have been applied—1.03 million on the surface 

and 552,000 sub-sea. More than 446,000 gallons are available.  
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 275 controlled burns have been conducted, efficiently removing a total of approximately 10 million 

gallons of oil from the open water in an effort to protect shoreline and wildlife. Because calculations 

on the volume of oil burned can take more than 48 hours, the reported total volume may not reflect the 

most recent controlled burns.   

 17 staging areas are in place to protect sensitive shorelines.  

 Approximately 213 miles of Gulf Coast shoreline is currently oiled—approximately 69 miles in 

Louisiana, 45 miles in Mississippi, 45 miles in Alabama, and 54 miles in Florida. These numbers 

reflect a daily snapshot of shoreline currently experiencing impacts from oil so that planning and field 

operations can more quickly respond to new impacts; they do not include cumulative impacts to date, 

or shoreline that has already been cleared.  

 Approximately 80,228 square miles of Gulf of Mexico federal waters remain closed to fishing in order 

to balance economic and public health concerns. More than 66 percent remains open. Details can be 

found at http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/.  

 To date, the administration has leveraged assets and skills from numerous foreign countries and 

international organizations as part of this historic, all-hands-on-deck response, including Canada, 

Germany, Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, the United Nations’ International Maritime Organization and 

the European Union's Monitoring and Information Centre.  
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LOOP CURRENT 
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FISHERIES STATUS 
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01268-EPA-5328

"HQS-PF-fldr-NIC HQ Situation 
Unit" 
<NIC-HQ-Situation-Unit@uscg. 

Sent by: 
NIC-HQ-Situation-Unit@uscg.
mil

06/29/2010 04:30 AM

To "HQS-PF-fldr-NIC HQ Situation Unit", 
"HQS-DG-LST-NIC-Situation Briefing"

cc "Blizard, Matthew CAPT", "Cunningham, Darcie CDR", 
"Ortman, Chris", "dave.westerholm", "dwh.dhs", "dwh.noaa", 
"Bamford, George", "Rogers, Jim", "Joint.Staff", "Foresman, 
Lee", "Pension, Lisa", "National Command Center", 
"NOC.imo", "NOC SWO Restricted", "NOC SWO", 
"NOC.uscg", "OPS CAT", sbs-all, kati.walsh, ngaoilspillcat, 
ngaoilspillcat, ngaoilspillcat, osd.watch, tina.eichenour, 
"RCCAlameda"

bcc

Subject NIC Situation Report 0430EDT 29JUN10

Good Morning All,

Attached is the 0430EDT NIC Situation Report.

V/R
HS1 Samantha Roche
National Incident Command (NIC)
Situation Unit
24 hour Hotline: 202-372-1710

NIC Situation Report 29JUN10 0430EDT.pdfNIC Situation Report 29JUN10 0430EDT.pdf
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National Incident Commander Objectives: 

1. Establish and manage a coordinated interagency response effort to effectively employ all resources 

required to mitigate current and long term environmental and economic impacts of the incident. 

2. Engage and inform the public, stakeholders and the media, keeping them apprised of response activities 

and plans. 

3. Engage across all levels of government to develop courses of action for issues that span multiple agencies 

and departments. 

 
Unified Area Command Objectives: 

1. Ensure the safety and welfare of citizens and response personnel. 

2. Control the source of the spill. 

3. Continue to contain, recover, and dispose of spilled material. 

4. Continue to maximize use and availability of advanced source control and response technologies. 

5. Continue to maximize the protection, assessment, and response to environmentally, sensitive areas and 

wildlife risk. 

6. Ensure stakeholders, government officials, and the public are kept informed of source control and 

response actions. 

7. Minimize social, political, economic, and environmental impacts. 

8. Continue to optimize critical resource utilization and effectiveness from all agencies and organizations 

across all response areas. 

9. Ensure sustainability by conducting strategic planning to address long-range planning concerns; including 

worst case scenarios, contingencies, resources, logistics, and potential gaps. 
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Highlights of the Last Operational Period:  

 DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE: Lightering operations to the shuttle tanker MASSACHUSETTS 

was completed 28 June with 74,388 bbls being offloaded. (Houston 2000EDT 28 June) 

 Unconfirmed report of tar balls on South Padre Island, TX and shoreline oiling on the beach at the 

east end of Galveston Island, TX. (NIC Bulletin 2150EDT 28 June; NIC Bulletin 0027EDT 29 

June) 

Weather:  

 At 0200EDT the center of Tropical Storm Alex was located near latitude 21.4 N and longitude 91.8 

W. Alex is moving toward the NNW near 8 MPH.  A turn toward the NW is expected later today, 29 

June, followed by a gradual turn toward the WNW on Wednesday, 30 June.  Maximum sustained 

winds are near 65 MPH with higher gusts.  Additional strengthening is forecast during the next 48 

hours and Alex is likely to become a hurricane later today, 29 June.  Tropical storm winds extend 

outward up to 80 miles mainly NE through E of the center. (NOAA 0200EDT 29 June) 

 On scene weather: (NOAA 28 June) 

o Tuesday, 29 June: Winds SE 20-22 kts, seas 6-8’, very rough. 

o Tuesday night, 29 June: Winds SE 17-21 kts, seas 8’, very rough. 

o Wednesday, 30 June: Winds SE 15-17 kts, seas 7-8’, rough. 

 
Source Control: (Houston 0310EST 29 June) 

  0000-2359CDT 28 June  Total Recovered/Flared to date: 

Vessel  OIL  GAS  OIL  GAS  

DISCOVERER 

ENTERPRISE  

 

15,313 bbls  34.5 million cubic 

ft of gas  

372,445 bbls  

 

*includes collection total 

for Riser Insertion Test 

Tube (RITT - 22,158 bbls) 

846.9 million cubic 

ft of gas 
* includes collection total 

for Riser Insertion Test 

Tube (RITT – 88.4 gas)  

Q4000  8,087 bbls  19.7 million cubic 

ft of gas  

111,222 bbls  224.0 million cubic 

ft of gas.  

Cumulative oil/gas 

recoverd  

23,400 bbls  54.2 million cubic 

ft of gas  

483,667 bbls  1070.9 million 

cubic ft of gas  

 7 Jones Act waivers have been signed by CAPT Kiefer and forwarded to S1 for review (HELIX 

PRODUCER, TOISES PISCES, FPSO SEILLEAN, EVI KNUTSEN, NAVION FENNIA, LOCH 

RANOCH and DISCOVER ENTERPRISE).  All vessels are involved in source control in the 

vicinity of the well head. All are being used with no Jones Act implication since the operation is 

approximately 45 NM offshore. (Jones Act E-Mail 1445EDT 28 June) 

 DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE: Lightering operations to the shuttle tanker MASSACHUSETTS 

was completed on 28 June with 74,388 bbls being offloaded. There was a brief shut-down of 

production and ligherting operations 28 June from 0420-0548CDT due to lightning. Total oil volume 

onboard as of 0000CDT 29 June is 14,000 bbls (Houston 2000EDT 28 June; Houston 0310EDT 29 

June) 

 Sub-sea Dispersant at the BOP is being injected at a steady rate of 8 gallons per minute. (Houston 

2000EDT 28 June) 
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 Short Term Containment: Top Hat #4 is in place over the MC 252 BOP and producing oil in 

conjunction with DE.  A pressure transducer has been successfully installed on one of the methanol 

ports on Top Hat #4; it is taking pressure readings every 15 minutes and will continue this cycle for 

3 days.  The goal is to use collected data to further refine the estimate of oil flowing from MC252.  

Top Hat #3 is available, located on the mud mat.  Top Hat #10 is available, located on the deck of 

DE.  There are no plans to change Top Hats at this time.  (Houston Update 2000EDT 28 Jun) 

 Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 1: Planned startup of the system and production of oil 

is now 07 July.  The Free Standing Riser (FSR) is fully in place.  The 1,350’ flexible, CDP manifold 

to riser, installation was completed.  Operations have been delayed due to high sea state. (Houston 

2000EDT 28 June) 

 Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 2: To increase redundancy, BP will install a 

secondary subsea anchor, FSR, and float.  The air can and subsea anchor are complete.  Suction pile 

installation will start 30 June, weather pending.  FSR 2 has been constructed and all components are 

staged in Fourchon.  Installation will commence once the first FSR installation is completed with 

startup and “first oil” anticipated OOA 15 July. (Houston 2000EDT 28 June) 

 MC 252 Well Bore Cap: The Well Bore Cap is the capping stack that will be used on top of the 

LMRP to assist in containment once the TOP HAT and LMRP flange is removed.  The transition 

spool and capping stack have been built; a full system test is scheduled for Tuesday, 29 June.  Final 

revision of the installation is complete.  The flange splitter system required to install the spool is 

under construction.  Machining on the “latch cap” contingency system commenced 26 June. 

(Houston 2000EST 28 June) 

 

Relief Well Data: (Houston 2000EDT 28 June) 

 
Total Drill Depth 
(MD=measured  or total 

drilled depth in feet) 

Day # of Est. 

Completion Days 
Comments  

DD-II  12,038’ 32 of 104 (31 %) Target of 12,040 feet MD   

T-Time 108 hrs 

 

DD-III  16,670' 56 of 104 (54%) Target of 18,400 feet MD. 

T-Time 109 hrs 

 Drilling of relief wells are not expected to be impacted by the high sea states. (Houston 1030EDT 28 

June) 

 DD-II: Completed running 16” casting.  Cementing has started; testing 29 June. (Houston 2000EDT 

28 June; OIR 1900EDT 28 June) 

 DD-III: Completed third ranging run, results indicate that relief well bore is 16’ plus/minus 5’ from 

the MC252 well.  Another ranging run is scheduled for 30 June. BoEMRE reports that even though 

they are close to the target well, they are still a long way from the intercept. (Houston 2000EDT 28 

June; OIR 1900EDT 28 June) 

 

International Offers of Assistance:  

 Letters of Acceptance were drafted by NIC for 22 offers of assistance from 12 countries. Letters are 

currently under review, including Department of State (DOS) clearance. (NIC CRU 27 June)  

 NIC CRU working with DOS to source 3 offers of fire boom and 2 skimmers. (NIC CRU 27 June)  

 Algeria: A private company offered boom. UAC expects to take delivery of 800 meters of fire boom 

this week from a Sonatrach subsidiary. 
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(Houston Source Control Vessels 28 June; Houston 1634EDT 28 June; Houston 2000EDT 28 June) 

Name Flag Status/Location Current Function Comments 

Q4000 United States On Scene Containment 

Continues to recover 

production and flare gas.  

T-Time 69 hours 
Operations may 

conintue in sea 

states  < 12’ 

DISCOVERER 

ENTERPRISE 

Marshall 

Islands 

On Scene Containment 

Continues to recover 

production, flare gas, and 

store oil.  

T-Time 114 

hours    
Operations may 

conintue in sea 

states  < 12’ 

HELIX PRODUCER I Bahamas At staging area 

 

Oil Production 

Will attach to the CDP-1 free 

standing  riser to process oil. 

Will continuously process 20-

25,000 bbls of oil daily 

Critical hook up 

operations possible 

only in sea states      

< 3-4’ 

Start up to 

commence after 02 

July when seas calm. 

LOCH RANNOCH United 

Kingdom 

Anchored                

staging area 

Shuttle Tanker 

Will transfer oil from the 

HELIX PRODUCER 

Capacity is 

1,000,000 bbls    

(40 days on 

station) 

DISCOVERER 

CLEAR LEADER 

Marshall 

Islands 

Anchored Containment 

Will recover production and 

is awaiting equipment 

 

MASSACHUSETTS United States Conducting 

transfer operations 

Shuttle Tank Barge 

Transfers oil from the 

DISCOVERER 

ENTERPRISE 

Will be 

decontaminated at 

the LOOP and wil 

proceed to Texas 

City, TX to offload. 

EVI KNUTSEN Norway O/S ETA 30 June 

Currently at Port 

Everglades, FL 

Shuttle Tanker 

Will transfer oil from  the 

TOISA PISCES 

Was issued a COC 

27 June and is clear 

to prep for ops in 

GoM 

NAVION FENNIA Bahamas ETA to GoM      

03 July 

Shuttle Tanker 

Will transfer oil from the 

HELIX PRODUCER and the 

TOISA PISCES 

Will be inspected 

OOA 30 June in Port 

Everglades, FL 

SEILLEAN Panama En-route to Port of 

Spain, ETA to be 

updated when vessel is 

closer to its destination 

Containment 

Will recover production 

Planning for 

inspection and 

retrofit in Port of 

Spain 

OVERSEAS 

CASCADE 

United States Nederland, TX Transfers oil from the 

DISCOVERER 

ENTERPRISE 
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Name Flag Status/Location Current Function Comments 

TOISA PISCES Liberia Ingleside, TX Undergoing modification 

Will attach to the CDP-2 free 

standing  riser to process oil 

Port State Control 

exam delayed until 

later this week 

SEACOR 

RIGOROUS 

United States Departed from 

Port Fourchon 26 

June  

With transfer hose that will be 

used between HELIX 

PRODUCER & LOCH 

RANNOCH 

 

LA CHEVAL United States Departed from 

Port Fourchon 26 

June 

With transfer hose that will be 

used between HELIX 

PRODUCER & LOCH 

RANNOCH 

 

 

 

Clean-Up/Response Operations: (DWH AAG 0600EDT 28 June)  

 LA MS AL FL TOTAL 

Current Miles of 

Shoreline Impact 
68.6 44.9 45.4 54.1 213.0 

People Assigned 1,810 982 3,811 3,666 10,269 

 

 

Safety/Personnel Casualties: 

 A civilian, Dan Woodward, was aboard GP35 Decon Barge and sustained a head injury.  Individual 

was evacuated out via EMS fast boat.  He suffered a broken nose and cut to the forehead.  No loss of 

consciousness reported. As more information becomes available it will be provided.  (NIC Bulletin 

1404EDT 28 June) 

 

 

Enviromental Impact:  

 TX: Unconfirmed report of tar balls on South Padre Island and shoreline oiling on the beach at the 

east end of Galveston Island. (NIC Bulletin 2150EDT 28 June; NIC Bulletin 0027EDT 29 June) 

 LA: Preparing for a rapid response to likely oiling in several locations from St. Bernard Parish to 

Grand Isle. Continued operations throughout Barataria Bay, South Pass and Grand Terre. (DWH 

AAG 0600EDT 28 June) 

 MS: Continued with beach cleanup on Petit Bois, Horn and Ship Islands. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 28 

June) 

 AL: Cleanup crews continue to clean at Fort Morgan, Orange Beach, Little Lagoon, Romar Beach 

and Gulf Shores. Heavy shoreline impact reported throughout the state. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 28 

June) 

 FL: Both manual and mechanical cleaning methods employed as cleanup crews continued in 

impacted areas from Escambia through Bay counties. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 28 June) 
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Port/Waterway Economic Impact: 

 All ports remain open, including the Louisiana Offshore Oil Port (LOOP). 

 Decontamination of deep-draft vessels 

o New Orleans Southwest Pass: 1 

o Mobile: 3 

 80,228 sq mi (33%) of Gulf Federal waters are closed to fishing. (NOAA 28 June) 
 

 

Equipment & Resources Assigned: (DWH AAG 0600EDT 28 June) 

 LA MS AL FL Drill Site Totals 

VOO 631 835 1,108 515 0 3,089 

Barges 427 99 89 29 0 644 

Skimmers 350 76 66 135 24 651 

Other 
(Command & 

Control, Boom 

Tending, Other) 

1,869 345 395 230 26 2,865 

Fixed Wing 21 4 6 4 0 35 

Helo 54 7 8 7 0 76 

Total 3,352 1,366 1,672 920 50 7,360 

 Task Forces:  (DWH AAG 0600EDT 28 June) 

o LA: 12 fishing vessel skimming Task Forces (TF), of 25 vessels each, recovered oil in Barataria 

Bay and Mississippi Delta. 27 Shallow Water Barge Skimming Systems working in 5 different 

parishes. St. Bernard Parish skimmed 30 bbls utilizing Recovery TF assets assigned to Hopedale. 

o MS:  

 TF #5 conducted skimming operations in the vicinity of Horn and Petit Bois Islands. 

Acquired an additional MARCO V skimming system to assist in the heavily impacted 

Mississippi sound. VOO TF #1, #2 and #3 remained engaged in oil and conducted 

skimming and booming operations inside the Mississippi Sound.  Offshore, TF #705 

conducted skimming operations S of Horn Island.  TF #805 continued to conduct oil 

recovery operations approx. 25 miles S of Peitit Bois Island. 

 ICP Mobile is working with the state of MS to give them control of local assets. 

o AL: TF #2 continued operating off of Fort Morgan as the first line of defense in protecting 

Mobile Bay.  TF #4 conducted skimming operations off Perdido Pass. VOO TF #4 and #5 

continued skimming and booming operations inside Mobile Bay.  Offshore, TF #701 continued 

skimming operations approx. 2 miles S of Gulf Shores.  TF #702 operated as a support unit 5 

miles S of Gulf Shores.  TF #703 continued skimming 35 miles S of Perdido Pass, while TF 

#704 conducted surveillance and skimming operations 2 miles SW of Perdido Pass. 

o FL: TF #1 and VOO TF #8 continued skimming operations in Panama City area.  TF #3 and 

VOO TF #6 continued skimming in Pensacola Bay. VOO TF #7 continued skimming operations 

S of Destin, and VOO TF #9 continued skimming operations inside St. Jospeh Bay.  Offshore, 

TF #705 continued oil recovery operations 12 miles off Pensacola Bay. 
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Financial Update: (NPFC Executive Financial Summary Report 2200EDT 28 June)  

OSLTF Emergency Fund Remaining  $33,806,047.75  

Fed Project Ceiling  $259,500,000.00  

Obligated funds to Date  $220,697,429.78  

Fed project Ceiling Remaining  $38,802,570.22  

 

 

BP Claims Summary: (BP Dashboard Report 0900EDT 28 June) 

 Total Number of Claims: 101,853 

 Total Amount Disbursed: $128,448,565 

 Number of Claims Denied: 0 

 Number of Checks Disbursed: 40,342 

 

BP Claims Call Center Statistics: (BP Dashboard 28 June)  

 Calls Received: 847  

 Wait Time: 6 seconds  

 Calls abandoned: 19 (1%) current figures not listed 

 Non-Claims related calls: 623 current figures not listed 

 Call operator dedicated hours: 1,153 hours current figures not listed 

 Call operators: 144 current figures not listed 

 Checks written: 577 current figures not listed 

 Cumulative Checks written: 41,339  

 Managers/adjusters in field: 933, as of PM 27 June  

 ESIS Claim Centers: 28  

 

 

Future Plans (Next 24-48 hours):  

 Continue sub-sea dispersant; monitor pressure. 

 Maintain flow back and flaring operations to the DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE and Q4000. 

 Continue relief well operations. 

 Montior forecast and trajectory of TS Alex. 

 

 

NIC Strategic Efforts: 

 FRTG Flow Rate Analysis 

 Interagency Alternative Technology Assessment Program 

 International Engagement Strategy 

 Hurricane/Severe Weather Contingency Plan 

o  Briefed S1, final draft is being completed. 

 Implementation Strategy 

o  Drafted a NIC directive to include specific request for UAC. 

 Dispersant Data Assessment 
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 Critical Resources Strategic Planning (DWH AAG 0600EDT 28 June) 

o Skimmers 

 Current total 651. 

 Additional VOO TFs coming online pending delivery of skimming systems. 

o Boom 

 Total Deployed: 2,749,476 feet 

 Total Assigned: 201,538 feet 

 Total Staged: 882,646 feet 

 Total Ordered: 767,184 feet 

 Coast Guard/EPA Emergency Regulation 

o The Coast Guard and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) continue to take steps to 

ensure that vital oil spill response equipment currently stationed throughout the country is 

available to join the fight against BP’s leaking oil in the Gulf of Mexico. 

o The most recent step in this strategy involves a joint Coast Guard-EPA emergency interim 

rule, submitted to the federal register on June 28, which will temporarily lower timing 

thresholds that require identification and staging of oil spill response equipment around the 

country in case of an oil spill—freeing up some resources for deployment to the Gulf. 

o Essentially this means that we are temporarily reducing the time in which equipment, 

including vessels, must be available and “at the ready” for an oil spill so that we can battle 

the BP oil spill with an even greater force than we have already mobilized. 

 

 

 

 

Release 4 - HQ-FOI-01268-12 All emails sent by "Richard Windsor" were sent by EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson



National Incident Command 

0430EDT - 29 June 2010 

Deepwater Horizon Spill Response 

 

 

Produced by the National Incident Command 

0430EDT 29 June 2010 
UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

 

NOC-PRODUCED SENIOR LEADERSHIP BRIEF 
 

1800 EDT 28 June 2010 

Updates in bold blue 

 

Secretary of Homeland Security Priorities 

 Ensure Responsible Party (RP) is doing everything it can to stop the oil leak. 

 Ensure all capabilities (government, private, and commercial) and resources are being leveraged to 

protect the environment and facilitate a rapid, robust cleanup effort. 

 Ensure every effort is being made to include and inform the local communities in support of 

response operations. 

 

Current Situation 

 Severe Weather  

 Tropical Storm Alex is 520 miles southeast of Brownsville, TX. (NOAA) 

 Moving north-northwest at 5 mph; maximum sustained winds of 60 mph; tropical 

storm force winds extend 70 miles. 

 Expected increase in forward speed and northwest turn 29 June; west-northwest 

turn expected 30 June. 

 Storm expected to become a hurricane on 29 June.  

 Landfall expected 30 June. 

 Tropical storm watch has been issued for the coast of TX from Baffin Bay to Port 

O’Connor.   

 A hurricane watch is in effect for the TX coast south of Baffin Bay to the mouth of the 

Rio Grande River. 

 Potential impact to DEEPWATER HORIZON operations is waves in excess of 5 ft and 

winds in excess of 17 knots. 

 

 Oil Flow 

 Flow Rate Technical Group (FRTG) estimates oil flow rate is 35,000 - 60,000 barrels per 

day. (JIC) 

 Containment capacity expected to be 40,000 - 53,000 barrels/day by  

30 June and 60,000 - 80,000 barrels/day by mid July. 

 FRTG estimates total oil released as of 26 June is between 2,400,000 and 4,100,000 barrels. 

(NIC) 

 

 Oil Stoppage  

 Lower Marine Riser Package (LMRP) TOP HAT 

 Oil and gas flowing from TOP HAT to ENTERPRISE and Q-4000. (NIC) 

 Oil and gas collection from ENTERPRISE and Q-4000 should continue 

as long as seas do not exceed 12 ft.  

 Oil and gas recovered/flared by ENTERPRISE 27 June: 16,277 barrels of oil 

and 37.4 million cubic ft of gas.  
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 Total oil and gas recovered by ENTERPRISE to date: 357,132 barrels of oil 

and 812.4 million cubic ft of gas.  

 Oil and gas flared by Q-4000 27 June: 8,178 barrels of oil and 18.8 million 

cubic feet of gas.  

 Total oil and gas flared by Q-4000 to date: 103,135 barrels of oil and 204.3 

million cubic feet of gas. 

 Transfer of oil from ENTERPRISE was shut down at 1100 EDT  

28 June due to high seas (above 5 ft).  

 Long Term Containment and Disposal Project (CDP) 

 CDP-1: HELIX PRODUCER connection to CDP-1 has been delayed due to high 

seas.  

 Estimated startup of system and production of oil to begin  

7 July. (NIC) 

 CDP-2: Free standing riser 2 has been constructed and is undergoing a systems 

integration test; start-up scheduled for 15 July. (NIC) 

 Relief Wells 

 Drill Rig DDIII (first relief well) conducting relief well operations; drill depth 

11,421 ft below sea floor (16,670 ft below drill floor). (NIC) 

 Third ranging run started; results expected 28 June. 

 A fourth ranging run is planned once depth below drill floor reaches 16,900 

ft. 

 Drill Rig DDII (second relief well) conducting relief well operations; drill depth 

6,820 ft below sea floor (12,038 ft below drill floor). (NIC) 

 

 Oil Landfall  

 Current shoreline impact: 213 miles. (NIC) 

 LA: (NIC) 

 Resources being prepared for rapid response to likely oiling in locations from St. 

Bernard Parish to Grand Isle.  

 MS: (NIC) 

 Cleanup continues near Petit Bois, Horn, and Ship Islands. 

 AL: (DOI) 

 New oil and tar balls at Bon Secour National Wildlife Refuge; clean-up is ongoing 

using hand crews and heavy equipment.  

 FL: (NIC) 

 Cleanup continued using manual and mechanical methods in Destin, Perdido Key, 

Pensacola, Johnson and Miramar Beach areas.  

 

 Operations 

 No In Situ Burns (ISB) conducted 27 June. (NIC) 

 Booming/skimming operations continue, weather permitting. (NIC) 

 Oily water mixture recovered to date: 670,833 barrels. (NIC) 
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 Health Concerns 

 Heat stress remains the primary concern for response workers. (OHA) 

 

 

 Dispersants 

 3 aerial dispersant sorties flown 27 June. (UAC) 

 Subsea and surface dispersant use continues. (NIC) 

 

 Shipping Channels/Ports 

 All shipping channels/ports remain open in the Gulf Coast Region. (NIC) 

 To date, a total of 4 vessels have required decontamination. (NIC) 

 

 Assets on Scene:  

 Personnel: 38,626 (NIC) 

 Boom to date: 7,828,098 ft ( 2,969,376 regular/4,858,722 sorbent) (UAC) 

 Dispersant to date: 1,584,957 gals (1,032,897 surface/552,060 subsea) (NIC) 

 Total vessels assigned: 7,249 (NIC) 

 Fixed-wing aircraft: 35 (NIC) 

 Helicopters: 76 (NIC) 

 

Federal Agencies/Departments 

 U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) 

 A civilian aboard GP35 was evacuated via emergency medical services fast boat due to 

a head injury; suffered a broken nose and a cut to his forehead but did not lose 

consciousness.   

 

 Customs and Border Protection (CBP) 

 Providing flight advisory information to aircraft participating in disaster response and video 

to track oil plume movement; aircraft mission-hours to date: 870.1 

 

 Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

 Supporting NIC activities and Federal On-Scene Coordinator. 

 

 Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

 Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service providing wildlife recovery services.  

 

 Department of Defense (DoD) 

 US Army Corps of Engineers overseeing berm projects in AL and LA.   

 

 Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

 Continuing to sample air, water, sediment, and waste. 
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 Health and Human Services (HHS) 

 Southeast Region (SER) DEEPWATER HORIZON Response Incident Management 

Team (IMT) activated to direct FDA activities in SER. 

 

 Department of the Interior (DOI) 

 South FL national parks IMT continued collaborating with Unified Command on response 

plan preparation.  

 

 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 

 As of 1800 EDT 28 June, 80,228 miles, or 33 percent, of Federal waters in the Gulf of 

Mexico are closed to fishing. 

 Weather forecast:  

 Mon, 28 June: East-southeast winds 20-22 knots; seas 5-6 ft. 

 Tue, 29 June: Southeast winds 17-22 knots; seas 6-8 ft. 

 Wed, 30 June: Southeast winds 14-17 knots; seas 6-8 ft. 

 

 Department of Energy (DOE) 

 Assisting Unified Command and supporting the Interagency Solutions Group. 

 

Critical Infrastructure Key Resources (CIKR) 

 National Infrastructure Coordinating Center (NICC) 

 Continuing to monitor CIKR. 

 

State and Local Agencies  

 AL, FL, LA, MS and TX are communicating with DHS daily. 

 

National Operations Center 

 Current Posture:  Phase 2 – Concern; Crisis Action Team activated. 

 The next SLB is scheduled for 0600 EDT 29 June. 
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JOINT INFORMATION CENTER 

24-HOUR SUMMARY 
 

 

UPDATED June 28, 2010 7 PM 

 

PAST 24 HOURS 

Secretary Napolitano and Carol Browner Visit to New Orleans to Inspect the Response 

Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano and Assistant to the President for Energy and Climate 

Change Policy Carol Browner traveled to New Orleans to receive updates from National Incident 

Commander Admiral Thad Allen and senior federal officials leading the frontline response to the BP 

oil spill. 

 

In their meetings, Secretary Napolitano and Ms. Browner discussed ongoing efforts to prevent oil from 

reaching the shoreline along the Gulf Coast and to mitigate its impact where it does.  They were also 

joined by Federal Emergency Management Agency Administrator Craig Fugate for a portion of the 

briefings to discuss preparations in the event a hurricane or tropical storm should strike the Gulf Coast. 

 

Admiral Allen, Secretary Napolitano & Carol Browner Provide Daily Operational Update  

Secretary Napolitano and Carol Browner joined Admiral Allen to provide a briefing to inform the 

American public and answer questions on the progress of the administration-wide response to the BP 

oil spill. Secretary Napolitano and Ms. Browner reiterated that the federal government’s aggressive 

response efforts and oversight of BP will continue until BP stops its leaking well, the damage is 

cleaned up, and Gulf Coast communities are made whole, and stressed that the federal government is 

working closely with state and local authorities to ensure that they have the resources they need to 

meet the evolving threat from this oil spill. 

 

BP Continues to Optimize Oil Recovery Rates from its Leaking Well 

Under the direction of the federal government, BP continues to capture some oil and burn gas at the 

surface using its containment dome technique—collecting oil aboard the Discoverer Enterprise, which 

is linked by a fixed riser pipe to the wellhead, and flaring off additional oil and gas on the Q4000, 

which is connected to the choke line. BP has finished installing the first free standing riser, which has 

greater survivability than a fixed riser and will be connected to a third vessel, the Helix Producer—a 

redundancy measure also taken under the direction of the federal government. 
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Progress Continues in Drilling Relief Wells; Ranging Process Continues  

The Development Driller III continues to drill the first relief well to a depth of approximately 16,545 

feet. The Development Driller II has drilled the second relief well—a redundancy measure taken at the 

direction of the administration—to a depth of more than 12,000 feet below the Gulf surface. 

BP continues the “ranging” process—which involves periodically withdrawing the drill pipe and 

sending an electrical signal down to determine how close they are getting to the wellbore. 

 

NOAA-Supported Scientists Predict Increase in Area Containing Depleted Oxygen Levels 

While it is unclear what impact, if any, will be linked to the BP Deepwater Horizon oil spill, a team of 

NOAA-supported scientists from the Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium, Louisiana State 

University, and the University of Michigan, predict that the northern Gulf of Mexico hypoxic zone, an 

underwater area with little or no oxygen known commonly as the “dead zone,” could be larger than the 

recent average by 500-1,800 square miles. 

 

This forecast is based on Mississippi River nutrient flows compiled annually by the U.S. Geological 

Survey. Dead zones off the coast of Louisiana and Texas are caused by nutrient runoff, principally 

from agricultural activity, which stimulates an overgrowth of algae that sinks, decomposes, and 

consumes most of the life-giving oxygen supply in the water. The federal government continues to 

engage the best scientific minds available to monitor the impacts of the BP oil spill on all aspects of 

the environment, including oxygen levels in the water column. 

 

NOAA Expands Fishing Restriction in the Gulf; More than 66 Percent Remains Open 

As part of continued efforts to ensure the safety of seafood from the Gulf of Mexico and protect 

consumers, NOAA has expanded the closed fishing area in the Gulf of Mexico to include portions of 

the oil slick moving beyond the area’s current northern boundary, off the Florida panhandle’s federal-

state waterline. This boundary was moved eastward to Cape San Blas. The closed area now represents 

80,228 square miles—approximately 33.2 percent—of federal waters in the Gulf of Mexico. This 

closure does not apply to any state waters. This leaves more than 66 percent of Gulf federal waters 

available for fishing. Details can be found at http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/. 
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Approved SBA Economic Injury Assistance Loans Top $8 Million 

SBA has approved 121 economic injury assistance loans to date, totaling more than $8 million for 

small businesses in the Gulf Coast impacted by the BP oil spill. Additionally, the agency has granted 

deferments on 493 existing SBA disaster loans in the region, totaling more than $2.25 million per 

month in payments. For information on assistance loans for affected businesses, visit the SBA’s Web 

site at www.sba.gov/services/disasterassistance, call (800) 659-2955 (800-877-8339 for the hearing 

impaired), or email disastercustomerservice@sba.gov. 

 

Administration Continues to Oversee BP’s Claims Process  

The administration will continue to hold the responsible parties accountable for repairing the damage, 

and repaying Americans who’ve suffered a financial loss as a result of the BP oil spill. To date, 82,351 

claims have been opened, from which more than $128.4 million have been disbursed. No claims have 

been denied to date. There are 933 claims adjusters on the ground. To file a claim, visit 

www.bp.com/claims or call BP’s helpline at 1-800-440-0858. Those who have already pursued the BP 

claims process and are not satisfied with BP’s resolution can call the Coast Guard at (800) 280-7118. 

Additional information about the BP claims process and all available avenues of assistance can be 

found at www.disasterassistance.gov. 

 

By the Numbers to Date: 
 The administration has authorized the deployment of 17,500 National Guard troops from Gulf Coast 

states to respond to this crisis; currently, 1,675 are active.  

 Approximately 38,600 personnel are currently responding to protect the shoreline and wildlife and 

cleanup vital coastlines.  

 More than 7,200 vessels are currently responding on site, including skimmers, tugs, barges, and 

recovery vessels to assist in containment and cleanup efforts—in addition to dozens of aircraft, 

remotely operated vehicles, and multiple mobile offshore drilling units.  

 Approximately 2.75 million feet of containment boom and 4.86 million feet of sorbent boom have 

been deployed to contain the spill—and approximately 883,000 feet of containment boom and 2.14 

million feet of sorbent boom are available.  

 More than 28.2 million gallons of an oil-water mix have been recovered.  

 Approximately 1.58 million gallons of total dispersant have been applied—1.03 million on the surface 

and 552,000 sub-sea. More than 446,000 gallons are available.  
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 275 controlled burns have been conducted, efficiently removing a total of approximately 10 million 

gallons of oil from the open water in an effort to protect shoreline and wildlife. Because calculations 

on the volume of oil burned can take more than 48 hours, the reported total volume may not reflect the 

most recent controlled burns.   

 17 staging areas are in place to protect sensitive shorelines.  

 Approximately 213 miles of Gulf Coast shoreline is currently oiled—approximately 69 miles in 

Louisiana, 45 miles in Mississippi, 45 miles in Alabama, and 54 miles in Florida. These numbers 

reflect a daily snapshot of shoreline currently experiencing impacts from oil so that planning and field 

operations can more quickly respond to new impacts; they do not include cumulative impacts to date, 

or shoreline that has already been cleared.  

 Approximately 80,228 square miles of Gulf of Mexico federal waters remain closed to fishing in order 

to balance economic and public health concerns. More than 66 percent remains open. Details can be 

found at http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/.  

 To date, the administration has leveraged assets and skills from numerous foreign countries and 

international organizations as part of this historic, all-hands-on-deck response, including Canada, 

Germany, Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, the United Nations’ International Maritime Organization and 

the European Union's Monitoring and Information Centre.  
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LOOP CURRENT 
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FISHERIES STATUS 
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CURRENT FORECAST POSITION OF OIL SLICK 
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BOOM SITUATION STATUS MAP 
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01268-EPA-5329

"HQS-PF-fldr-NIC HQ Situation 
Unit" 
<NIC-HQ-Situation-Unit@uscg. 

Sent by: 
NIC-HQ-Situation-Unit@uscg.
mil

06/29/2010 06:27 AM

To "HQS-PF-fldr-NIC HQ Situation Unit", 
"HQS-DG-LST-NIC-Situation Briefing"

cc "Blizard, Matthew CAPT", "Cunningham, Darcie CDR", 
"Ortman, Chris", "dave.westerholm", "dwh.dhs", "dwh.noaa", 
"Bamford, George", "Rogers, Jim", "Joint.Staff", "Foresman, 
Lee", "Pension, Lisa", "National Command Center", 
"NOC.imo", "NOC SWO Restricted", "NOC SWO", 
"NOC.uscg", "OPS CAT", sbs-all, kati.walsh, ngaoilspillcat, 
ngaoilspillcat, ngaoilspillcat, osd.watch, tina.eichenour, 
"RCCAlameda"

bcc

Subject National Incident Commander 0630EDT 29JUN10 Briefing

Good Morning All,

Please find the attached Situation Briefing that has been prepared by the NIC 
Situation Unit current as of 0630EDT today.  Please see attached for full 
report.

Highlighted bullets:
*At 0500EDT the center of Tropical Storm Alex was located near latitude 21.7 N 
and longitude 91.9 W. Alex is moving toward the NNW near 8 MPH.  A turn toward 
the NW is expected later today, 29 June, followed by a gradual turn toward the 
WNW on Wednesday, 30 June.  Maximum sustained winds are near 70 MPH with 
higher gusts.  Additional strengthening is forecast during the next 48 hours 
and Alex is likely to become a hurricane later today, 29 June.  Tropical storm 
force winds extend outward up to 105 miles mainly NE through SE of the center. 
(NOAA 0500EDT 29 June)

*On scene weather: Tuesday, 29 June: Winds SE 20-22 kts, seas 6-8', very 
rough. (NOAA 28 June)

*Governors Call Item: Jimmy Buffet golf benefit concert at Gulf Shores has 
been delayed until 11 July due to TS Alex.

*Total recovery for June 28th 00:00 to June 29th 00:00 was: 23,400 bbls oil & 
54.2 MMCF gas. Of the oil, 15,313 bbls was stored on the Enterprise and 8,087 
bbls was burned on the Q4000. Of the gas, 34.5 MMCF was flared on the 
Enterprise and 19.7 MMCF was flared on the Q4000. Total oil volume on the 
Enterprise as of 00:00 June 29th was 14,000 bbls (lightering to the 
Massachusetts completed at 08:25).

*DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE: Lightering operations to the shuttle tanker 
MASSACHUSETTS was completed on 28 June with 74,388 bbls being offloaded. There 
was a brief shut-down of production and ligherting operations 28 June from 
0420-0548CDT due to lightning. Total oil volume onboard as of 0000CDT 29 June 
is 14,000 bbls (Houston 2000EDT 28 June; Houston 0310EDT 29 June)

*Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 1: Planned startup of the system and 
production of oil is now 07 July.  The Free Standing Riser (FSR) is fully in 
place.  The 1,350' flexible, CDP manifold to riser, installation was 
completed.  Operations have been delayed due to high sea state. (Houston 
2000EDT 28 June)

*Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 2: To increase redundancy, BP will 
install a secondary subsea anchor, FSR, and float.  The air can and subsea 
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anchor are complete.  Suction pile installation will start 30 June, weather
pending.  FSR 2 has been constructed and all components are staged in 
Fourchon.  Installation will commence once the first FSR installation is 
completed with startup and "first oil" anticipated OOA 15 July. (Houston 
2000EDT 28 June)

*MC 252 Well Bore Cap: The Well Bore Cap is the capping stack that will be 
used on top of the LMRP to assist in containment once the TOP HAT and LMRP 
flange is removed.   

*Drilling of relief wells are not expected to be impacted by the high sea 
states. (Houston 1030EDT 28 June)

*DD-II: Completed running 16" casting.  Cementing has started; testing 29 
June. (Houston 2000EDT 28 June; OIR 1900EDT 28 June)

*DD-III: Completed third ranging run, results indicate that relief well bore 
is 16' plus/minus 5' from the MC252 well.  Another ranging run is scheduled 
for 30 June. BoEMRE reports that even though they are close to the target 
well, they are still a long way from the intercept. (Houston 2000EDT 28 June; 
OIR 1900EDT 28 June)

*HELIX PRODUCER 1 (8420115) departed Port Fourchon at 0600 en route the 
operations area; currently in staging area.   The vessel will hook up to the 
CDP-1 free standing riser to continuously process 20-25,000 bbls of oil per 
day. Critical hook up operations possible only in sea state < 3-4'. Start up 
to commence after 02 July when seas calm.

*MASSACHUSETTS: Will be decontaminated at the LOOP and wil proceed to Texas 
City, TX to offload.

*TX: Unconfirmed report of tar balls on South Padre Island and shoreline 
oiling on the beach at the east end of Galveston Island. (NIC Bulletin 2150EDT 
28 June; NIC Bulletin 0027EDT 29 June)

*Decontamination of deep-draft vessels -New Orleans Southwest Pass: 1, Mobile: 
3

*80,228 sq mi (33%) of Gulf Federal waters are closed to fishing. (NOAA 28 
June)

*Task Forces:  (DWH AAG 0600EDT 28 June)
oLA: 12 fishing vessel skimming Task Forces (TF), of 25 vessels each, 
recovered oil in Barataria Bay and Mississippi Delta. 27 Shallow Water Barge 
Skimming Systems working in 5 different parishes. St. Bernard Parish skimmed 
30 bbls utilizing Recovery TF assets assigned to Hopedale.
oMS: TF #5 conducted skimming operations in the vicinity of Horn and Petit 
Bois Islands. Acquired an additional MARCO V skimming system to assist in the 
heavily impacted Mississippi sound. VOO TF #1, #2 and #3 remained engaged in 
oil and conducted skimming and booming operations inside the Mississippi 
Sound.  Offshore, TF #705 conducted skimming operations S of Horn Island.  TF 
#805 continued to conduct oil recovery operations approx. 25 miles S of Peitit 
Bois Island.
ICP Mobile is working with the state of MS to give them control of local 
assets.
oAL: TF #2 continued operating off of Fort Morgan as the first line of defense 
in protecting Mobile Bay.  TF #4 conducted skimming operations off Perdido 
Pass. VOO TF #4 and #5 continued skimming and booming operations inside Mobile 
Bay.  Offshore, TF #701 continued skimming operations approx. 2 miles S of 
Gulf Shores.  TF #702 operated as a support unit 5 miles S of Gulf Shores.  TF 
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#703 continued skimming 35 miles S of Perdido Pass, while TF #704 conducted
surveillance and skimming operations 2 miles SW of Perdido Pass.
oFL: TF #1 and VOO TF #8 continued skimming operations in Panama City area.  
TF #3 and VOO TF #6 continued skimming in Pensacola Bay. VOO TF #7 continued 
skimming operations S of Destin, and VOO TF #9 continued skimming operations 
inside St. Joseph Bay.  Offshore, TF #705 continued oil recovery operations 12 
miles off Pensacola Bay.

BP Claims Summary: (BP Dashboard Report 0900EDT 28 June)
*Total Number of Claims: 101,853
*Total Amount Disbursed: $128,448,565
*Number of Claims Denied: 0
*Number of Checks Disbursed: 40,342

NIC Strategic Efforts:
*FRTG Flow Rate Analysis
*Interagency Alternative Technology Assessment Program
*International Engagement Strategy
*Hurricane/Severe Weather Contingency Plan: Briefed S1, final draft is being 
completed.
*Implementation Strategy: Drafted a NIC directive to include specific request 
for UAC.
*Dispersant Data Assessment
*Critical Resources Strategic Planning (DWH AAG 0600EDT 28 June)
oSkimmers
Current total 651.
Additional VOO TFs coming online pending delivery of skimming systems.
oBoom
Total Deployed: 2,749,476 feet
Total Assigned: 201,538 feet
Total Staged: 882,646 feet
Total Ordered: 767,184 feet
*Coast Guard/EPA Emergency Regulation
oThe Coast Guard and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) continue to 
take steps to ensure that vital oil spill response equipment currently 
stationed throughout the country is available to join the fight against BP's 
leaking oil in the Gulf of Mexico.
oThe most recent step in this strategy involves a joint Coast Guard-EPA 
emergency interim rule, submitted to the federal register on June 28, which 
will temporarily lower timing thresholds that require identification and 
staging of oil spill response equipment around the country in case of an oil 
spill-freeing up some resources for deployment to the Gulf.
oEssentially this means that we are temporarily reducing the time in which 
equipment, including vessels, must be available and "at the ready" for an oil 
spill so that we can battle the BP oil spill with an even greater force than 
we have already mobilized.

V/R
HS1 Samantha Roche
National Incident Command (NIC)
Situation Unit
24 hour Hotline: 202-372-1710

NIC Flag Brief 0630EDT 29JUN10.pdfNIC Flag Brief 0630EDT 29JUN10.pdf
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National Incident Commander Objectives: 

1. Establish and manage a coordinated interagency response effort to effectively employ all resources 

required to mitigate current and long term environmental and economic impacts of the incident. 

2. Engage and inform the public, stakeholders and the media, keeping them apprised of response activities 

and plans. 

3. Engage across all levels of government to develop courses of action for issues that span multiple agencies 

and departments. 

 
Unified Area Command Objectives: 

1. Ensure the safety and welfare of citizens and response personnel. 

2. Control the source of the spill. 

3. Continue to contain, recover, and dispose of spilled material. 

4. Continue to maximize use and availability of advanced source control and response technologies. 

5. Continue to maximize the protection, assessment, and response to environmentally, sensitive areas and 

wildlife risk. 

6. Ensure stakeholders, government officials, and the public are kept informed of source control and 

response actions. 

7. Minimize social, political, economic, and environmental impacts. 

8. Continue to optimize critical resource utilization and effectiveness from all agencies and organizations 

across all response areas. 

9. Ensure sustainability by conducting strategic planning to address long-range planning concerns; including 

worst case scenarios, contingencies, resources, logistics, and potential gaps. 
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Highlights of the Last Operational Period:  

 DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE: Lightering operations to the shuttle tanker MASSACHUSETTS 

was completed 28 June with 74,388 bbls being offloaded. (Houston 2000EDT 28 June) 

 Unconfirmed report of tar balls on South Padre Island, TX and shoreline oiling on the beach at the 

east end of Galveston Island, TX. (NIC Bulletin 2150EDT 28 June; NIC Bulletin 0027EDT 29 

June) 

 Governors Call Item: Jimmy Buffet golf benefit concert at Gulf Shores has been delayed until 11 July due 

to TS Alex. 

Weather:  

 At 0500EDT the center of Tropical Storm Alex was located near latitude 21.7 N and longitude 91.9 

W. Alex is moving toward the NNW near 8 MPH.  A turn toward the NW is expected later today, 29 

June, followed by a gradual turn toward the WNW on Wednesday, 30 June.  Maximum sustained 

winds are near 70 MPH with higher gusts.  Additional strengthening is forecast during the next 48 

hours and Alex is likely to achieve hurricane status later today, 29 June.  Tropical storm force winds 

extend outward up to 105 miles mainly NE through SE of the center. (NOAA 0500EDT 29 June) 

 On scene weather: (NOAA 28 June) 

o Tuesday, 29 June: Winds SE 20-22 kts, seas 6-8’, very rough. 

o Tuesday night, 29 June: Winds SE 17-21 kts, seas 8’, very rough. 

o Wednesday, 30 June: Winds SE 15-17 kts, seas 7-8’, rough. 

 
Source Control: (Houston 0310EST 29 June) 

  0000-2359CDT 28 June  Total Recovered/Flared to date: 

Vessel  OIL  GAS  OIL  GAS  

DISCOVERER 

ENTERPRISE  

 

15,313 bbls  34.5 million cubic 

ft of gas  

372,445 bbls  

 

*includes collection total 

for Riser Insertion Test 

Tube (RITT - 22,158 bbls) 

846.9 million cubic 

ft of gas 
* includes collection total 

for Riser Insertion Test 

Tube (RITT – 88.4 gas)  

Q4000  8,087 bbls  19.7 million cubic 

ft of gas  

111,222 bbls  224.0 million cubic 

ft of gas.  

Cumulative oil/gas 

recoverd  

23,400 bbls  54.2 million cubic 

ft of gas  

483,667 bbls  1070.9 million 

cubic ft of gas  

 7 Jones Act waivers have been signed by CAPT Kiefer and forwarded to S1 for review (HELIX 

PRODUCER, TOISES PISCES, FPSO SEILLEAN, EVI KNUTSEN, NAVION FENNIA, LOCH 

RANOCH and DISCOVER ENTERPRISE).  All vessels are involved in source control in the 

vicinity of the well head. All are being used with no Jones Act implication since the operation is 

approximately 45 NM offshore. (Jones Act E-Mail 1445EDT 28 June) 

 DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE: Lightering operations to the shuttle tanker MASSACHUSETTS 

was completed on 28 June with 74,388 bbls being offloaded. There was a brief shut-down of 

production and ligherting operations 28 June from 0420-0548CDT due to lightning. Total oil volume 

onboard as of 0000CDT 29 June is 14,000 bbls (Houston 2000EDT 28 June; Houston 0310EDT 29 

June) 

 Sub-sea Dispersant at the BOP is being injected at a steady rate of 8 gallons per minute. (Houston 

2000EDT 28 June) 
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 Short Term Containment: Top Hat #4 is in place over the MC 252 BOP and producing oil in 

conjunction with DE.  A pressure transducer has been successfully installed on one of the methanol 

ports on Top Hat #4; it is taking pressure readings every 15 minutes and will continue this cycle for 

3 days.  The goal is to use collected data to further refine the estimate of oil flowing from MC252.  

Top Hat #3 is available, located on the mud mat.  Top Hat #10 is available, located on the deck of 

DE.  There are no plans to change Top Hats at this time.  (Houston Update 2000EDT 28 Jun) 

 Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 1: Planned startup of the system and production of oil 

is now 07 July.  The Free Standing Riser (FSR) is fully in place.  The 1,350’ flexible, CDP manifold 

to riser, installation was completed.  Operations have been delayed due to high sea state. (Houston 

2000EDT 28 June) 

 Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 2: To increase redundancy, BP will install a 

secondary subsea anchor, FSR, and float.  The air can and subsea anchor are complete.  Suction pile 

installation will start 30 June, weather pending.  FSR 2 has been constructed and all components are 

staged in Fourchon.  Installation will commence once the first FSR installation is completed with 

startup and “first oil” anticipated OOA 15 July. (Houston 2000EDT 28 June) 

 MC 252 Well Bore Cap: The Well Bore Cap is the capping stack that will be used on top of the 

LMRP to assist in containment once the TOP HAT and LMRP flange is removed.  The transition 

spool and capping stack have been built; a full system test is scheduled for Tuesday, 29 June.  Final 

revision of the installation is complete.  The flange splitter system required to install the spool is 

under construction.  Machining on the “latch cap” contingency system commenced 26 June. 

(Houston 2000EST 28 June) 

 

Relief Well Data: (Houston 2000EDT 28 June) 

 
Total Drill Depth 
(MD=measured  or total 

drilled depth in feet) 

Day # of Est. 

Completion Days 
Comments  

DD-II  12,038’ 32 of 104 (31 %) Target of 12,040 feet MD   

T-Time 108 hrs 

 

DD-III  16,670' 56 of 104 (54%) Target of 18,400 feet MD. 

T-Time 109 hrs 

 Drilling of relief wells are not expected to be impacted by the high sea states. (Houston 1030EDT 28 

June) 

 DD-II: Completed running 16” casting.  Cementing has started; testing 29 June. (Houston 2000EDT 

28 June; OIR 1900EDT 28 June) 

 DD-III: Completed third ranging run, results indicate that relief well bore is 16’ plus/minus 5’ from 

the MC252 well.  Another ranging run is scheduled for 30 June. BoEMRE reports that even though 

they are close to the target well, they are still a long way from the intercept. (Houston 2000EDT 28 

June; OIR 1900EDT 28 June) 

 

International Offers of Assistance:  

 Letters of Acceptance were drafted by NIC for 22 offers of assistance from 12 countries. Letters are 

currently under review, including Department of State (DOS) clearance. (NIC CRU 27 June)  

 NIC CRU working with DOS to source 3 offers of fire boom and 2 skimmers. (NIC CRU 27 June)  

 Algeria: A private company offered boom. UAC expects to take delivery of 800 meters of fire boom 

this week from a Sonatrach subsidiary. 
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(Houston Source Control Vessels 28 June; Houston 1634EDT 28 June; Houston 2000EDT 28 June) 

Name Flag Status/Location Current Function Comments 

Q4000 United States On Scene Containment 

Continues to recover 

production and flare gas.  

T-Time 69 hours 
Operations may 

conintue in sea 

states  < 12’ 

DISCOVERER 

ENTERPRISE 

Marshall 

Islands 

On Scene Containment 

Continues to recover 

production, flare gas, and 

store oil.  

T-Time 114 

hours    
Operations may 

conintue in sea 

states  < 12’ 

HELIX PRODUCER I Bahamas At staging area 

 

Oil Production 

Will attach to the CDP-1 free 

standing  riser to process oil. 

Will continuously process 20-

25,000 bbls of oil daily 

Critical hook up 

operations possible 

only in sea states      

< 3-4’ 

Start up to 

commence after 02 

July when seas calm. 

LOCH RANNOCH United 

Kingdom 

Anchored                

staging area 

Shuttle Tanker 

Will transfer oil from the 

HELIX PRODUCER 

Capacity is 

1,000,000 bbls    

(40 days on 

station) 

DISCOVERER 

CLEAR LEADER 

Marshall 

Islands 

Anchored Containment 

Will recover production and 

is awaiting equipment 

 

MASSACHUSETTS United States Conducting 

transfer operations 

Shuttle Tank Barge 

Transfers oil from the 

DISCOVERER 

ENTERPRISE 

Will be 

decontaminated at 

the LOOP and wil 

proceed to Texas 

City, TX to offload. 

EVI KNUTSEN Norway O/S ETA 30 June 

Currently at Port 

Everglades, FL 

Shuttle Tanker 

Will transfer oil from  the 

TOISA PISCES 

Was issued a COC 

27 June and is clear 

to prep for ops in 

GoM 

NAVION FENNIA Bahamas ETA to GoM      

03 July 

Shuttle Tanker 

Will transfer oil from the 

HELIX PRODUCER and the 

TOISA PISCES 

Will be inspected 

OOA 30 June in Port 

Everglades, FL 

SEILLEAN Panama En-route to Port of 

Spain, ETA to be 

updated when vessel is 

closer to its destination 

Containment 

Will recover production 

Planning for 

inspection and 

retrofit in Port of 

Spain 

OVERSEAS 

CASCADE 

United States Nederland, TX Transfers oil from the 

DISCOVERER 

ENTERPRISE 
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Name Flag Status/Location Current Function Comments 

TOISA PISCES Liberia Ingleside, TX Undergoing modification 

Will attach to the CDP-2 free 

standing  riser to process oil 

Port State Control 

exam delayed until 

later this week 

SEACOR 

RIGOROUS 

United States Departed from 

Port Fourchon 26 

June  

With transfer hose that will be 

used between HELIX 

PRODUCER & LOCH 

RANNOCH 

 

LA CHEVAL United States Departed from 

Port Fourchon 26 

June 

With transfer hose that will be 

used between HELIX 

PRODUCER & LOCH 

RANNOCH 

 

 

 

Clean-Up/Response Operations: (DWH AAG 0600EDT 28 June)  

 LA MS AL FL TOTAL 

Current Miles of 

Shoreline Impact 
68.6 44.9 45.4 54.1 213.0 

People Assigned 1,810 982 3,811 3,666 10,269 

 

 

Safety/Personnel Casualties: 

 A civilian, Dan Woodward, was aboard GP35 Decon Barge and sustained a head injury.  Individual 

was evacuated out via EMS fast boat.  He suffered a broken nose and cut to the forehead.  No loss of 

consciousness reported. As more information becomes available it will be provided.  (NIC Bulletin 

1404EDT 28 June) 

 

 

Enviromental Impact:  

 TX: Unconfirmed report of tar balls on South Padre Island and shoreline oiling on the beach at the 

east end of Galveston Island. (NIC Bulletin 2150EDT 28 June; NIC Bulletin 0027EDT 29 June) 

 LA: Preparing for a rapid response to likely oiling in several locations from St. Bernard Parish to 

Grand Isle. Continued operations throughout Barataria Bay, South Pass and Grand Terre. (DWH 

AAG 0600EDT 28 June) 

 MS: Continued with beach cleanup on Petit Bois, Horn and Ship Islands. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 28 

June) 

 AL: Cleanup crews continue to clean at Fort Morgan, Orange Beach, Little Lagoon, Romar Beach 

and Gulf Shores. Heavy shoreline impact reported throughout the state. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 28 

June) 

 FL: Both manual and mechanical cleaning methods employed as cleanup crews continued in 

impacted areas from Escambia through Bay counties. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 28 June) 
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Port/Waterway Economic Impact: 

 All ports remain open, including the Louisiana Offshore Oil Port (LOOP). 

 Decontamination of deep-draft vessels as of 28 June 

o New Orleans Southwest Pass: 1 

o Mobile: 3 

 80,228 sq mi (33%) of Gulf Federal waters are closed to fishing. (NOAA 28 June) 
 

 

Equipment & Resources Assigned: (DWH AAG 0600EDT 28 June) 

 LA MS AL FL Drill Site Totals 

VOO 631 835 1,108 515 0 3,089 

Barges 427 99 89 29 0 644 

Skimmers 350 76 66 135 24 651 

Other 
(Command & 

Control, Boom 

Tending, Other) 

1,869 345 395 230 26 2,865 

Fixed Wing 21 4 6 4 0 35 

Helo 54 7 8 7 0 76 

Total 3,352 1,366 1,672 920 50 7,360 

 Task Forces:  (DWH AAG 0600EDT 28 June) 

o LA: 12 fishing vessel skimming Task Forces (TF), of 25 vessels each, recovered oil in Barataria 

Bay and Mississippi Delta. 27 Shallow Water Barge Skimming Systems working in 5 different 

parishes. St. Bernard Parish skimmed 30 bbls utilizing Recovery TF assets assigned to Hopedale. 

o MS:  

 TF #5 conducted skimming operations in the vicinity of Horn and Petit Bois Islands. 

Acquired an additional MARCO V skimming system to assist in the heavily impacted 

Mississippi sound. VOO TF #1, #2 and #3 remained engaged in oil and conducted 

skimming and booming operations inside the Mississippi Sound.  Offshore, TF #705 

conducted skimming operations S of Horn Island.  TF #805 continued to conduct oil 

recovery operations approx. 25 miles S of Peitit Bois Island. 

 ICP Mobile is working with the state of MS to give them control of local assets. 

o AL: TF #2 continued operating off of Fort Morgan as the first line of defense in protecting 

Mobile Bay.  TF #4 conducted skimming operations off Perdido Pass. VOO TF #4 and #5 

continued skimming and booming operations inside Mobile Bay.  Offshore, TF #701 continued 

skimming operations approx. 2 miles S of Gulf Shores.  TF #702 operated as a support unit 5 

miles S of Gulf Shores.  TF #703 continued skimming 35 miles S of Perdido Pass, while TF 

#704 conducted surveillance and skimming operations 2 miles SW of Perdido Pass. 

o FL: TF #1 and VOO TF #8 continued skimming operations in Panama City area.  TF #3 and 

VOO TF #6 continued skimming in Pensacola Bay. VOO TF #7 continued skimming operations 

S of Destin, and VOO TF #9 continued skimming operations inside St. Jospeh Bay.  Offshore, 

TF #705 continued oil recovery operations 12 miles off Pensacola Bay. 
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Financial Update: (NPFC Executive Financial Summary Report 2200EDT 28 June)  

OSLTF Emergency Fund Remaining  $33,806,047.75  

Fed Project Ceiling  $259,500,000.00  

Obligated funds to Date  $220,697,429.78  

Fed project Ceiling Remaining  $38,802,570.22  

 

 

BP Claims Summary: (BP Dashboard Report 0900EDT 28 June) 

 Total Number of Claims: 101,853 

 Total Amount Disbursed: $128,448,565 

 Number of Claims Denied: 0 

 Number of Checks Disbursed: 40,342 

 

BP Claims Call Center Statistics: (BP Dashboard 28 June)  

 Calls Received: 847  

 Wait Time: 6 seconds  

 Calls abandoned: 19 (1%) current figures not listed 

 Non-Claims related calls: 623 current figures not listed 

 Call operator dedicated hours: 1,153 hours current figures not listed 

 Call operators: 144 current figures not listed 

 Checks written: 577 current figures not listed 

 Cumulative Checks written: 41,339  

 Managers/adjusters in field: 933, as of PM 27 June  

 ESIS Claim Centers: 28  

 

 

Future Plans (Next 24-48 hours):  

 Continue sub-sea dispersant; monitor pressure. 

 Maintain flow back and flaring operations to the DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE and Q4000. 

 Continue relief well operations. 

 Montior forecast and trajectory of TS Alex. 

 

 

NIC Strategic Efforts: 

 FRTG Flow Rate Analysis 

 Interagency Alternative Technology Assessment Program 

 International Engagement Strategy 

 Hurricane/Severe Weather Contingency Plan 

o  Briefed S1, final draft is being completed. 

 Implementation Strategy 

o  Drafted a NIC directive to include specific request for UAC. 

 Dispersant Data Assessment 
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 Critical Resources Strategic Planning (DWH AAG 0600EDT 28 June) 

o Skimmers 

 Current total 651. 

 Additional VOO TFs coming online pending delivery of skimming systems. 

o Boom 

 Total Deployed: 2,749,476 feet 

 Total Assigned: 201,538 feet 

 Total Staged: 882,646 feet 

 Total Ordered: 767,184 feet 

 Coast Guard/EPA Emergency Regulation 

o The Coast Guard and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) continue to take steps to 

ensure that vital oil spill response equipment currently stationed throughout the country is 

available to join the fight against BP’s leaking oil in the Gulf of Mexico. 

o The most recent step in this strategy involves a joint Coast Guard-EPA emergency interim 

rule, submitted to the federal register on June 28, which will temporarily lower timing 

thresholds that require identification and staging of oil spill response equipment around the 

country in case of an oil spill—freeing up some resources for deployment to the Gulf. 

o Essentially this means that we are temporarily reducing the time in which equipment, 

including vessels, must be available and “at the ready” for an oil spill so that we can battle 

the BP oil spill with an even greater force than we have already mobilized. 

 

 

Enclosures: 

1.  UAC External Affairs Report 

2.  JIC 24hr Summary 

3.  Loop Current 

4.  Fisheries Update 
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01268-EPA-5332

"HQS-PF-fldr-NIC HQ Situation 
Unit" 
<NIC-HQ-Situation-Unit@uscg. 

Sent by: 
NIC-HQ-Situation-Unit@uscg.
mil

07/01/2010 04:30 AM

To "HQS-PF-fldr-NIC HQ Situation Unit", 
"HQS-DG-LST-NIC-Situation Briefing", "Ortman, Chris", 
"dave.westerholm", "dwh.dhs", "dwh.noaa", "Bamford, 
George", "Rogers, Jim", "Joint.Staff", "kati.walsh", 
"Foresman, Lee", "Pension, Lisa", "National Command 
Center", "NGA.cat", "nga.ic.cat", "nga.smil.cat", "NOC.imo", 
"NOC SWO Restricted", "NOC SWO", "NOC.uscg", "OPS 
CAT", "OSD.Watch", "SBS-All", "tina.eichenour"

cc

bcc

Subject NIC Situation Report 0430EDT 01JUL10

Good Morning All,

Attached is the 0430EDT NIC Situation Report.

V/R
HS1 Samantha Roche
National Incident Command (NIC)
Situation Unit
24 hour Hotline: 202-372-1710

NIC Situation Report 0430EDT 01JUL10.pdfNIC Situation Report 0430EDT 01JUL10.pdf
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Highlights of the Last Operational Period:  

 DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE stopped production 30 June from 1002 – 1245EDT due to severe 

weather and a valve malfunction.  Production has since commenced.  (Houston 2000EDT 30 June) 

 Pressure transducer has been removed from TOP HAT. (Houston 2000EDT 30 June) 

 There has been a notable increase in movement of TOP HAT due to increased sea state. (Houston 

2000EDT 30 June) 

 DDII Successfully completed an annual COC exam. (Houston 2000EDT 30 June) 

 The UAC initially reported that three staging areas were evacuating.  Subsequent reports indicated 

operations at Staging Areas Shell Beach and Delacroix, within the St. Bernard Branch were limited 

due to weather and no evacuation was required. (NIC Bulletin 1545EDT 30 June) 

 The cumulative range of oil released as of 30 June is 2,520,000 to 4,320,000 barrels. (FRTG 30 

June) 

 

Weather: 

 At 0200EDT the center of Hurricane Alex was located near latitude 24.1 N, longitude 98.2 W.  For 

the past few hours Alex has been moving toward the WSW near 10 MPH but a general westward 

motion is expected to resume and continue for the next day.  On this track the center of Alex will 

continue moving inland over northeastern Mexico today. (NOAA 0200EDT 01 July) 

 Maximum sustained winds have decreased to near 85 MPH with higher gusts.  Alex is a category 

one hurricane on the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Scale.  Additional weakening will occur as the 

tropical cyclone moves inland and Alex is expected to weaken to a tropical storm later today, 01 July 

and dissipate over Mexico by Friday, 02 July. (NOAA 0200EDT 01 July) 

 Hurricane force winds extend outward up to 35 miles from the center and tropical storm winds 

extend outward up to 205 miles, mainly N and E of the center.  An automated Mexican Navy station 

at La Pesca recently reported a sustained wind of 35 MPH and a gust to 53 MPH. (NOAA 0200EDT 

01 July) 

 On scene weather: (NOAA 30 June)  

o Thursday,01 July: Winds S 14-17 kts, seas 9’ choppy, confused swells. 

o Thursday night, 01 July: Winds SSE 14-16 kts, seas 7’ choppy. 

o Friday, 02 July: Winds SE 13-16 kts, seas 6’ choppy. 

 

Source Control: (Houston 0300EDT 01 July) 

  0000-2359CDT 30 June  Total Recovered/Flared to date: 

Vessel  OIL  GAS  OIL  GAS  

DISCOVERER 

ENTERPRISE  

 

14,875 bbls  33.8 million cubic 

ft of gas  

404,347 bbls  

 

*includes collection total 

for Riser Insertion Test 

Tube (RITT - 22,158 bbls) 

918.6 million cubic 

ft of gas 
* includes collection total 

for Riser Insertion Test 

Tube (RITT – 88.4 gas)  

Q4000  8,204 bbls  19.4 million cubic 

ft of gas  

127,622 bbls  262.9 million cubic 

ft of gas  

Cumulative oil/gas 

recovered  

23,079 bbls  53.2 million cubic 

ft of gas  

531,969 bbls  1,181.5 million 

cubic ft of gas  
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 DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE: Shut down at 1002EDT due to lightning strikes within 5 NM, 

a restart was commenced at 1045 EST that resulted in a shut down due to misalignment of 

valves, prior to completing the full restart lightning caused the DE to remain shut down till 1245 

EST. Total oil volume onboard as of 0000CDT 01 July was 46,680 bbls. (Houston 2000EDT 30 

June; Houston 0300EDT 01 July) 

 Lightering operations with the OVERSEAS CASCADE are scheduled to commence on Friday, 

02 July and will require less than 5’ seas.  The limiting factor of 5’ seas is based on the tolerance 

of the floating transfer hose and the hose handling vessel.  If a weather window does not open on 

Friday, a second transfer window should be available on Monday, 05 July.  Lightering ops 

require 24 hours for full discharge of DE.  If DE is unable to lighter by Tuesday, 06 July it will 

reach maximum storage capacity and production will be stopped. (Houston 2000EDT 30 June) 

 Sub-sea Dispersant: Being injected at the BOP at a steady rate of 8 gallons per minute. Sub-sea 

dispersant authority has been granted till 07 July at a rate of 6,000 gallons per day. (Houston 

2000EDT 30 June) 

 Short Term Containment: Top Hat #4 is in place over the MC 252 BOP and producing oil in 

conjunction with DE.  The pressure transducer installed last week has completed its 72 hour 

reading cycle the data is currently being interpreted by government scientists.  The transducer 

has been removed from Top Hat. Seas at DE were reported to be 6’ to 8’ there has been a notable 

increase in movement of the Top Hat device, a 6‖ wobble during the increased sea state.  

(Houston 2000EDT 30 June) 

 Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 1:  Planned startup of the system and production 

of oil is now 7 July, delay is due to weather.  Vessel masters made the decision to halt the 

operation till seas calm.  (Houston 2000EDT 30 June) 

 Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 2: To increase redundancy, BP will install a 

secondary subsea anchor, free standing riser (FSR), and float cans. The air can and subsea anchor 

are complete. Suction pile installation will start 02 July, weather pending. FSR 2 has been 

constructed and all components are staged in Port Fourchon. Installation will commence once the 

first FSR installation is completed with startup and ―first oil‖ anticipated OOA 15 July. (Houston 

2000EDT 30 June) 

 MC 252 Three Ram Capping Stack: The Well Bore Cap is the capping stack that will be used 

on top of the LMRP to assist in containment once the TOP HAT and LMRP flange is removed.  

The capping stack was retested after the pressure transducer was replaced and found to be 

satisfactory. The stack is currently loaded and enroute to Port of Fourchon OOA 1400CDT 30 

June, ETA 02 July. The flange splitter system required to install the spool is complete and 

procedure has been approved. The system is scheduled to undergo a SIT.  (Houston 2000EDT 30 

June) 

 

Relief Well Data: (Houston 2000EDT 30 June) 

 
Total Drill Depth 
(MD=measured  or total 

drilled depth in feet) 

Day # of Est. 

Completion Days 
Comments 

DD-II 12,038’ 34 of 104 (33 %) T-Time 108 hrs 
Drilling of relief wells are 

not expected to be impacted 

by high sea states 

DD-III 16,900' 58 of 104 (56%) T-Time 109 hrs 

Drilling of relief wells are 

not expected to be impacted 
by high sea states 
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 DD-II: Cementing has been completed, the shoe has been drilled out and a Leak Off Test (LOT) 

is in progress. Provided the LOT is successful drilling will commence 30 June. Successfully 

completed an annual COC exam conducted by MSU Morgan City marine inspectors. (Houston 

2000EDT 30 June) 

 DD-III:. In the process of  wire ranging, results indicate that relief well bore is 27’ plus/minus 3’ 

from the MC252 well.  Another wire ranging run is scheduled for 01 July and will advance the 

well an additional 400’. Estimated time to complete all ranging is 7 days which will be followed 

by 7 days of drilling for the 9 5/8‖ casing run. (Houston 2000EDT 30 June) 

 

(Houston Source Control Vessels 29 June; Houston 2000EDT 30 June)  

Name  Flag  Status/Location  Current Function  Comments  

Q4000 United States On Scene Containment 

 
Continues to recover 

production and flare oil and 

gas. 

T-Time 69 hours 
Operations may 

continue in sea  

states < 12’ 

DISCOVERER 

ENTERPRISE 

Marshall Islands On Scene Containment 

 
Continues to recover 

production, flare gas, and 

store oil. 

 

T-Time 114 hours 
Operations may 

continue in sea  

states < 12’ 

HELIX PRODUCER I Bahamas At staging area Oil Production 

 
Will attach to the CDP-1 free 

standing riser to process oil. 

 

Will continuously process 20-

25,000 bbls of oil daily 

Critical hook up 

operations possible only 

in sea states < 3-4’ 

 

Start up to commence 

after 02 July when seas 

calm. 

 
Marine Inspectors from 

MSU Morgan City 

conducted satisfactory tests 
of the fire curtain and 

associated shutdowns on 

30 June. 
 

LOCH RANNOCH United Kingdom Anchored staging 

area 

Shuttle Tanker 

 
Will store oil from the HELIX 

PRODUCER 

 

Capacity is 1,000,000 

bbls (40 days on 

station) 

DISCOVERER CLEAR 

LEADER 

Marshall Islands Anchored Containment 

 
Will recover production 

Awaiting 

equipment. 

MASSACHUSETTS United States Proceeding to 

Texas City, TX 

for offload 

Shuttle Tank Barge 

 
Transfers oil from the 

DISCOVERER 

ENTERPRISE 

Will be decontaminated at 

the LOOP and will  
proceed to Texas City, TX 

to offload. 

EVI KNUTSEN Norway O/S ETA 30 June 
 

Shuttle Tanker 

 
Will transfer oil from the 

TOISA PISCES 
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National Incident Commander Objectives: 

1. Establish and manage a coordinated interagency response effort to effectively employ all resources 

required to mitigate current and long term environmental and economic impacts of the incident. 

2. Engage and inform the public, stakeholders and the media, keeping them apprised of response activities 

and plans. 

3. Engage across all levels of government to develop courses of action for issues that span multiple agencies 

and departments. 

 
Unified Area Command Objectives: 

1. Ensure the safety and welfare of citizens and response personnel. 

2. Control the source of the spill. 

3. Continue to contain, recover, and dispose of spilled material. 

4. Continue to maximize use and availability of advanced source control and response technologies. 

5. Continue to maximize the protection, assessment, and response to environmentally, sensitive areas and 

wildlife risk. 

6. Ensure stakeholders, government officials, and the public are kept informed of source control and 

response actions. 

7. Minimize social, political, economic, and environmental impacts. 

8. Continue to optimize critical resource utilization and effectiveness from all agencies and organizations 

across all response areas. 

9. Ensure sustainability by conducting strategic planning to address long-range planning concerns; including 

worst case scenarios, contingencies, resources, logistics, and potential gaps. 
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Name  Flag  Status/Location  Current Function  Comments  

NAVION FENNIA Bahamas ETA to GoM 03 

July 

Shuttle Tanker 

Will transfer oil from the 

HELIX PRODUCER and the 

TOISA PISCES 

Inspection completed, 

CoC issued. 

SEILLEAN Panama En-route to Port of 

Spain, Trinidad. ETA 

is mid-July. 

Containment 
Will recover production 

Planning for inspection 

and retrofit in Port of 

Spain.  Retrofit will 

expand production 

capabilities. 

OVERSEAS CASCADE United States On-scene Transfers oil from the 

DISCOVERER 

ENTERPRISE 

 

TOISA PISCES Liberia Departed Corpus 

Christi, TX seeking 

safe refuge due to 

Alex. 

GoM ETA 10 July 

Undergoing modification 

 

Will attach to the CDP-2 

free standing riser to 

continually process oil 

Seeking safe refuge 

from Hurricane Alex.  

Estimated return to yard 

date of 05 July. 

SEACOR RIGOROUS United States At staging area With transfer hose that will be 

used between HELIX 

PRODUCER & LOCH 

RANNOCH 

 

LA CHEVAL United States At staging area With transfer hose that will be 

used between HELIX 

PRODUCER & LOCH 

RANNOCH 

 

 

International Offers of Assistance:  

 National Incident Commander has been briefed on Critical Resources (CRU) Status and 

International Offers received and accepted. (NIC CRU 30 June) 

 12 Letters of Acceptance were signed by Deputy NIC for International Offers of Assistance. 

(NIC CRU 30 June) 

o New Boom Acceptance: Germany, France, Russia, UK, Tunisia, Belgium, Qatar, Kenya 

o New Skimmer Acceptance: Russia, EMSA 

Clean-Up/Response Operations: (DWH AAG 0600EDT 30 June)  

 LA MS AL FL TOTAL 

Current Miles of 

Shoreline Impact 
259.3 47.9 46.9 68.9 423.0 

People Assigned 1,810 1,058 3,642 2,583 9,093 

 Surface dispersant injection vessels remain in Port Fourchon due to high seas. (Houston 2000EDT 

30 June) 

 

Safety/Personnel Casualties:  

 At 1500EST 30 June, vessel Dan Martin filled with water and sank at the pier due to heavy rains.  

The vessel is located at Base Camp Pier in St. Bernard, LA.  Local crews are working to raise the 

vessel.  No injuries reported.  UAC and NIC are standing by for further details on the vessel and will 

update as available. (NIC Bulletin 1757EDT 30 June) 
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Equipment & Resources Assigned: (DWH AAG 0600EDT 30 June) 

 LA MS AL FL 
Panhandle 

FL 
Peninsula 

TX Off 

Shore 

Totals 

VOO 631 742 1,170 464 0 0 0 3,007 

Barges 447 98 93 30 0 0 0 668 

Other (CG 

Cutters, 

Command & 

Control, Boom 

Tending, Other) 

1,477 435 488 263 0 0 26 2,689 

Skimmers, 
Inshore 

313 313 

Skimmers, 
Nearshore 

139 139 

Skimmers, 
Offshore 

58 58 

Fixed 

Wing 

37 37 

Helo 85 85 

Total 2,555 1,275 1,751 757 0 0 26 6,996 

Task Forces: (DWH AAG 0600EDT 30 June)  

 LA:  12 fishing vessel skimming Task Forces (TF) continue to skim for oil in Barataria Bay and 

Mississippi Delta. 27 Shallow Water Barge Skimming Systems worked in 5 different Parishes.  

Offshore skimming operations were halted due to sea state. 

 MS:  Boom gate at Biloxi Bay, tended by VOOs, remained closed.  TF#5 operating near Petit Bois 

Island.  

o ICP Mobile is working with the state of MS to give them control of local assets.  

 AL:  TF#2 conducted skimming operations in Mobile Bay.  Offshore skimming weather dependent; 

skimmed product on northern leading edge of oil.  TF#710 and #702 are docked at Theodore. 

 FL: Offshore, TF#705 conducted skimming operations 3-8 miles S of Pensacola Beach.  Northern 

leading edge of oil was skimmed as weather permitted.  

 

Environmental Impact:  

 TX:  One of the sediment samples collected from Galveston on 29 June has been analyzed in the 

Test America facility at Houma Command Centre and the analysis shows that the sample did not 

contain crude oil. The substance turned out to be a refined substance (i.e. hydraulic fluid) of some 

type. UAC confirms that the sample was not from MC252. (NIC Bulletin 2223EDT 30 June) 

 LA: Preparing for a rapid response to likely oiling in several locations from St. Bernard Parish to 

Grand Isle. Continued operations throughout Barataria Bay, South Pass and Grand Terre. (DWH 

AAG 0600EDT 30 June) 
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 MS: Cleanup crews worked on eastern Ocean Springs Beach, Ocean Springs, Pascagoula Beach and 

a 10 mile area on Biloxi Beach.  Tarballs impacted Belle Fontaine whereby cleanup crews and a 

Super Sucker responded.  Periodic beach cleanup operations were suspended due to weather. (DWH 

AAG 0600EDT 30 June) 

 AL: Above-average high tides have pushed tarballs into sand dunes and sea oats.  Periodic manual 

beach cleanup operations in Mobile and Baldwin Counties were suspended due to weather.  (DWH 

AAG 0600EDT 30 June) 

 FL: Mechanical and manual cleanup periodically suspended due to weather.  Crews discovered 

section of fouled boom on the beach in Pensacola County and reported 2 oiled birds to Wildlife.  

Community approval received 29 June for Port St. Joe decon site. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 30 June) 

 At 0700CDT, 01 July, more than 70 rehabilitated pelicans are expected to be released at the 

Brunswick Coast Guard Station, Brunswick, GA. (External Affairs 1916EDT 30 June) 

 

Port/Waterway Economic Impact:  

 All ports remain open, including the Louisiana Offshore Oil Port (LOOP).  

 Decontamination of deep-draft vessels: NSTR 

 80,228 sq mi (33%) of Gulf Federal waters are closed to fishing. (NOAA 28 June)  

 

Financial Update: (NPFC Executive Financial Summary Report 2200EDT 30 June)  

OSLTF Emergency Fund Remaining  $30,353,712.22  

Fed Project Ceiling  $259,500,000.00  

Obligated funds to Date  $241,367,780.35  

Fed Project Ceiling Remaining  $18,132,219.65  

 

BP Claims Summary: (BP Claims Status for 30 Jun 10 0931EDT 30 June)  

 Total Number of Claims: 87,416  

 Total Amount Disbursed: $132,343,181  

 Number of Claims Denied: 0  

 Number of Checks Disbursed: 42,795  

 

BP Claims Call Center Statistics: (Last updated in the BP Dashboard 29 June)  

 Calls Received: 847  

 Wait Time: 6 seconds  

 Calls abandoned: 19 (1%)  

 Non-Claims related calls: 623  

 Call operator dedicated hours: 1,153 hours  

 Call operators: 171  

 Checks written: 649 

 Cumulative Checks written: 41,988  

 Managers/adjusters in field: 952 

 Claim Centers: 34 
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Future Plans (Next 24-48 hours):  

 Continue sub-sea dispersant injection; monitor pressure. 

 Maintain flow back to the DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE. 

 Q4000 to flowback and flaring operations. 

 Continue relief well operations. 

 

 

NIC Strategic Efforts: 

 FRTG Flow Rate Analysis  

o This improved estimate is based on more and better data that is available after the riser cut 

data which helps increase the scientific confidence in the accuracy of the estimate.  As the 

Government continues to collect additional data and refine these estimates, it is important 

to realize that the numbers can change.  In particular, because the upper number is less 

certain, it is important to plan for the upper estimate plus additional contingencies 

immediately.  The most likely flow rate of oil is between 35,000 and 60,000 barrels per 

day. 

 Interagency Alternative Technology Assessment Program (IATAP) 

o M/V A Whale - The Coast Guard Research and Development Center has assembled an  

IATAP observation team of Coast Guard, Navy SupSalv and NOAA representatives to  

oversee BP testing of the skimming system on this vessel. 

 International Engagement Strategy  

o Interagency Strategic Planning (IASP) maintains country specific files on the potential for 

impact from the DWH pollution incident on foreign countries. To date, IASP provided 

briefs to DOS on projections for impact to Cuba, Bahamas, and Bermuda.  Brief for 

Mexico is pending until DOS confirms meeting participants, time, and location specifics. 

If the potential for impact on a foreign country becomes likely, IASP will initiate 

notification to DOS to provide official notification to the country. 

 Hurricane/Severe Weather Contingency Plan  

o Briefed S1, final draft is being completed. 

o Anticipate final approval of DWH Hurricane/Severe Weather Plans in the immediate 

future. 

o Follow up discussions on pre and post storm planning ongoing with DoD, FEMA, and 

other governmental agencies 

o UAC will conduct a UAC-UIC SWCP table top exercise on 6 July 

o CG participation planned for Joint Chiefs of Staff SWCP Critical Mission Exercise 12.1, 

14 July 

 Implementation Strategy  

o Drafted a NIC directive to guide UAC actions. Draft will be available for NIC review on 

30 June.   

 Coast Guard/EPA Emergency Regulation 

o The Coast Guard and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) continue to take steps 

to ensure that vital oil spill response equipment currently stationed throughout the country 

is available to join the fight against BP’s leaking oil in the GOM. The most recent step in 

this strategy involves a joint Coast Guard-EPA emergency interim rule, submitted to the 

Federal Register on June 28, which will temporarily lower timing thresholds that require 

identification and staging of oil spill response equipment around the country in case of an 
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oil spill—freeing up some resources for deployment to the Gulf.  Essentially this means 

that we are temporarily reducing the time in which equipment, including vessels, must be 

available and ―at the ready‖ for an oil spill so that we can battle the BP oil spill with an 

even greater force than we have already mobilized. 

 Critical Resources Strategic Planning (DWH AAG 0600EDT 30 June)  

Skimmers  

o Current total: 510  

o Additional VOO TFs will be coming online pending delivery of skimming systems.  

Boom  

o Total Deployed: 2,763,676 feet  

o Total Assigned: 232,688 feet  

o Total Staged: 856,000 feet  

o Total Ordered: 827,952 feet  

o Delivery Estimate: 6/30-7/2 = 117,766 feet; 7/3- 7/9 = 322,218 feet 
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NOC-PRODUCED SENIOR LEADERSHIP BRIEF 
 

1800 EDT 30 June 2010 

Updates in bold blue 

 

Secretary of Homeland Security Priorities 

 Ensure Responsible Party (RP) is doing everything it can to stop the oil leak. 

 Ensure all capabilities (government, private, and commercial) and resources are being leveraged to 

protect the environment and facilitate a rapid, robust cleanup effort. 

 Ensure every effort is being made to include and inform the local communities in support of 

response operations. 

  

Current Situation 

 Severe Weather  

 Hurricane Alex (CAT 1) is 105 miles south-southeast of Brownsville, TX. (NOAA) 

 Expected to make landfall by early 1 July.   

 May produce high winds and seas in the northern Gulf; could impact oil transfer 

operations, but not expected to impact relief well drilling or TOP HAT recovery. 

(NIC)  

 

 Oil Stoppage  

 Lower Marine Riser Package (LMRP) TOP HAT 

 Weather has not affected TOP HAT. (NIC) 

 Oil and gas flowing from TOP HAT to ENTERPRISE and Q-4000. (NIC) 

 ENTERPRISE was shut down for about 1.5 hours due to lightening in 

the area; operations have resumed. 

 Cumulative oil/gas recovered/flared 29 June: 25,223 barrels of oil and 57.4 

million cubic ft of gas. 

 Total oil/gas recovered/flared to date: 508,890 barrels of oil and 1,128.3 

million cubic ft of gas.  

 Long Term Containment and Disposal Project (CDP) 

 CDP-1: HELIX PRODUCER connection to CDP-1 has been delayed due to high seas; 

estimated startup 7 July. (NIC) 

 CDP-2: Free standing riser 2 has been constructed and all components are staged 

in Port Fourchon; estimated startup 15 July. (NIC) 

 Relief Wells 

 Drill Rig DDIII (first relief well) conducting relief well operations; drill depth 

11,651 ft below sea floor (16,900 ft below drill floor). (NIC) 

 Drill Rig DDII (second relief well) conducting relief well operations; drill depth 

6,820 ft below sea floor (12,038 ft below drill floor). (NIC) 
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 Well Bore Cap 

 This is a capping stack that will be used on top of LMRP to assist in containment 

once TOP HAT and LMRP flange are removed. (NIC) 

 Passed Systems Integration test 29 June. 

 Will be prepared for shipment 30 June. 

 

 Oil Flow 

 Flow Rate Technical Group (FRTG) estimates oil flow rate is 35,000 - 60,000 barrels per 

day. (JIC) 

 Containment capacity expected to be 40,000 - 53,000 barrels/day by  

30 June and 60,000 - 80,000 barrels/day by mid July. 

 FRTG estimates total oil released as of 29 June is between 2,500,000 and 4,200,000 barrels. 

(NIC) 

 

 Oil Landfall  

 Current amount of landfall impacted: 225.5 miles. (NIC) 

 LA: (NIC) 

 Continued operations in Barataria Bay, South Pass and Grand Terre.  

 MS: (NIC) 

 Crews worked on Ocean Springs, Pascagoula and Biloxi Beaches.  

 Tarballs reached Belle Fontaine; cleanup crews responded. 

 Beach cleanup suspended due to weather.  

 AL: (NIC) 

 Above average high tides have pushed tarballs into sand dunes.  

 Beach cleanup suspended in Mobile and Baldwin counties due to weather.  

 FL: (NIC) 

 Mechanical and manual beach cleanup suspended due to weather.  

 

 Operations 

 No In Situ Burns (ISB) conducted 29 June. (NIC) 

 Booming/skimming operations continue, weather permitting. (NIC) 

 Oily water mixture recovered to date: 670,833 barrels. (NIC) 

 

 Health Concerns 

 Heat stress remains the primary concern for response workers. (OHA) 

 

 Dispersants 

 No aerial dispersant sorties flown 29 June due to adverse weather. (NIC) 

 Subsea dispersant use continues. (NIC) 

 Authorization expires 30 June; application will be made this evening for extension. 

 Surface dispersant vessels remain in Port Fourchon due to high seas. (NIC) 
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 Shipping Channels/Ports 

 All shipping channels/ports remain open in the Gulf Coast Region with the exception 

of 3 ports due to Hurricane Alex. (NIC/USCG) 

 Brownsville, TX: ZULU (hurricane force winds within 12 hours, ports closed). 

(USCG) 

 Corpus Christi and Victoria, TX: YANKEE (hurricane force winds within 24 

hours, ports closed to inbound ships). (USCG) 

 To date, a total of 4 vessels have required decontamination. (NIC) 

 

 Assets on Scene:  

 Personnel: 42,728 (NIC) 

 Boom to date: 7,907,191 ft ( 2,983,576 regular/4,923,615 sorbent) (UAC) 

 Dispersant to date: 1,609,636 gals (1,032,897 surface/576,739 subsea) (NIC) 

 Total vessels assigned: 6,874 (NIC) 

 Fixed-wing aircraft: 37(NIC) 

 Helicopters: 85 (NIC) 

 

Federal Agencies/Departments 

 U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) 

 Continuing incident coordination and response activities.  

 

 Customs and Border Protection (CBP) 

 Providing flight advisory information to aircraft participating in disaster response and video 

to track oil plume movement; aircraft mission-hours to date: 891.2 

 

 Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

 Supporting NIC activities and Federal On-Scene Coordinator. 

 

 Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

 Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service providing wildlife recovery services.  

 

 Department of Defense (DoD) 

 US Army Corps of Engineers overseeing berm projects in AL and LA.   

 

 Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

 Continuing to sample air, water, sediment, and waste. 

 

 Health and Human Services (HHS) 

 Joint Information Center has cleared the Exposure Assessment Considerations for 

evaluating Gulf oil spill response worker exposure to chemical contaminants. 
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 Department of the Interior (DOI) 

 White House is hosting weekly conference calls for Native American outreach with 

representatives from Federally- and non-Federally recognized tribes. 

 

 

 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 

 Weather forecast:  

 Wed, 30 June: South-southeast winds 15-19 knots; seas 8 ft. 

 Thur, 1 July: South-southeast winds 14-17 knots; seas 7-9 ft. 

 Fri, 2 July: South-southeast winds 12-16 knots; seas 4-6 ft. 

 

 Department of Energy (DOE) 

 Assisting Unified Command and supporting the Interagency Solutions Group. 

 

Critical Infrastructure Key Resources (CIKR) 

 National Infrastructure Coordinating Center (NICC) 

 Continuing to monitor CIKR. 

 

State and Local Agencies  

 AL, FL, LA, MS and TX are communicating with DHS daily. 

 

National Operations Center 

 Current Posture: Phase 2 – Concern; Crisis Action Team activated. 

 The next SLB is scheduled for 0600 EDT 1 July. 
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JOINT INFORMATION CENTER 

24-HOUR SUMMARY 
 

UPDATED June 30, 2010 7 PM 

 

PAST 24 HOURS 

The President Outlines Long-Term Coordination Plan for Gulf Coast Restoration  

President Obama sent a memorandum to the heads of Executive Departments and Agencies regarding 

the Long-Term Gulf Coast Restoration Support Plan—outlining ways in which Navy Secretary Ray 

Mabus will coordinate with leaders across the administration and the White House, along with states, 

local communities, tribes, people whose livelihoods depend on the Gulf, businesses, conservationists, 

scientists and others to create a plan of federal support for the long-term economic and environmental 

restoration of the Gulf Coast region.  

 

Senior Administration Officials and Scientists Meet With BP on Oil Containment Efforts 

As part of ongoing efforts to engage the brightest minds from across the federal government, academia 

and the private sector in the response to the BP oil spill, senior administration officials including 

Secretary Salazar, Secretary Chu, Secretary Napolitano, Carol Browner and Admiral Thad Allen, met 

with members of the federal science team and BP officials to discuss the progress of additional well 

containment options and the status of relief well drilling efforts. The meeting was held at the 

Department of the Interior. Senior government officials will meet with President Obama tomorrow to 

review the oil spill situation and discuss plans moving forward. 

 

Admiral Allen Provides Operational Update on the BP Oil Spill Response 

National Incident Commander Admiral Thad Allen provided a briefing to inform the American public 

and answer questions on the progress of the administration-wide response to the BP oil spill.  

 

Rear Admiral Zukunft Provides Update on the Effects of Current Weather  

Coast Guard Rear Adm. Paul Zukunft provided an update on the effects of severe weather on response 

efforts. Because of elevated sea states, response crews have not been able to conduct skimming or 

controlled burn operations; increased wave heights have caused boom to break apart in some areas. Sea 

states have also delayed the connection of the third vessel, the Helix Producer, to the floating riser 

pipe—which will bring collection capacity up to 53,000 barrels a day. Storm surges could cause oil to 

be pushed further into inland areas. The Coast Guard is monitoring the flow of oil and is prepared to  
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deploy additional resources if inland areas are impacted. Weather has not had any impact on the 

drilling of relief wells. 

 

EPA Releases First Round of Toxicity Testing Data for Eight Oil Dispersants 

The Environmental Protection Agency today released peer reviewed results from the first round of its 

own independent toxicity testing on eight oil dispersants. EPA conducted testing to ensure that 

decisions about ongoing dispersant use in the Gulf of Mexico continue to be grounded in the best 

available science. Additional testing is needed to further inform the use of dispersants. 

 

NOAA Adds Two Ships to Fleet of Scientific Research Vessels 

A NOAA research ship and a university-owned vessel are conducting two complementary studies to 

gather data on the Loop Current and area ecosystems in response to the BP oil spill. NOAA Ship 

Nancy Foster—one of six NOAA-owned ships supporting the oil spill response effort—began a two-

week survey in the eastern Gulf of Mexico and the Florida Straits. 

The R/V Savannah, operated by the Skidaway Institute of Oceanography in Savannah, Ga., is sailing 

through the Florida Keys and western Florida shelf as part of a long-term bimonthly sampling effort 

for NOAA’s South Florida Ecosystem Restoration Program that has been modified to collect samples 

to check for the presence of oil in the region. 

 

Labor Department Announces $27 Million to Aid Workers Affected by the Oil Spill 

The Department of Labor today announced a total of $27 million in National Emergency Grant awards 

to Gulf Coast states to assist workers who have been displaced as a result of the BP oil spill—for job 

placement, skills training and career counseling. The funds are being awarded to workforce agencies in 

Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, and Mississippi—states experiencing economic hardship as a result of 

wage decline and job loss in the shrimping, fishing, hospitality and tourism industries. 

 

BP Continues to Optimize Oil Recovery Rates from its Leaking Well 

Under the direction of the federal government, BP continues to capture some oil and burn gas at the 

surface using its containment dome technique—collecting oil aboard the Discoverer Enterprise, which 

is linked by a fixed riser pipe to the wellhead, and flaring off additional oil and gas on the Q4000, 

which is connected to the choke line. The collection capacity is expected to increase to an estimated 

53,000 barrels once the third vessel, the Helix Producer, is connected to the floating riser pipe—a 

redundancy measure also taken at the administration’s direction. 
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Progress Continues in Drilling Relief Wells; Ranging Process Continues  

The Development Driller III has drilled the first relief well to a depth of approximately 16,900 feet 

below the surface. The Development Driller II has drilled the second relief well—a redundancy 

measure taken at the direction of the administration—to a depth of more than 12,000 feet below the 

Gulf surface. BP continues the “ranging” process—which involves periodically withdrawing the drill 

pipe and sending an electrical signal down to determine how close they are getting to the wellbore. 

 

Approved SBA Economic Injury Assistance Loans Top $8.5 Million 

SBA has approved 128 economic injury assistance loans to date, totaling more than $8.5 million for 

small businesses in the Gulf Coast impacted by the BP oil spill. Additionally, the agency has granted 

deferments on 531 existing SBA disaster loans in the region, totaling more than $2.6 million per month 

in payments. For information on assistance loans for affected businesses, visit the SBA’s Web site at 

www.sba.gov/services/disasterassistance, call (800) 659-2955 (800-877-8339 for the hearing 

impaired), or email disastercustomerservice@sba.gov. 

 

Administration Continues to Oversee BP’s Claims Process 

The administration will continue to hold the responsible parties accountable for repairing the damage, 

and repaying Americans who’ve suffered a financial loss as a result of the BP oil spill. To date, 87,416 

claims have been opened, from which more than $132.3 million have been disbursed. No claims have 

been denied to date. There are 952 claims adjusters on the ground. To file a claim, visit 

www.bp.com/claims or call BP’s helpline at 1-800-440-0858. Those who have already pursued the BP 

claims process and are not satisfied with BP’s resolution can call the Coast Guard at (800) 280-7118. 

Additional information about the BP claims process and all available avenues of assistance can be 

found at www.disasterassistance.gov. 

 

By the Numbers to Date: 
 The administration has authorized the deployment of 17,500 National Guard troops from Gulf Coast 

states to respond to this crisis; currently, 1,605 are active.  

 Approximately 42,700 personnel are currently responding to protect the shoreline and wildlife and 

cleanup vital coastlines.  

 More than 6,800 vessels are currently responding on site, including skimmers, tugs, barges, and 

recovery vessels to assist in containment and cleanup efforts—in addition to dozens of aircraft, 

remotely operated vehicles, and multiple mobile offshore drilling units.  
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 Approximately 2.76 million feet of containment boom and 4.92 million feet of sorbent boom have 

been deployed to contain the spill—and approximately 856,000 feet of containment boom and 2.04 

million feet of sorbent boom are available.  

 More than 28.2 million gallons of an oil-water mix have been recovered.  

 Approximately 1.61 million gallons of total dispersant have been applied—1.03 million on the surface 

and 577,000 sub-sea. More than 504,000 gallons are available.  

 275 controlled burns have been conducted, efficiently removing a total of approximately 10 million 

gallons of oil from the open water in an effort to protect shoreline and wildlife. Because calculations 

on the volume of oil burned can take more than 48 hours, the reported total volume may not reflect the 

most recent controlled burns.   

 17 staging areas are in place to protect sensitive shorelines.  

 Approximately 423 miles of Gulf Coast shoreline is currently oiled—approximately 259 miles in 

Louisiana, 48 miles in Mississippi, 47 miles in Alabama, and 69 miles in Florida. These numbers 

reflect a daily snapshot of shoreline currently experiencing impacts from oil so that planning and field 

operations can more quickly respond to new impacts; they do not include cumulative impacts to date, 

or shoreline that has already been cleared.    

 Approximately 80,228 square miles of Gulf of Mexico federal waters remain closed to fishing in order 

to balance economic and public health concerns. More than 66 percent remains open. Details can be 

found at http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/.  

 To date, the administration has leveraged assets and skills from numerous foreign countries and 

international organizations as part of this historic, all-hands-on-deck response, including Canada, 

France, Germany, Japan, Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, the United Nations’ International Maritime 

Organization and the European Union's Monitoring and Information Centre.  
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01268-EPA-5335

"HQS-PF-fldr-NIC HQ Situation 
Unit" 
<NIC-HQ-Situation-Unit@uscg. 

Sent by: 
NIC-HQ-Situation-Unit@uscg.
mil

07/02/2010 06:27 AM

To "HQS-PF-fldr-NIC HQ Situation Unit", 
"HQS-DG-LST-NIC-Situation Briefing", "Ortman, Chris", 
"dave.westerholm", "dwh.dhs", "dwh.noaa", "Bamford, 
George", "Rogers, Jim", "Joint.Staff", "kati.walsh", 
"Foresman, Lee", "Pension, Lisa", "National Command 
Center", "NGA.cat", "nga.ic.cat", "nga.smil.cat", "NOC.imo", 
"NOC SWO Restricted", "NOC SWO", "NOC.uscg", "OPS 
CAT", "OSD.Watch", "SBS-All", "tina.eichenour"

cc

bcc

Subject National Incident Commander 0630EDT 02JUL10 Briefing

Good Morning All,

Please find the attached Situation Briefing that has been prepared by the NIC 
Situation Unit current as of 0630EDT today.  Please see attached for full 
report.

Highlighted bullets:
*At 2300EDT 01 July, the remnants of Alex were located over central Mexico.  
Alex is moving toward the west near 12 MPH and this motion is expected to 
continue overnight.  Maximum sustained winds have decreased to near 30 MPH 
with higher gusts.  Winds associated with the remnants of Alex will continue 
to decrease overnight. (NOAA 2300EDT 01 July)

*On scene weather: (NOAA 0500EDT 01 July)
oFriday, 02 July: Winds in the morning SE 10-12 kts, afternoon winds changing 
to NE 10-12 kts.  Seas choppy, 5-6 ft.
oFriday night, 02 July: Winds NE 10 kts.  Seas choppy, 4 ft.
oSaturday, 03 July: Winds in the morning NE 10 kts, afternoon winds shifting 
to ESE 10-13 kts.  Seas choppy, 3-4 ft.

*Total recovery for July 1st 00:00 to July 2nd 00:00 was: 25,154 bbls oil & 
57.1 MMCF gas. Of the oil, 16,918 bbls was stored on the Enterprise and 8,236 
bbls was burned on the Q4000. Of the gas, 37.7 MMCF was flared on the 
Enterprise and 19.4 MMCF was flared on the Q4000. Total oil volume on the 
Enterprise as of 00:00 July 2nd was 64,013 bbls. (Houston 0252EDT 02 July)

*DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE (DE): Lightering operations with the OVERSEAS CASCADE 
are scheduled to commence 02 July and will require less than 5' seas.  The 
limiting factor of 5' seas is based on the tolerance of the floating transfer 
hose and the hose handling vessel.  Lightering ops require 24 hours for full 
discharge of DE.  If lightering ops are unable to commence by Sunday, 04 July 
the DE will slow production between 04 July and 06 July.  DE will reach 
maximum capacity early on 06 July and a full shut-down will be required.  
Total oil volume as of 0000CDT 02 July was 64,013. (Houston 2000EDT 01 July; 
Houston 0252EDT 02 July)

*Sub-sea Dispersant: Sub-sea Dispersant is being injected at the BOP at a 
steady rate of 6 gallons per minute.  HOS Super H and Adriatic (Dispersant 
sampling vessels) are in route to MC252 and expected to be on scene in the 
next 24 hours. (Houston 2000EDT 01 July)

*Short Term Containment:  Top Hat #4 is in place over MC 252 BOP and producing 
oil in conjunction with DE.  Seas at DE were reported to be 4' to 6'and 
stable, wobble is measured at 4 to 6 inches. (Houston 2000EDT 01 July)

Release 4 - HQ-FOI-01268-12 All emails sent by "Richard Windsor" were sent by EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson



*Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 1:  Planned startup of the system and 
production of oil is now 07 July (delay is due to weather).  Vessel masters 
made the decision to halt the operation till seas calm.  The 4000' Free 
Standing Riser (FSR) is fully in place.  Modifications and adjustments are 
expected to be made 02 July. (Houston 2000EDT 01 July)

*MC 252 Well Bore Capping Plan:  The Well Bore Cap is the capping stack that 
will be used on top of the LMRP to assist in containment once the Top Hat and 
LMRP flange is removed. The transition spool and capping stack arrived at Port 
of Fourchon at 0600CDT, 01 July.  They will be loaded onto the C CHARIOT for 
delivery to the operations area OOA 03 July.  The flange splitter system will 
undergo a SIT today.  Machining on the "latch cap" contingency system 
continues.  (Houston 2000EDT 01 July)

*DDII: (Day 35/104, 34% complete) DD2 is at a depth of 13,093' (7,775' below 
the sea floor) current target depth is 13,783' where they will stop to run 13 
5/8" casing.  ETA to reach 13,783 is early 02 July. (Houston 2000EDT 01 July)

*DDIII :(Day 59/104, 57% complete) DD3 was able to fix the gyro issue without 
pulling the drill string and has resumed drilling. Current depth is 17,076' 
(11,817' below the sea floor).  Drilling is stopped every 15 feet to conduct a 
position survey.  At 17,300' they will stop to conduct ranging run #5.  
Estimated time to complete all ranging is 6 days which will be followed by 6 
days of drilling for the 9 5/8" casing run. (Houston 2000EDT 01 July)

*No new International Offers of Assistance accepted, one in routing.

*The UAC reported 2 contractors were involved in a physical altercation 
consisting of pushing and shoving in the safe haven tent located just outside 
of the Fourchon Beach Staging Area.  Local law enforcement responded to the 
incident and it was quickly resolved. No injuries occurred and no arrests were 
made. The altercation was a result of the safety tent being filled above 
capacity with no seating room available.  A worker who was sitting in a chair 
got up and another worker took the chair.  A brief investigation resulted in 
56 workers being removed for questioning; of those, 3 were officially removed 
from the response effort. Supervisors have made arrangements for a larger tent 
and more chairs to better accommodate the responders. (NIC Bulletin 1813EDT 01 
July)

*ICP Mobile reported a 55 gallon drum with no markings on it covered in oil, 
approximately 200 ft off shore behind Sugar Beach Condos in Navarre, FL. A 
Transocean representative was notified this may be from the deepwater horizon 
sinking. State Emergency Operations Center on scene investigating the drum.  
Updates will be provided as they are received. (NIC Bulletin 1952EDT 01 July)

*The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) released results of a research 
study examining the effect of eight different dispersant products (alone, not 
in combination with oil) on endocrine disrupting activity and potential 
impacts on small fish and mysid shrimp.  No significant biological effect on 
endocrine disrupting activity was found and three dispersants were found to be 
less toxic to small fish and mysid shrimp than others.  Further testing is 
necessary and will be conducted; however, the EPA maintains that dispersants 
are generally less toxic than oil and can prevent some oil from impacting 
sensitive areas on the Gulf Coast. (External Affairs 1845EDT 01 July)

*Respirators will be provided to response workers engaged in source control 
and oil burning activities as part of a comprehensive respiratory protection 
program even though air monitoring data collected to date indicates that 
exposures to hydrocarbons, dispersants and other hazardous chemicals are below 
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established occupational exposure limits.  Respirators only need to be worn
when air-monitoring results indicate an elevated level of air contaminants, or 
when professional judgment determines there is potential exposure, or when 
workers are reporting health effects or symptoms. (External Affairs 2035EDT 01 
July)

*02 Commercial tugs and barges required DECON.  (Executive Summary 1028EDT 01 
July)

*At 0900EST, 01 July the Homeport Oil Skimmer Web-form was activated.  The 
form requests information from manufacturers, vendors, and/or owners of oil 
skimming equipment, seeking the availability of skimmers that could 
potentially be used for the Deepwater Horizon Response in the Gulf of Mexico.  
A press release is anticipated soon.

Very respectfully,
HS1 Samantha Roche
National Incident Command (NIC)
Situation Unit
24 hour Hotline: 202-372-1710

NIC Flag Brief 0630EDT 02JUL10.pdfNIC Flag Brief 0630EDT 02JUL10.pdf
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National Incident Commander Objectives: 

1. Establish and manage a coordinated interagency response effort to effectively employ all resources 

required to mitigate current and long term environmental and economic impacts of the incident. 

2. Engage and inform the public, stakeholders and the media, keeping them apprised of response activities 

and plans. 

3. Engage across all levels of government to develop courses of action for issues that span multiple agencies 

and departments. 

 
Unified Area Command Objectives: 

1. Ensure the safety and welfare of citizens and response personnel. 

2. Control the source of the spill. 

3. Continue to contain, recover, and dispose of spilled material. 

4. Continue to maximize use and availability of advanced source control and response technologies. 

5. Continue to maximize the protection, assessment, and response to environmentally, sensitive areas and 

wildlife risk. 

6. Ensure stakeholders, government officials, and the public are kept informed of source control and 

response actions. 

7. Minimize social, political, economic, and environmental impacts. 

8. Continue to optimize critical resource utilization and effectiveness from all agencies and organizations 

across all response areas. 

9. Ensure sustainability by conducting strategic planning to address long-range planning concerns; including 

worst case scenarios, contingencies, resources, logistics, and potential gaps. 
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Highlights of the Last Operational Period:  

 Lightering operations with the OVERSEAS CASCADE are scheduled to commence 02 July. 

(Houston 2000EDT 01 July) 

 DD-III has resumed drilling. (Houston 2000EDT 01 July) 

 M/V A WHALE moored in Venice, LA. 

 The cumulative range of oil released as of 30 June is 2,555,000 to 4,380,000 barrels. (FRTG 

0655EDT 01 July) 

 

Weather: 

 At 2300EDT 01 July, the remnants of Alex were located over central Mexico.  Alex is moving 

toward the west near 12 MPH and this motion is expected to continue overnight.  Maximum 

sustained winds have decreased to near 30 MPH with higher gusts.  Winds associated with the 

remnants of Alex will continue to decrease overnight. (NOAA 2300EDT 01 July) 

 On scene weather: (NOAA 0500EDT 01 July) 

o Friday, 02 July: Winds in the morning SE 10-12 kts, afternoon winds changing to NE 10-12 

kts.  Seas choppy, 5-6 ft. 

o Friday night, 02 July: Winds NE 10 kts.  Seas choppy, 4 ft. 

o Saturday, 03 July: Winds in the morning NE 10 kts, afternoon winds shifting to ESE 10-13 

kts.  Seas choppy, 3-4 ft. 

 
Source Control: (Houston 0252EDT 02 July) 

 0000-2359CDT 01 July  Total Recovered/Flared to date: 

Vessel  OIL  GAS  OIL  GAS  

DISCOVERER 

ENTERPRISE  

 

16,918 bbls  37.7 million cubic 

ft of gas  

421,278 bbls  

 

*includes collection total 

for Riser Insertion Test 

Tube (RITT - 22,158 bbls) 

956.3 million cubic 

ft of gas 
* includes collection total 

for Riser Insertion Test 

Tube (RITT – 88.4 gas)  

Q4000  8,236 bbls  19.4 million cubic 

ft of gas  

135,877 bbls  282.3 million cubic 

ft of gas  

Cumulative oil/gas 

recovered  

25,154 bbls  57.1 million cubic 

ft of gas  

557,155 bbls  1,238.6 million 

cubic ft of gas  

 DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE (DE): Lightering operations with the OVERSEAS CASCADE are 

scheduled to commence 02 July and will require less than 5’ seas.  The limiting factor of 5’ seas is 

based on the tolerance of the floating transfer hose and the hose handling vessel.  Lightering ops 

require 24 hours for full discharge of DE.  If lightering ops are unable to commence by Sunday, 04 

July the DE will slow production between 04 July and 06 July.  DE will reach maximum capacity 

early on 06 July and a full shut-down will be required.  Total oil volume as of 0000CDT 02 July was 

64,013. (Houston 2000EDT 01 July; Houston 0252EDT 02 July) 

 Sub-sea Dispersant: Sub-sea Dispersant is being injected at the BOP at a steady rate of 6 gallons 

per minute.  HOS Super H and Adriatic (Dispersant sampling vessels) are in route to MC252 and 

expected to be on scene in the next 24 hours. (Houston 2000EDT 01 July) 
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 Short Term Containment:  Top Hat #4 is in place over MC 252 BOP and producing oil in 

conjunction with DE.  Seas at DE were reported to be 4’ to 6’and stable, wobble is measured at 4 to 

6 inches. (Houston 2000EDT 01 July) 

 Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 1:  Planned startup of the system and production of 

oil is now 07 July (delay is due to weather).  Vessel masters made the decision to halt the operation 

till seas calm.  The 4000’ Free Standing Riser (FSR) is fully in place.  Modifications and 

adjustments are expected to be made 02 July. (Houston 2000EDT 01 July) 

 Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 2: To increase redundancy, BP will install a 

secondary subsea anchor, free standing riser (FSR), and float cans. The air can and subsea anchor are 

complete. Suction pile installation will start 02 July, weather permitting. FSR 2 has been constructed 

and all components are staged in Port Fourchon. Installation will commence once the first FSR 

installation is completed with startup and “first oil” anticipated OOA 15 July. (Houston 2000EDT 01 

July) 

 MC 252 Well Bore Capping Plan:  The Well Bore Cap is the capping stack that will be used on top 

of the LMRP to assist in containment once the Top Hat and LMRP flange is removed. The transition 

spool and capping stack arrived at Port of Fourchon at 0600CDT, 01 July.  They will be loaded onto 

the C CHARIOT for delivery to the operations area OOA 03 July.  The flange splitter system will 

undergo a SIT today.  Machining on the “latch cap” contingency system continues.  (Houston 

2000EDT 01 July) 

 
Relief Well Data: (Horizon OIR 1930EDT 01 July; Houston 2000EDT 01 July) 

 
Total Drill Depth 
(MD=measured  or total 

drilled depth in feet) 

Day # of Est. 

Completion Days 
Comments 

DD-II 13,093’ 35 of 104 (34 %) T-Time 105 hrs 

Drilling of relief wells are 
not expected to be impacted 

by high sea states 

DD-III 17,076’ 59 of 104 (57%) T-Time 95 hrs 

Drilling of relief wells are 
not expected to be impacted 

by high sea states 

 

 DD-II:  Current target depth is 13,783’ where they will stop to run 13 5/8” casing.  ETA to reach 

13,783 is early 02 July. (Houston 2000EDT 01 July) 

 DD-III:  DD3 was able to fix the gyro (device used to track the drill’s position underground) issue 

without pulling the drill string and has resumed drilling.  Drilling is stopped every 15 feet to conduct 

a position survey.  At 17,300’ they will stop to conduct ranging run #5.  Estimated time to complete 

all ranging is 6 days which will be followed by 6 days of drilling for the 9 5/8” casing run.  Options 

to install the Active Ranging While drilling (ARWD) tool is under discussion.  This ranging device 

can be installed and will allow continuous ranging and could speed up the ranging process. 

(Houston, 1200EDT, 01 July 2010) 

 

(Houston Source Control Vessels 29 June; Houston 2000EDT 01 July)  

Name  Flag  Status/Location  Current Function  Comments  

Q4000 United States On Scene Containment 

 
Continues to recover 

production and flare oil and 

gas. 

T-Time 69 hours 
Operations may 

continue in sea  

states < 12’ 
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Name  Flag  Status/Location  Current Function  Comments  

DISCOVERER 

ENTERPRISE 

Marshall Islands On Scene Containment 

 
Continues to recover 

production, flare gas, and 

store oil. 

 

T-Time 114 hours 
Operations may 

continue in sea  

states < 12’ 

HELIX PRODUCER I Bahamas At staging area Oil Production 

 
Will attach to the CDP-1 free 

standing riser to process oil. 

 

Will continuously process 20-

25,000 bbls of oil daily 

Critical hook up 

operations possible only 

in sea states < 3-4’ 

 

Start up to commence 

after 02 July when seas 

calm. 

LOCH RANNOCH United Kingdom Anchored staging 

area 

Shuttle Tanker 

 
Will store oil from the HELIX 

PRODUCER 

 

Capacity is 1,000,000 

bbls (40 days on 

station) 

DISCOVERER CLEAR 

LEADER 

Marshall Islands Anchored Containment 

 
Will recover production 

Awaiting 

equipment. 

MASSACHUSETTS United States Proceeding to 

Texas City, TX 

for offload 

Shuttle Tank Barge 

 
Transfers oil from the 

DISCOVERER 

ENTERPRISE 

Will be decontaminated at 

the LOOP and will proceed 

to Texas City, TX to 

offload. 

EVI KNUTSEN Norway On-Scene 
 

Shuttle Tanker 

 
Conducting DP trials 

 

 

NAVION FENNIA Bahamas ETA to GoM 03 

July 

Shuttle Tanker 

Will transfer oil from the 

HELIX PRODUCER and the 

TOISA PISCES 

Inspection completed, 

CoC issued. 

SEILLEAN Panama En-route to Port of 

Spain, Trinidad. ETA 

is mid-July. 

Containment 
Will recover production 

Planning for inspection 

and retrofit in Port of 

Spain.  Retrofit will 

expand production 

capabilities. 

OVERSEAS CASCADE United States On-scene Transfers oil from the 

DISCOVERER 

ENTERPRISE 

 

TOISA PISCES Liberia En route to Corpus 

Christi, TX. Departure 

date for MC252 is 10 

July. 

Undergoing modification 

 
Will attach to the CDP-2 free 

standing riser to continually 

process oil 

Expected to return to 

yard 05 July, undergo 

modification and depart 

for MC252 10 July. 

SEACOR RIGOROUS United States At staging area With transfer hose that will be 

used between HELIX 

PRODUCER & LOCH 

RANNOCH 

 

LA CHEVAL United States At staging area With transfer hose that will be 

used between HELIX 

PRODUCER & LOCH 

RANNOCH 
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International Offers of Assistance: 

 No new offers accepted, one in routing. (NIC CRU 1900EDT 01 July) 

 

Clean-Up/Response Operations: (DWH AAG 0600EDT 01 July)  

 LA MS AL FL TOTAL 

Current Miles of 

Shoreline Impact 
259.3 52.2 46.3 71.0 428.8 

People Assigned 

to shoreline 

response 

1,810 1,147 3,787 2,934 9,678 

 

Safety/Personnel Casualties:  

 The UAC reported 2 contractors were involved in a physical altercation consisting of pushing and 

shoving in the safe haven tent located just outside of the Fourchon Beach Staging Area.  Local law 

enforcement responded to the incident and it was quickly resolved. No injuries occurred and no 

arrests were made. 

The altercation was a result of the safety tent being filled above capacity with no seating room 

available.  A worker who was sitting in a chair got up and another worker took the chair.  A brief 

investigation resulted in 56 workers being removed for questioning; of those, 3 were officially 

removed from the response effort.  

Supervisors have made arrangements for a larger tent and more chairs to better accommodate the 

responders. (NIC Bulletin 1813EDT 01 July) 

 

Environmental Impact:  

 TX:  NSTR 

 LA: New oiling is likely along the Mississippi Delta and Breton Sound, re-oiling in Barataria Bay 

and Grand Isle is likely with tidal change.  (DWH AAG 0600EDT 01 July) 

 MS: Cleanup crews worked at Belle Fontaine and Biloxi Beach to respond to tarball impact. 

Periodic beach cleanup operations were suspended due to weather. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 01 July) 

 AL: Manual beach cleanup operations in Mobile and Baldwin Counties were suspended due to 

weather. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 01 July) 

 FL: Mechanical and manual cleanup periodically suspended due to weather.  (DWH AAG 0600EDT 

01 July) 

o ICP Mobile reported a 55 gallon drum with no markings on it covered in oil, approximately 200 

ft off shore behind Sugar Beach Condos in Navarre, FL. A Transocean representative was 

notified this may be from the deepwater horizon sinking. State Emergency Operations Center on 

scene investigating the drum.  Updates will be provided as they are received. (NIC Bulletin 

1952EDT 01 July) 

 The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) released results of a research study examining the 

effect of eight different dispersant products (alone, not in combination with oil) on endocrine 

disrupting activity and potential impacts on small fish and mysid shrimp.  No significant biological 

effect on endocrine disrupting activity was found and three dispersants were found to be less toxic to 

small fish and mysid shrimp than others.  Further testing is necessary and will be conducted; 

however, the EPA maintains that dispersants are generally less toxic than oil and can prevent some 

oil from impacting sensitive areas on the Gulf Coast. (External Affairs 1845EDT 01 July) 

Release 4 - HQ-FOI-01268-12 All emails sent by "Richard Windsor" were sent by EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson



National Incident Commander Daily Situation Update 

0630EDT – 02 July 2010 

Deepwater Horizon Spill Response 

(Updates in RED) 

 

Produced by the National Incident Command 

0630EDT 02 July 2010 
UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

 

 Respirators will be provided to response workers engaged in source control and oil burning activities 

as part of a comprehensive respiratory protection program even though air monitoring data collected 

to date indicates that exposures to hydrocarbons, dispersants and other hazardous chemicals are 

below established occupational exposure limits.  Respirators only need to be worn when air-

monitoring results indicate an elevated level of air contaminants, or when professional judgment 

determines there is potential exposure, or when workers are reporting health effects or symptoms. 

(External Affairs 2035EDT 01 July) 

 

Port/Waterway Economic Impact:  

 All ports remain open, including the Louisiana Offshore Oil Port (LOOP).  

 Decontamination Activities: 

o 02 Commercial tugs and barges required DECON.  (Executive Summary 1028EDT 01 July) 

 80,228 sq mi (33%) of Gulf Federal waters are closed to fishing. (NOAA 28 June) 

 

Equipment & Resources Assigned: (DWH AAG 0600EDT 01 July) 

 LA MS AL FL 
Panhandle 

FL 
Peninsula 

TX Off 

Shore 

Totals 

VOO 631 919 1,165 489 0 0 0 3,204 

Barges 456 101 91 29 0 0 0 677 

Other (CG 

Cutters, Command 

& Control, Boom 

Tending, Other) 

1,477 460 402 249 0 0 27 2,615 

Skimmers, 
Inshore 

333 333 

Skimmers, 
Nearshore 

159 159 

Skimmers, 
Offshore 

58 58 

Fixed Wing 37 37 

Helo 76 76 

Total 2,564 1,480 1,658 767 0 0 27 7,159 

 

Task Forces: (DWH AAG 0600EDT 01 July)  

 LA:  Offshore skimming operations were halted due to sea state.  No burn operations were possible 

due to increased sea state.  12 fishing vessel skimming Task Forces are currently stood down 

pending improved weather conditions.  27 Shallow Water Barge Skimming Systems are also stood 

down in 5 different parishes. 

 MS:  Suspended all nearshore operations due to weather.  Weather hampered offshore skimming 

operations. Group #700 standing by for break in weather to deploy to Mississippi Sound and barrier 

islands. 
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 AL:  Suspended all nearshore operations due to weather. VOO were deployed at Perdido Pass and 

Gulf Shores.   Offshore Group #700 awaiting improved weather to deploy to barrier islands and 

Mobile Bay.  

 FL:  Suspended all nearshore operations due to weather.  Offshore Group #800 awaiting break in 

weather to deploy and protect the area from Pensacola Bay to Port St. Joe. 

 

 

Financial Update: (NPFC Executive Financial Summary Report 01 July)  

OSLTF Emergency Fund Remaining  $30,353,712.22  

Fed Project Ceiling  $259,500,000.00  

Obligated funds to Date  $241,921,780.70  

Fed Project Ceiling Remaining  $17,578,219.30  

 

 

BP Claims Summary: (BP Claims Status for 0930EDT 30 June)  

 Total Number of Claims: 87,416  

 Total Amount Disbursed: $132,343,181  

 Number of Claims Denied: 0  

 Number of Checks Disbursed: 42,795  

 

 

BP Claims Call Center Statistics: (Last updated in the BP Dashboard 29 June)  

 Calls Received: 847  

 Wait Time: 6 seconds  

 Calls abandoned: 19 (1%)  

 Non-Claims related calls: 623  

 Call operator dedicated hours: 1,153 hours  

 Call operators: 171  

 Checks written: 649 

 Cumulative Checks written: 41,988  

 Managers/adjusters in field: 952 

 Claim Centers: 34 

 

 

Future Plans (Next 24-48 hours):  

 Continue sub-sea dispersant injection; monitor pressure. 

 Maintain flow back to the DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE. 

 Q4000 to maintain flowback and flaring operations. 

 Continue relief well operations. 
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NIC Strategic Efforts: 

 FRTG Flow Rate Analysis  

o This improved estimate is based on more and better data that is available after the riser cut 

data which helps increase the scientific confidence in the accuracy of the estimate.  As the 

Government continues to collect additional data and refine these estimates, it is important 

to realize that the numbers can change.  In particular, because the upper number is less 

certain, it is important to plan for the upper estimate plus additional contingencies 

immediately.  The most likely flow rate of oil is between 35,000 and 60,000 barrels per 

day. 

 Interagency Alternative Technology Assessment Program (IATAP) 

o M/V A WHALE - The Coast Guard Research and Development Center has assembled an  

IATAP observation team of Coast Guard, Navy SupSalv, and NOAA representatives to  

oversee BP testing of the skimming system on this vessel.  The A WHALE is moored in 

Venice, LA. 

 International Engagement Strategy  

o Interagency Strategic Planning (IASP) maintains country specific files on the potential for 

impact from the DWH pollution incident on foreign countries. To date, IASP provided 

briefs to DOS on projections for impact to Cuba, Bahamas, and Bermuda.  Brief for 

Mexico is pending until DOS confirms meeting participants, time, and location specifics. 

If the potential for impact on a foreign country becomes likely, IASP will initiate 

notification to DOS to provide official notification to the country. 

 Hurricane/Severe Weather Contingency Plan  

o Briefed S1, final draft is being completed. 

o Anticipate final approval of DWH Hurricane/Severe Weather Plans in the immediate 

future. 

o Follow up discussions on pre and post storm planning ongoing with DoD, FEMA, and 

other governmental agencies 

o UAC will conduct a UAC-UIC SWCP table top exercise on 6 July 

o CG participation planned for Joint Chiefs of Staff SWCP Critical Mission Exercise 12.1, 

14 July 

 Implementation Strategy  

o Drafted a NIC directive to guide UAC actions. Draft will be available for NIC review in 

the immediate future. 

 Coast Guard/EPA Emergency Regulation 

o The Coast Guard and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) continue to take steps 

to ensure that vital oil spill response equipment currently stationed throughout the country 

is available to join the fight against BP’s leaking oil in the GOM. The most recent step in 

this strategy involves a joint Coast Guard-EPA emergency interim rule, submitted to the 

Federal Register on June 28, which will temporarily lower timing thresholds that require 

identification and staging of oil spill response equipment around the country in case of an 

oil spill—freeing up some resources for deployment to the Gulf.  Essentially this means 

that we are temporarily reducing the time in which equipment, including vessels, must be 

available and “at the ready” for an oil spill so that we can battle the BP oil spill with an 

even greater force than we have already mobilized. 
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 Coast Guard Safety Zone Establishment (Boom Protection) 

o The Captains of the Port for Morgan City, LA, New Orleans, LA, and Mobile, AL, under 

the authority of the Ports and Waterways Safety Act, has established a 20-meter safety 

zone surrounding all Deepwater Horizon booming operations and oil response efforts 

taking place in Southeast Louisiana.  The safety zone has been put in place to protect 

members of the response effort, the installation and maintenance of oil containment boom, 

the operation of response equipment and protection of the environment by limiting access 

to and through deployed protective boom.  Violation of a safety zone can result in up to a 

$40,000 civil penalty. Willful violations may result in a class D felony.  

 Critical Resources Strategic Planning (DWH AAG 0600EDT 01 July; NIC CRU 01 July)  

o At 0900EST, 01 July the Homeport Oil Skimmer Web-form was activated.  The form 

requests information from manufacturers, vendors, and/or owners of oil skimming 

equipment, seeking the availability of skimmers that could potentially be used for the 

Deepwater Horizon Response in the Gulf of Mexico.  A press release is anticipated soon. 

Skimmers  

o Current total: 550  

Boom  

o Total Deployed: 2,778,522 feet  

o Total Assigned: 248,160 feet  

o Total Staged: 812,603 feet  

o Total Ordered: 778,652 feet  
 

 

Enclosures: 

1.  UAC External Affairs Report 

2.  JIC 24hr Summary 

3.  Loop Current 

4.  Fisheries Update 
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JOINT INFORMATION CENTER 

24-HOUR SUMMARY 
 

UPDATED July 1, 2010 7 PM 

 

 PAST 24 HOURS 

The President Receives a Briefing From Senior Officials on the BP Oil Spill Response 

President Obama and Vice President Biden received a briefing today from National Incident 

Commander Admiral Thad Allen, DHS Secretary Janet Napolitano, Energy Secretary Steven Chu, 

Interior Secretary Ken Salazar, EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson, NOAA Administrator Jane 

Lubchenco, Assistant to the President for Energy and Climate Change Carol Browner, and other senior 

administration officials on the BP oil spill. 

 

Secretary Napolitano and Admiral Allen provided a situational update and an overview of available 

resources responding to the crises. The administration’s science team provided an update on oil 

containment efforts and plans to increase the capacity to capture more oil and eventually kill the 

well. The briefing also covered hurricane projections and their potential impacts on the response, the 

ongoing efforts to ensure seafood safety and the use of dispersants, and environmental impacts on 

wildlife, National Parks and other sensitive coastal shorelines and habitat.   

 

Admiral Allen and Robert Gibbs Provide Operational Update on the BP Oil Spill Response 

National Incident Commander Admiral Thad Allen joined White House Press Secretary Robert Gibbs 

at his daily briefing to inform the American public and answer questions on the progress of the 

administration-wide response to the BP oil spill. 

 

The Coast Guard and EPA Send a Directive to BP on Oil Spill Waste Management  

The Coast Guard and the EPA issued a directive to BP on how the company should manage recovered 

oil, contaminated materials and liquid and solid wastes recovered in cleanup operations from the BP oil 

spill—a measure taken in consultation with the states to hold BP accountable for the implementation of 

the approved waste management plans. Under the directive, EPA will begin sampling the waste, in 

addition to sampling already being done by BP, to help verify that the waste is being properly 

managed.  
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78 Brown Pelicans Are Released Back to the Wild; 400 Birds Rehabilitated to Date 

In the largest bird release since the BP oil spill began, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 

released 78 rehabilitated brown pelicans back to the wild at the Brunswick Coast Guard Station in 

Georgia. 400 rehabilitated birds have been released to date. 

 

Wildlife rescue and recovery crews—including nearly 600 FWS personnel—continue to survey 

affected areas using vessels, airboats and helicopters. These missions are conducted routinely as well 

as under guidance of tips received via the Wildlife Hotline. To report oiled wildlife, call (866) 557-

1401. 

 

NOAA Ship Departs to Research the Effects of the Oil Spill on Endangered Whales 

As part of continued efforts to engage the brightest scientific minds from across the federal 

government, academia and the private sector in the response to the BP oil spill, the NOAA ship 

Gordon Gunter departed today to continue its mission to evaluate the effects of the spill on whales and 

dolphins in the Gulf of Mexico, including the endangered sperm whale. 

 

NOAA scientists will partner with leading researchers from Cornell University, Oregon State 

University, and Scripps Institution of Oceanography, and monitor the distributions and movements of 

whales over the next several months. The ship will also be measuring water characteristics and using 

acoustics to measure the amount of plankton, fish, and squid, the primary food for whales. For more 

information on NOAA vessels conducting scientific research, click here. 

 

FWS, NOAA, FedEx and National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Partner to Protect Sea Turtle 

Nests and Eggs  

In a unique public-private partnership that demonstrates the unprecedented resources and coordination 

being brought to bear in response to the BP oil spill, FedEx Corporation is joining efforts to protect sea 

turtle nests and eggs in the Gulf of Mexico from potential oil spill impacts—donating resources and the 

expertise of logistics specialists to transport hundreds of nests containing thousands of eggs to 

Florida’s Atlantic Coast. 

 

The company is coordinating efforts with scientists from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, NOAA, 

state and local agencies, and the non-profit National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.   
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Mobile and Florida Incident Commands Provide Local Operational Updates 

Coast Guard Commander Joe Boudrow, Deputy Incident Commander for Florida, and Coast Guard 

Commander Charles Diorio of the Mobile Incident Command provided a briefing to inform local 

residents and answer questions about the ongoing response to the BP oil spill. 

 

Boudrow and Diorio reported on the impact of weather on operations (elevated sea states have halted 

offshore skimming efforts in recent days); provided specifics on the amount of skimmers, boom and 

other resources deployed in their respective regions; and explained the various shoreline cleanup 

tactics that are used for different types of oil impacts. They also discussed oversight efforts to ensure 

that BP is giving local residents first priority when hiring for the Vessels of Opportunity program. 

 

BP Continues to Optimize Oil Recovery Rates from its Leaking Well 

Under the direction of the federal government, BP continues to capture some oil and burn gas at the 

surface using its containment dome technique—collecting oil aboard the Discoverer Enterprise, which 

is linked by a fixed riser pipe to the wellhead, and flaring off additional oil and gas on the Q4000, 

which is connected to the choke line. The collection capacity is expected to increase to an estimated 

53,000 barrels per day once the third vessel, the Helix Producer, is connected to the floating riser 

pipe—a redundancy measure also taken at the administration’s direction. 

 

Progress Continues in Drilling Relief Wells; Ranging Process Continues  

The Development Driller III has drilled the first relief well to a depth of approximately 17,000 feet 

below the Gulf surface. The Development Driller II has drilled the second relief well—a redundancy 

measure taken at the direction of the administration—to a depth of more than 12,500 feet below the 

surface. BP continues the “ranging” process—which involves periodically withdrawing the drill pipe 

and sending an electrical signal down to determine how close they are getting to the wellbore. 

 

Approved SBA Economic Injury Assistance Loans Top $8.5 Million 

SBA has approved 129 economic injury assistance loans to date, totaling more than $8.5 million for 

small businesses in the Gulf Coast impacted by the BP oil spill. Additionally, the agency has granted 

deferments on 541 existing SBA disaster loans in the region, totaling more than $2.9 million per month 

in payments. For information on assistance loans for affected businesses, visit the SBA’s Web site at 

www.sba.gov/services/disasterassistance, call (800) 659-2955 (800-877-8339 for the hearing 

impaired), or email disastercustomerservice@sba.gov. 
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Administration Continues to Oversee BP’s Claims Process 

The administration will continue to hold the responsible parties accountable for repairing the damage, 

and repaying Americans who’ve suffered a financial loss as a result of the BP oil spill. To date, 89,916 

claims have been opened, from which more than $137.8 million have been disbursed. No claims have 

been denied to date. There are 951 claims adjusters on the ground. To file a claim, visit 

www.bp.com/claims or call BP’s helpline at 1-800-440-0858. Those who have already pursued the BP 

claims process and are not satisfied with BP’s resolution can call the Coast Guard at (800) 280-7118. 

Additional information about the BP claims process and all available avenues of assistance can be 

found at www.disasterassistance.gov. 

 

By the Numbers to Date: 
 The administration has authorized the deployment of 17,500 National Guard troops from Gulf Coast 

states to respond to this crisis; currently, 1,573 are active.  

 Approximately 42,700 personnel are currently responding to protect the shoreline and wildlife and 

cleanup vital coastlines.  

 More than 7,000 vessels are currently responding on site, including skimmers, tugs, barges, and 

recovery vessels to assist in containment and cleanup efforts—in addition to dozens of aircraft, 

remotely operated vehicles, and multiple mobile offshore drilling units.  

 Approximately 2.78 million feet of containment boom and 4.94 million feet of sorbent boom have 

been deployed to contain the spill—and approximately 813,000 feet of containment boom and 2.14 

million feet of sorbent boom are available.  

 More than 28.2 million gallons of an oil-water mix have been recovered.  

 Approximately 1.61 million gallons of total dispersant have been applied—1.03 million on the surface 

and 590,000 sub-sea. More than 506,000 gallons are available.  

 275 controlled burns have been conducted, efficiently removing a total of approximately 10 million 

gallons of oil from the open water in an effort to protect shoreline and wildlife. Because calculations 

on the volume of oil burned can take more than 48 hours, the reported total volume may not reflect the 

most recent controlled burns.   

 17 staging areas are in place to protect sensitive shorelines.  

 Approximately 428 miles of Gulf Coast shoreline is currently oiled—approximately 259 miles in 

Louisiana, 52 miles in Mississippi, 46 miles in Alabama, and 71 miles in Florida. These numbers 

reflect a daily snapshot of shoreline currently experiencing impacts from oil so that planning and field 

operations can more quickly respond to new impacts; they do not include cumulative impacts to date, 

or shoreline that has already been cleared.    
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 Approximately 80,228 square miles of Gulf of Mexico federal waters remain closed to fishing in order 

to balance economic and public health concerns. More than 66 percent remains open. Details can be 

found at http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/.  

 To date, the administration has leveraged assets and skills from numerous foreign countries and 

international organizations as part of this historic, all-hands-on-deck response, including Canada, 

France, Germany, Japan, Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, the United Nations’ International Maritime 

Organization and the European Union's Monitoring and Information Centre. 
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LOOP CURRENT 
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FISHERIES STATUS 
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01268-EPA-5336

"HQS-PF-fldr-NIC HQ Situation 
Unit" 
<NIC-HQ-Situation-Unit@uscg. 

Sent by: 
NIC-HQ-Situation-Unit@uscg.
mil

07/03/2010 04:31 AM

To "HQS-PF-fldr-NIC HQ Situation Unit", 
"HQS-DG-LST-NIC-Situation Briefing", "chris.ortman", 
"dave.westerholm", "dwh.dhs", "dwh.noaa", 
"george.bamford", "Jim.Rogers", "Joint.Staff", "kati.walsh", 
"Lee.foresman", "lisa.pension", "National Command Center", 
"NGA.cat", "nga.ic.cat", "nga.smil.cat", "NOC.imo", 
"NOC.swo", "NOC.swo2", "NOC.uscg", "OPS.cat", 
"OSD.Watch", "SBS-All", "tina.eichenour"

cc "HQS-PF-fldr-NIC HQ Situation Unit"

bcc

Subject NIC Situation Report 0430EDT 03JUL10

Good Morning All,

Attached is the 0430EDT NIC Situation Report.

V/R,

OSC Blair Stanifer
National Incident Command (NIC)
Situation Unit
24 hour hotline - 202-372-1710

NIC Situation Report 0430EDT 03JUL10.pdfNIC Situation Report 0430EDT 03JUL10.pdf

Release 4 - HQ-FOI-01268-12 All emails sent by "Richard Windsor" were sent by EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

National Incident Command 
 

DEEPWATER HORIZON RESPONSE 
 

DAILY SITUATION REPORT 
 

03 July 2010, 0430 EDT 
 
 
 

 

 

Produced by the National Incident Command 

Release 4 - HQ-FOI-01268-12 All emails sent by "Richard Windsor" were sent by EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson



National Incident Command 
0430EDT – 03 July 2010 
Deepwater Horizon Spill Response 

 
 

Produced by the National Incident Command 
0430EDT 03 July 2010 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

Tab A NIC Daily Situation Narrative 

Tab B NOC-Produced Senior Leadership Brief 

Tab C UAC External Affairs Governmental Affairs Daily Report 

Tab D Joint Information Center 24-hour Summary  

Tab E Loop Current  

Tab F Fisheries Status  

Tab G Current Forecast Position of Oil Slick  

Tab H Boom Situation Status Maps  

Tab I Slick Trajectory Maps 

 

 

Release 4 - HQ-FOI-01268-12 All emails sent by "Richard Windsor" were sent by EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson



0430EDT – 03 July 2010 
Deepwater Horizon Spill Response 
(Updates in 

 

Produced by the National Incident Command 
0430EDT 03 July 2010 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

RED) 

 
National Incident Commander Objectives: 

1. Establish and manage a coordinated interagency response effort to effectively employ all resources 
required to mitigate current and long term environmental and economic impacts of the incident. 

2. Engage and inform the public, stakeholders and the media, keeping them apprised of response activities 
and plans. 

3. Engage across all levels of government to develop courses of action for issues that span multiple agencies 
and departments. 

 
Unified Area Command Objectives: 

1. Ensure the safety and welfare of citizens and response personnel. 
2. Control the source of the spill. 
3. Continue to contain, recover, and dispose of spilled material. 
4. Continue to maximize use and availability of advanced source control and response technologies. 
5. Continue to maximize the protection, assessment, and response to environmentally, sensitive areas and 

wildlife risk. 
6. Ensure stakeholders, government officials, and the public are kept informed of source control and 

response actions. 
7. Minimize social, political, economic, and environmental impacts. 
8. Continue to optimize critical resource utilization and effectiveness from all agencies and organizations 

across all response areas. 
9. Ensure sustainability by conducting strategic planning to address long-range planning concerns; including 

worst case scenarios, contingencies, resources, logistics, and potential gaps. 
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Highlights of the Last Operational Period:  (UAC Exec Sum 02 Jul) 
• No controlled burns completed, 5 dispersant flights (first in 3 days due to weather) 
• Q4000 flowback in progress and stable 
• Enterprise maintained oil recovery; stable operations 
• Continued subsea dispersant injection at 7.5 gpm 
• DDII drilled ahead 
• DDIII drilled ahead 
• CDP 1 worked connection at CDP manifold; completed leak test of 1200 ft line 
• NIC Bulletin: Reported that the Mobile, Alabama Mayor intends to hold a press conference 

stating that BP will not allow 150 boats with trained crews to assist with skimming; BP is only 
using their contractors. VADM Benjamin (US Surgeon General) was contacted by the Mayor for 
assistance. (NIC Bulletin 1152EDT 02 July) 

• NIC Bulletin: Reported that on 02JUL2010 at  1700, the JAKE RYAN, pushing a barge with 
boom, was backing out and struck a 20' aluminum boat on the starboard side, damaging 3 rails. 
There was no damage to the barge. The collision occurred at Port Fourchon, LA. This is the 
latest information available to the NIC and updates will be provided as they are received. (NIC 
Bulletin 2007EDT 02 July) 

• NIC Bulletin: Reported that CNN/Anderson Cooper 360 is reporting that NOAA predicts an 80 
percent chance of oil impacting the Florida Keys, Miami and Fort Lauderdale by August once it 
enters the Loop Current. There is also a CNN article that discusses this topic 
(http://www.cnn.com/2010/US/07/02/gulf.oil.disaster/index.html).  The NOAA documentation 
that the NIC Situation Unit has received does not support these claims that oil will impact the 
Florida Keys by August. According to the latest Loop Current Status email from NOAA, 
received at 2332 EDT 02JUL10, "The risk of the Loop Current playing a role in the transport of 
a significant amount of oil is very low. Because of this, we will be providing the full status 
update on a weekly, rather than daily, basis. We will continue to monitor the conditions daily, 
and will resume daily updates when the situation warrants it."  This is the latest information 
available to the NIC and updates will be provided as they are received.  (NIC Bulletin 0238EDT 
03 July) 

 
Weather: (NOAA Overflight Spot Report 2130EDT 02 Jul) 

• AN AREA OF LOW PRESSURE LOCATED IN THE EXTREME NORTHEAST GULF OF 
MEXICO NEAR APALACHICOLA, FLORIDA WILL DRIFT WEST AND SOUTHWEST 
TOWARDS THE OPERATIONS AREA. THIS WILL BRING AN INCREASE IN 
NORTHEAST WINDS BY SATURDAY MORNING, FOLLOWED BY A TURN TO 
MODERATE EAST WINDS SATURDAY AFTERNOON AND EVENING BEFORE 
BECOMING SOUTHEAST SATURDAY NIGHT INTO SUNDAY. THERE IS A VERY LOW 
NON-ZERO CHANCE OF THIS SYSTEM POSSIBLY ASSUMING TROPICAL 
CHARACTERISTICS BUT WILL BE LIMITED BY DRY AIR MOVING OFF THE 
CONTINENT ALONG WITH VERY STRONG WINDS ALOFT OVER THE LOW LEVEL 
CIRCULATION. THE LOW IS EXPECTED TO MOVE INLAND OVER LOUISIANA 
SUNDAY AND WEAKEN. A RETURN TO A TYPICAL BERMUDA RIDGE FLOW 
PATTERN SHOULD ONSET MONDAY AND MAINTAIN A RELATIVELY LIGHT 
SOUTHEASTERLY FLOW REGIME THROUGH THE NEXT WEEKEND. 
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• On scene weather: (NOAA 1600EDT 02 Jul)  
o Saturday, 03 July: Winds ENE 14-19 kts., Seas rough, 4-6 ft.  
o Saturday night, 03 July: Winds in the morning E 10-14 kts., afternoon winds shifting SE 8-12 

kts., Seas rough, 5 ft.  
o Sunday, 04 July: Winds S 8-10 kts., Seas choppy, 4 ft.  

 
Source Control: (Houston 0303EDT 03 Jul) 

  0000-2359CDT 28 June  Total Recovered/Flared to date: 

Vessel  OIL  GAS  OIL  GAS  

DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE  
 

16,992 bbls  37.4 million cubic 
ft of gas  

438,270 bbls  
 
*includes collection total 
for Riser Insertion Test 
Tube (RITT - 22,158 bbls) 

993.7 million cubic 
ft of gas 
* includes collection total 
for Riser Insertion Test 
Tube (RITT – 88.4 gas)  

Q4000  8,299 bbls  19.5 million cubic 
ft of gas  

144,176 bbls  301.8 million cubic 
ft of gas  

Cumulative oil/gas 
recoverd  

25,291 bbls  56.9 million cubic 
ft of gas  

582,446 bbls  1295.5 million 
cubic ft of gas  

 
 

• DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE (DE): ENTERPRISE recovered a total of 16,992 barrels of oil 
and flared 37.4 million cubic feet of gas over the last 24-hour period from 0000-2400 hrs on 
07/02/2010.  They continue to inject methanol at the top hat to prevent hydrate plugging; 
continue to optimize recovery.  (OIR New Orleans 1919EDT 02 Jul) 

• Sub-sea Dispersant: Subsea Dispersant is being injected at the BOP at a steady rate of 8 gallons 
per minute.  Subsea dispersant authority has been granted till 7 July at a rate of 6,000 gallons per 
day.   HOS SUPER H and ADRIATIC (Dispersant vessels) are on scene.  OCEAN VERITAS 
has been sampling dispersant since 2400.    (Houston Update 1200EST  02 Jul) 

• Q4000: recovered and burned a total of 8,299 barrels of oil and flared 19.5 million cubic feet of 
gas over the 24-hour period from 0000-2400 hrs on 07/02/2010; continue to optimize recovery.  
(OIR New Orleans 1919CDT 02 Jul) 

• Short Term Containment: Top Hat – Top Hat #4 is in place over the MC 252 BOP and 
producing oil in conjunction with DE.  Seas at DE were reported to be 4’ to 6’. Top Hat #3 is 
available, located on the mud mat.  Top Hat #10 is available, located on the deck of DE.  There 
are no plans to change Top Hats at this time.  (Houston Update 1200EST  02 Jul) 

• Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 1:  Weather is still affecting operations, most of 
the subsea construction activities were shutdown last night.  They hope to finish connecting the 
jumpers sometime today.  Weather conditions are slowly improving as the effects from Alex are 
dissipating.  (OIR New Orleans 0630CDT 02 Jul) Planned startup of the system and production 
of oil is now Wednesday, 07 July; delay is due to weather.  The 4000’ Free Standing Riser (FSR) 
is fully in place.   The 1,350’ flexible, CDP manifold to FSR base, installation is ongoing; the 
HELIX EXPRESS (8116049) is attempting to land the connection to the manifold.  The 1,200’ 
flex hose that will attach the Junk Shot Manifold to the CDP Manifold is connected to the CDP 
manifold and has been successfully tested to 500 PSI. The BOA DEEP C is scheduled to move 
into position and attempt to attach it to the Junk Shot Manifold as soon as lightering is  
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completed. This operation is being conducted within 40’ of the Discoverer Enterprise and cannot 
be conducted during lightering operations. The Quick Connect/Disconnect (QC/DC) buoy and 
clump weight were placed and it was found the hawser connecting the buoy to the clump weight 
stretched beyond calculations.  The QC/DC buoy was lifted at 0145 and length adjustment of the 
hawser will be completed early on the 03 July.  The QC/DC will be connected to the top of FSR 
through a 1,060’ 6” flex hose. Deployment of the 1,060’ flex hose will be done by the HELIX 
PRODUCER 1 and requires a seas state of less than 3’. (Houston Update 1200EST  02 Jul) 

• Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 2:  To increase redundancy, BP will install a 
secondary subsea anchor, free standing riser (FSR), and float cans. The air can and subsea anchor 
are complete. Suction pile installation will start 02 July, weather permitting. FSR 2 has been 
constructed and all components are staged in Port Fourchon. Installation will commence once the 
first FSR installation is completed with startup and “first oil” anticipated OOA 15 July. (Houston 
2000EDT 01 July) WEST SIRIUS is preparing for the installation of the second free standing 
riser. (OIR New Orleans 0630CDT 02Jul) 

• MC 252 Well Bore Capping Plan:  The transition spool and capping stack arrived and are being 
transfer to an OSV in Port of Fourchon.  They will be loaded onto the DIONNE CHOUEST and 
will be on scene 03 Jul and ready for deployment.  The flange splitter system SIT testing is 
complete and will be transported to scene and pre deployed to sea bed 03 July.  Machining on the 
“latch cap” contingency system continues.  The Single Valve Manifold is nearing completion 
with an expected shipping date of 03 July. (Houston Update 1200EST  02 Jul) 

 
• Relief Well Data: (Houston Update 1200EST  02 Jul) 

 

 
Total Drill Depth 
(MD=measured  or total 
drilled depth in feet) 

Day # of Est. 
Completion Days 

Comments  

DD-II  13,792’ 36 of 104 (35 %)  T-Time 110 hrs; 
 Drilling of relief wells are not expected to be impacted by 
high sea state 

DD-III  17,446' 60 of 104 (58%) T-Time 107 hrs; 
Drilling of relief wells are not expected to be impacted by 
high sea state 

 
• DD-II: They have drilled ahead to 13,792’.  They should reach their next casing point at 13,875’ 

sometime this morning.  They hope to be running the 13-5/8” casing sometime today.   
• DD-III: They drilled to 17,446’.  Currently they are circulating bottoms up in preparation to 

make their 5th ranging run.  This run will be done using the thru drill pipe ranging tool so they 
will not have to trip the drill pipe out of the well for this operation.  They have 8 more ranging 
runs, including this #5 run.  The next casing (9 7/8) point is 17,758’. 
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(Houston Source Control Vessels 02 Jul)  
Name  Flag  Status/Location  Current Function  Comm

ents  
Q4000  United 

States  
On Scene  Containment  

Continues to recover production and 
flare gas.  

T-Time 
69 
hours 
Operati
ons may 
conintue 
in sea 
states < 
12’  

DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE  

Marshall 
Islands  

On Scene  Containment  
Continues to recover production, flare 
gas, and store oil.  

T-Time 
114 
hours 
Operati
ons may 
conintue 
in sea 
states < 
12’  

HELIX PRODUCER 
I  

Bahamas  At staging area  Oil Production  
Will attach to the CDP-1 free standing 
riser to process oil.  
Will continuously process 20-25,000 
bbls of oil daily  

Critical 
hook up 
operation
s 
possible 
only in 
sea states 
< 3-4’  
Start up 
to 
commen
ce after 
02 July 
when 
seas 
calm.  

LOCH RANNOCH  United 
Kingdom  

Anchored staging area  Shuttle Tanker  
Will transfer oil from the HELIX 
PRODUCER  

Capacit
y is 
750,000 
bbls (40 
days on 
station)  

DISCOVERER 
CLEAR LEADER  

Marshall 
Islands  

Anchored  Containment 
Will recover production from 
the capping stack 

Awaiting 
equipme
nt  

MASSACHUSETTS  United 
States  

On-scene  Shuttle Tank Barge  
Transfers oil from the DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE  

Will be 
deconta
minated 
at the 
LOOP 
and will 
proceed 
to Texas 
City, TX 
to 
offload.  
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EVI KNUTSEN  Norway  On-scene  Shuttle Tanker  
Conducting DP trials  

 

NAVION FENNIA  Bahamas  ETA to GoM 03 July  Shuttle Tanker  
Will transfer oil from the HELIX 
PRODUCER and the TOISA PISCES  

Inspectio
n 
complete
d, CoC 
issued  

SEILLEAN  Panama  En-route to Port of Spain, 
Trinidad. ETA 09 July. 

Containment  
Will recover production  

Planning 
for 
inspectio
n and 
retrofit in 
Port of 
Spain. 

OVERSEAS 
CASCADE  

United 
States  

On-scene Transfers oil from the 
DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE 

 

TOISA PISCES  Liberia  Corpus Christi, TX. 
Departure date for 
MC252 is 10 July. 

Undergoing modification  
Will attach to the CDP-2 free standing 
riser to process oil  

Expected 
to return 
to yard 5 
Jul, 
undergo 
modificat
ion and 
depart 
for 
MC252 
10 Jul.  

SEACOR 
RIGOROUS  

United 
States  

At staging area   With transfer hose that will be used 
between HELIX PRODUCER & 
LOCH RANNOCH  

  

LA CHEVAL  United 
States  

At staging area  With transfer hose that will be used 
between HELIX PRODUCER & 
LOCH RANNOCH  

  

 
International Offers of Assistance: As of July 2, the NIC has received 114 offers from 42 countries, 4 
International Organizations. 

•  Govt-Govt: 64 offers, 22 countries, 4 International Organizations 
° 41 offers were for critical resources, 11 are for skimmers. 
° 35 govt-govt offers have been accepted to date. 
° 1 offer of a Transrec-150 Skimmer accepted from an International Organization (EMSA) 
° Accepted 1 offer of fire boom from China 

• Govt Facilitated and Private: 50 offers, 26 countries 
° 27 offers were government facilitated 
° 23 offers were from private companies 
° 28 offers were for critical resources, 7 are for skimmers 
° 7 have already been accepted 
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Clean-Up/Response Operations Shoreside: (DWH AAG 0600 02 Jul) 
  
 LA MS AL FL TOTAL 

Current Miles of 
Shoreline Impact 

267.9 61.0 51.5 70.98 451.38 

People Assigned 1,810 375 2,249 2,893 7327 

 
 
Safety/Personnel Casualties:  

• The UAC reported 2 contractors were involved in a physical altercation consisting of pushing 
and shoving in the safe haven tent located just outside of the Fourchon Beach Staging Area. 
Local law enforcement responded to the incident and it was quickly resolved. No injuries 
occurred and no arrests were made. The altercation was a result of the safety tent being filled 
above capacity with no seating room available. A worker who was sitting in a chair got up and 
another worker took the chair. A brief investigation resulted in 56 workers being removed for 
questioning; of those, 3 were officially removed from the response effort. Supervisors have made 
arrangements for a larger tent and more chairs to better accommodate the responders. (NIC 
Bulletin 1813EDT 01 July)  
 

Environmental Impact:  
• TX: NSTR(DWH AAG 0600EDT 02 Jul)  
• LA:  Skimming operations were haulted due to sea state. Branches are preparing resources for 

rapid response to likely oiling in several locations from St. Bernard Parish to Grand Isle. 
Continued operations throughout Barataria Bay, South Pass and Grand Terre. Most branches on 
weather stand down. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 02 Jul)  

• MS: Conducted manual beach cleanup at Biloxi Beach. Conducted night operations in Harrison 
County. Team participated in mandated Utility Terrain Vehicle training to facilitate operations. 
(DWH AAG 0600EDT 02 Jul)  

• AL: Heavy oil impact in Baldwin and Mobile Counties. Heavy tarballs impact on Pelican Island 
and east end of Dauphin Island. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 02 Jul)  

• FL: ICP Mobile reported a 55 gallon drum with no markings on it covered in oil, approximately 
200 ft off shore behind Sugar Beach Condos in Navarre, FL. A Transocean representative was 
notified this may be from the deepwater horizon sinking. State Emergency Operations Center on 
scene investigating the drum. Updates will be provided as they are received. (NIC Bulletin 
1952EDT 01 July)  

• The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) released results of a research study examining the 
effect of eight different dispersant products (alone, not in combination with oil) on endocrine  
disrupting activity and potential impacts on small fish and mysid shrimp. No significant 
biological effect on endocrine disrupting activity was found and three dispersants were found to 
be less toxic to small fish and mysid shrimp than others. Further testing is necessary and will be 
conducted; however, the EPA maintains that dispersants are generally less toxic than oil and can 
prevent some oil from impacting sensitive areas on the Gulf Coast. (External Affairs 1845EDT 
01 July) (DWH AAG 0600EDT 02 Jul)  
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Port/Waterway Economic Impact:  

• All ports remain open, including the Louisiana Offshore Oil Port (LOOP).  
• Decontamination Activities: 

02 Commercial tugs and barges required DECON. (Exec Sum 1028EDT 01 Jul)  
• 80,228 sq mi (33%) of Gulf Federal waters are closed to fishing. (NOAA 28 June)  

 
Equipment & Resources Assigned: (DWH AAG 0600EDT 02 Jul) 
 

 LA MS AL FL DRILL SITE Totals 

VOO 713 849 1,157 502 0 3,221 

Barges 442 69 66 30 0 607 

Other 
(Command & 
Control, Boom 

Tending, Other) 

1,477 378 464 262 24 2,605 

Skimmers, 
Inshore 

333 333 

Skimmers, 
Offshore 

58 58 

Skimmers, 
Nearshore 

159 159 

Fixed Wing 37 37 

Helo 78 78 

Total 2,632 1,296 1,687 794 24 6,433 

 
Task Forces: (DWH AAG 0600EDT 02 Jul)  

• LA: NSTR 
• MS: NSTR  
• AL: NSTR  
• FL: NSTR  

 
Financial Update: (NPFC Executive Financial Summary Report 02 Jul)  
 

OSLTF Emergency Fund Remaining  $31,543,260.69  

Fed Project Ceiling  $359,500,000.00  

Obligated funds to Date  $242,117,743,35  

Fed project Ceiling Remaining  $117,382,256.65  
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BP Claims Summary: (BP Dashboard Report 02 Jul)  

• Total Number of Claims: 92,038  
• Total Amount Disbursed: $143,969,178  
• Number of Claims Denied: 0  
• Number of Checks Disbursed: 45,458 

 
BP Claims Call Center Statistics: (BP Dashboard 02 Jul)  

• Calls Received: 1790  
• Wait Time: 6 seconds current figures not listed 
• Calls abandoned: 19 (1%) current figures not listed 
• Non-Claims related calls: 623 current figures not listed 
• Call operator dedicated hours: 1,153 hours current figures not listed 
• Call operators: 171  
• Checks written: 1,683 
• Cumulative Checks written: 45,458  
• Managers/adjusters in field: 950 
• Claim Centers: 35 

 
Future Plans (Next 24-48 hours): (UAC Exec Sum 02 Jul)  

• Continue sub-sea dispersant; monitor pressure 
• Optimize flow back to the Enterprise 
• Q4000 maintain flowback and flaring operations 
• DDII: drill ahead 
• DDIII: drill to 17,300’ and conduct 5th magnetic ranging survey 
• CDP 1: continue installation of hose jumper and make connection to manifold; conduct pressure 

test 
• CDP 2: conduct pre-lay survey for flowline 

 
NIC Strategic Efforts: 
• FRTG Flow Rate Analysis  
      This improved estimate is based on more and better data that is available after the riser cut data     
      which helps increase the scientific confidence in the accuracy of the estimate.  As the  
      Government continues to collect additional data and refine these estimates, it is important to  
      realize that the numbers can change.  In particular, because the upper number is less certain, it is  
      important to plan for the upper estimate plus additional contingencies immediately.  The most  
      likely flow rate of oil is between 35,000 and 60,000 barrels per day. 
• Interagency Alternative Technology Assessment Program (IATAP) 
      M/V A WHALE - The Coast Guard Research and Development Center has assembled an  
      IATAP observation team of Coast Guard, Navy SupSalv, and NOAA representatives to  
      oversee BP testing of the skimming system on this vessel.  The A WHALE is moored in 
      Venice, LA. 
• International Engagement Strategy  
      Interagency Strategic Planning (IASP) maintains country specific files on the potential for   
      Impact from the DWH pollution incident on foreign countries. To date, IASP provided briefs to  
      DOS on projections for impact to Cuba, Bahamas, and Bermuda.  Brief for Mexico is pending  
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      until DOS confirms meeting participants, time, and location specifics. If the potential for impact 
      on a foreign country becomes likely, IASP will initiate notification to DOS to provide official  
      notification to the country. 
• Hurricane/Severe Weather Contingency Plan  
      Briefed S1, final draft is being completed. 
      Anticipate final approval of DWH Hurricane/Severe Weather Plans in the immediate future. 
      Follow up discussions on pre and post storm planning ongoing with DoD, FEMA, and other  
      governmental agencies 
      UAC will conduct a UAC-UIC SWCP table top exercise on 6 July. 
      CG participation planned for Joint Chiefs of Staff SWCP Critical Mission Exercise 12.1, 14 July.
• Implementation Strategy  
      Drafted a NIC directive to guide UAC actions. Draft will be available for NIC review in the  
      immediate future. 
• Coast Guard/EPA Emergency Regulation 
      The Coast Guard and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) continue to take steps to    
      ensure that vital oil spill response equipment currently stationed throughout the country is  
      available to join the fight against BP’s leaking oil in the GOM. The most recent step in this  
      strategy involves a joint Coast Guard-EPA emergency interim rule, submitted to the Federal  
      Register on June 28, which will temporarily lower timing thresholds that require identification  
      and staging of oil spill response equipment around the country in case of an oil spill—freeing up 
      some resources for deployment to the Gulf.  Essentially this means that we are temporarily  
      reducing the time in which equipment, including vessels, must be available and “at the ready” for 
      an oil spill so that we can battle the BP oil spill with an even greater force than we have already  
      mobilized. 
• Coast Guard Safety Zone Establishment (Boom Protection) 
      The Captains of the Port for Morgan City, LA, New Orleans, LA, and Mobile, AL, under the  
      authority of the Ports and Waterways Safety Act, has established a 20-meter safety zone  
      surrounding all Deepwater Horizon booming operations and oil response efforts taking place in  
      Southeast Louisiana.  The safety zone has been put in place to protect members of the response  
      effort, the installation and maintenance of oil containment boom, the operation of response  
      equipment and protection of the environment by limiting access to and through deployed  
      protective boom.  Violation of a safety zone can result in up to a $40,000 civil penalty. Willful  
      violations may result in a class D felony.  
• Critical Resources Strategic Planning (DWH AAG 0600EDT 02 Jul)  
      At 0900EST, 01 July the Homeport Oil Skimmer Web-form was activated.  The form requests  
      information from manufacturers, vendors, and/or owners of oil skimming equipment, seeking the 
      availability of skimmers that could potentially be used for the Deepwater Horizon Response in  
      the Gulf of Mexico.  A press release is anticipated soon. 

Skimmers  
o Current total: 550  
Boom  
o Total Deployed: 2,797,572 feet  
o Total Assigned: 262,346 feet  
o Total Staged: 811,239 feet  
o Total Ordered: 815,452 feet  
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NOC-PRODUCED SENIOR LEADERSHIP BRIEF 

 
1800EDT 02 July 2010 
Updates in bold blue 
 
Secretary of Homeland Security Priorities 
• Ensure Responsible Party (RP) is doing everything it can to stop the oil leak. 
• Ensure all capabilities (government, private, and commercial) and resources are being leveraged to 

protect the environment and facilitate a rapid, robust cleanup effort. 
• Ensure every effort is being made to include and inform the local communities in support of 

response operations. 
  
Current Situation 
• Oil Stoppage  

ο Lower Marine Riser Package (LMRP) TOP HAT 
 Seas at ENTERPRISE reported to be 4 – 6 feet which is causing a 4 – 6 inch wobble 

of TOP HAT; no impact to containment operations.  (NIC) 
 Oil and gas flowing from TOP HAT to ENTERPRISE and Q-4000. (NIC) 

• Cumulative oil/gas recovered/flared 1 July: 25,154 barrels of oil and 57.1 
million cubic ft of gas. 

• Total oil/gas recovered/flared to date: 557,155 barrels of oil and 1,238.6 
million cubic ft of gas.  

 Oil scheduled to be offloaded to the CASCADE on 2 July. (NIC) 
• If offloading operations are unable to commence by 4 July the 

ENTERPRISE will slow production between 4 and 6 July.  
• ENTERPRISE will reach maximum capacity early 6 July and a full shut-

down will be required.  
ο Long Term Containment and Disposal Project (CDP) 

 CDP-1:  Estimated startup 7 July. (NIC) 
• Worked connection at CDP manifold; completed leak test. 

 CDP-2:  Estimated startup 15 July. (NIC) 
• WEST SIRIUS preparing for the installation of the second free standing 

riser. 
ο Relief Wells 

 Drill Rig DDIII (first relief well) conducting relief well operations; drill depth 
12,197 ft below sea floor (17,446 ft below drill floor). (NIC) 

• Gyro (device used to track the drill’s position underground) repaired; drilling 
resumed.  

• Drilling is stopped every 15 feet to conduct a position survey. 
o 8 ranging run / position surveys remain.  

 Drill Rig DDII (second relief well) conducting relief well operations; drill depth 
8,574 ft below sea floor (13,792 ft below drill floor). (NIC) 
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ο Three Ram Capping Stack  
 Capping stack and transition spool will be loaded onto the DIONNE 

CHOUEST for delivery to the operations area 3 July. (NIC) 
 
• Oil Flow 

ο Flow Rate Technical Group (FRTG) estimates oil flow rate is 35,000 - 60,000 barrels per 
day. (JIC) 

ο FRTG estimates total oil released as of 2 July is between 2.6 million and 4.4 million 
barrels. (NIC) 

 
• Oil Landfall  

ο Current amount of landfall impacted: 451.38 miles. (NIC) 
ο LA: (NIC) 

 Operations currently suspended due to weather.  
 Branches are preparing resources for rapid response to likely oiling in several 

locations from St. Bernard Parish to Grand Isle. 
 Continued operations throughout Barataria Bay, South Pass and Grand Terre; most 

branches on weather stand down.  
ο MS: (NIC) 

 Conducted manual beach cleanup at Biloxi Beach. 
 Conducted night operations in Harrison County. 

ο AL: (NIC) 
 Heavy oil impact in Baldwin and Mobile Counties.  
 Heavy tar ball impact on Pelican and Dauphin Islands. 

ο FL: (NIC) 
 Continued cleanup on Pensacola Beach and in Okaloosa, Walton and Bay Counties, 

weather permitting. 
 
• Operations 

ο No In Situ Burns (ISB) conducted 1 July. (NIC) 
ο Booming/skimming operations continue, weather permitting. (NIC) 

 Oily water mixture recovered to date: 671,457 barrels. (NIC) 
 
• Health Concerns 

ο As of 2 July, the American Association of Poison Control Centers reported 588 
exposure calls associated with the Gulf Oil spill; most exposures were from inhalation, 
with skin exposure also common.  (OHA) 

ο Respirators will be provided to response workers engaged in source control and oil burning 
activities as part of a comprehensive respiratory protection program. (NIC)  

ο Heat stress remains the primary concern for response workers. (OHA) 
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• Dispersants 

ο 5 aerial dispersant sorties flown 1 July. (NIC) 
 17, 852 gallons of aerial/surface dispersants applied on 1 July.  (NRT) 

ο Subsea dispersant use continues at a rate of 7.5 gallons per minute. (NIC) 
 107,000 gallons of subsea dispersants applied on 1 July.  (NRT) 

 
• Shipping Channels/Ports 

ο All shipping channels/ports remain open in the Gulf Coast Region. (USCG)  
ο To date, a total of 6 vessels have required decontamination. (NIC) 

 
• Assets on Scene:  

ο Personnel: 43,128 (NIC) 
ο Boom to date: 7,972,207 ft ( 3,017,472 regular/4,954,735 sorbent) (UAC) 
ο Dispersant to date: 1,651,720 gals (1,050,749 surface/600,971 subsea) (NIC) 
ο Total vessels assigned: 6,433 (NIC) 
ο Fixed-wing aircraft: 37 (NIC) 
ο Helicopters: 78 (NIC) 

 
Federal Agencies/Departments 
• U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) 

ο Continuing incident coordination and response activities. 
 
• Customs and Border Protection (CBP) 

ο Providing flight advisory information to aircraft participating in disaster response and video 
to track oil plume movement; aircraft mission-hours to date: 908.5 

 
• Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

ο Supporting NIC activities and Federal On-Scene Coordinator. 
 
• Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

ο Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service providing wildlife recovery services. 
 
• Department of Defense (DoD) 

ο US Army Corps of Engineers overseeing berm projects in AL and LA.   
 
• Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

ο Two surface water samples collected 24 – 26 June along the Gulf Coast found nickel 
exceeded acute aquatic life benchmarks in one sample and chronic aquatic life 
benchmarks in the other. 

 At these levels, nickel may cause risk to aquatic life. 
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ο Sediment samples collected 24 – 25 June along the Gulf Coast found the 
combination of oil-related organic compounds exceeded chronic aquatic life 
benchmarks. 

 At these levels, oil-related organic compounds may cause risk to aquatic life. 
 These levels have a higher potential for serious impacts to sediment-dwelling 

organisms and are classified as unhealthy. 
ο Continuing to sample air, water, sediment, and waste. 

 
• Health and Human Services (HHS) 

ο The Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals announced the reopening of 2 oyster 
harvesting areas. 

ο FDA conducted inspections at primary seafood processor facilities to ensure contaminated 
seafood from entering into commerce. 

 
• Department of the Interior (DOI) 

ο White House is hosting weekly conference calls for Native American outreach with 
representatives from Federally- and non-Federally recognized tribes. 

• National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
ο A weak, non-tropical low pressure area associated with a frontal zone centered over 

the extreme northeastern Gulf of Mexico is expected to move westward during the 
next day or two. 

 There is a low (10 percent) chance of this system becoming a tropical or 
subtropical cyclone during the next 48 hours. 

ο Weather forecast:  
 Fri, 2 July:  Northeast winds 8 – 13 knots; seas 4 – 5 ft. 
 Sat, 3 July:  East-northeast winds 14 – 19 knots; seas 5 ft.   
 Sun, 4 July:  South winds 10 – 13 knots; seas 5 ft. 

 
• Department of Energy (DOE) 

ο Assisting Unified Command and supporting the Interagency Solutions Group. 
 
Critical Infrastructure Key Resources (CIKR) 
• National Infrastructure Coordinating Center (NICC) 

ο Continuing to monitor CIKR. 
 
State and Local Agencies  
• FL: Incident Command Post (ICP) Mobile reported a 55 gallon drum with no markings covered in 

oil, approximately 200 ft off shore behind Sugar Beach Condos in Navarre, FL.  
ο Transocean representative notified; may be from DEEPWATER HORIZON sinking. 
ο State Emergency Operations Center on scene investigating.  

• AL, FL, LA, MS and TX are communicating with DHS daily. 
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National Operations Center 
• Current Posture: Phase 2 – Concern; Crisis Action Team activated. 
• The next SLB is scheduled for 0600 EDT 3 July. 
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JOINT INFORMATION CENTER 
24-HOUR SUMMARY 

 

UPDATED July 2, 2010 7 PM 

 

PAST 24 HOURS 

Admiral Allen Provides Operational Update on the BP Oil Spill Response 

National Incident Commander Admiral Thad Allen provided a briefing to inform the American public 

and answer questions on the progress of the administration-wide response to the BP oil spill. A 

transcript is available here. 

 

Skimming Capabilities Reach Fivefold Increase Since Early June 

At the beginning of June, Admiral Allen announced efforts to bring more skimmers to respond to the 

BP oil spill. Since then, skimming capability in the Gulf has increased more than fivefold—from 

approximately 100 large skimmers to 550 skimming vessels of various sizes working to collect oil in 

all parts of the Gulf of Mexico as of today. To date, 28.2 million gallons of an oil-water mix has been 

skimmed from the Gulf surface. 

 

The skimming surge has come throughout the month of June as an adaptation to the changing 

characteristics of the spill, which no longer presents itself as a single slick, but a massive collection of 

smaller patches of oil. Additional skimmers were needed and have been deployed to work those small 

patches at various depths and distances from the coast. The Unified Command will continue ramping 

up skimmer capability throughout the coming weeks, with a baseline target of more than 750 skimmers 

collecting oil in Gulf waters by mid July, and more by the beginning of August. To view a fact sheet 

on skimmers, click here. 

 

NOAA Models Long-Term Oil Threat to Gulf and East Coast Shoreline 

As part of the ongoing effort to use the state-of-the-art technology and scientific tools in response to 

aid response operations, NOAA is using modeling of historical wind and ocean currents to project the 

likelihood that surface oil from the Deepwater Horizon/BP oil spill will impact additional U.S. 

coastline.  
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The modeling uses the high end of the flow rate estimate, and inputs the estimated amount of oil being 

skimmed, burned, and collected through the containment device—and accounts for the natural process 

of oil weathering. For more information, click here. 

 

Rear Admiral Zukunft Provides Update on Weather Impacts 

Rear Admiral Paul Zukunft provided a briefing to inform Gulf Coast residents and answer questions 

about the impact weather is having on the ongoing response to the BP oil spill. 

Because of elevated sea states, no skimming or burning has been conducted for two days. In addition, 

the weather displaced boom and made it unsafe to fly. Crews are standing by to resume skimming 

operations and survey inland waterways that may have seen impacts due to a storm surge. Shoreline 

cleanup operations continue with limited weather interruption. A transcript is available here.  

 

BP Continues to Optimize Oil Recovery Rates from its Leaking Well 

Under the direction of the federal government, BP continues to capture some oil and burn gas at the 

surface using its containment dome technique—collecting oil aboard the Discoverer Enterprise, which 

is linked by a fixed riser pipe to the wellhead, and flaring off additional oil and gas on the Q4000, 

which is connected to the choke line. The collection capacity is expected to increase to an estimated 

53,000 barrels per day once the third vessel, the Helix Producer, is connected to the floating riser 

pipe—a redundancy measure also taken at the administration’s direction. 

 

The Unified Command Continues to Build a Sea Turtle Observer Program  

In addition to cleaning up and rehabilitating oiled wildlife, the Unified Command continues to build a 

sea turtle observer program for all on-water oil clean-up operations. The command’s Wildlife Branch 

is working now to determine when, where, and how observers can be best positioned to reduce risks 

posed to sea turtles by oil containment and clean-up activities—such as controlled burn and skimmer 

fleet operations—and will begin to train additional sea turtle observers this weekend. 

 

Throughout the spill, federal and state biologists have been surveying for and rescuing oiled sea turtles 

offshore using small vessels carrying trained sea turtle collection teams. To date, more than 100 sea 

turtles have been collected in these directed surveys, and more than 90 percent are alive at 

rehabilitation facilities. For more information, click here. 
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Approved SBA Economic Injury Assistance Loans Top $8.5 Million 

SBA has approved 133 economic injury assistance loans to date, totaling more than $9.2 million for 

small businesses in the Gulf Coast impacted by the BP oil spill. Additionally, the agency has granted 

deferments on 554 existing SBA disaster loans in the region, totaling more than $3.1 million per month 

in payments. For information on assistance loans for affected businesses, visit the SBA’s Web site at 

www.sba.gov/services/disasterassistance, call (800) 659-2955 (800-877-8339 for the hearing 

impaired), or email disastercustomerservice@sba.gov. 

 

Administration Continues to Oversee BP’s Claims Process 

The administration will continue to hold the responsible parties accountable for repairing the damage, 

and repaying Americans who’ve suffered a financial loss as a result of the BP oil spill. To date, 92,038 

claims have been opened, from which more than $143.9 million have been disbursed. No claims have 

been denied to date. There are 950 claims adjusters on the ground. To file a claim, visit 

www.bp.com/claims or call BP’s helpline at 1-800-440-0858. Those who have already pursued the BP 

claims process and are not satisfied with BP’s resolution can call the Coast Guard at (800) 280-7118. 

Additional information about the BP claims process and all available avenues of assistance can be 

found at www.disasterassistance.gov. 

 

By the Numbers to Date: 
• The administration has authorized the deployment of 17,500 National Guard troops from Gulf Coast 

states to respond to this crisis; currently, 1,622 are active.  

• Approximately 43,100 personnel are currently responding to protect the shoreline and wildlife and 
cleanup vital coastlines.  

• More than 6,900 vessels are currently responding on site, including skimmers, tugs, barges, and 
recovery vessels to assist in containment and cleanup efforts—in addition to dozens of aircraft, 
remotely operated vehicles, and multiple mobile offshore drilling units.  

• Approximately 2.8 million feet of containment boom and 4.95 million feet of sorbent boom have been 
deployed to contain the spill—and approximately 811,000 feet of containment boom and 2.3 million 
feet of sorbent boom are available.  

• More than 28.2 million gallons of an oil-water mix have been recovered.  

• Approximately 1.65 million gallons of total dispersant have been applied—1.05 million on the surface 
and 601,000 sub-sea. More than 465,000 gallons are available.  

• 275 controlled burns have been conducted, efficiently removing a total of approximately 10 million 
gallons of oil from the open water in an effort to protect shoreline and wildlife. Because calculations 
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on the volume of oil burned can take more than 48 hours, the reported total volume may not reflect the 
most recent controlled burns.   

• 17 staging areas are in place to protect sensitive shorelines.  

• Approximately 452 miles of Gulf Coast shoreline is currently oiled—approximately 268 miles in 
Louisiana, 61 miles in Mississippi, 52 miles in Alabama, and 71 miles in Florida. These numbers 
reflect a daily snapshot of shoreline currently experiencing impacts from oil so that planning and field 
operations can more quickly respond to new impacts; they do not include cumulative impacts to date, 
or shoreline that has already been cleared.  

• Approximately 80,228 square miles of Gulf of Mexico federal waters remain closed to fishing in order 
to balance economic and public health concerns. More than 66 percent remains open. Details can be 
found at http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/.  

• To date, the administration has leveraged assets and skills from numerous foreign countries and 
international organizations as part of this historic, all-hands-on-deck response, including Canada, 
France, Germany, Japan, Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, the United Nations’ International Maritime 
Organization and the European Union's Monitoring and Information Centre.  
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01268-EPA-5337

"HQS-PF-fldr-NIC HQ Situation 
Unit" 
<NIC-HQ-Situation-Unit@uscg. 

Sent by: 
NIC-HQ-Situation-Unit@uscg.
mil

07/03/2010 09:35 AM

To "HQS-DG-lst-CG-00-NIC"

cc "HQS-PF-fldr-NIC HQ Situation Unit", "National Command 
Center", "Wiedenhoeft, Paul CAPT", "McPherson, James 
CAPT", "LaBrec, Ronald CAPT", "O'Brien, Sean CDR", 
"Lowe, Steve CDR", "O'Neil, Christopher LCDR", 
"D08-DG-DEEPWATERRESPONSE-ACSITU", 
"LANTWATCH"

bcc

Subject NIC BULLETIN: In-Situ Burning Suspended

Good Morning Admiral Allen,

No in-situ burning will occur until at least 06 July due to expected weather 
conditions & Pending Litigation.

Environmental groups are seeking a temporary restraining order to enjoin the 
UAC from conducting in-situ burning operations under the theory that activity 
harms sea turtles and therefore violates the Endangered Species Act (ESA). The 
environmental groups and UAC attorneys (CG/DOJ/BP) have agreed to continue 
negotiating in lieu of litigation. 

NIC Legal provided the following details: 

The Coast Guard is working with DOJ to defend the UAC's response operations 
and protocols relating to ISB and turtle protection. As part of the 
government's reply, the FOSC submitted a declaration that explains the 
response processes, authorities, endangered species over-sight/consultation 
with NOAA and/or Fish and Wildlife, and the value of in-situ burning provides 
as a response mechanism.  

The UAC is following the guidelines for In-Situ Burns promulgated by the 
cognizant RRT (IV or VI), and is thereby complying with Endangered Species 
Act, Clean Water Act/ National Contingency Plan, and the Outer Continental 
Shelf Act when conducting in-situ burns (ISB) in conjunction with Deepwater 
Horizon oil spill response operations.  Moreover, the UAC is not aware of any 
deaths of marine life protected under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), 
specifically sea turtles, as a result of in-situ burn operations.

V/R,

OS1 Tom Zeiner
National Incident Command
Situation Unit
24/7: 202-372-1710
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01268-EPA-5338

"NIC-DOCS" 
<NIC-DOCS@uscg.mil> 
Sent by: NIC-DOCS@uscg.mil

07/03/2010 03:59 PM

To "HQS-DG-LST-NIC-Situation Briefing"

cc "HQS-PF-fldr-NIC HQ Situation Unit", "chris.ortman", 
"dave.westerholm", "dwh.dhs", "dwh.noaa", 
"george.bamford", "Jim.Rogers", "Joint.Staff", "kati.walsh", 
"Lee.foresman", "lisa.pension", "National Command Center", 
"NGA.cat", "nga.ic.cat", "nga.smil.cat", "NOC.imo", 
"NOC.swo", "NOC.swo2", "NOC.uscg", "OPS.cat", 
"OSD.Watch", "SBS-All", "tina.eichenour"

bcc

Subject National Incident Commander Brief 1600EDT 03 July 2010

Good Afternoon Admiral Allen,

Please find the attached Situation Brief Update that has been prepared by the 
NIC Situation Unit current as of 1600EDT 03 July 2010. Please see attached for 
full report.

Highlighted bullets below:

Highlights of the Last Operational Period:  (UAC Exec Sum 03 Jul)
•No controlled burns completed, 7 dispersant flights
•Q4000 flowback in progress and stable
•Enterprise maintained oil recovery; stable operations
•Continued subsea dispersant injection at 8 gpm
•DDII drilled to casing point at 13,781’
•DDIII drilled to 17,429’ and prepared to conduct magnetic ranging run #5
•CDP 1 completed connection of 1350’ jumper to CDP manifold
•CDP 2 survey completed for pile and set pile markers

Weather: (NWS NHC 1030EDT 03 Jul)
THIS AFTERNOON AND TONIGHT 03 July...W OF 95W SE TO S WINDS 15 TO 20 KT. SEAS 
4 TO 6 FT. E OF 95W SE WINDS 10 TO 15 KT. SEAS 3 TO 5 FT. ISOLATED SHOWERS W 
OF 92W.

SUN 4th July THROUGH MON July 5th...WINDS BECOMING SE TO S 10 TO 15 
KT...EXCEPT OVER E PORTION S OF 28N S TO SW AND N OF 28N E TO SE. SEAS 2 TO 
4 FT. SCATTERED SHOWERS AND TSTMS E PORTION.

TUE 6th July...SE TO S WINDS DIMINISHING TO 5 TO 10 KT...EXCEPT FAR NE PORTION 
BECOMING VARIABLE 10 KT OR LESS. SEAS 2 TO 3 FT.

WED 7th July...E TO SE WINDS 5 TO 10 KT. SEAS 2 TO 3 FT...EXCEPT FAR E PORTION 
BUILDING TO 3 TO 5 FT IN SE SWELL.

Source Control:
DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE (DE): Lightering operations with the OVERSEAS CASCADE  
are delayed due to weather complications and are awaiting weather changes to 
recommence.  An OPS note will be drafted to allow hose handling operations to 
commence in 8’ seas.  The previous limiting factor was 5’ seas. Lightering ops 
require 24 hours for full discharge.  If the lightering ops are unable to 
commence by 04 July, ENTERPRISE will slow production between the 4th and 6th.  
ENTERPRISE will reach maximum capacity early on the 2359L 04 July and a full 
shut down will be required. (Houston Update 1200EDT  03 Jul)

Sub-sea Dispersant: Subsea Dispersant is being injected at the BOP at a steady 
rate of 10 gallons per minute.  Subsea dispersant authority has been granted 
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till 7 July at a rate of 6,000 gallons per day.   HOS SUPER H and ADRIATIC
(Dispersant vessels) are on scene.  OCEAN VERITAS continues sampling 
dispersant. (Houston Update 1200EDT  03 Jul)

Q4000: Oil and gas is being collected via the choke line from the BOP.  From 
00:00L-23:59L 8,299 bbls of oil was flared and 19.5 million SCF of gas was 
flared.  As of 23:59L the Q4000 had flared a total of 144,176 bbls of oil and 
301.8 million SCF of gas since commencement of operations in MC252.  (Houston 
Update 1200EDT 03 Jul)

A WHALE: which is an oil tanker that was converted to be a giant skimmer, is 
in the field and undergoing tests this morning.  This tanker collects water 
and oil through jaws which are submerged just below the water line.  It has 
the potential to skim up to 1 million bbls of oil in 15 days, this is subject 
to the condition of oil/water mixture. (OIR 0700CDT 03 Jul)

Short Term Containment: Top Hat – Top Hat #4 is in place over the MC 252 BOP 
and producing oil in conjunction with ENTERPRISE.  Seas at ENTERPRISE were 
reported to be 4’ to 6’. Top Hat #3 is available, located on the mud mat.  Top 
Hat #10 is available, located on the deck of ENTERPRISE.  There are no plans 
to change Top Hats at this time. (Houston Update 1200EDT 03 Jul)

Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 1:  Planned startup of the system and 
production of oil is now Wednesday, 07 July; delay is due to weather.  The 
4000’ Free Standing Riser (FSR) is fully in place.   The 1,350’ flexible, CDP 
manifold to FSR base, installation is complete; the HELIX EXPRESS has landed 
the connection to the manifold and conducted a satisfactory leak test.  The 
1,200’ flex hose that will attach the Junk Shot Manifold to the CDP Manifold 
is connected to the CDP manifold and has been successfully tested to 500 PSI. 
The BOA DEEP C is scheduled to move into position and attempt to attach it to 
the Junk Shot Manifold as soon as lightering is completed. This operation is 
being conducted within 40’ of the Discoverer Enterprise and cannot be 
conducted during lightering operations. The Quick Connect/Disconnect (QC/DC) 
buoy and clump weight were placed and it was found the hawser connecting the 
buoy to the clump weight stretched beyond calculations.  The QC/DC buoy length 
adjustment of the hawser has been completed and the buoy currently at a depth 
of 92’.  The QC/DC will be connected to the top of FSR through a 1,060’ 6” 
flex hose. Deployment of the 1,060’ flex hose will be done by the HELIX 
PRODUCER 1 and requires a seas state of less than 3’. (Houston Update 1200EDT 
03 Jul)

Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 2:  To increase redundancy, BP will 
install a secondary subsea anchor, FSR, and float cans.  The air can and 
subsea anchor are complete.  Survey for flow line and suction pile commenced 
today.  Suction pile installation will start 04 July, weather permitting.  FSR 
2 has been constructed and all components are staged in Port Fourchon.  Keel 
hauling of air cans for FSR2 commenced today.  Installation will commence once 
the first FSR installation is completed with startup and “first oil” 
anticipated OOA 19 July. (Houston Update 1200EDT 03 Jul)

MC 252 Well Bore Capping Plan:  The transition spool and capping stack will be 
transferred to the Discoverer Inspiration today and are ready for deployment.  
The flange splitter system SIT testing is complete and will be transported to 
scene and pre deployed to sea bed 03 July.  Machining on the “latch cap” 
contingency system continues.  The Single Valve Manifold is nearing completion 
with an expected shipping date of 03 July.  The flex joint straightening tool 
has decreased the flex joint angle by 1o.  Operations to straighten the 
deflection will continue. (Houston Update 1200EST  03 Jul)

Subsea Tie-In: As the containment fleet continues to expand to capture flow 
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from the Macondo well, BP is initiating a plan to tie Macondo into nearby
depleted wells. This will allow Macondo flow to be redirected.  If there is a 
hurricane that halts surface containment operations before a relief well can 
be complete, then a hurricane-safe containment/storage option may partially 
capture the flow until the hurricane passes and containment ops can be 
restarted. (Houston Update 1200EDT 03 Jul)

Rigel: The ENI operated Rigel well (nearly depleted gas well) is approximately 
2 miles from Macondo.  After installation of the pressure containing cap on 
the BOP, it may be possible to tie in to the depleted Rigel well and inject 
some oil into the reservoir via the CDP manifold.  Survey work and laying of 
mudmats commenced today and construction is estimated to start on 17 July. 
Department of the Interior approved the option to plan for installation of 
this equipment.  All hardware has been obtained to allow execution of this 
option.  (Houston Update 1200EDT 03Jul)

Na Kika: The BP operated Na Kika flow loop is approximately 12 miles from 
Macondo.  After installation of the pressure containing cap, it may be 
possible to tie in to the flow loop and produce the oil back to the Na Kika 
facility.  During hurricane evacuation, it may be possible to inject some oil 
into reservoirs that Na Kika is already producing off of.  All hardware has 
been obtained to allow execution of this option. This option could be a long 
term production solution as well. (Houston Update 1200EDT 03 Jul)

DD-II: 2nd Relief Well – DD2 is at a depth of 13,873’ (8,555’ below the sea 
floor).  DD2 is stopped to run 13 5/8” casing.  From 04-07 July, DD2 will 
conduct cementing, drill through, and the Leak Off Test.  (Houston Update 
1200EDT 03 Jul)

DD-III: 1st Relief Well – DD3 is at a depth of 17,446’ (12,187’ below the sea 
floor) and commenced ranging run #5. Estimated time to complete all ranging is 
5 days which will be followed by 5 days of drilling for the 9 5/8” casing run 
to a depth of 17,600’. ETA to depth of 17,600’ is 03 July.  DD3 will stop 
drilling at a depth of 17,874’ (100’ from penetration). (Houston Update 
1200EDT 03 Jul)

International Offers of Assistance: As of July 2, the NIC has received 114 
offers from 42 countries, 4 International Organizations.

Govt-Govt: 64 offers, 22 countries, 4 International Organizations
41 offers were for critical resources, 11 are for skimmers.
35 govt-govt offers have been accepted to date.
1 offer of a Transrec-150 Skimmer accepted from an International Organization 
(EMSA)
1 new offer received from Taiwan
Accepted 1 offer of fire boom from China

Govt Facilitated and Private: 50 offers, 26 countries
27 offers were government facilitated
23 offers were from private companies
28 offers were for critical resources, 7 are for skimmers
7 have already been accepted

Clean-Up/Response Operations Shore side: NSTR

Safety/Personnel Casualties:  NSTR
 

Environmental Impact: 
No in-situ burning will occur until at least 06 July due to expected weather 
conditions & Pending Litigation. 
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Environmental groups are seeking a temporary restraining order to enjoin the
UAC from conducting in-situ burning operations under the theory that activity 
harms sea turtles and therefore violates the Endangered Species Act (ESA). The 
environmental groups and UAC attorneys (CG/DOJ/BP) have agreed to continue 
negotiating in lieu of litigation. (NIC Bulletin 0935EDT 03 Jul)

TX: NSTR 
LA: NSTR 
MS: NSTR 
AL: NSTR 
FL: NSTR 

Port/Waterway Economic Impact: NSTR 

Equipment & Resources Assigned: NSTR 

Financial Update: NSTR 

BP Claims Summary: Not reported on weekends.

BP Claims Call Center Statistics: Not reported on weekends.

Future Plans (Next 24-48 hours): (UAC Exec Sum 03 Jul) 
Continue sub-sea dispersant; monitor pressure
Optimize flow back to the Enterprise; conduct lightering operations
Q4000 maintain flowback and flaring operations
DDII: run and cement casing
DDIII: complete magnetic ranging run #5 and drill ahead
CDP 1: conduct pressure test of 1350’ jumper and connect hydraulic line to 
Blue Pod
CDP 2: complete pre-lay survey for flowlines and install suction pile

NIC Strategic Efforts:
FRTG Flow Rate Analysis: NSTR 
Interagency Alternative Technology Assessment Program (IATAP): NSTR
International Engagement Strategy: NSTR 
Hurricane/Severe Weather Contingency Plan: NSTR 
Implementation Strategy: NSTR 
Coast Guard/EPA Emergency Regulation: NSTR
Coast Guard Safety Zone Establishment (Boom Protection): NSTR
Critical Resources Strategic Planning: NSTR 
      

V/R,

MLES2 Tommy Roman
National Incident Command (NIC)
Situation Unit
24 hour hotline - 202-372-1710

NIC_update_briefing_03Jul10_1600.pdfNIC_update_briefing_03Jul10_1600.pdf

Release 4 - HQ-FOI-01268-12 All emails sent by "Richard Windsor" were sent by EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson



1600EDT – 03 July 2010 
Deepwater Horizon Spill Response 
(Updates in 

 

Produced by the National Incident Command 
1600EDT 03 July 2010 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

RED) 

 
National Incident Commander Objectives: 

1. Establish and manage a coordinated interagency response effort to effectively employ all resources 
required to mitigate current and long term environmental and economic impacts of the incident. 

2. Engage and inform the public, stakeholders and the media, keeping them apprised of response activities 
and plans. 

3. Engage across all levels of government to develop courses of action for issues that span multiple agencies 
and departments. 

 
Unified Area Command Objectives: 

1. Ensure the safety and welfare of citizens and response personnel. 
2. Control the source of the spill. 
3. Continue to contain, recover, and dispose of spilled material. 
4. Continue to maximize use and availability of advanced source control and response technologies. 
5. Continue to maximize the protection, assessment, and response to environmentally, sensitive areas and 

wildlife risk. 
6. Ensure stakeholders, government officials, and the public are kept informed of source control and 

response actions. 
7. Minimize social, political, economic, and environmental impacts. 
8. Continue to optimize critical resource utilization and effectiveness from all agencies and organizations 

across all response areas. 
9. Ensure sustainability by conducting strategic planning to address long-range planning concerns; including 

worst case scenarios, contingencies, resources, logistics, and potential gaps. 
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Highlights of the Last Operational Period:  (UAC Exec Sum 03 Jul) 

• No controlled burns completed, 7 dispersant flights 
• Q4000 flowback in progress and stable 
• Enterprise maintained oil recovery; stable operations 
• Continued subsea dispersant injection at 8 gpm 
• DDII drilled to casing point at 13,781’ 
• DDIII drilled to 17,429’ and prepared to conduct magnetic ranging run #5 
• CDP 1 completed connection of 1350’ jumper to CDP manifold 
• CDP 2 survey completed for pile and set pile markers 

 
Weather: (NWS NHC 1030EDT 03 Jul) 

• THIS AFTERNOON AND TONIGHT 03 July...W OF 95W SE TO S WINDS 15 TO 20 KT. 
SEAS 4 TO 6 FT. E OF 95W SE WINDS 10 TO 15 KT. SEAS 3 TO 5 FT. ISOLATED 
SHOWERS W OF 92W. 

• SUN 4th July THROUGH MON July 5th...WINDS BECOMING SE TO S 10 TO 15 
KT...EXCEPT OVER E PORTION S OF 28N S TO SW AND N OF 28N E TO SE. SEAS 2 TO  
4 FT. SCATTERED SHOWERS AND TSTMS E PORTION. 

• TUE 6th July...SE TO S WINDS DIMINISHING TO 5 TO 10 KT...EXCEPT FAR NE 
PORTION BECOMING VARIABLE 10 KT OR LESS. SEAS 2 TO 3 FT. 

• WED 7th July...E TO SE WINDS 5 TO 10 KT. SEAS 2 TO 3 FT...EXCEPT FAR E 
PORTION BUILDING TO 3 TO 5 FT IN SE SWELL.  

 
Source Control: (HOUSTON Update 1200EDT 03 Jul) 

  0000-2359CDT 02 July Total Recovered/Flared to date: 

Vessel  OIL  GAS  OIL  GAS  

DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE  
 

16,992 bbls  37.4 million cubic 
ft of gas  

438,270 bbls  
 
*includes collection total 
for Riser Insertion Test 
Tube (RITT - 22,158 bbls) 

993.7 million cubic 
ft of gas 
* includes collection total 
for Riser Insertion Test 
Tube (RITT – 88.4 gas)  

Q4000  8,299 bbls  19.5 million cubic 
ft of gas  

144,176 bbls  301.8 million cubic 
ft of gas  

Cumulative oil/gas 
recoverd  

25,291 bbls  56.9 million cubic 
ft of gas  

582,446 bbls  1295.5 million 
cubic ft of gas  

 
 

• DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE (DE): Lightering operations with the OVERSEAS CASCADE  
are delayed due to weather complications and are awaiting weather changes to recommence.  An 
OPS note will be drafted to allow hose handling operations to commence in 8’ seas.  The 
previous limiting factor was 5’ seas. Lightering ops require 24 hours for full discharge.  If the 
lightering ops are unable to commence by 04 July, ENTERPRISE will slow production between 
the 4th and 6th.  ENTERPRISE will reach maximum capacity early on the 2359L 04 July and a 
full shut down will be required. (Houston Update 1200EDT  03 Jul) 
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• Sub-sea Dispersant: Subsea Dispersant is being injected at the BOP at a steady rate of 10 

gallons per minute.  Subsea dispersant authority has been granted till 7 July at a rate of 6,000 
gallons per day.   HOS SUPER H and ADRIATIC (Dispersant vessels) are on scene.  OCEAN 
VERITAS continues sampling dispersant. (Houston Update 1200EDT  03 Jul) 

• Q4000: Oil and gas is being collected via the choke line from the BOP.  From 00:00L-23:59L 
8,299 bbls of oil was flared and 19.5 million SCF of gas was flared.  As of 23:59L the Q4000 
had flared a total of 144,176 bbls of oil and 301.8 million SCF of gas since commencement of 
operations in MC252.  (Houston Update 1200EDT 03 Jul) 

• A WHALE: which is an oil tanker that was converted to be a giant skimmer, is in the field and 
undergoing tests this morning.  This tanker collects water and oil through jaws which are 
submerged just below the water line.  It has the potential to skim up to 1 million bbls of oil in 15 
days, this is subject to the condition of oil/water mixture. (OIR 0700CDT 03 Jul) 

• Short Term Containment: Top Hat – Top Hat #4 is in place over the MC 252 BOP and 
producing oil in conjunction with ENTERPRISE.  Seas at ENTERPRISE were reported to be 4’ 
to 6’. Top Hat #3 is available, located on the mud mat.  Top Hat #10 is available, located on the 
deck of ENTERPRISE.  There are no plans to change Top Hats at this time. (Houston Update 
1200EDT 03 Jul) 

• Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 1:  Planned startup of the system and production 
of oil is now Wednesday, 07 July; delay is due to weather.  The 4000’ Free Standing Riser (FSR) 
is fully in place.   The 1,350’ flexible, CDP manifold to FSR base, installation is complete; the 
HELIX EXPRESS has landed the connection to the manifold and conducted a satisfactory leak 
test.  The 1,200’ flex hose that will attach the Junk Shot Manifold to the CDP Manifold is 
connected to the CDP manifold and has been successfully tested to 500 PSI. The BOA DEEP C 
is scheduled to move into position and attempt to attach it to the Junk Shot Manifold as soon as 
lightering is completed. This operation is being conducted within 40’ of the Discoverer 
Enterprise and cannot be conducted during lightering operations. The Quick Connect/Disconnect 
(QC/DC) buoy and clump weight were placed and it was found the hawser connecting the buoy 
to the clump weight stretched beyond calculations.  The QC/DC buoy length adjustment of the 
hawser has been completed and the buoy currently at a depth of 92’.  The QC/DC will be 
connected to the top of FSR through a 1,060’ 6” flex hose. Deployment of the 1,060’ flex hose 
will be done by the HELIX PRODUCER 1 and requires a seas state of less than 3’. (Houston 
Update 1200EDT 03 Jul) 

• Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 2:  To increase redundancy, BP will install a 
secondary subsea anchor, FSR, and float cans.  The air can and subsea anchor are complete.  
Survey for flow line and suction pile commenced today.  Suction pile installation will start 04 
July, weather permitting.  FSR 2 has been constructed and all components are staged in Port 
Fourchon.  Keel hauling of air cans for FSR2 commenced today.  Installation will commence 
once the first FSR installation is completed with startup and “first oil” anticipated OOA 19 July. 
(Houston Update 1200EDT 03 Jul) 

• MC 252 Well Bore Capping Plan:  The transition spool and capping stack will be transferred to 
the Discoverer Inspiration today and are ready for deployment.  The flange splitter system SIT 
testing is complete and will be transported to scene and pre deployed to sea bed 03 July.  
Machining on the “latch cap” contingency system continues.  The Single Valve Manifold is 
nearing completion with an expected shipping date of 03 July.  The flex joint straightening tool 
has decreased the flex joint angle by 1o.  Operations to straighten the deflection will continue. 
(Houston Update 1200EST  03 Jul) 
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• Subsea Tie-In: As the containment fleet continues to expand to capture flow from the Macondo 
well, BP is initiating a plan to tie Macondo into nearby depleted wells. This will allow Macondo 
flow to be redirected.  If there is a hurricane that halts surface containment operations before a 
relief well can be complete, then a hurricane-safe containment/storage option may partially 
capture the flow until the hurricane passes and containment ops can be restarted. (Houston 
Update 1200EDT 03 Jul) 

• Rigel: The ENI operated Rigel well (nearly depleted gas well) is approximately 2 miles from 
Macondo.  After installation of the pressure containing cap on the BOP, it may be possible to tie 
in to the depleted Rigel well and inject some oil into the reservoir via the CDP manifold.  Survey 
work and laying of mudmats commenced today and construction is estimated to start on 17 July. 
Department of the Interior approved the option to plan for installation of this equipment.  All 
hardware has been obtained to allow execution of this option.  (Houston Update 1200EDT 03Jul) 

• Na Kika: The BP operated Na Kika flow loop is approximately 12 miles from Macondo.  After 
installation of the pressure containing cap, it may be possible to tie in to the flow loop and 
produce the oil back to the Na Kika facility.  During hurricane evacuation, it may be possible to 
inject some oil into reservoirs that Na Kika is already producing off of.  All hardware has been 
obtained to allow execution of this option. This option could be a long term production solution 
as well. (Houston Update 1200EDT 03 Jul) 
 

• Relief Well Data: (Houston Update 1200EDT 03 Jul) 

 
Total Drill Depth 
(MD=measured  or total 
drilled depth in feet) 

Day # of Est. 
Completion Days 

Comments  

DD-II  13,873’ 37 of 104 (36 %)  T-Time 110 hrs; 
 Drilling of relief wells are 
not expected to be impacted 
by high sea state 

DD-III  17,525' 61 of 104 (59%) T-Time 111 hrs; 
Drilling of relief wells are 
not expected to be impacted 
by high sea state 

 
• DD-II: 2nd Relief Well – DD2 is at a depth of 13,873’ (8,555’ below the sea floor).  DD2 is 

stopped to run 13 5/8” casing.  From 04-07 July, DD2 will conduct cementing, drill through, and 
the Leak Off Test.  (Houston Update 1200EDT 03 Jul) 

• DD-III: 1st Relief Well – DD3 is at a depth of 17,446’ (12,187’ below the sea floor) and 
commenced ranging run #5. Estimated time to complete all ranging is 5 days which will be 
followed by 5 days of drilling for the 9 5/8” casing run to a depth of 17,600’. ETA to depth of 
17,600’ is 03 July.  DD3 will stop drilling at a depth of 17,874’ (100’ from penetration). 
(Houston Update 1200EDT 03 Jul) 

 
(Houston Source Control Vessels 03 Jul)  
Name  Flag  Status/Location  Current Function  Comments  
Q4000  United 

States  
On Scene  Containment  

Continues to recover production 
and flare gas.  

T-Time 69 hours 
Operations may 
conintue in sea 

states < 12’  

DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE  

Marshall 
Islands  

On Scene  Containment  
Continues to recover production, 
flare gas, and store oil.  

T-Time 114 
hours Operations 
may conintue in 

sea states < 12’ 
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HELIX PRODUCER I  Bahamas  At staging area  Oil Production  
Will attach to the CDP-1 free 
standing riser to process oil.  
Will continuously process 20-
25,000 bbls of oil daily  

Critical hook up 
operations 
possible only in 
sea states < 3-4’  
Start up to 
commence after 
02 July when 
seas calm.  

LOCH RANNOCH  United 
Kingdom  

Anchored staging area  Shuttle Tanker  
Will transfer oil from the HELIX 
PRODUCER  

Capacity is 
1,000,000 
bbls (40 days 
on station)  

DISCOVERER CLEAR 
LEADER  

Marshall 
Islands  

Anchored  Containment 
Will recover production 

Awaiting 
equipment  

SKANDI NEPTUNE Norway On-scene ROV operations  

MASSACHUSETTS  United 
States  

On-scene  Shuttle Tank Barge  
Transfers oil from the 
DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE  

Will be 
decontaminated 
at the LOOP and 
will proceed to 
Texas City, TX 
to offload.  

EVI KNUTSEN  Norway  On-scene  Shuttle Tanker  
Conducting DP trials  

 

NAVION FENNIA  Bahamas  ETA to GoM 03 July  Shuttle Tanker  
Will transfer oil from the HELIX 
PRODUCER and the TOISA 
PISCES  

Inspection 
completed, 
CoC issued  

SEILLEAN  Panama  En-route to Port of Spain, 
Trinidad. ETA 09 July. 

Containment  
Will recover production  

Planning for 
inspection and 
retrofit in Port 
of Spain. 

OVERSEAS CASCADE  United 
States  

On-scene Transfers oil from the 
DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE 

 

TOISA PISCES  Liberia  Corpus Christi, TX. 
Departure date for 
MC252 is 10 July. 

Undergoing modification  
Will attach to the CDP-2 free 
standing riser to process oil  

Expected to 
return to yard 
5 Jul, undergo 
modification 
and depart for 
MC252 10 Jul.  

SEACOR RIGOROUS  United 
States  

At staging area   With transfer hose that will be 
used between HELIX 
PRODUCER & LOCH 
RANNOCH  

  

LA CHEVAL  United 
States  

At staging area  With transfer hose that will be 
used between HELIX 
PRODUCER & LOCH 
RANNOCH  

  

A WHALE Taiwan On-scene Containment; converted to a giant 
skimmer 

Undergoing tests 
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International Offers of Assistance: As of July 2, the NIC has received 114 offers from 42 countries, 4 
International Organizations. 

•  Govt-Govt: 64 offers, 22 countries, 4 International Organizations 
° 41 offers were for critical resources, 11 are for skimmers. 
° 35 govt-govt offers have been accepted to date. 
° 1 offer of a Transrec-150 Skimmer accepted from an International Organization (EMSA) 
° 1 new offer received from Taiwan 
° Accepted 1 offer of fire boom from China 

• Govt Facilitated and Private: 50 offers, 26 countries 
° 27 offers were government facilitated 
° 23 offers were from private companies 
° 28 offers were for critical resources, 7 are for skimmers 
° 7 have already been accepted 

Clean-Up/Response Operations Shoreside: (DWH AAG 0600 03 Jul)  
 LA MS AL FL TOTAL 

Current Miles of 
Shoreline Impact 

257.6 62.2 51.3 72.82 443.92 

People Assigned 1,810 2,202 3,930 3,009 10,951 

 
Safety/Personnel Casualties:  NSTR 
  

   Environmental Impact:  
• No in-situ burning will occur until at least 06 July due to expected weather conditions & Pending 

Litigation.  
• Environmental groups are seeking a temporary restraining order to enjoin the UAC from 

conducting in-situ burning operations under the theory that activity harms sea turtles and 
therefore violates the Endangered Species Act (ESA). The environmental groups and UAC 
attorneys (CG/DOJ/BP) have agreed to continue negotiating in lieu of litigation. (NIC Bulletin 
0935EDT 03 Jul) 

• TX: NSTR(DWH AAG 0600EDT 03 Jul)  
• LA:  Skimming operations were haulted due to sea state. Branches are preparing resources for 

rapid response to likely oiling in several locations from St. Bernard Parish to Grand Isle. 
Continued operations throughout Barataria Bay, South Pass and Grand Terre. Most branches on 
weather stand down. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 03 Jul)  

• MS:  TF#5 continued surveillance and skimming ops North of Horn Island. Three VOO task 
forces were underway conducting training in Mississippi Sound. Task Forces conducted 
maintenance and reviewed hazardous weather and operational plans during down time. DWH 
AAG 0600EDT 03 Jul) 

• AL:  Resumed beach cleaning from Fort Morgan to Orange Beach. Responded to heavy tarbalkl 
impact on Pelican Island. Interagency discussions took place to resolve boat restriction issues in 
West Grand Bay; use of airboats was temporarily allowed for today in order to repair boom in 
shallow waters. Conducted skimming operations around Dauphin Island. Launched additional 
VOO task force to protect Alabama waters. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 03 Jul) 
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• FL: Continued mechanical and manual cleanup on Pensacola Pier and Fort Pickens. Conducted 
manual cleanups in Okaloosa, Walton and Bay Counties. Responded to reports of light to 
moderate tarball impact in Walton County from Miramar Beach east to Dune Allen Beach and 
points west to the county line. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 03 Jul) 

Port/Waterway Economic Impact:  
• All ports remain open, including the Louisiana Offshore Oil Port (LOOP).  
• Decontamination Activities: 

02 Commercial tugs and barges required DECON. (Exec Sum 1028EDT 01 Jul)  
• 80,228 sq mi (33%) of Gulf Federal waters are closed to fishing. (NOAA 28 June)  

 
Equipment & Resources Assigned: (DWH AAG 0600EDT 03 Jul) 

 LA MS AL FL DRILL SITE Totals 

VOO 757 803 1145 499 0 3,204 

Barges 456 69 75 29 0 629 

Other 
(Command & 
Control, Boom 

Tending, Other) 

1,350 302 500 247 24 2,426 

Skimmers, 
Inshore 

333 333 

Skimmers, 
Offshore 

60 60 

Skimmers, 
Nearshore 

159 159 

Fixed Wing 36 36 

Helo 78 78 

Total 2,563 1,174 1,720 775 24 6,259 

 
 
Financial Update: (NPFC Executive Financial Summary Report 02 Jul)  

OSLTF Emergency Fund Remaining  $31,543,260.69  

Fed Project Ceiling  $359,500,000.00  

Obligated funds to Date  $242,117,743.35  

Fed project Ceiling Remaining  $117,382,259.65  

 
BP Claims Summary: (BP Dashboard Report 02 Jul) Not reported on weekends. 

• Total Number of Claims: 92,038  
• Total Amount Disbursed: $143,969,178  
• Number of Claims Denied: 0  
• Number of Checks Disbursed: 45,458 
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BP Claims Call Center Statistics: (BP Dashboard 02 Jul) Not reported on weekends. 

• Calls Received: 1790  
• Wait Time: 6 seconds current figures not listed 
• Calls abandoned: 19 (1%) current figures not listed 
• Non-Claims related calls: 623 current figures not listed 
• Call operator dedicated hours: 1,153 hours current figures not listed 
• Call operators: 171  
• Checks written: 1,683 
• Cumulative Checks written: 45,458  
• Managers/adjusters in field: 950 
• Claim Centers: 35 

 
Future Plans (Next 24-48 hours): (UAC Exec Sum 03 Jul)  

• Continue sub-sea dispersant; monitor pressure 
• Optimize flow back to the Enterprise; conduct lightering operations 
• Q4000 maintain flowback and flaring operations 
• DDII: run and cement casing 
• DDIII: complete magnetic ranging run #5 and drill ahead 
• CDP 1: conduct pressure test of 1350’ jumper and connect hydraulic line to Blue Pod 
• CDP 2: complete pre-lay survey for flowlines and install suction pile 

 
NIC Strategic Efforts: 
• FRTG Flow Rate Analysis  
      This improved estimate is based on more and better data that is available after the riser cut data     
      which helps increase the scientific confidence in the accuracy of the estimate.  As the  
      Government continues to collect additional data and refine these estimates, it is important to  
      realize that the numbers can change.  In particular, because the upper number is less certain, it is  
      important to plan for the upper estimate plus additional contingencies immediately.  The most  
      likely flow rate of oil is between 35,000 and 60,000 barrels per day. 
• Interagency Alternative Technology Assessment Program (IATAP) 
      M/V A WHALE - The Coast Guard Research and Development Center has assembled an  
      IATAP observation team of Coast Guard, Navy SupSalv, and NOAA representatives to  
      oversee BP testing of the skimming system on this vessel.   
• International Engagement Strategy  
      Interagency Strategic Planning (IASP) maintains country specific files on the potential for   
      Impact from the DWH pollution incident on foreign countries. To date, IASP provided briefs to  
      DOS on projections for impact to Cuba, Bahamas, and Bermuda.  Brief for Mexico is pending  
      until DOS confirms meeting participants, time, and location specifics. If the potential for impact 
      on a foreign country becomes likely, IASP will initiate notification to DOS to provide official  
      notification to the country. 
• Hurricane/Severe Weather Contingency Plan  
      Briefed S1, final draft is being completed. 
      Anticipate final approval of DWH Hurricane/Severe Weather Plans in the immediate future. 
      Follow up discussions on pre and post storm planning ongoing with DoD, FEMA, and other  
      governmental agencies 
      UAC will conduct a UAC-UIC SWCP table top exercise on 6 July.  
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      CG participation planned for Joint Chiefs of Staff SWCP Critical Mission Exercise 12.1, 14 July.
• Implementation Strategy  
      Drafted a NIC directive to guide UAC actions. Draft will be available for NIC review in the  
      immediate future. 
• Coast Guard/EPA Emergency Regulation 
      The Coast Guard and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) continue to take steps to    
      ensure that vital oil spill response equipment currently stationed throughout the country is  
      available to join the fight against BP’s leaking oil in the GOM. On 30 June, a joint Coast Guard-
      EPA temporary interim rule, was published in the Federal Register and became effective. The  
      rule  temporarily lowers timing thresholds that require identification and staging of oil spill  
      response equipment around the country in case of an oil spill—freeing up some resources for  
      deployment to the Gulf.  Essentially this means that we are temporarily reducing the time in  
      which equipment, including vessels, must be available and “at the ready” for an oil spill so that  
      we can battle the BP oil spill with an even greater force than we have already mobilized. 
• Coast Guard Safety Zone Establishment (Boom Protection) 
      The Captains of the Port for Morgan City, LA, New Orleans, LA, and Mobile, AL, under the  
      authority of the Ports and Waterways Safety Act, has established a 20-meter safety zone  
      surrounding all Deepwater Horizon booming operations and oil response efforts taking place in  
      Southeast Louisiana.  The safety zone has been put in place to protect members of the response  
      effort, the installation and maintenance of oil containment boom, the operation of response  
      equipment and protection of the environment by limiting access to and through deployed  
      protective boom.  Violation of a safety zone can result in up to a $40,000 civil penalty. Willful  
      violations may result in a class D felony.  
• Critical Resources Strategic Planning (DWH AAG 0600EDT 03 Jul)  
      At 0900EST, 01 July the Homeport Oil Skimmer Web-form was activated.  The form requests  
      information from manufacturers, vendors, and/or owners of oil skimming equipment, seeking the 
      availability of skimmers that could potentially be used for the Deepwater Horizon Response in  
      the Gulf of Mexico.  A press release is anticipated soon. 

Skimmers  
o Current total: 552  
Boom  
o Total Deployed: 2,865,426 feet  
o Total Assigned: 284,282 feet  
o Total Staged: 862,509 feet  
o Total Ordered: 780,252 feet  
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01268-EPA-5339

Al Armendariz/R6/USEPA/US 

07/03/2010 05:03 PM

To "Seth Oster", "Janet Woodka", "Adora Andy", "Richard 
Windsor", "Stan Meiburg", "Peter Silva", "Mike Shapiro"

cc "Sam Coleman"

bcc

Subject Corps denies -- Fw: News release and STRATCOM

Latest from R6 water team, on Corps denial of state request.

____________________
Al Armendariz
Regional Administrator
U.S. EPA
Region 6
armendariz.al@epa.gov
mobile: 972-467-5506

----- Original Message -----
From: William Honker
Sent: 07/03/2010 04:52 PM EDT
To: Janet Woodka; John Ettinger; Timothy Landers; Clay Miller
Cc: Al Armendariz; David Gray; "Lawrence Starfield" 
<starfield.lawrence@epa.gov>; Jane Watson; Karen McCormick; "Dawn 
Ison" <Ison.Dawn@epa.gov>
Subject: Fw: News release and STRATCOM

FYI
Bill Honker, P. E.
Deputy Director, Water Quality Protection Division
Senior Policy Advisor for Coastal Restoration
EPA Region 6
214-665-3187 office
214-551-3619 cell
Sent by EPA Wireless E-Mail Services

----- Original Message -----
From: "Lee, Alvin B COL MVN" [Alvin.B.Lee.Col@usace.army.mil]
Sent: 07/03/2010 03:44 PM EST
To: "Walsh, Michael J MG MVD" <michael.j.walsh.mg@usace.army.mil>
Cc: "Van Antwerp, Robert L LTG HQ02" 
<Robert.L.VanAntwerp.LTG@usace.army.mil>; "Darcy, Jo Ellen HQDA" 
<joellen.darcy@us.army.mil>; "Jorns, Byron G COL SAM" 
<Byron.G.Jorns@usace.army.mil>; "Stockton, Steven L HQ02" 
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<Steven.L.Stockton@usace.army.mil>; William Honker; 
<Jim_Boggs@fws.gov>; "Chris Doley" <chris.doley@noaa.gov>; 
<Miles.Croom@noaa.gov>; "Lyder, Jane" <Jane_Lyder@ios.doi.gov>; 
<  "Clark, Mark D HQ02" 
<Mark.Clark@usace.army.mil>; "Roupas, Mark OSD" 
<mark.roupas@osd.mil>; "Ormes, David" <David.T.Ormes@uscg.mil>; 
"Watson, James RADM" <James.A.Watson@uscg.mil>; "Mujica, Joaquin 
MVN" <Joaquin.Mujica@usace.army.mil>; <Edwin.M.Stanton@uscg.mil>; 
"Landry, Mary RADM" <Mary.E.Landry@uscg.mil>; "DLL-MVN-DET" 
<DLL-MVN-DET@usace.army.mil>; "Shepard, George T COL MVD" 
<George.T.Shepard@usace.army.mil>; "Durham-Aguilera, Karen L  
MVN" <Karen.L.Durham-Aguilera@usace.army.mil>; "Sinkler, Robert A 
COL MVN" <Robert.A.Sinkler.COL@usace.army.mil>; "Weston, David C 
COL SWG" <David.C.Weston@usace.army.mil>; "Roemhildt, Steven J. 
COL SAM" <Steven.J.Roemhildt.COL@usace.army.mil>
Subject: FW: News release and STRATCOM

<<JPRD Status packet July 3 Compressed.pdf>> Sir,

            

          

        

          

    

            

v/r

COL Lee

-----Original Message-----
From: Holder, Ken MVN
Sent: Saturday, July 03, 2010 2:22 PM
To: Lee, Alvin B COL MVN
Subject: News release and STRATCOM
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01268-EPA-5340

"NIC-UNIT-LDR" 
<NIC-UNIT-LDR@uscg.mil> 
Sent by: 
NIC-UNIT-LDR@uscg.mil

07/03/2010 10:43 PM

To "HQS-DG-lst-CG-00-NIC"

cc "HQS-PF-fldr-NIC HQ Situation Unit", 
"D08-DG-DEEPWATERRESPONSE-ACSITU", 
"LANTWATCH", "National Command Center", "LaBrec, 
Ronald CAPT", "O'Neil, Christopher LCDR", "McPherson, 
James CAPT", "O'Brien, Sean CDR", "Lowe, Steve CDR"

bcc

Subject NIC Bulletin: Boom Vandalism Slows Response Effort in 
Terrebonne Parish

ADM Allen,

Boom located in the marshes of Terrebonne Parish is suspected of being 
vandalized on 03JUL10. This impedes oil recovery efforts, endangers workers 
who must return to recover and replace the boom, and slows efforts to conduct 
booming operations elsewhere. In an effort to reduce boom damage, the Coast 
Guard instituted a safety zone around boom sites, and established a damaged 
boom hotline.

This is the latest information available to the NIC and updates will be 
provided as they are received. 

Very Respectfully,

LT Joyce Deptula
National Incident Command (NIC)
Situation Unit Leader
24-hour Hotline: 202-372-1710
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"HQS-PF-fldr-NIC HQ Situation 
Unit" 
<NIC-HQ-Situation-Unit@uscg. 

Sent by: 
NIC-HQ-Situation-Unit@uscg.
mil

07/04/2010 04:30 AM

To "HQS-PF-fldr-NIC HQ Situation Unit", 
"HQS-DG-LST-NIC-Situation Briefing", "Ortman, Chris", 
"dave.westerholm", "dwh.dhs", "dwh.noaa", "Bamford, 
George", "Rogers, Jim", "Joint.Staff", "kati.walsh", 
"Foresman, Lee", "Pension, Lisa", "National Command 
Center", "NGA.cat", "nga.ic.cat", "nga.smil.cat", "NOC.imo", 
"NOC SWO Restricted", "NOC SWO", "NOC.uscg", "OPS 
CAT", "OSD.Watch", "SBS-All", "tina.eichenour"

cc "HQS-PF-fldr-NIC HQ Situation Unit"

bcc

Subject NIC Situation Report 0430EDT 03JUL10

Good Morning All,

Attached is the 0430EDT NIC Situation Report.

V/R,

OSC Blair Stanifer
National Incident Command (NIC)
Situation Unit
24 hour hotline - 202-372-1710

NIC Situation Report 0430EDT 04JUL10.pdfNIC Situation Report 0430EDT 04JUL10.pdf

Release 4 - HQ-FOI-01268-12 All emails sent by "Richard Windsor" were sent by EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

National Incident Command 
 

DEEPWATER HORIZON RESPONSE 
 

DAILY SITUATION REPORT 
 

04 July 2010, 0430 EDT 
 
 
 

 

 

Produced by the National Incident Command 

Release 4 - HQ-FOI-01268-12 All emails sent by "Richard Windsor" were sent by EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson



National Incident Command 
0430EDT – 04 July 2010 
Deepwater Horizon Spill Response 

 
 

Produced by the National Incident Command 
0430EDT 04 July 2010 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

Tab A NIC Daily Situation Narrative 

Tab B NOC-Produced Senior Leadership Brief 

Tab C UAC External Affairs Governmental Affairs Daily Report 

Tab D Joint Information Center 24-hour Summary  

Tab E Loop Current  

Tab F Fisheries Status  

Tab G Current Forecast Position of Oil Slick  

Tab H Boom Situation Status Maps  

Tab I Slick Trajectory Maps 

 

 

Release 4 - HQ-FOI-01268-12 All emails sent by "Richard Windsor" were sent by EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson



0430EDT – 04 July 2010 
Deepwater Horizon Spill Response 
(Updates in 

 

Produced by the National Incident Command 
0430EDT 04 July 2010 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

RED) 

 
National Incident Commander Objectives: 

1. Establish and manage a coordinated interagency response effort to effectively employ all resources 
required to mitigate current and long term environmental and economic impacts of the incident. 

2. Engage and inform the public, stakeholders and the media, keeping them apprised of response activities 
and plans. 

3. Engage across all levels of government to develop courses of action for issues that span multiple agencies 
and departments. 

 
Unified Area Command Objectives: 

1. Ensure the safety and welfare of citizens and response personnel. 
2. Control the source of the spill. 
3. Continue to contain, recover, and dispose of spilled material. 
4. Continue to maximize use and availability of advanced source control and response technologies. 
5. Continue to maximize the protection, assessment, and response to environmentally, sensitive areas and 

wildlife risk. 
6. Ensure stakeholders, government officials, and the public are kept informed of source control and 

response actions. 
7. Minimize social, political, economic, and environmental impacts. 
8. Continue to optimize critical resource utilization and effectiveness from all agencies and organizations 

across all response areas. 
9. Ensure sustainability by conducting strategic planning to address long-range planning concerns; including 

worst case scenarios, contingencies, resources, logistics, and potential gaps. 
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Highlights of the Last Operational Period:  (UAC Exec Sum 03 Jul) 
• No controlled burns completed, 7 dispersant flights 
• Q4000 flowback in progress and stable 
• Enterprise maintained oil recovery; stable operations 
• Continued subsea dispersant injection at 8 gpm 
• DDII drilled to casing point at 13,781’ 
• DDIII drilled to 17,429’ and prepared to conduct magnetic ranging run #5 
• CDP 1 completed connection of 1350’ jumper to CDP manifold 
• CDP 2 survey completed for pile and set pile markers 
• NIC BULLETIN: Boom located in the marshes of Terrebonne Parish is suspected of being 

vandalized on 03JUL10.  In an effort to reduce boom damage, the Coast Guard instituted a safety 
zone around boom sites, and established a damaged boom hotline. (NIC Bulletin 2244EDT 03 
Jul) 

 
Weather: (NWS NHC 0230EDT 04 Jul) 

• THIS MORNING WINDS OUT OF THE SE 10-15 KT, BECOMING S LATER IN THE 
AFTERNOON.  SEAS 2 TO 4 FT.  SCATTERED SHOWERS IN THE E PORTION S OF 28N.  
TSTMS POSSIBLE IN THE EVENING. 

• MON 5th JULY. WINDS SE TO S 10 TO 15 KT.  SEAS 2 TO 4 FT. SHOWERS LIKELY. 
• TUE 6th July...SE TO S WINDS DIMINISHING TO 5 TO 10 KT...EXCEPT FAR NE 

PORTION BECOMING VARIABLE 10 KT OR LESS. SEAS 2 TO 3 FT. 
• WED 7th July...E TO SE WINDS 5 TO 10 KT. SEAS 2 TO 3 FT...EXCEPT FAR E 

PORTION BUILDING TO 3 TO 5 FT IN SE SWELL.  
 
Source Control: (HOUSTON Update 0313EDT 04 Jul) 

  0000-2359CDT 03 July Total Recovered/Flared to date: 

Vessel  OIL  GAS  OIL  GAS  

DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE  
 

17,022 bbls  37.7 million cubic 
ft of gas  

455,292 bbls  
 
*includes collection total 
for Riser Insertion Test 
Tube (RITT - 22,158 bbls) 

1031.4 million 
cubic ft of gas 
* includes collection total 
for Riser Insertion Test 
Tube (RITT – 88.4 gas)  

Q4000  8,176 bbls  19.3 million cubic 
ft of gas  

152,352 bbls  321.1 million cubic 
ft of gas  

Cumulative oil/gas 
recoverd  

25,198 bbls  57.0 million cubic 
ft of gas  

607,644 bbls  1352.5 million 
cubic ft of gas  

 
 

• DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE (DE): Lightering operations with the OVERSEAS CASCADE  
are delayed due to weather complications and are awaiting weather changes to recommence.  An 
OPS note will be drafted to allow hose handling operations to commence in 8’ seas.  The 
previous limiting factor was 5’ seas.  The current plan is to wait until the sea state calms on the 
morning of 04 July and lighter with the OVERSEAS CASCADE.  As a contingency, plans are 
being finalized to lighter with the EVI KNUTSON.  The DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE is 
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expected to reach capacity early morning on July 5th if no lightering occurs and the current 
production maintained at the current level.  There are no plans as of yet to slow production.    
Lightering ops require 24 hours for full discharge.  They continue to inject methanol at the top 
hat to prevent hydrate plugging; continue to optimize recovery.  (OIR Update 1800CDT  03 Jul; 
NIC RFI 1803EDT 03 Jul) 

• Sub-sea Dispersant: Dispersants were injected at the BOP at an average of 8 gallons per minute.  
Due to short-term dispersant application shut-downs, dispersant injection rates ranged 
throughout the period from 6.6 to 9.5 gallons per minute.  There were two application shut-
downs: one beginning at 0925 for seven minutes and the second beginning at 2252 for 72 
minutes.  (Correction to Houston Update 1818EDT 03 Jul) 

• Q4000: Oil and gas is being collected via the choke line from the BOP.  From 00:00L-23:59L 
8,299 bbls of oil was flared and 19.5 million SCF of gas was flared.  As of 23:59L the Q4000 
had flared a total of 144,176 bbls of oil and 301.8 million SCF of gas since commencement of 
operations in MC252.  (Houston Update 1200EDT 03 Jul) 

• A WHALE: which is an oil tanker that was converted to be a giant skimmer, is in the field and 
completed its testing.  Results of the test are forthcoming.  This tanker collects water and oil 
through jaws which are submerged just below the water line.  It has the potential to skim up to 1 
million bbls of oil in 15 days, this is subject to the condition of oil/water mixture. (OIR Update 
1800CDT 03 Jul) 

• Short Term Containment: Top Hat – Top Hat #4 is in place over the MC 252 BOP and 
producing oil in conjunction with ENTERPRISE.  Seas at ENTERPRISE were reported to be 4’ 
to 6’. Top Hat #3 is available, located on the mud mat.  Top Hat #10 is available, located on the 
deck of ENTERPRISE.  There are no plans to change Top Hats at this time. (Houston Update 
1200EDT 03 Jul) 

• Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 1:  Planned startup of the system and production 
of oil is now Wednesday, 07 July; delay is due to weather.  The 4000’ Free Standing Riser (FSR) 
is fully in place.   The 1,350’ flexible, CDP manifold to FSR base, installation is complete; the 
HELIX EXPRESS has landed the connection to the manifold and conducted a satisfactory leak 
test.  The 1,200’ flex hose that will attach the Junk Shot Manifold to the CDP Manifold is 
connected to the CDP manifold and has been successfully tested to 500 PSI. The BOA DEEP C 
is scheduled to move into position and attempt to attach it to the Junk Shot Manifold as soon as 
lightering is completed. This operation is being conducted within 40’ of the Discoverer 
Enterprise and cannot be conducted during lightering operations. The Quick Connect/Disconnect 
(QC/DC) buoy and clump weight were placed and it was found the hawser connecting the buoy 
to the clump weight stretched beyond calculations.  The QC/DC buoy length adjustment of the 
hawser has been completed and the buoy currently at a depth of 92’.  The QC/DC will be 
connected to the top of FSR through a 1,060’ 6” flex hose. Deployment of the 1,060’ flex hose 
will be done by the HELIX PRODUCER 1 and requires a seas state of less than 3’. (Houston 
Update 1200EDT 03 Jul) 

• Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 2:  To increase redundancy, BP will install a 
secondary subsea anchor, FSR, and float cans.  The air can and subsea anchor are complete.  
Survey for flow line and suction pile commenced today.  Suction pile installation will start 04 
July, weather permitting.  FSR 2 has been constructed and all components are staged in Port 
Fourchon.  Keel hauling of air cans for FSR2 commenced today.  Installation will commence 
once the first FSR installation is completed with startup and “first oil” anticipated OOA 19 July. 
(Houston Update 1200EDT 03 Jul) 
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• MC 252 Well Bore Capping Plan:  The transition spool and capping stack will be transferred to 
the Discoverer Inspiration today and are ready for deployment.  The flange splitter system SIT 
testing is complete and will be transported to scene and pre deployed to sea bed 04 July.  
Machining on the “latch cap” contingency system continues.  The Single Valve Manifold is 
nearing completion with an expected shipping date of 03 July.  The flex joint straightening tool 
has decreased the flex joint angle by 1o.  Operations to straighten the deflection will continue. 
(Houston Update 1200EST  03 Jul) 

• Subsea Tie-In: As the containment fleet continues to expand to capture flow from the Macondo 
well, BP is initiating a plan to tie Macondo into nearby depleted wells. This will allow Macondo 
flow to be redirected.  If there is a hurricane that halts surface containment operations before a 
relief well can be complete, then a hurricane-safe containment/storage option may partially 
capture the flow until the hurricane passes and containment ops can be restarted. (Houston 
Update 1200EDT 03 Jul) 

• Rigel: The ENI operated Rigel well (nearly depleted gas well) is approximately 2 miles from 
Macondo.  After installation of the pressure containing cap on the BOP, it may be possible to tie 
in to the depleted Rigel well and inject some oil into the reservoir via the CDP manifold.  Survey 
work and laying of mudmats commenced today and construction is estimated to start on 17 July. 
Department of the Interior approved the option to plan for installation of this equipment.  All 
hardware has been obtained to allow execution of this option.  (Houston Update 1200EDT 03Jul) 

• Na Kika: The BP operated Na Kika flow loop is approximately 12 miles from Macondo.  After 
installation of the pressure containing cap, it may be possible to tie in to the flow loop and 
produce the oil back to the Na Kika facility.  During hurricane evacuation, it may be possible to 
inject some oil into reservoirs that Na Kika is already producing off of.  All hardware has been 
obtained to allow execution of this option. This option could be a long term production solution 
as well. (Houston Update 1200EDT 03 Jul) 
 

• Relief Well Data: (Houston Update 1200EDT 03 Jul) 

 
Total Drill Depth 
(MD=measured  or total 
drilled depth in feet) 

Day # of Est. 
Completion Days 

Comments  

DD-II  13,873’ 37 of 104 (36 %)  T-Time 110 hrs; 
 Drilling of relief wells are 
not expected to be impacted 
by high sea state 

DD-III  17,630' 61 of 104 (59%) T-Time 111 hrs; 
Drilling of relief wells are 
not expected to be impacted 
by high sea state 

 
• DD-II: 2nd Relief Well – DD2 is at a depth of 13,873’ (8,555’ below the sea floor).  DD2 is 

stopped to run 13 5/8” casing.  From 04-07 July, DD2 will conduct cementing, drill through, and 
the Leak Off Test.  (OIR Update 1800CDT 03 Jul) 

• DD-III: 1st Relief Well – DD3 is at a depth of 17,630’ (12,187’ below the sea floor) and 
commenced ranging run #5. Estimated time to complete all ranging is 5 days which will be 
followed by 5 days of drilling for the 9 5/8” casing run to a depth of 17,600’. ETA to depth of 
17,600’ is 03 July.  DD3 will stop drilling at a depth of 17,874’ (100’ from penetration). (OIR 
Update 1800CDT 03 Jul) 
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(Houston Source Control Vessels 03 Jul; OIR Update 1800CDT 03 Jul)  
Name  Flag  Status/Location  Current Function  Comments 
Q4000  United 

States  
On Scene  Containment  

Continues to recover production and flare 
gas.  

T-Time 69 
hours 
Operations may 
conintue in sea 

states < 12’  
DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE  

Marshall 
Islands  

On Scene  Containment  
Continues to recover production, flare gas, 
and store oil.  

T-Time 114 
hours 
Operations may 
conintue in sea 

states < 12’  

HELIX PRODUCER I  Bahamas  At staging area  Oil Production  
Landed and latched the 1350’ jumper to 
the CDP manifold, next steps are to test 
the connection.  Marker buoys for the 
suction pile on the 2nd free standing riser 
have been set.  

Critical hook up 
operations 
possible only in 
sea states < 3-4’  
Start up to 
commence after 
02 July when 
seas calm. 
Weather still 
affecting 
operations.

LOCH RANNOCH  United 
Kingdom  

Anchored staging 
area  

Shuttle Tanker  
Will transfer oil from the HELIX 
PRODUCER  

Capacity is 
1,000,000 
bbls (40 
days on 
station)  

DISCOVERER 
CLEAR LEADER  

Marshall 
Islands  

Anchored  Containment 
Will recover production 

Awaiting 
equipment  

SKANDI NEPTUNE Norway On-scene ROV operations Applying 
subsea 
dispersants 
around the 
BOP stack. 

MASSACHUSETTS  United 
States  

On-scene  Shuttle Tank Barge  
Transfers oil from the DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE  

Will be 
decontaminated 
at the LOOP 
and will 
proceed to 
Texas City, TX 
to offload.  

EVI KNUTSEN  Norway  On-scene  Shuttle Tanker  
Conducting DP trials  

 

NAVION FENNIA  Bahamas  ETA to GoM 03 
July  

Shuttle Tanker  
Will transfer oil from the HELIX 
PRODUCER and the TOISA PISCES  

Inspection 
completed, 
CoC issued  

SEILLEAN  Panama  En-route to Port of 
Spain, Trinidad. ETA 09 
July. 

Containment  
Will recover production  

Planning for 
inspection and 
retrofit in Port 
of Spain. 

OVERSEAS 
CASCADE  

United 
States  

On-scene Transfers oil from the DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE 

 

TOISA PISCES  Liberia  Corpus Christi, TX. 
Departure date for 
MC252 is 10 July. 

Undergoing modification  
Will attach to the CDP-2 free standing 
riser to process oil  

Expected to 
return to yard 
5 Jul, undergo 
modification 
and depart for 
MC252 10 
Jul.  
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SEACOR RIGOROUS  United 
States  

At staging area   With transfer hose that will be used 
between HELIX PRODUCER & LOCH 
RANNOCH  

  

LA CHEVAL  United 
States  

At staging area  With transfer hose that will be used 
between HELIX PRODUCER & LOCH 
RANNOCH  

  

A WHALE Taiwan On-scene Containment; converted to a giant 
skimmer 

Undergoing 
tests 

 
International Offers of Assistance: As of 02 July, the NIC has received 114 offers from 42 countries, 4 
International Organizations. 

•  Govt-Govt: 64 offers, 22 countries, 4 International Organizations 
° 41 offers were for critical resources, 11 are for skimmers. 
° 35 govt-govt offers have been accepted to date. 
° 1 offer of a Transrec-150 Skimmer accepted from an International Organization (EMSA) 
° 1 new offer received from Taiwan 
° Accepted 1 offer of fire boom from China 

• Govt Facilitated and Private: 50 offers, 26 countries 
° 27 offers were government facilitated 
° 23 offers were from private companies 
° 28 offers were for critical resources, 7 are for skimmers 
° 7 have already been accepted 

Clean-Up/Response Operations Shoreside: (DWH AAG 0600 03 Jul)  
 LA MS AL FL TOTAL 

Current Miles of 
Shoreline Impact 

257.6 62.2 51.3 72.82 443.92 

People Assigned 1,810 2,202 3,930 3,009 10,951 

 
Safety/Personnel Casualties:  NSTR 
  

   Environmental Impact:  
• No in-situ burning will occur until at least 06 July due to expected weather conditions & Pending 

Litigation.  
• Environmental groups are seeking a temporary restraining order to enjoin the UAC from 

conducting in-situ burning operations under the theory that activity harms sea turtles and 
therefore violates the Endangered Species Act (ESA). The environmental groups and UAC 
attorneys (CG/DOJ/BP) have agreed to continue negotiating in lieu of litigation. (NIC Bulletin 
0935EDT 03 Jul) 

• TX: NSTR(DWH AAG 0600EDT 03 Jul)  
• LA:  Skimming operations were haulted due to sea state. Branches are preparing resources for 

rapid response to likely oiling in several locations from St. Bernard Parish to Grand Isle. 
Continued operations throughout Barataria Bay, South Pass and Grand Terre. Most branches on 
weather stand down. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 03 Jul) 
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• MS:  TF#5 continued surveillance and skimming ops North of Horn Island. Three VOO task 
forces were underway conducting training in Mississippi Sound. Task Forces conducted 
maintenance and reviewed hazardous weather and operational plans during down time. DWH 
AAG 0600EDT 03 Jul) 

• AL:  Resumed beach cleaning from Fort Morgan to Orange Beach. Responded to heavy tarbalkl 
impact on Pelican Island. Interagency discussions took place to resolve boat restriction issues in 
West Grand Bay; use of airboats was temporarily allowed for today in order to repair boom in 
shallow waters. Conducted skimming operations around Dauphin Island. Launched additional 
VOO task force to protect Alabama waters. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 03 Jul) 

• FL: Continued mechanical and manual cleanup on Pensacola Pier and Fort Pickens. Conducted 
manual cleanups in Okaloosa, Walton and Bay Counties. Responded to reports of light to 
moderate tarball impact in Walton County from Miramar Beach east to Dune Allen Beach and 
points west to the county line. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 03 Jul) 

Port/Waterway Economic Impact:  
• All ports remain open, including the Louisiana Offshore Oil Port (LOOP).  
• Decontamination Activities: 

02 Commercial tugs and barges required DECON. (Exec Sum 1028EDT 01 Jul)  
• 80,228 sq mi (33%) of Gulf Federal waters are closed to fishing. (NOAA 28 June)  

 
Equipment & Resources Assigned: (DWH AAG 0600EDT 03 Jul) 

 LA MS AL FL DRILL SITE Totals 

VOO 757 803 1145 499 0 3,204 

Barges 456 69 75 29 0 629 

Other 
(Command & 
Control, Boom 

Tending, Other) 

1,350 302 500 247 24 2,426 

Skimmers, 
Inshore 

333 333 

Skimmers, 
Offshore 

60 60 

Skimmers, 
Nearshore 

159 159 

Fixed Wing 36 36 

Helo 78 78 

Total 2,563 1,174 1,720 775 24 6,259 
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Financial Update: (NPFC Executive Financial Summary Report 03 Jul)  
OSLTF Emergency Fund Remaining  $31,543,260.69  

Fed Project Ceiling  $359,500,000.00  

Obligated funds to Date  $243,531,000.76  

Fed project Ceiling Remaining  $115,968,999.24  

 
BP Claims Summary: (BP Dashboard Report 02 Jul) Not reported on weekends. 

• Total Number of Claims: 92,038  
• Total Amount Disbursed: $143,969,178  
• Number of Claims Denied: 0  
• Number of Checks Disbursed: 45,458 

 
BP Claims Call Center Statistics: (BP Dashboard 02 Jul) Not reported on weekends. 

• Calls Received: 1790  
• Wait Time: 6 seconds current figures not listed 
• Calls abandoned: 19 (1%) current figures not listed 
• Non-Claims related calls: 623 current figures not listed 
• Call operator dedicated hours: 1,153 hours current figures not listed 
• Call operators: 171  
• Checks written: 1,683 
• Cumulative Checks written: 45,458  
• Managers/adjusters in field: 950 
• Claim Centers: 35 

 
Future Plans (Next 24-48 hours): (UAC Exec Sum 03 Jul)  

• Continue sub-sea dispersant; monitor pressure 
• Optimize flow back to the Enterprise; conduct lightering operations 
• Q4000 maintain flowback and flaring operations 
• DDII: run and cement casing 
• DDIII: complete magnetic ranging run #5 and drill ahead 
• CDP 1: conduct pressure test of 1350’ jumper and connect hydraulic line to Blue Pod 
• CDP 2: complete pre-lay survey for flowlines and install suction pile 
•  

NIC Strategic Efforts: 
• FRTG Flow Rate Analysis  
      This improved estimate is based on more and better data that is available after the riser cut data     
      which helps increase the scientific confidence in the accuracy of the estimate.  As the  
      Government continues to collect additional data and refine these estimates, it is important to  
      realize that the numbers can change.  In particular, because the upper number is less certain, it is  
      important to plan for the upper estimate plus additional contingencies immediately.  The most  
      likely flow rate of oil is between 35,000 and 60,000 barrels per day. 
• Interagency Alternative Technology Assessment Program (IATAP) 
      M/V A WHALE - The Coast Guard Research and Development Center has assembled an  
      IATAP observation team of Coast Guard, Navy SupSalv, and NOAA representatives to  
      oversee BP testing of the skimming system on this vessel.   
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• International Engagement Strategy  
      Interagency Strategic Planning (IASP) maintains country specific files on the potential for   
      Impact from the DWH pollution incident on foreign countries. To date, IASP provided briefs to  
      DOS on projections for impact to Cuba, Bahamas, and Bermuda.  Brief for Mexico is pending  
      until DOS confirms meeting participants, time, and location specifics. If the potential for impact 
      on a foreign country becomes likely, IASP will initiate notification to DOS to provide official  
      notification to the country. 
• Hurricane/Severe Weather Contingency Plan  
      Briefed S1, final draft is being completed. 
      Anticipate final approval of DWH Hurricane/Severe Weather Plans in the immediate future. 
      Follow up discussions on pre and post storm planning ongoing with DoD, FEMA, and other  
      governmental agencies.  UAC will conduct a UAC-UIC SWCP table top exercise on 6 July.  
      CG participation planned for Joint Chiefs of Staff SWCP Critical Mission Exercise 12.1, 14 July.
• Implementation Strategy  
      Drafted a NIC directive to guide UAC actions. Draft will be available for NIC review in the  
      immediate future. 
• Coast Guard/EPA Emergency Regulation 
      The Coast Guard and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) continue to take steps to    
      ensure that vital oil spill response equipment currently stationed throughout the country is  
      available to join the fight against BP’s leaking oil in the GOM. On 30 June, a joint Coast Guard-
      EPA temporary interim rule, was published in the Federal Register and became effective. The  
      rule  temporarily lowers timing thresholds that require identification and staging of oil spill  
      response equipment around the country in case of an oil spill—freeing up some resources for  
      deployment to the Gulf.  Essentially this means that we are temporarily reducing the time in  
      which equipment, including vessels, must be available and “at the ready” for an oil spill so that  
      we can battle the BP oil spill with an even greater force than we have already mobilized. 
• Coast Guard Safety Zone Establishment (Boom Protection) 
      The Captains of the Port for Morgan City, LA, New Orleans, LA, and Mobile, AL, under the  
      authority of the Ports and Waterways Safety Act, has established a 20-meter safety zone  
      surrounding all Deepwater Horizon booming operations and oil response efforts taking place in  
      Southeast Louisiana.  The safety zone has been put in place to protect members of the response  
      effort, the installation and maintenance of oil containment boom, the operation of response  
      equipment and protection of the environment by limiting access to and through deployed  
      protective boom.  Violation of a safety zone can result in up to a $40,000 civil penalty. Willful  
      violations may result in a class D felony.  
• Critical Resources Strategic Planning (DWH AAG 0600EDT 03 Jul)  
      At 0900EST, 01 July the Homeport Oil Skimmer Web-form was activated.  The form requests  
      information from manufacturers, vendors, and/or owners of oil skimming equipment, seeking the 
      availability of skimmers that could potentially be used for the Deepwater Horizon Response in  
      the Gulf of Mexico.  A press release is anticipated soon. 

Skimmers  
o Current total: 552  
Boom  
o Total Deployed: 2,865,426 feet  
o Total Assigned: 284,282 feet  
o Total Staged: 862,509 feet  
o Total Ordered: 780,252 feet  
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NOC-PRODUCED SENIOR LEADERSHIP BRIEF 

 
1800EDT 03 July 2010 
Updates in bold blue 
 
Secretary of Homeland Security Priorities 
• Ensure Responsible Party (RP) is doing everything it can to stop the oil leak. 
• Ensure all capabilities (government, private, and commercial) and resources are being leveraged to 

protect the environment and facilitate a rapid, robust cleanup effort. 
• Ensure every effort is being made to include and inform the local communities in support of 

response operations. 
  
Current Situation 
• Oil Stoppage  

ο Lower Marine Riser Package (LMRP) TOP HAT 
 During initial set-up of ENTERPRISE / CASCADE lightering operations this 

morning, a hawser line (a steel cable used for towing ships) parted due to rough 
seas; conditions were determined not suitable for lightering operations. 

• Current weather forecasts do not indicate favorable on-scene conditions 
at any point for 3 July; if unable to offload any product, ENTERPRISE 
will reach capacity by 2359 EDT 4 July. 

• On-scene managers are currently working on contingency plans for 
offloading if the weather does not change.  (NIC) 

 Seas at ENTERPRISE are 5 – 6 feet which is causing a 4 – 6 inch wobble of 
TOP HAT; no impact to containment operations.  (NIC) 

• Methanol injections continue at the TOP HAT to prevent hydrate plugging. 
• TOP HATs # 3 and # 10 are available, if needed. 
• There are no plans to change TOP HATs at this time. (Houston Update) 

 Oil and gas flowing from TOP HAT to ENTERPRISE and Q-4000 (NIC) 
• Cumulative oil/gas recovered/flared 2 July: 25,291 barrels of oil and 56.9 

million cubic ft of gas. 
• Total oil/gas recovered/flared to date: 582,446 barrels of oil and 1295.5 

million cubic ft of gas.  
ο Long Term Containment and Disposal Project (CDP) 

 CDP-1:  Estimated startup 7 July. (NIC) 
• The 1350-foot flexible jumper, CDP manifold to the 4000-foot Free 

Standing Riser (FSR) base installation is complete. 
• HELIX EXPRESS landed the connection to the manifold and conducted 

a satisfactory leak test. 
 

 CDP-2:  Estimated startup 15 July. (NIC) 
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• Keel hauling of air cans for the FSR commenced today; installation will 
commence once the first FSR installation is complete with startup, which is 
scheduled for 19 July. 

 Subsea Tie-In: 
• As the containment fleet expands to capture flow from the Macondo Well, 

RP is initiating a plan tie it into 2 nearby depleted wells. 
• The Eni-operated Rigel Well (approximately 120 miles southeast of New 

Orleans, LA) is approximately 2 miles from Macondo; oil may be able to be 
injected into this nearly-depleted gas well via the CDP manifold. 

• The RP-operated Na Kika Flow Loop is approximately 12 miles from 
Macondo; the possibility exists to tie into the flow loop and produce the oil 
back to the Na Kika facility (a field in the Gulf of Mexico approximately 
140 miles southeast of New Orleans, LA). 

ο Relief Wells 
 Drill Rig DDIII (first relief well) conducting relief well operations; drill depth 

12,197 ft below sea floor (17,446 ft below drill floor). (NIC) 
o 5 ranging run / position surveys remain.  

 Drill Rig DDII (second relief well) conducting relief well operations; drill depth 
8,655 ft below sea floor (13,873 ft below drill floor). (NIC) 

ο Three Ram Capping Stack  
 Capping stack and transition spool will be loaded onto the DIONNE CHOUEST for 

delivery to the operations area 3 July. (NIC) 
 
• Oil Flow 

ο Flow Rate Technical Group (FRTG) estimates oil flow rate is 35,000 - 60,000 barrels per 
day. (JIC) 

ο FRTG estimates total oil released as of 2 July is between 2.6 million and 4.4 million 
barrels. (NIC) 

 
• Oil Landfall  

ο Current amount of landfall impacted: 443.92 miles. (NIC) 
ο LA: (NIC) 

 Branches are preparing resources for rapid response to likely oiling in several 
locations from St. Bernard Parish to Grand Isle. 

ο MS: (NIC) 
 Task Force #5 continues surveillance and skimming operations north of Horn 

Island. 
 Three Vessels of Opportunity (VOO) task forces are underway conducting training 

in Mississippi Sound. 
ο AL: (NIC) 

 Interagency discussions took place to resolve boat restriction issues in West Grand 
Bay; use of airboats is temporarily allowed for today in order to repair boom in 
shallow waters. 

 Conducted skimming operations around Dauphin Island. 
 Launched additional VOO Task Force to protect waters. 
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ο FL: (NIC) 
 Responded to reports of light to moderate tarball impact in Walton County from 

Miramar Beach east to Dune Allen Beach and points west to the county line. 
 
• Operations 

ο No In Situ Burns (ISB) conducted 2 July. (NIC) 
 No ISBs will occur until at least 6 July due to expected weather conditions and 

pending litigation. 
• Environmental groups are seeking a temporary restraining order to 

stop the UAC from conducting ISBs, theorizing ISBs harm sea turtles 
and violate the Endangered Species Act. 

ο Booming/skimming operations continue, weather permitting. (NIC) 
 Oily water mixture recovered to date: 671,531 barrels. (NIC At-A-Glance) 

ο A WHALE (oil tanker converted into a large skimmer) is in the field and undergoing tests. 
 A WHALE collects water and oil through jaws which are submerged below the 

waterline. 
 It has the potential to skim up to 1 million barrels of oil in 15 days (subject to the 

condition of oil/water mixture). 
 
• Health Concerns 

ο As of 2 July, the American Association of Poison Control Centers reported 547 exposure 
calls associated with the Gulf Oil spill; most exposures were from inhalation, with skin 
exposure also common.  (OHA) 

ο Respirators will be provided to response workers engaged in source control and oil burning 
activities as part of a comprehensive respiratory protection program. (NIC)  

ο Heat stress remains the primary concern for response workers. (OHA) 
 
• Dispersants 

ο 7 aerial dispersant sorties flown 2 July. (NIC) 
 13,305 gallons of aerial/surface dispersants applied on 2 July.  (NIC At-A-Glance) 

ο Subsea dispersant use continues at a rate of 10 gallons per minute. (NIC) 
 11,505 gallons of subsea dispersants applied on 2 July.  (NIC At-A-Glance) 

 
• Shipping Channels/Ports 

ο All shipping channels/ports remain open in the Gulf Coast Region. (USCG)  
ο To date, a total of 6 vessels have required decontamination. (NIC) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
• Assets on Scene:  

ο Personnel: 44,390 (NIC At-A-Glance) 
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ο Boom deployed: 2,865,426 ft (NIC) 
ο Dispersant to date: 1,676,940 gals (1,064,464 surface/612,476 subsea) (NIC) 
ο Total vessels assigned: 6,145 (NIC) 
ο Fixed-wing aircraft: 36 (NIC) 
ο Helicopters: 78 (NIC) 

 
Federal Agencies/Departments 
• U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) 

ο Continuing incident coordination and response activities. 
 
• Customs and Border Protection (CBP) 

ο Providing flight advisory information to aircraft participating in disaster response and video 
to track oil plume movement; aircraft mission-hours to date: 921. 

 
• Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

ο Supporting NIC activities and Federal On-Scene Coordinator. 
 
• Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

ο Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service providing wildlife recovery services. 
 
• Department of Defense (DoD) 

ο AL National Guard Bureau 
 Providing aerial support 
 Military Police providing security for Baldwin and Mobile staging sites. 

ο MS National Guard Bureau 
 RC-26 conducting area overflights to provide imagery for the Unified Commend 

and the four coastal states operational plan. 
 UH-72 conducting recon of MS waters, booms, and direct vessels to suspected areas 

for sampling / skimming operations. 
ο US Army Corps of Engineers overseeing berm projects in AL and LA.   

 
• Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

ο Continuing to sample air, water, sediment, and waste. 
 
• Health and Human Services (HHS) 

ο FDA South East Region inspected 206 primary seafood processing firms in Alabama, 
Florida, Louisiana, and Mississippi for limited Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points. 

 
• Department of the Interior (DOI) 

ο White House is hosting weekly conference calls for Native American outreach with 
representatives from Federally- and non-Federally recognized tribes. 
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• National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
ο Cloudiness and thunderstorms associated with a non-tropical low, located 

approximately 165 miles southeast of the mouth of the Mississippi River, have 
increased today. 

 Expected to continue moving slowly on a generally westward track. 
 Strong upper-level winds are currently inhibiting cyclonic development; 

however a small relaxation of these winds could result in better storm 
development. 

 There is a low (20 percent) chance of this system becoming a tropical or 
subtropical cyclone during the next 48 hours. 

ο Weather forecast:  
 Sat, 3 July:  East winds 20 knots; seas 5 – 6 ft. and Rough. 
 Sun, 4 July: East winds 14 – 19 knots; seas 5 ft. and Rough. 
 Mon, 5 July: South winds 14 – 16 knots; seas 3 ft. and Choppy. 

 
• Department of Energy (DOE) 

ο Assisting Unified Command and supporting the Interagency Solutions Group. 
 
Critical Infrastructure Key Resources (CIKR) 
• National Infrastructure Coordinating Center (NICC) 

ο Continuing to monitor CIKR. 
 
State and Local Agencies  
• AL, FL, LA, MS and TX are communicating with DHS daily. 
 
International Offers of Assistance 
• As of 2 July, the NIC has received 114 offers from 42 countries and 4 international organizations. 

ο 35 government-to-government offers have been accepted to date. 
 1 new offer received from Taiwan. 
 Accepted one offer of fire boom from China. 

 
National Operations Center 
• Current Posture: Phase 2 – Concern; Crisis Action Team activated. 
• The next SLB is scheduled for 0600 EDT 4 July. 
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JOINT INFORMATION CENTER 
24-HOUR SUMMARY 

 

UPDATED July 3, 2010 7 PM 

 

PAST 24 HOURS 

 

Administrator Jackson Continues Her Sixth Visit to the Gulf Coast 

In her sixth visit to the Gulf Coast, Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Lisa Jackson 

today traveled to Florida to inspect the ongoing response to the BP oil spill. She visited Pensacola, 

Fla., to oversee beach cleanup operations and later met with EPA scientists in Gulf Breeze, Fla., to be 

briefed on ongoing dispersant testing. She also attended a meeting with local elected leaders, public 

health officials and other community representatives at the EPA’s Gulf Breeze Lab—to address 

concerns about the short- and long-term environmental impacts of the spill. 

The EPA continues to monitor air, water and sediment quality in the Gulf of Mexico and test the 

impacts of chemical dispersants. For more information on the testing results, click here. 

 

Shoreline Cleanup Operations Continue Along Gulf Coast 

While some offshore mitigation efforts such as skimming and controlled burns have been restricted or 

halted due to elevated sea states from Hurricane Alex, shoreline cleanup operations continue in places 

where oil has come ashore. 

Shoreline cleanup assessment teams monitor beaches and marshlands to identify impacted shoreline 

and determine the appropriate technique to remove the oil—taking into account various factors, such 

as the amount oil, its viscosity, and the environmental sensitivity of the impacted area. In some cases, 

the oil can be removed mechanically; at other times, teams of workers are the best method. In certain 

environmentally sensitive areas, cleanup operations can do more harm than good. 

 

BP Continues to Optimize Oil Recovery Rates from its Leaking Well 

Under the direction of the federal government, BP continues to capture some oil and burn gas at the 

surface using its containment dome technique—collecting oil aboard the Discoverer Enterprise, which 

is linked by a fixed riser pipe to the wellhead, and flaring off additional oil and gas on the Q4000, 

which is connected to the choke line. The collection capacity is expected to increase to an estimated 

53,000 barrels per day once the third vessel, the Helix Producer, begins bringing additional oil up 

through the kill line—a redundancy measure also taken at the administration’s direction. 
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Progress Continues in Drilling Relief Wells; Ranging Process Continues  

The drilling of relief wells continues and has not been interrupted by elevated sea states. 

The Development Driller III has drilled the first relief well to a depth of approximately 17,400 feet 

below the Gulf surface. The Development Driller II has drilled the second relief well—a redundancy 

measure taken at the direction of the administration—to a depth of more than 13,800 feet below the 

surface. BP continues the “ranging” process—which involves periodically withdrawing the drill pipe 

and sending an electrical signal down to determine how close they are getting to the wellbore. 

 

By the Numbers to Date: 
• The administration has authorized the deployment of 17,500 National Guard troops from Gulf Coast 

states to respond to this crisis; currently, 1,577 are active.  

• Approximately 44,300 personnel are currently responding to protect the shoreline and wildlife and 
cleanup vital coastlines.  

• More than 6,900 vessels are currently responding on site, including skimmers, tugs, barges, and 
recovery vessels to assist in containment and cleanup efforts—in addition to dozens of aircraft, 
remotely operated vehicles, and multiple mobile offshore drilling units.  

• Approximately 2.87 million feet of containment boom and 5.09 million feet of sorbent boom have 
been deployed to contain the spill—and approximately 863,000 feet of containment boom and 2.36 
million feet of sorbent boom are available.  

• More than 28.2 million gallons of an oil-water mix have been recovered.  

• Approximately 1.67 million gallons of total dispersant have been applied—1.06 million on the surface 
and 612,000 sub-sea. More than 451,000 gallons are available.   

• 275 controlled burns have been conducted, efficiently removing a total of approximately 10 million 
gallons of oil from the open water in an effort to protect shoreline and wildlife. Because calculations 
on the volume of oil burned can take more than 48 hours, the reported total volume may not reflect the 
most recent controlled burns.   

• 17 staging areas are in place to protect sensitive shorelines.  

• Approximately 444 miles of Gulf Coast shoreline is currently oiled—approximately 258 miles in 
Louisiana, 62 miles in Mississippi, 51 miles in Alabama, and 73 miles in Florida. These numbers 
reflect a daily snapshot of shoreline currently experiencing impacts from oil so that planning and field 
operations can more quickly respond to new impacts; they do not include cumulative impacts to date, 
or shoreline that has already been cleared.  

• imately 80,228 square miles of Gulf of Mexico federal waters remain closed to fishing in orderApprox  
to balance economic and public health concerns. More than 66 percent remains open. Details can be 
found at http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/.  
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• , the administration has leveraged assets and skills from numerous foreign countries and To date
international organizations as part of this historic, all-hands-on-deck response, including Belgium, 
Canada, China, France, Germany, Japan, Kenya, Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, Qatar, Russia, Spain, 
United Kingdom, Tunisia the United Nations’ International Maritime Organization and the European 
Union's Monitoring and Information Centre.  
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01268-EPA-5342

"HQS-PF-fldr-NIC HQ Situation 
Unit" 
<NIC-HQ-Situation-Unit@uscg. 

Sent by: 
NIC-HQ-Situation-Unit@uscg.
mil

07/04/2010 06:27 AM

To "HQS-PF-fldr-NIC HQ Situation Unit", 
"HQS-DG-LST-NIC-Situation Briefing", "Ortman, Chris", 
"dave.westerholm", "dwh.dhs", "dwh.noaa", "Bamford, 
George", "Rogers, Jim", "Joint.Staff", "kati.walsh", 
"Foresman, Lee", "Pension, Lisa", "National Command 
Center", "NGA.cat", "nga.ic.cat", "nga.smil.cat", "NOC.imo", 
"NOC SWO Restricted", "NOC SWO", "NOC.uscg", "OPS 
CAT", "OSD.Watch", "SBS-All", "tina.eichenour"

cc "HQS-PF-fldr-NIC HQ Situation Unit"

bcc

Subject National Incident Commander 0630EDT 04JUL10 Briefing

Good Morning All,

Please find the attached Situation Briefing that has been prepared by the NIC 
Situation Unit current as of 0630EDT today.  Please see attached for full 
report.

Highlighted bullets:

•  NIC BULLETIN: Boom located in the marshes of Terrebonne Parish is 
suspected of being vandalized on 03JUL10.  In an effort to reduce boom damage, 

 the Coast Guard instituted a safety zone around boom sites, and 
established a damaged boom hotline. (NIC Bulletin 2244EDT 03 Jul)

•  THIS MORNING WINDS OUT OF THE SE 10-15 KT, BECOMING S LATER IN 
THE AFTERNOON.  SEAS 2 TO 4 FT.  SCATTERED SHOWERS IN THE E PORTION S OF 28N.  
TSTMS  POSSIBLE IN THE EVENING.

•  MON 5th JULY. WINDS SE TO S 10 TO 15 KT.  SEAS 2 TO 4 FT. SHOWERS 
LIKELY.

•  TUE 6th July...SE TO S WINDS DIMINISHING TO 5 TO 10 KT...EXCEPT 
FAR NE

 PORTION BECOMING VARIABLE 10 KT OR LESS. SEAS 2 TO 3 FT.

•  WED 7th July...E TO SE WINDS 5 TO 10 KT. SEAS 2 TO 3 FT...EXCEPT 
FAR E

 PORTION BUILDING TO 3 TO 5 FT IN SE SWELL.

 Total recovery for July 3nd 00:00 to July 4th 00:00 was: 25,198 
bbls oil & 57.0 MMCF gas.  Of the oil, 17,022 bbls was stored on the 
Enterprise
      and 8,176 bbls was burned on the Q4000.  Of the gas, 37.7 MMCF 
was flared on the Enterprise and 19.3 MMCF was flared on the Q4000

•  DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE (DE): Lightering operations with the 
OVERSEAS CASCADE  are delayed due to weather complications and are awaiting 
weather  changes to recommence.  An OPS note will be drafted to 
allow hose handling operations to commence in 8’ seas.  The previous limiting 
factor was 5’  seas.  The current plan is to wait until the sea 
state calms on the morning of 04 July and lighter with the OVERSEAS CASCADE.  
As a contingency,  plans are being finalized to lighter with the 
EVI KNUTSON.  The DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE is expected to reach capacity early 
morning on July 5th if no  lightering occurs and the current 
production maintained at the current level.  There are no plans as of yet to 
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slow production.   
 Lightering ops require 24 hours for full discharge.  They 

continue to inject methanol at the top hat to prevent hydrate plugging; 
continue to  optimize recovery.  (OIR Update 1800CDT  03 Jul; NIC 
RFI 1803EDT 03 Jul)

•  Sub-sea Dispersant: Dispersants were injected at the BOP at an 
average of 8 gallons per minute.  Due to short-term dispersant application 
shut-  downs, dispersant injection rates ranged throughout the period 
from 6.6 to 9.5 gallons per minute.  There were two application shut-downs: 
one  beginning at 0925 for seven minutes and the second beginning at 
2252 for 72 minutes.  (Correction to Houston Update 1818EDT 03 Jul)

•  A WHALE: which is an oil tanker that was converted to be a giant 
skimmer, is in the field and has completed its testing.  Results of the test 
are  forthcoming.  This tanker collects water and oil through jaws 
which are submerged just below the water line.  It has the potential to skim 
up to 1  million bbls of oil in 15 days, this is subject to the 
condition of oil/water mixture. (OIR Update 1800CDT 03 Jul)

•  DD-II: 2nd Relief Well – DD2 is at a depth of 13,873’ (8,555’ 
below the sea floor).  DD2 is stopped to run 13 5/8” casing.  From 04-07 July, 
DD2  will conduct cementing, drill through, and the Leak Off Test.  
(OIR Update 1800CDT 03 Jul)

•  DD-III: 1st Relief Well – DD3 is at a depth of 17,630’ (12,187’ 
below the sea floor) and commenced ranging run #5. Estimated time to complete 
all  ranging is 5 days which will be followed by 5 days of drilling 
for the 9 5/8” casing run to a depth of 17,600’. ETA to depth of 17,600’ is 03 
July.   DD3 will stop drilling at a depth of 17,874’ (100’ from 
penetration). (OIR Update 1800CDT 03 Jul)

V/R,

OSC Blair Stanifer
National Incident Command (NIC)
Situation Unit
24 hour hotline - 202-372-1710

NIC Flag Brief 0630EDT 04JUL10.pdfNIC Flag Brief 0630EDT 04JUL10.pdf
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National Incident Commander Objectives: 

1. Establish and manage a coordinated interagency response effort to effectively employ all resources 
required to mitigate current and long term environmental and economic impacts of the incident. 

2. Engage and inform the public, stakeholders and the media, keeping them apprised of response activities 
and plans. 

3. Engage across all levels of government to develop courses of action for issues that span multiple agencies 
and departments. 

 
Unified Area Command Objectives: 

1. Ensure the safety and welfare of citizens and response personnel. 
2. Control the source of the spill. 
3. Continue to contain, recover, and dispose of spilled material. 
4. Continue to maximize use and availability of advanced source control and response technologies. 
5. Continue to maximize the protection, assessment, and response to environmentally, sensitive areas and 

wildlife risk. 
6. Ensure stakeholders, government officials, and the public are kept informed of source control and 

response actions. 
7. Minimize social, political, economic, and environmental impacts. 
8. Continue to optimize critical resource utilization and effectiveness from all agencies and organizations 

across all response areas. 
9. Ensure sustainability by conducting strategic planning to address long-range planning concerns; including 

worst case scenarios, contingencies, resources, logistics, and potential gaps. 
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Highlights of the Last Operational Period:  (UAC Exec Sum 03 Jul) 
• No controlled burns completed, 7 dispersant flights 
• Q4000 flowback in progress and stable 
• Enterprise maintained oil recovery; stable operations 
• Continued subsea dispersant injection at 8 gpm 
• DDII drilled to casing point at 13,781’ 
• DDIII drilled to 17,429’ and prepared to conduct magnetic ranging run #5 
• CDP 1 completed connection of 1350’ jumper to CDP manifold 
• CDP 2 survey completed for pile and set pile markers 
• NIC BULLETIN: Boom located in the marshes of Terrebonne Parish is suspected of being 

vandalized on 03JUL10.  In an effort to reduce boom damage, the Coast Guard instituted a safety 
zone around boom sites, and established a damaged boom hotline. (NIC Bulletin 2244EDT 03 
Jul) 

 
Weather: (NWS NHC 0230EDT 04 Jul) 

• THIS MORNING WINDS OUT OF THE SE 10-15 KT, BECOMING S LATER IN THE 
AFTERNOON.  SEAS 2 TO 4 FT.  SCATTERED SHOWERS IN THE E PORTION S OF 28N.  
TSTMS POSSIBLE IN THE EVENING. 

• MON 5th JULY. WINDS SE TO S 10 TO 15 KT.  SEAS 2 TO 4 FT. SHOWERS LIKELY. 
• TUE 6th July...SE TO S WINDS DIMINISHING TO 5 TO 10 KT...EXCEPT FAR NE 

PORTION BECOMING VARIABLE 10 KT OR LESS. SEAS 2 TO 3 FT. 
• WED 7th July...E TO SE WINDS 5 TO 10 KT. SEAS 2 TO 3 FT...EXCEPT FAR E 

PORTION BUILDING TO 3 TO 5 FT IN SE SWELL.  
 
Source Control: (HOUSTON Update 0313EDT 04 Jul) 

  0000-2359CDT 03 July Total Recovered/Flared to date: 

Vessel  OIL  GAS  OIL  GAS  

DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE  
 

17,022 bbls  37.7 million cubic 
ft of gas  

455,292 bbls  
 
*includes collection total 
for Riser Insertion Test 
Tube (RITT - 22,158 bbls) 

1031.4 million 
cubic ft of gas 
* includes collection total 
for Riser Insertion Test 
Tube (RITT – 88.4 gas)  

Q4000  8,176 bbls  19.3 million cubic 
ft of gas  

152,352 bbls  321.1 million cubic 
ft of gas  

Cumulative oil/gas 
recoverd  

25,198 bbls  57.0 million cubic 
ft of gas  

607,644 bbls  1352.5 million 
cubic ft of gas  

 
 

• DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE (DE): Lightering operations with the OVERSEAS CASCADE  
are delayed due to weather complications and are awaiting weather changes to recommence.  An 
OPS note will be drafted to allow hose handling operations to commence in 8’ seas.  The 
previous limiting factor was 5’ seas.  The current plan is to wait until the sea state calms on the 
morning of 04 July and lighter with the OVERSEAS CASCADE.  As a contingency, plans are 
being finalized to lighter with the EVI KNUTSON.  The DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE is 
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expected to reach capacity early morning on July 5th if no lightering occurs and the current 
production maintained at the current level.  There are no plans as of yet to slow production.    
Lightering ops require 24 hours for full discharge.  They continue to inject methanol at the top 
hat to prevent hydrate plugging; continue to optimize recovery.  (OIR Update 1800CDT  03 Jul; 
NIC RFI 1803EDT 03 Jul) 

• Sub-sea Dispersant: Dispersants were injected at the BOP at an average of 8 gallons per minute.  
Due to short-term dispersant application shut-downs, dispersant injection rates ranged 
throughout the period from 6.6 to 9.5 gallons per minute.  There were two application shut-
downs: one beginning at 0925 for seven minutes and the second beginning at 2252 for 72 
minutes.  (Correction to Houston Update 1818EDT 03 Jul) 

• Q4000: Oil and gas is being collected via the choke line from the BOP.  From 00:00L-23:59L 
8,299 bbls of oil was flared and 19.5 million SCF of gas was flared.  As of 23:59L the Q4000 
had flared a total of 144,176 bbls of oil and 301.8 million SCF of gas since commencement of 
operations in MC252.  (Houston Update 1200EDT 03 Jul) 

• A WHALE: which is an oil tanker that was converted to be a giant skimmer, is in the field and 
completed its testing.  Results of the test are forthcoming.  This tanker collects water and oil 
through jaws which are submerged just below the water line.  It has the potential to skim up to 1 
million bbls of oil in 15 days, this is subject to the condition of oil/water mixture. (OIR Update 
1800CDT 03 Jul) 

• Short Term Containment: Top Hat – Top Hat #4 is in place over the MC 252 BOP and 
producing oil in conjunction with ENTERPRISE.  Seas at ENTERPRISE were reported to be 4’ 
to 6’. Top Hat #3 is available, located on the mud mat.  Top Hat #10 is available, located on the 
deck of ENTERPRISE.  There are no plans to change Top Hats at this time. (Houston Update 
1200EDT 03 Jul) 

• Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 1:  Planned startup of the system and production 
of oil is now Wednesday, 07 July; delay is due to weather.  The 4000’ Free Standing Riser (FSR) 
is fully in place.   The 1,350’ flexible, CDP manifold to FSR base, installation is complete; the 
HELIX EXPRESS has landed the connection to the manifold and conducted a satisfactory leak 
test.  The 1,200’ flex hose that will attach the Junk Shot Manifold to the CDP Manifold is 
connected to the CDP manifold and has been successfully tested to 500 PSI. The BOA DEEP C 
is scheduled to move into position and attempt to attach it to the Junk Shot Manifold as soon as 
lightering is completed. This operation is being conducted within 40’ of the Discoverer 
Enterprise and cannot be conducted during lightering operations. The Quick Connect/Disconnect 
(QC/DC) buoy and clump weight were placed and it was found the hawser connecting the buoy 
to the clump weight stretched beyond calculations.  The QC/DC buoy length adjustment of the 
hawser has been completed and the buoy currently at a depth of 92’.  The QC/DC will be 
connected to the top of FSR through a 1,060’ 6” flex hose. Deployment of the 1,060’ flex hose 
will be done by the HELIX PRODUCER 1 and requires a seas state of less than 3’. (Houston 
Update 1200EDT 03 Jul) 

• Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 2:  To increase redundancy, BP will install a 
secondary subsea anchor, FSR, and float cans.  The air can and subsea anchor are complete.  
Survey for flow line and suction pile commenced today.  Suction pile installation will start 04 
July, weather permitting.  FSR 2 has been constructed and all components are staged in Port 
Fourchon.  Keel hauling of air cans for FSR2 commenced today.  Installation will commence 
once the first FSR installation is completed with startup and “first oil” anticipated OOA 19 July. 
(Houston Update 1200EDT 03 Jul) 
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• MC 252 Well Bore Capping Plan:  The transition spool and capping stack will be transferred to 
the Discoverer Inspiration today and are ready for deployment.  The flange splitter system SIT 
testing is complete and will be transported to scene and pre deployed to sea bed 04 July.  
Machining on the “latch cap” contingency system continues.  The Single Valve Manifold is 
nearing completion with an expected shipping date of 03 July.  The flex joint straightening tool 
has decreased the flex joint angle by 1o.  Operations to straighten the deflection will continue. 
(Houston Update 1200EST  03 Jul) 

• Subsea Tie-In: As the containment fleet continues to expand to capture flow from the Macondo 
well, BP is initiating a plan to tie Macondo into nearby depleted wells. This will allow Macondo 
flow to be redirected.  If there is a hurricane that halts surface containment operations before a 
relief well can be complete, then a hurricane-safe containment/storage option may partially 
capture the flow until the hurricane passes and containment ops can be restarted. (Houston 
Update 1200EDT 03 Jul) 

• Rigel: The ENI operated Rigel well (nearly depleted gas well) is approximately 2 miles from 
Macondo.  After installation of the pressure containing cap on the BOP, it may be possible to tie 
in to the depleted Rigel well and inject some oil into the reservoir via the CDP manifold.  Survey 
work and laying of mudmats commenced today and construction is estimated to start on 17 July. 
Department of the Interior approved the option to plan for installation of this equipment.  All 
hardware has been obtained to allow execution of this option.  (Houston Update 1200EDT 03Jul) 

• Na Kika: The BP operated Na Kika flow loop is approximately 12 miles from Macondo.  After 
installation of the pressure containing cap, it may be possible to tie in to the flow loop and 
produce the oil back to the Na Kika facility.  During hurricane evacuation, it may be possible to 
inject some oil into reservoirs that Na Kika is already producing off of.  All hardware has been 
obtained to allow execution of this option. This option could be a long term production solution 
as well. (Houston Update 1200EDT 03 Jul) 
 

• Relief Well Data: (Houston Update 1200EDT 03 Jul) 

 
Total Drill Depth 
(MD=measured  or total 
drilled depth in feet) 

Day # of Est. 
Completion Days 

Comments  

DD-II  13,873’ 37 of 104 (36 %)  T-Time 110 hrs; 
 Drilling of relief wells are 
not expected to be impacted 
by high sea state 

DD-III  17,630' 61 of 104 (59%) T-Time 111 hrs; 
Drilling of relief wells are 
not expected to be impacted 
by high sea state 

 
• DD-II: 2nd Relief Well – DD2 is at a depth of 13,873’ (8,555’ below the sea floor).  DD2 is 

stopped to run 13 5/8” casing.  From 04-07 July, DD2 will conduct cementing, drill through, and 
the Leak Off Test.  (OIR Update 1800CDT 03 Jul) 

• DD-III: 1st Relief Well – DD3 is at a depth of 17,630’ (12,187’ below the sea floor) and 
commenced ranging run #5. Estimated time to complete all ranging is 5 days which will be 
followed by 5 days of drilling for the 9 5/8” casing run to a depth of 17,600’. ETA to depth of 
17,600’ is 03 July.  DD3 will stop drilling at a depth of 17,874’ (100’ from penetration). (OIR 
Update 1800CDT 03 Jul) 
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(Houston Source Control Vessels 03 Jul; OIR Update 1800CDT 03 Jul)  
Name  Flag  Status/Location  Current Function  Comments 
Q4000  United 

States  
On Scene  Containment  

Continues to recover production and flare 
gas.  

T-Time 69 
hours 
Operations may 
conintue in sea 

states < 12’  
DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE  

Marshall 
Islands  

On Scene  Containment  
Continues to recover production, flare gas, 
and store oil.  

T-Time 114 
hours 
Operations may 
conintue in sea 

states < 12’  

HELIX PRODUCER I  Bahamas  At staging area  Oil Production  
Landed and latched the 1350’ jumper to 
the CDP manifold, next steps are to test 
the connection.  Marker buoys for the 
suction pile on the 2nd free standing riser 
have been set.  

Critical hook up 
operations 
possible only in 
sea states < 3-4’  
Start up to 
commence after 
02 July when 
seas calm. 
Weather still 
affecting 
operations.

LOCH RANNOCH  United 
Kingdom  

Anchored staging 
area  

Shuttle Tanker  
Will transfer oil from the HELIX 
PRODUCER  

Capacity is 
1,000,000 
bbls (40 
days on 
station)  

DISCOVERER 
CLEAR LEADER  

Marshall 
Islands  

Anchored  Containment 
Will recover production 

Awaiting 
equipment  

SKANDI NEPTUNE Norway On-scene ROV operations Applying 
subsea 
dispersants 
around the 
BOP stack. 

MASSACHUSETTS  United 
States  

On-scene  Shuttle Tank Barge  
Transfers oil from the DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE  

Will be 
decontaminated 
at the LOOP 
and will 
proceed to 
Texas City, TX 
to offload.  

EVI KNUTSEN  Norway  On-scene  Shuttle Tanker  
Conducting DP trials  

 

NAVION FENNIA  Bahamas  ETA to GoM 03 
July  

Shuttle Tanker  
Will transfer oil from the HELIX 
PRODUCER and the TOISA PISCES  

Inspection 
completed, 
CoC issued  

SEILLEAN  Panama  En-route to Port of 
Spain, Trinidad. ETA 09 
July. 

Containment  
Will recover production  

Planning for 
inspection and 
retrofit in Port 
of Spain. 

OVERSEAS 
CASCADE  

United 
States  

On-scene Transfers oil from the DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE 

 

TOISA PISCES  Liberia  Corpus Christi, TX. 
Departure date for 
MC252 is 10 July. 

Undergoing modification  
Will attach to the CDP-2 free standing 
riser to process oil  

Expected to 
return to yard 
5 Jul, undergo 
modification 
and depart for 
MC252 10 
Jul.  
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SEACOR RIGOROUS  United 
States  

At staging area   With transfer hose that will be used 
between HELIX PRODUCER & LOCH 
RANNOCH  

  

LA CHEVAL  United 
States  

At staging area  With transfer hose that will be used 
between HELIX PRODUCER & LOCH 
RANNOCH  

  

A WHALE Taiwan On-scene Containment; converted to a giant 
skimmer 

Undergoing 
tests 

 
International Offers of Assistance: As of 02 July, the NIC has received 114 offers from 42 countries, 4 
International Organizations. 

•  Govt-Govt: 64 offers, 22 countries, 4 International Organizations 
° 41 offers were for critical resources, 11 are for skimmers. 
° 35 govt-govt offers have been accepted to date. 
° 1 offer of a Transrec-150 Skimmer accepted from an International Organization (EMSA) 
° 1 new offer received from Taiwan 
° Accepted 1 offer of fire boom from China 

• Govt Facilitated and Private: 50 offers, 26 countries 
° 27 offers were government facilitated 
° 23 offers were from private companies 
° 28 offers were for critical resources, 7 are for skimmers 
° 7 have already been accepted 

Clean-Up/Response Operations Shoreside: (DWH AAG 0600 03 Jul)  
 LA MS AL FL TOTAL 

Current Miles of 
Shoreline Impact 

257.6 62.2 51.3 72.82 443.92 

People Assigned 1,810 2,202 3,930 3,009 10,951 

 
Safety/Personnel Casualties:  NSTR 
  

   Environmental Impact:  
• No in-situ burning will occur until at least 06 July due to expected weather conditions & Pending 

Litigation.  
• Environmental groups are seeking a temporary restraining order to enjoin the UAC from 

conducting in-situ burning operations under the theory that activity harms sea turtles and 
therefore violates the Endangered Species Act (ESA). The environmental groups and UAC 
attorneys (CG/DOJ/BP) have agreed to continue negotiating in lieu of litigation. (NIC Bulletin 
0935EDT 03 Jul) 

• TX: NSTR(DWH AAG 0600EDT 03 Jul)  
• LA:  Skimming operations were haulted due to sea state. Branches are preparing resources for 

rapid response to likely oiling in several locations from St. Bernard Parish to Grand Isle. 
Continued operations throughout Barataria Bay, South Pass and Grand Terre. Most branches on 
weather stand down. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 03 Jul) 
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• MS:  TF#5 continued surveillance and skimming ops North of Horn Island. Three VOO task 
forces were underway conducting training in Mississippi Sound. Task Forces conducted 
maintenance and reviewed hazardous weather and operational plans during down time. DWH 
AAG 0600EDT 03 Jul) 

• AL:  Resumed beach cleaning from Fort Morgan to Orange Beach. Responded to heavy tarbalkl 
impact on Pelican Island. Interagency discussions took place to resolve boat restriction issues in 
West Grand Bay; use of airboats was temporarily allowed for today in order to repair boom in 
shallow waters. Conducted skimming operations around Dauphin Island. Launched additional 
VOO task force to protect Alabama waters. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 03 Jul) 

• FL: Continued mechanical and manual cleanup on Pensacola Pier and Fort Pickens. Conducted 
manual cleanups in Okaloosa, Walton and Bay Counties. Responded to reports of light to 
moderate tarball impact in Walton County from Miramar Beach east to Dune Allen Beach and 
points west to the county line. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 03 Jul) 

Port/Waterway Economic Impact:  
• All ports remain open, including the Louisiana Offshore Oil Port (LOOP).  
• Decontamination Activities: 

02 Commercial tugs and barges required DECON. (Exec Sum 1028EDT 01 Jul)  
• 80,228 sq mi (33%) of Gulf Federal waters are closed to fishing. (NOAA 28 June)  

 
Equipment & Resources Assigned: (DWH AAG 0600EDT 03 Jul) 

 LA MS AL FL DRILL SITE Totals 

VOO 757 803 1145 499 0 3,204 

Barges 456 69 75 29 0 629 

Other 
(Command & 
Control, Boom 

Tending, Other) 

1,350 302 500 247 24 2,426 

Skimmers, 
Inshore 

333 333 

Skimmers, 
Offshore 

60 60 

Skimmers, 
Nearshore 

159 159 

Fixed Wing 36 36 

Helo 78 78 

Total 2,563 1,174 1,720 775 24 6,259 
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Financial Update: (NPFC Executive Financial Summary Report 03 Jul)  
OSLTF Emergency Fund Remaining  $31,543,260.69  

Fed Project Ceiling  $359,500,000.00  

Obligated funds to Date  $243,531,000.76  

Fed project Ceiling Remaining  $115,968,999.24  

 
BP Claims Summary: (BP Dashboard Report 02 Jul) Not reported on weekends. 

• Total Number of Claims: 92,038  
• Total Amount Disbursed: $143,969,178  
• Number of Claims Denied: 0  
• Number of Checks Disbursed: 45,458 

 
BP Claims Call Center Statistics: (BP Dashboard 02 Jul) Not reported on weekends. 

• Calls Received: 1790  
• Wait Time: 6 seconds current figures not listed 
• Calls abandoned: 19 (1%) current figures not listed 
• Non-Claims related calls: 623 current figures not listed 
• Call operator dedicated hours: 1,153 hours current figures not listed 
• Call operators: 171  
• Checks written: 1,683 
• Cumulative Checks written: 45,458  
• Managers/adjusters in field: 950 
• Claim Centers: 35 

 
Future Plans (Next 24-48 hours): (UAC Exec Sum 03 Jul)  

• Continue sub-sea dispersant; monitor pressure 
• Optimize flow back to the Enterprise; conduct lightering operations 
• Q4000 maintain flowback and flaring operations 
• DDII: run and cement casing 
• DDIII: complete magnetic ranging run #5 and drill ahead 
• CDP 1: conduct pressure test of 1350’ jumper and connect hydraulic line to Blue Pod 
• CDP 2: complete pre-lay survey for flowlines and install suction pile 
•  

NIC Strategic Efforts: 
• FRTG Flow Rate Analysis  
      This improved estimate is based on more and better data that is available after the riser cut data     
      which helps increase the scientific confidence in the accuracy of the estimate.  As the  
      Government continues to collect additional data and refine these estimates, it is important to  
      realize that the numbers can change.  In particular, because the upper number is less certain, it is  
      important to plan for the upper estimate plus additional contingencies immediately.  The most  
      likely flow rate of oil is between 35,000 and 60,000 barrels per day. 
• Interagency Alternative Technology Assessment Program (IATAP) 
      M/V A WHALE - The Coast Guard Research and Development Center has assembled an  
      IATAP observation team of Coast Guard, Navy SupSalv, and NOAA representatives to  
      oversee BP testing of the skimming system on this vessel.   
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• International Engagement Strategy  
      Interagency Strategic Planning (IASP) maintains country specific files on the potential for   
      Impact from the DWH pollution incident on foreign countries. To date, IASP provided briefs to  
      DOS on projections for impact to Cuba, Bahamas, and Bermuda.  Brief for Mexico is pending  
      until DOS confirms meeting participants, time, and location specifics. If the potential for impact 
      on a foreign country becomes likely, IASP will initiate notification to DOS to provide official  
      notification to the country. 
• Hurricane/Severe Weather Contingency Plan  
      Briefed S1, final draft is being completed. 
      Anticipate final approval of DWH Hurricane/Severe Weather Plans in the immediate future. 
      Follow up discussions on pre and post storm planning ongoing with DoD, FEMA, and other  
      governmental agencies.  UAC will conduct a UAC-UIC SWCP table top exercise on 6 July.  
      CG participation planned for Joint Chiefs of Staff SWCP Critical Mission Exercise 12.1, 14 July.
• Implementation Strategy  
      Drafted a NIC directive to guide UAC actions. Draft will be available for NIC review in the  
      immediate future. 
• Coast Guard/EPA Emergency Regulation 
      The Coast Guard and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) continue to take steps to    
      ensure that vital oil spill response equipment currently stationed throughout the country is  
      available to join the fight against BP’s leaking oil in the GOM. On 30 June, a joint Coast Guard-
      EPA temporary interim rule, was published in the Federal Register and became effective. The  
      rule  temporarily lowers timing thresholds that require identification and staging of oil spill  
      response equipment around the country in case of an oil spill—freeing up some resources for  
      deployment to the Gulf.  Essentially this means that we are temporarily reducing the time in  
      which equipment, including vessels, must be available and “at the ready” for an oil spill so that  
      we can battle the BP oil spill with an even greater force than we have already mobilized. 
• Coast Guard Safety Zone Establishment (Boom Protection) 
      The Captains of the Port for Morgan City, LA, New Orleans, LA, and Mobile, AL, under the  
      authority of the Ports and Waterways Safety Act, has established a 20-meter safety zone  
      surrounding all Deepwater Horizon booming operations and oil response efforts taking place in  
      Southeast Louisiana.  The safety zone has been put in place to protect members of the response  
      effort, the installation and maintenance of oil containment boom, the operation of response  
      equipment and protection of the environment by limiting access to and through deployed  
      protective boom.  Violation of a safety zone can result in up to a $40,000 civil penalty. Willful  
      violations may result in a class D felony.  
• Critical Resources Strategic Planning (DWH AAG 0600EDT 03 Jul)  
      At 0900EST, 01 July the Homeport Oil Skimmer Web-form was activated.  The form requests  
      information from manufacturers, vendors, and/or owners of oil skimming equipment, seeking the 
      availability of skimmers that could potentially be used for the Deepwater Horizon Response in  
      the Gulf of Mexico.  A press release is anticipated soon. 

Skimmers  
o Current total: 552  
Boom  
o Total Deployed: 2,865,426 feet  
o Total Assigned: 284,282 feet  
o Total Staged: 862,509 feet  
o Total Ordered: 780,252 feet  
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JOINT INFORMATION CENTER 
24-HOUR SUMMARY 

 

UPDATED July 3, 2010 7 PM 

 

PAST 24 HOURS 

 

Administrator Jackson Continues Her Sixth Visit to the Gulf Coast 

In her sixth visit to the Gulf Coast, Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Lisa Jackson 

today traveled to Florida to inspect the ongoing response to the BP oil spill. She visited Pensacola, 

Fla., to oversee beach cleanup operations and later met with EPA scientists in Gulf Breeze, Fla., to be 

briefed on ongoing dispersant testing. She also attended a meeting with local elected leaders, public 

health officials and other community representatives at the EPA’s Gulf Breeze Lab—to address 

concerns about the short- and long-term environmental impacts of the spill. 

The EPA continues to monitor air, water and sediment quality in the Gulf of Mexico and test the 

impacts of chemical dispersants. For more information on the testing results, click here. 

 

Shoreline Cleanup Operations Continue Along Gulf Coast 

While some offshore mitigation efforts such as skimming and controlled burns have been restricted or 

halted due to elevated sea states from Hurricane Alex, shoreline cleanup operations continue in places 

where oil has come ashore. 

Shoreline cleanup assessment teams monitor beaches and marshlands to identify impacted shoreline 

and determine the appropriate technique to remove the oil—taking into account various factors, such 

as the amount oil, its viscosity, and the environmental sensitivity of the impacted area. In some cases, 

the oil can be removed mechanically; at other times, teams of workers are the best method. In certain 

environmentally sensitive areas, cleanup operations can do more harm than good. 

 

BP Continues to Optimize Oil Recovery Rates from its Leaking Well 

Under the direction of the federal government, BP continues to capture some oil and burn gas at the 

surface using its containment dome technique—collecting oil aboard the Discoverer Enterprise, which 

is linked by a fixed riser pipe to the wellhead, and flaring off additional oil and gas on the Q4000, 

which is connected to the choke line. The collection capacity is expected to increase to an estimated 

53,000 barrels per day once the third vessel, the Helix Producer, begins bringing additional oil up 

through the kill line—a redundancy measure also taken at the administration’s direction. 
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Progress Continues in Drilling Relief Wells; Ranging Process Continues  

The drilling of relief wells continues and has not been interrupted by elevated sea states. 

The Development Driller III has drilled the first relief well to a depth of approximately 17,400 feet 

below the Gulf surface. The Development Driller II has drilled the second relief well—a redundancy 

measure taken at the direction of the administration—to a depth of more than 13,800 feet below the 

surface. BP continues the “ranging” process—which involves periodically withdrawing the drill pipe 

and sending an electrical signal down to determine how close they are getting to the wellbore. 

 

By the Numbers to Date: 
• The administration has authorized the deployment of 17,500 National Guard troops from Gulf Coast 

states to respond to this crisis; currently, 1,577 are active.  

• Approximately 44,300 personnel are currently responding to protect the shoreline and wildlife and 
cleanup vital coastlines.  

• More than 6,900 vessels are currently responding on site, including skimmers, tugs, barges, and 
recovery vessels to assist in containment and cleanup efforts—in addition to dozens of aircraft, 
remotely operated vehicles, and multiple mobile offshore drilling units.  

• Approximately 2.87 million feet of containment boom and 5.09 million feet of sorbent boom have 
been deployed to contain the spill—and approximately 863,000 feet of containment boom and 2.36 
million feet of sorbent boom are available.  

• More than 28.2 million gallons of an oil-water mix have been recovered.  

• Approximately 1.67 million gallons of total dispersant have been applied—1.06 million on the surface 
and 612,000 sub-sea. More than 451,000 gallons are available.   

• 275 controlled burns have been conducted, efficiently removing a total of approximately 10 million 
gallons of oil from the open water in an effort to protect shoreline and wildlife. Because calculations 
on the volume of oil burned can take more than 48 hours, the reported total volume may not reflect the 
most recent controlled burns.   

• 17 staging areas are in place to protect sensitive shorelines.  

• Approximately 444 miles of Gulf Coast shoreline is currently oiled—approximately 258 miles in 
Louisiana, 62 miles in Mississippi, 51 miles in Alabama, and 73 miles in Florida. These numbers 
reflect a daily snapshot of shoreline currently experiencing impacts from oil so that planning and field 
operations can more quickly respond to new impacts; they do not include cumulative impacts to date, 
or shoreline that has already been cleared.  

• imately 80,228 square miles of Gulf of Mexico federal waters remain closed to fishing in orderApprox  
to balance economic and public health concerns. More than 66 percent remains open. Details can be 
found at http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/.  
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• , the administration has leveraged assets and skills from numerous foreign countries and To date
international organizations as part of this historic, all-hands-on-deck response, including Belgium, 
Canada, China, France, Germany, Japan, Kenya, Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, Qatar, Russia, Spain, 
United Kingdom, Tunisia the United Nations’ International Maritime Organization and the European 
Union's Monitoring and Information Centre.  
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01268-EPA-5343

"HQS-PF-fldr-NIC HQ Situation 
Unit" 
<NIC-HQ-Situation-Unit@uscg. 

Sent by: 
NIC-HQ-Situation-Unit@uscg.
mil

07/04/2010 10:00 AM

To "HQS-DG-LST-NIC-Situation Briefing"

cc "HQS-PF-fldr-NIC HQ Situation Unit", "Emerick, Thomas 
CDR", "Bowman, Russell E LCDR", "chris.ortman", 
"dave.westerholm", "dwh.dhs", "dwh.noaa", 
"george.bamford", "Jim.Rogers", "Joint.Staff", "kati.walsh", 
"Lee.foresman", "lisa.pension", "National Command Center", 
"NGA.cat", "nga.ic.cat", "nga.smil.cat", "NOC.imo", 
"NOC.swo", "NOC.swo2", "NOC.uscg", "OPS.cat", 
"OSD.Watch", "SBS-All", "tina.eichenour"

bcc

Subject National Incident Commander Brief 1000EDT 04 July 2010

Good Morning Admiral Allen,

Please find the attached Situation Brief Update that has been prepared by the 
NIC Situation Unit current as of 1000EDT 04 July 2010. Please see attached for 
full report.

Highlighted bullets:

Highlights of the Last Operational Period: NSTR. 

Weather: (NWS NHC 0800EDT 04 Jul)
A NON-TROPICAL AREA OF LOW PRESSURE LOCATED ABOUT 125 MILES
SOUTH-SOUTHWEST OF THE MOUTH OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER IS PRODUCING
DISORGANIZED SHOWER AND THUNDERSTORM ACTIVITY. THIS LOW IS EXPECTED
TO MOVE GENERALLY NORTHWESTWARD AT 5 TO 10 MPH OVER THE NEXT COUPLE
OF DAYS. STRONG UPPER-LEVEL WINDS AND DRY AIR IN THE MID- AND
UPPER-LEVELS OF THE ATMOSPHERE ARE CURRENTLY INHIBITING
DEVELOPMENT...AND THERE IS A LOW CHANCE...10 PERCENT...OF THIS
SYSTEM BECOMING A TROPICAL OR SUBTROPICAL CYCLONE BEFORE IT MOVES
INLAND LATER TODAY OR MONDAY.

Weather On-Scene: 
TODAY: East winds 15 to 25 knots subsiding to 10 to 15 knots in the afternoon. 
Seas 4 to 6 feet subsiding to 3 feet in the afternoon. Protected waters rough. 
Chance of showers and thunderstorms. 
TONIGHT: Southeast winds 10 to 15 knots. Seas 2 to 3 feet. Protected waters 
choppy. Chance of showers and thunderstorms. 
MONDAY: South winds 5 to 10 knots. Seas 1 to 2 feet. Protected waters a light 
chop. Chance of showers and thunderstorms. 
MONDAY NIGHT: Southeast winds 10 to 15 knots. Seas 1 to 2 feet. Protected 
waters choppy. Chance of showers and thunderstorms.

Source Control:

DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE (DE):   DE recovered a total of 17,022 barrels of oil 
and flared 37.7 million cubic feet of gas over the last 24-hour period from 
0000-2400 hrs on 7/03/2010.  They continue to inject methanol at the top hat 
to prevent hydrate plugging; continue to optimize recovery.  The go/no go 
decision for lightering from the DE to the OVERSEAS CASCADE will be made this 
morning (decision is based on sea state).  They currently have 102,000 barrels 
on board the DE.  If they are not able to lighter by 1500 CDT today, they will 
need to cut production rates.  They pulled the blue pod from the Horizon's 
LMRP. (OIR Update 0600CDT 04 Jul)
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Sub-sea Dispersant: Dispersants were injected at the BOP at an average of 8
gallons per minute.  Due to short-term dispersant application shut-downs, 
dispersant injection rates ranged throughout the period from 6.6 to 9.5 
gallons per minute.  There were two application shut-downs: one beginning at 
0925 for seven minutes and the second beginning at 2252 for 72 minutes.  
(Correction to Houston Update 1818EDT 03 Jul)

Q4000: recovered and burned a total of 8,176 barrels of oil and flared 19.3 
million cubic feet of gas over the 24-hour period from 0000-2400 hrs on 
7/03/2010; continue to optimize recovery. (OIR Update 0600CDT 04 Jul)

A WHALE: NSTR
Short Term Containment: NSTR 
Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 1: NSTR 
Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 2: NSTR 
MC 252 Well Bore Capping Plan: NSTR 
Subsea Tie-In: NSTR
Rigel: NSTR
Na Kika: NSTR

DD-II: 2nd Relief Well - DD2 is at a depth of 13,873' (8,555' below the sea 
floor).  DD2 is stopped to run 13 5/8" casing.  From 04-07 July, DD2 will 
conduct cementing, drill through, and the Leak Off Test.  (OIR Update 1800CDT 
03 Jul)

DD-III: 1st Relief Well - DD3 is at a depth of 17,630' (12,187' below the sea 
floor) and commenced ranging run #5. Estimated time to complete all ranging is 
5 days which will be followed by 5 days of drilling for the 9 5/8" casing run 
to a depth of 17,600'. ETA to depth of 17,600' is 03 July. DD3 will stop 
drilling at a depth of 17,874' (100' from penetration). (OIR Update 1800CDT 03 
Jul)

Clean-Up/Response Operations Shoreside: (DWH AAG 0600 04 Jul) 
      

 LA   MS   AL   
FL   TOTAL
Current Miles of Shoreline Impact   264.6  

 67.9   59.4   82.15  
 474.05

People Assigned      1,810
  2,808   3,991  

 4,060   12,669

Environmental Impact: 

No in-situ burning will occur until at least 06 July due to expected weather 
conditions & Pending Litigation. 
Environmental groups are seeking a temporary restraining order to enjoin the 
UAC from conducting in-situ burning operations under the theory that activity 
harms sea turtles and therefore violates the Endangered Species Act (ESA). The 
environmental groups and UAC attorneys (CG/DOJ/BP) have agreed to continue 
negotiating in lieu of litigation. (NIC Bulletin 0935EDT 03 Jul)

TX: NSTR(DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul) 

LA:  Branches are preparing resources for rapid response to likely oiling in 
several locations from St. Bernard Parish to Grand Isle. Continued operations 
throughout Barataria Bay, South Pass and Grand Terre. Most branches on weather 
stand down. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul) 
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MS:  Cleanup crews worked to remove oil on Long Beach; mechanical recovery
efforts with Beach Tech 2000 and manual beach cleaning conducted at Pascaoula 
Beach. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul)

AL:  Resumed beach cleaning in Baldwin county from Fort Morgan to Perdido 
Pass. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul)

FL: Continued mechanical and manual cleanup on Pensacola Beach and Perdido Key 
with heavy impact reported. Conducted manual cleanups in Okaloosa, Walton and 
Bay Counties. Responded to reports of light to moderate tarball impact in West 
Pensacola Beach east and west. Beach cleanup and inspections conducted on 
Walton County from Miramar Beach east to Dune Allen Beach and points west to 
the county line. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul)

Equipment & Resources Assigned: (DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul)
      

  LA   MS   AL  
 FL   DRILL SITE   Totals

VOO       
  757   752   1,167
  486   0    

3,162
Barges       

 457   78   74  
 28   0    637

Other (Command & Control, Boom Tending, Other)  1,525  
 414   563   234   

24    2,764
Skimmers,
Inshore       

     333  
      333

Skimmers,
Offshore       

     63  
      63

Skimmers,
Nearshore       

     159  
      159

Fixed Wing       
     36  

      36
Helo       

      77  
      77

Total       
  2,739   1,244   

1,804   748   24   
 6,563

Financial Update: NSTR 

International Offers of Assistance: NSTR

BP Claims Summary: Not reported on weekends.

BP Claims Call Center Statistics: Not reported on weekends.

Future Plans (Next 24-48 hours): NSTR
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NIC Strategic Efforts:
FRTG Flow Rate Analysis: NSTR
Interagency Alternative Technology Assessment Program (IATAP): NSTR
International Engagement Strategy: NSTR
Hurricane/Severe Weather Contingency Plan: NSTR 
Implementation Strategy: NSTR
Coast Guard/EPA Emergency Regulation: NSTR
      
Critical Resources Strategic Planning (DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul) 
At 0900EST, 01 July the Homeport Oil Skimmer Web-form was activated.  The form 
requests information from manufacturers, vendors, and/or owners of oil 
skimming equipment, seeking the availability of skimmers that could 
potentially be used for the Deepwater Horizon Response in the Gulf of Mexico.  
A press release is anticipated soon.

Skimmers 
Current total: 555 

Boom 
Total Deployed: 2,915,171 feet 
Total Assigned: 272,561 feet 
Total Staged: 935,034 feet 
Total Ordered: 780,252 feet

V/R,

MLES2 Tommy Roman
National Incident Command (NIC)
Situation Unit
24 hour hotline - 202-372-1710

NIC_update_briefing_04Jul10_1000.pdfNIC_update_briefing_04Jul10_1000.pdf

Release 4 - HQ-FOI-01268-12 All emails sent by "Richard Windsor" were sent by EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson



1000EDT – 04 July 2010 
Deepwater Horizon Spill Response 
(Updates in 

 

Produced by the National Incident Command 
1000EDT 04 July 2010 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

RED) 

 
National Incident Commander Objectives: 

1. Establish and manage a coordinated interagency response effort to effectively employ all resources 
required to mitigate current and long term environmental and economic impacts of the incident. 

2. Engage and inform the public, stakeholders and the media, keeping them apprised of response activities 
and plans. 

3. Engage across all levels of government to develop courses of action for issues that span multiple agencies 
and departments. 

 
Unified Area Command Objectives: 

1. Ensure the safety and welfare of citizens and response personnel. 
2. Control the source of the spill. 
3. Continue to contain, recover, and dispose of spilled material. 
4. Continue to maximize use and availability of advanced source control and response technologies. 
5. Continue to maximize the protection, assessment, and response to environmentally, sensitive areas and 

wildlife risk. 
6. Ensure stakeholders, government officials, and the public are kept informed of source control and 

response actions. 
7. Minimize social, political, economic, and environmental impacts. 
8. Continue to optimize critical resource utilization and effectiveness from all agencies and organizations 

across all response areas. 
9. Ensure sustainability by conducting strategic planning to address long-range planning concerns; including 

worst case scenarios, contingencies, resources, logistics, and potential gaps. 
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Highlights of the Last Operational Period:  (UAC Exec Sum 03 Jul) 

• No controlled burns completed, 7 dispersant flights  
• Q4000 flowback in progress and stable  
• Enterprise maintained oil recovery; stable operations  
• Continued subsea dispersant injection at 8 gpm  
• DDII drilled to casing point at 13,781’  
• DDIII drilled to 17,429’ and prepared to conduct magnetic ranging run #5  
• CDP 1 completed connection of 1350’ jumper to CDP manifold  
• CDP 2 survey completed for pile and set pile markers  
• NIC BULLETIN: Boom located in the marshes of Terrebonne Parish is suspected of being 

vandalized on 03JUL10. In an effort to reduce boom damage, the Coast Guard instituted a safety 
zone around boom sites, and established a damaged boom hotline. (NIC Bulletin 2244EDT 03 
Jul)  

 
Weather: (NWS NHC 0800EDT 04 Jul) 
A NON-TROPICAL AREA OF LOW PRESSURE LOCATED ABOUT 125 MILES 
SOUTH-SOUTHWEST OF THE MOUTH OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER IS PRODUCING 
DISORGANIZED SHOWER AND THUNDERSTORM ACTIVITY. THIS LOW IS EXPECTED 
TO MOVE GENERALLY NORTHWESTWARD AT 5 TO 10 MPH OVER THE NEXT COUPLE 
OF DAYS. STRONG UPPER-LEVEL WINDS AND DRY AIR IN THE MID- AND 
UPPER-LEVELS OF THE ATMOSPHERE ARE CURRENTLY INHIBITING 
DEVELOPMENT...AND THERE IS A LOW CHANCE...10 PERCENT...OF THIS 
SYSTEM BECOMING A TROPICAL OR SUBTROPICAL CYCLONE BEFORE IT MOVES 
INLAND LATER TODAY OR MONDAY. 
 
Weather On-Scene:  

• TODAY: East winds 15 to 25 knots subsiding to 10 to 15 knots in the afternoon. Seas 4 to 6 feet 
subsiding to 3 feet in the afternoon. Protected waters rough. Chance of showers and 
thunderstorms.  

• TONIGHT: Southeast winds 10 to 15 knots. Seas 2 to 3 feet. Protected waters choppy. Chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.  

• MONDAY: South winds 5 to 10 knots. Seas 1 to 2 feet. Protected waters a light chop. Chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.  

• MONDAY NIGHT: Southeast winds 10 to 15 knots. Seas 1 to 2 feet. Protected waters choppy. 
Chance of showers and thunderstorms.  

 
Source Control: (Houston Update 0313EDT 04 Jul; Houston Update 0635EDT 04 Jul) 

  0000-2359CDT 03 July Total Recovered/Flared to date: 

Vessel  OIL  GAS  OIL  GAS  

DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE  
 

17,022 bbls  37.7 million cubic 
ft of gas  

455,292 bbls  
 
*includes collection total 
for Riser Insertion Test 
Tube (RITT - 22,158 bbls) 

1031.4 million 
cubic ft of gas 
* includes collection total 
for Riser Insertion Test 
Tube (RITT – 88.4 gas)  
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Q4000  8,176 bbls  19.3 million cubic 
ft of gas  

152,332 bbls  321.1 million cubic 
ft of gas  

Cumulative oil/gas 
recoverd  

25,198 bbls  57.0 million cubic 
ft of gas  

607,644 bbls  1352.5 million 
cubic ft of gas  

 
 

• DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE (DE):   DE recovered a total of 17,022 barrels of oil and flared 
37.7 million cubic feet of gas over the last 24-hour period from 0000-2400 hrs on 7/03/2010.  
They continue to inject methanol at the top hat to prevent hydrate plugging; continue to optimize 
recovery.  The go/no go decision for lightering from the DE to the OVERSEAS CASCADE will 
be made this morning (decision is based on sea state).  They currently have 102,000 barrels on 
board the DE.  If they are not able to lighter by 1500 CDT today, they will need to cut production 
rates.  They pulled the blue pod from the Horizon’s LMRP. (OIR Update 0600CDT 04 Jul) 

• Sub-sea Dispersant: Dispersants were injected at the BOP at an average of 8 gallons per minute.  
Due to short-term dispersant application shut-downs, dispersant injection rates ranged 
throughout the period from 6.6 to 9.5 gallons per minute.  There were two application shut-
downs: one beginning at 0925 for seven minutes and the second beginning at 2252 for 72 
minutes.  (Correction to Houston Update 1818EDT 03 Jul) 

• Q4000: recovered and burned a total of 8,176 barrels of oil and flared 19.3 million cubic feet of 
gas over the 24-hour period from 0000-2400 hrs on 7/03/2010; continue to optimize recovery. 
(OIR Update 0600CDT 04 Jul) 

• A WHALE: which is an oil tanker that was converted to be a giant skimmer, is in the field and 
has completed its testing.  Results of the test are forthcoming.  This tanker collects water and oil 
through jaws which are submerged just below the water line.  It has the potential to skim up to 1 
million bbls of oil in 15 days, this is subject to the condition of oil/water mixture. (OIR Update 
1800CDT 03 Jul) 

• Short Term Containment: Top Hat – Top Hat #4 is in place over the MC 252 BOP and 
producing oil in conjunction with ENTERPRISE.  Seas at ENTERPRISE were reported to be 4’ 
to 6’. Top Hat #3 is available, located on the mud mat.  Top Hat #10 is available, located on the 
deck of ENTERPRISE.  There are no plans to change Top Hats at this time. (Houston Update 
1200EDT 03 Jul) 

• Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 1:  Planned startup of the system and production 
of oil is now Wednesday, 07 July; delay is due to weather.  The 4000’ Free Standing Riser (FSR) 
is fully in place.   The 1,350’ flexible, CDP manifold to FSR base, installation is complete; the 
HELIX EXPRESS has landed the connection to the manifold and conducted a satisfactory leak 
test.  The 1,200’ flex hose that will attach the Junk Shot Manifold to the CDP Manifold is 
connected to the CDP manifold and has been successfully tested to 500 PSI. The BOA DEEP C 
is scheduled to move into position and attempt to attach it to the Junk Shot Manifold as soon as 
lightering is completed. This operation is being conducted within 40’ of the Discoverer 
Enterprise and cannot be conducted during lightering operations. The Quick Connect/Disconnect 
(QC/DC) buoy and clump weight were placed and it was found the hawser connecting the buoy 
to the clump weight stretched beyond calculations.  The QC/DC buoy length adjustment of the 
hawser has been completed and the buoy currently at a depth of 92’.  The QC/DC will be 
connected to the top of FSR through a 1,060’ 6” flex hose. Deployment of the 1,060’ flex hose 
will be done by the HELIX PRODUCER 1 and requires a seas state of less than 3’. (Houston 
Update 1200EDT 03 Jul) 
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• Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 2:  To increase redundancy, BP will install a 

secondary subsea anchor, FSR, and float cans.  The air can and subsea anchor are complete.  
Survey for flow line and suction pile commenced today.  Suction pile installation will start 04 
July, weather permitting.  FSR 2 has been constructed and all components are staged in Port 
Fourchon.  Keel hauling of air cans for FSR2 commenced today.  Installation will commence 
once the first FSR installation is completed with startup and “first oil” anticipated OOA 19 July. 
(Houston Update 1200EDT 03 Jul) 

• MC 252 Well Bore Capping Plan:  The transition spool and capping stack will be transferred to 
the Discoverer Inspiration today and are ready for deployment.  The flange splitter system SIT 
testing is complete and will be transported to scene and pre deployed to sea bed 03 July.  
Machining on the “latch cap” contingency system continues.  The Single Valve Manifold is 
nearing completion with an expected shipping date of 03 July.  The flex joint straightening tool 
has decreased the flex joint angle by 1o.  Operations to straighten the deflection will continue. 
(Houston Update 1200EST  03 Jul) 

• Subsea Tie-In: As the containment fleet continues to expand to capture flow from the Macondo 
well, BP is initiating a plan to tie Macondo into nearby depleted wells. This will allow Macondo 
flow to be redirected.  If there is a hurricane that halts surface containment operations before a 
relief well can be complete, then a hurricane-safe containment/storage option may partially 
capture the flow until the hurricane passes and containment ops can be restarted. (Houston 
Update 1200EDT 03 Jul) 

• Rigel: The ENI operated Rigel well (nearly depleted gas well) is approximately 2 miles from 
Macondo.  After installation of the pressure containing cap on the BOP, it may be possible to tie 
in to the depleted Rigel well and inject some oil into the reservoir via the CDP manifold.  Survey 
work and laying of mudmats commenced today and construction is estimated to start on 17 July. 
Department of the Interior approved the option to plan for installation of this equipment.  All 
hardware has been obtained to allow execution of this option.  (Houston Update 1200EDT 03Jul) 

• Na Kika: The BP operated Na Kika flow loop is approximately 12 miles from Macondo.  After 
installation of the pressure containing cap, it may be possible to tie in to the flow loop and 
produce the oil back to the Na Kika facility.  During hurricane evacuation, it may be possible to 
inject some oil into reservoirs that Na Kika is already producing off of.  All hardware has been 
obtained to allow execution of this option. This option could be a long term production solution 
as well. (Houston Update 1200EDT 03 Jul) 
 

• Relief Well Data: (OIR Update 1800CDT 03 Jul) 

 
Total Drill Depth 
(MD=measured  or total 
drilled depth in feet) 

Day # of Est. 
Completion Days 

Comments  

DD-II  13,873’ 37 of 104 (36 %)  T-Time 110 hrs; 
 Drilling of relief wells are 
not expected to be impacted 
by high sea state 

DD-III  17,630' 61 of 104 (59%) T-Time 111 hrs; 
Drilling of relief wells are 
not expected to be impacted 
by high sea state 

 
• DD-II: 2nd Relief Well – DD2 is at a depth of 13,873’ (8,555’ below the sea floor).  DD2 is 

stopped to run 13 5/8” casing.  From 04-07 July, DD2 will conduct cementing, drill through, and 
the Leak Off Test.  (OIR Update 1800CDT 03 Jul) 
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• DD-III: 1st Relief Well – DD3 is at a depth of 17,630’ (12,187’ below the sea floor) and 
commenced ranging run #5. Estimated time to complete all  ranging is 5 days which will be 
followed by 5 days of drilling for the 9 5/8” casing run to a depth of 17,600’. ETA to depth of 
17,600’ is 03 July. DD3 will stop drilling at a depth of 17,874’ (100’ from penetration). (OIR 
Update 1800CDT 03 Jul) 
 

(Houston Source Control Vessels 03 Jul; OIR Update 1800CDT 03 Jul)  
Name  Flag  Status/Location Current Function Comments 
Q4000  United 

States  
On Scene  Containment  

Continues to recover production and flare 
gas.  

T-Time 69 
hours 
Operations may 
conintue in sea 

states < 12’  
DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE  

Marshall 
Islands  

On Scene  Containment  
Continues to recover production, flare gas, 
and store oil.  

T-Time 114 
hours 
Operations may 
conintue in sea 

states < 12’  

HELIX PRODUCER I  Bahamas  At staging area  Oil Production  
 Landed and latched the 1350’ jumper to 
the CDP manifold, next steps are to test 
the connection. Marker buoys for the 
suction pile on the 2nd free standing riser 
have been set. 

Critical hook up 
operations 
possible only in 
sea states < 3-4’  
Start up to 
commence after 
02 July when 
seas calm.  

LOCH RANNOCH  United 
Kingdom  

Anchored staging 
area  

Shuttle Tanker  
Will transfer oil from the HELIX 
PRODUCER  

Capacity is 
1,000,000 
bbls (40 
days on 
station)  

DISCOVERER 
CLEAR LEADER  

Marshall 
Islands  

Anchored  Containment 
Will recover production 

Awaiting 
equipment  

SKANDI NEPTUNE Norway On-scene ROV operations Applying sub-
sea 
dispersants 
around the 
BOP stack 

MASSACHUSETTS  United 
States  

On-scene  Shuttle Tank Barge  
Transfers oil from the DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE  

Will be 
decontaminated 
at the LOOP 
and will 
proceed to 
Texas City, TX 
to offload.  

EVI KNUTSEN  Norway  On-scene  Shuttle Tanker  
Conducting DP trials  

 

NAVION FENNIA  Bahamas  ETA to GoM 03 
July  

Shuttle Tanker  
Will transfer oil from the HELIX 
PRODUCER and the TOISA PISCES  

Inspection 
completed, 
CoC issued  

SEILLEAN  Panama  En-route to Port of 
Spain, Trinidad. ETA 09 
July. 

Containment  
Will recover production  

Planning for 
inspection and 
retrofit in Port 
of Spain. 
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OVERSEAS 
CASCADE  

United 
States  

On-scene Transfers oil from the DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE 

 

TOISA PISCES  Liberia  Corpus Christi, TX. 
Departure date for 
MC252 is 10 July. 

Undergoing modification  
Will attach to the CDP-2 free standing 
riser to process oil  

Expected to 
return to yard 
5 Jul, undergo 
modification 
and depart for 
MC252 10 
Jul.  

SEACOR RIGOROUS  United 
States  

At staging area   With transfer hose that will be used 
between HELIX PRODUCER & LOCH 
RANNOCH  

  

LA CHEVAL  United 
States  

At staging area  With transfer hose that will be used 
between HELIX PRODUCER & LOCH 
RANNOCH  

  

A WHALE Taiwan On-scene Containment; converted to a giant 
skimmer 

Undergoing 
tests 

 
International Offers of Assistance: As of July 2, the NIC has received 114 offers from 42 countries, 4 
International Organizations. 

•  Govt-Govt: 64 offers, 22 countries, 4 International Organizations 
° 41 offers were for critical resources, 11 are for skimmers. 
° 35 govt-govt offers have been accepted to date. 
° 1 offer of a Transrec-150 Skimmer accepted from an International Organization (EMSA) 
° 1 new offer received from Taiwan 
° Accepted 1 offer of fire boom from China 

• Govt Facilitated and Private: 50 offers, 26 countries 
° 27 offers were government facilitated 
° 23 offers were from private companies 
° 28 offers were for critical resources, 7 are for skimmers 
° 7 have already been accepted 

Clean-Up/Response Operations Shoreside: (DWH AAG 0600 04 Jul)  
 LA MS AL FL TOTAL 

Current Miles of 
Shoreline Impact 

264.6 67.9 59.4 82.15 474.05 

People Assigned 1,810 2,808 3,991 4,060 12,669 

 
Safety/Personnel Casualties:  NSTR 
  

   Environmental Impact:  
• No in-situ burning will occur until at least 06 July due to expected weather conditions & Pending 

Litigation.  
• Environmental groups are seeking a temporary restraining order to enjoin the UAC from 

conducting in-situ burning operations under the theory that activity harms sea turtles and 
therefore violates the Endangered Species Act (ESA). The environmental groups and UAC 
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attorneys (CG/DOJ/BP) have agreed to continue negotiating in lieu of litigation. (NIC Bulletin 
0935EDT 03 Jul) 

• TX: NSTR(DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul)  
• LA:  Branches are preparing resources for rapid response to likely oiling in several locations 

from St. Bernard Parish to Grand Isle. Continued operations throughout Barataria Bay, South 
Pass and Grand Terre. Most branches on weather stand down. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul)  

• MS:  Cleanup crews worked to remove oil on Long Beach; mechanical recovery efforts with 
Beach Tech 2000 and manual beach cleaning conducted at Pascaoula Beach. (DWH AAG 
0600EDT 04 Jul) 

• AL:  Resumed beach cleaning in Baldwin county from Fort Morgan to Perdido Pass. (DWH 
AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul) 

• FL: Continued mechanical and manual cleanup on Pensacola Beach and Perdido Key with heavy 
impact reported. Conducted manual cleanups in Okaloosa, Walton and Bay Counties. Responded 
to reports of light to moderate tarball impact in West Pensacola Beach east and west. Beach 
cleanup and inspections conducted on Walton County from Miramar Beach east to Dune Allen 
Beach and points west to the county line. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul) 

Port/Waterway Economic Impact:  
• All ports remain open, including the Louisiana Offshore Oil Port (LOOP).  
• Decontamination Activities: 

02 Commercial tugs and barges required DECON. (Exec Sum 1028EDT 01 Jul)  
• 80,228 sq mi (33%) of Gulf Federal waters are closed to fishing. (NOAA 28 June)  

 
Equipment & Resources Assigned: (DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul) 

 LA MS AL FL DRILL SITE Totals 

VOO 757 752 1,167 486 0 3,162 

Barges 457 78 74 28 0 637 

Other 
(Command & 
Control, Boom 

Tending, Other) 

1,525 414 563 234 24 2,764 

Skimmers, 
Inshore 

333 333 

Skimmers, 
Offshore 

63 63 

Skimmers, 
Nearshore 

159 159 

Fixed Wing 36 36 

Helo 77 77 

Total 2,739 1,244 1,804 748 24 6,563 
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Financial Update: (NPFC Executive Financial Summary Report 03 Jul)  

OSLTF Emergency Fund Remaining  $31,543,260.69  

Fed Project Ceiling  $359,500,000.00  

Obligated funds to Date  $243,531,000.76  

Fed project Ceiling Remaining  $115,968,999.24  

 
 
BP Claims Summary: (BP Dashboard Report 02 Jul) Not reported on weekends. 

• Total Number of Claims: 92,038  
• Total Amount Disbursed: $143,969,178  
• Number of Claims Denied: 0  
• Number of Checks Disbursed: 45,458 

 
BP Claims Call Center Statistics: (BP Dashboard 02 Jul) Not reported on weekends. 

• Calls Received: 1790  
• Wait Time: 6 seconds current figures not listed 
• Calls abandoned: 19 (1%) current figures not listed 
• Non-Claims related calls: 623 current figures not listed 
• Call operator dedicated hours: 1,153 hours current figures not listed 
• Call operators: 171  
• Checks written: 1,683 
• Cumulative Checks written: 45,458  
• Managers/adjusters in field: 950 
• Claim Centers: 35 

 
Future Plans (Next 24-48 hours): (UAC Exec Sum 03 Jul)  

• Continue sub-sea dispersant; monitor pressure 
• Optimize flow back to the Enterprise; conduct lightering operations 
• Q4000 maintain flowback and flaring operations 
• DDII: run and cement casing 
• DDIII: complete magnetic ranging run #5 and drill ahead 
• CDP 1: conduct pressure test of 1350’ jumper and connect hydraulic line to Blue Pod 
• CDP 2: complete pre-lay survey for flowlines and install suction pile 

 
NIC Strategic Efforts: 
• FRTG Flow Rate Analysis  
      This improved estimate is based on more and better data that is available after the riser cut data     
      which helps increase the scientific confidence in the accuracy of the estimate.  As the  
      Government continues to collect additional data and refine these estimates, it is important to  
      realize that the numbers can change.  In particular, because the upper number is less certain, it is  
      important to plan for the upper estimate plus additional contingencies immediately.  The most  
      likely flow rate of oil is between 35,000 and 60,000 barrels per day. 
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• Interagency Alternative Technology Assessment Program (IATAP) 
      M/V A WHALE - The Coast Guard Research and Development Center has assembled an  
      IATAP observation team of Coast Guard, Navy SupSalv, and NOAA representatives to  
      oversee BP testing of the skimming system on this vessel.   
• International Engagement Strategy  
      Interagency Strategic Planning (IASP) maintains country specific files on the potential for   
      Impact from the DWH pollution incident on foreign countries. To date, IASP provided briefs to   
      DOS on projections for impact to Cuba, Bahamas, and Bermuda.  Brief for Mexico is pending  
      until DOS confirms meeting participants, time, and location specifics. If the potential for impact  
      on a foreign country becomes likely, IASP will initiate notification to DOS to provide official  
      notification to the country. 
• Hurricane/Severe Weather Contingency Plan  
      Briefed S1, final draft is being completed. 
      Anticipate final approval of DWH Hurricane/Severe Weather Plans in the immediate future. 
      Follow up discussions on pre and post storm planning ongoing with DoD, FEMA, and other  
      governmental agencies 
      UAC will conduct a UAC-UIC SWCP table top exercise on 6 July.  
      CG participation planned for Joint Chiefs of Staff SWCP Critical Mission Exercise 12.1, 14 July. 
• Implementation Strategy  
      Drafted a NIC directive to guide UAC actions. Draft will be available for NIC review in the  
      immediate future. 
• Coast Guard/EPA Emergency Regulation 
      The Coast Guard and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) continue to take steps to    
      ensure that vital oil spill response equipment currently stationed throughout the country is  
      available to join the fight against BP’s leaking oil in the GOM. On 30 June, a joint Coast Guard- 
      EPA temporary interim rule, was published in the Federal Register and became effective. The  
      rule  temporarily lowers timing thresholds that require identification and staging of oil spill  
      response equipment around the country in case of an oil spill—freeing up some resources for  
      deployment to the Gulf.  Essentially this means that we are temporarily reducing the time in  
      which equipment, including vessels, must be available and “at the ready” for an oil spill so that  
      we can battle the BP oil spill with an even greater force than we have already mobilized. 
• Coast Guard Safety Zone Establishment (Boom Protection) 
      The Captains of the Port for Morgan City, LA, New Orleans, LA, and Mobile, AL, under the  
      authority of the Ports and Waterways Safety Act, has established a 20-meter safety zone  
      surrounding all Deepwater Horizon booming operations and oil response efforts taking place in  
      Southeast Louisiana.  The safety zone has been put in place to protect members of the response  
      effort, the installation and maintenance of oil containment boom, the operation of response  
      equipment and protection of the environment by limiting access to and through deployed  
      protective boom.  Violation of a safety zone can result in up to a $40,000 civil penalty. Willful  
      violations may result in a class D felony.  
• Critical Resources Strategic Planning (DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul)  
      At 0900EST, 01 July the Homeport Oil Skimmer Web-form was activated.  The form requests  
      information from manufacturers, vendors, and/or owners of oil skimming equipment, seeking the  
      availability of skimmers that could potentially be used for the Deepwater Horizon Response in  
      the Gulf of Mexico.  A press release is anticipated soon. 
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Skimmers  
o Current total: 555  
Boom  
o Total Deployed: 2,915,171 feet  
o Total Assigned: 272,561 feet  
o Total Staged: 935,034 feet  
o Total Ordered: 780,252 feet  
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01268-EPA-5344

"NIC-DOCS" 
<NIC-DOCS@uscg.mil> 
Sent by: NIC-DOCS@uscg.mil

07/04/2010 04:00 PM

To "HQS-DG-LST-NIC-Situation Briefing"

cc "HQS-PF-fldr-NIC HQ Situation Unit", "Emerick, Thomas 
CDR", "Bowman, Russell E LCDR", "chris.ortman", 
"dave.westerholm", "dwh.dhs", "dwh.noaa", 
"george.bamford", "Jim.Rogers", "Joint.Staff", "kati.walsh", 
"Lee.foresman", "lisa.pension", "National Command Center", 
"NGA.cat", "nga.ic.cat", "nga.smil.cat", "NOC.imo", 
"NOC.swo", "NOC.swo2", "NOC.uscg", "OPS.cat", 
"OSD.Watch", "SBS-All", "tina.eichenour"

bcc

Subject National Incident Commander Brief 1600EDT 04 July 2010

Good Afternoon Admiral Allen,

Please find the attached Situation Brief Update that has been prepared by the 
NIC Situation Unit current as of 1600EDT 04 July 2010. Please see attached for 
full report.

Highlighted bullets below:

Highlights of the Last Operational Period:  (UAC Exec Sum 04 Jul)
*  No controlled burns completed, 0 dispersant flights
*  Q4000 flowback in progress and stable
*  Enterprise maintained oil recovery; stable operations. Lightering 
operations aborted due to adverse weather
*  Continued subsea dispersant injection at 7.9 gpm
*  DDII rigged up and started casing run
*  DDIII drilled to 17,630' and prepared to conduct magnetic ranging 
run #6
*  CDP 1 conducted successful pressure test of 1,350' jumper
*  CDP 2: set suction pile, and installed clump weight and QC/DC 
buoy

Weather: NSTR

Source Control:

DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE (DE):  Lightering operations with the OVERSEAS CASCADE 
started at 1534EDT.  Current weather conditions are favorable for lightering. 
Lightering ops require 24 hours for full discharge.  (NIC Bulletin 1542EDT 04 
Jul)

Sub-sea Dispersant: From 0000-2400L 03 July dispersants were injected at the 
BOP at an average rate of 8.5 gallons per minute.  Due to short-term 
dispersant application shut-downs, dispersant injection rates ranged 
throughout the 24 hour period from 5 to 12.2 gallons per minute.   There were 
four application shut downs: one beginning at 2400 for 5 minutes, one 
beginning at 0013 for 6 minutes, one beginning at 1241 for 26 minutes, and one 
beginning at 1851 for 39 minutes.  (Houston Update 1200EDT 04 Jul)

Q4000: continues to optimize recovery. (OIR Update 0600CDT 04 Jul)

A WHALE: Results of the test are forthcoming.(OIR Update 1800CDT 03 Jul)

Short Term Containment: NSTR (Houston Update 1200EDT 04 Jul)
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Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 1:  Planned startup of the system and
production of oil is now Thursday, 08 July; delay is due to weather.  The 
4000' Free Standing Riser (FSR) is fully in place.   The 1,350' flexible, CDP 
manifold to FSR base, installation is complete.  The 1,200' flex hose that 
will attach the Junk Shot Manifold to the CDP Manifold is connected to the CDP 
manifold and has been successfully tested to 500 PSI. The BOA DEEP C is 
scheduled to move into position and attempt to attach it to the Junk Shot 
Manifold today while lightering ops are ongoing, provided the sea state and 
wind direction will allow the two vessels safely work within 40' of each 
other.  The Quick Connect/Disconnect (QC/DC) buoy and clump weight were placed 
and it was found the hawser connecting the buoy to the clump weight stretched 
beyond calculations.  The QC/DC buoy length adjustment of the hawser has been 
completed and the buoy currently at a depth of 92'.  The QC/DC will be 
connected to the top of FSR through a 1,060' 6" flex hose. The HELIX PRODUCER 
1 will move into position tonight in preparation to start assembly of the 
QC/DC Buoy and connection of the 1060'flex hose. Approximate 48 hours of 3' or 
less seas are required to complete the remaining work on the HELIX PRODUCER 1. 
If the 1060' flexible riser and QC/DC are successfully assembled flushing 
lines with Glycol will commence on Wednesday 7 July. (Houston Update 1200EDT 
04 Jul)

Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 2: NSTR (Houston Update 1200EDT 04 
Jul)

MC 252 Well Bore Capping Plan:  The transition spool and capping stack has 
been transferred to the Discoverer Inspiration and is ready for deployment.  
The flange splitter system scheduled to be on scene and pre deployed to sea 
bed after lightering ops are completed.  Machining on the "latch cap" 
contingency system continues.  The Single Valve Manifold is in route to 
Fourchon.  The flex joint straightening tool has completed alignment of the 
flange and flex joint and have achieved the desired angle for use of the 
capping stack. Alignment blocks are being placed to maintain the correct 
angle. (Houston Update 1200EST  03 Jul)

Subsea Tie-In: NSTR (Houston Update 1200EDT 04 Jul)

DD-II: 13,873' measured depth, Day 38 of 104 (37 %); T-Time 110 hrs; DD2 has 
landed the 13 5/8" casing and commenced cementing. (Houston Update 1200EDT 04 
Jul)

DD-III: 17,630'measured depth, Day 62 of 104 (60%); T-Time 111 hrs; DD3 will 
stop drilling at a depth of 17,874' (100' from penetration).  (Houston Update 
1200EDT 04 Jul)

International Offers of Assistance: NSTR

Safety/Personnel Casualties:  NSTR

Environmental Impact: NSTR

Port/Waterway Economic Impact: NSTR

Equipment & Resources Assigned: NSTR

Financial Update: NSTR

BP Claims Summary: NSTR

Future Plans (Next 24-48 hours): (UAC Exec Sum 04 Jul) 
*  Continue sub-sea dispersant; monitor pressure
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*  Optimize flow back to the Enterprise; conduct lightering 
operations
*  Q4000 maintain flowback and flaring operations
*  DDII: run and cement casing
*  DDIII: complete magnetic ranging run #6 and drill ahead
*  CDP 1: preparation for HP1 hook up and operations
*  CDP 2: complete pre-lay survey for flowlines

NIC Strategic Efforts: NSTR
*  FRTG Flow Rate Analysis: NSTR
*  Interagency Alternative Technology Assessment Program (IATAP): 
NSTR
*  International Engagement Strategy: NSTR
*  Hurricane/Severe Weather Contingency Plan: NSTR 
*  Implementation Strategy: NSTR 
*  Coast Guard/EPA Emergency Regulation: NSTR
*  Coast Guard Safety Zone Establishment (Boom Protection): NSTR
*  Critical Resources Strategic Planning: NSTR 

V/R,

MLES2 Tommy Roman
National Incident Command (NIC)
Situation Unit
24 hour hotline - 202-372-1710

NIC_update_briefing_04Jul10_1600.pdfNIC_update_briefing_04Jul10_1600.pdf
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National Incident Commander Objectives: 

1. Establish and manage a coordinated interagency response effort to effectively employ all resources 
required to mitigate current and long term environmental and economic impacts of the incident. 

2. Engage and inform the public, stakeholders and the media, keeping them apprised of response activities 
and plans. 

3. Engage across all levels of government to develop courses of action for issues that span multiple agencies 
and departments. 

 
Unified Area Command Objectives: 

1. Ensure the safety and welfare of citizens and response personnel. 
2. Control the source of the spill. 
3. Continue to contain, recover, and dispose of spilled material. 
4. Continue to maximize use and availability of advanced source control and response technologies. 
5. Continue to maximize the protection, assessment, and response to environmentally, sensitive areas and 

wildlife risk. 
6. Ensure stakeholders, government officials, and the public are kept informed of source control and 

response actions. 
7. Minimize social, political, economic, and environmental impacts. 
8. Continue to optimize critical resource utilization and effectiveness from all agencies and organizations 

across all response areas. 
9. Ensure sustainability by conducting strategic planning to address long-range planning concerns; including 

worst case scenarios, contingencies, resources, logistics, and potential gaps. 
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Highlights of the Last Operational Period:  (UAC Exec Sum 04 Jul) 

• No controlled burns completed, 0 dispersant flights 
• Q4000 flowback in progress and stable 
• Enterprise maintained oil recovery; stable operations. Lightering operations aborted due to 

adverse weather 
• Continued subsea dispersant injection at 7.9 gpm 
• DDII rigged up and started casing run 
• DDIII drilled to 17,630’ and prepared to conduct magnetic ranging run #6 
• CDP 1 conducted successful pressure test of 1,350’ jumper 
• CDP 2: set suction pile, and installed clump weight and QC/DC buoy 

 
Weather: (NWS NHC 0800EDT 04 Jul) 
A NON-TROPICAL AREA OF LOW PRESSURE LOCATED ABOUT 125 MILES 
SOUTH-SOUTHWEST OF THE MOUTH OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER IS PRODUCING 
DISORGANIZED SHOWER AND THUNDERSTORM ACTIVITY. THIS LOW IS EXPECTED 
TO MOVE GENERALLY NORTHWESTWARD AT 5 TO 10 MPH OVER THE NEXT COUPLE 
OF DAYS. STRONG UPPER-LEVEL WINDS AND DRY AIR IN THE MID- AND 
UPPER-LEVELS OF THE ATMOSPHERE ARE CURRENTLY INHIBITING 
DEVELOPMENT...AND THERE IS A LOW CHANCE...10 PERCENT...OF THIS 
SYSTEM BECOMING A TROPICAL OR SUBTROPICAL CYCLONE BEFORE IT MOVES 
INLAND LATER TODAY OR MONDAY. 
 
Weather On-Scene:  

• TODAY: East winds 15 to 25 knots subsiding to 10 to 15 knots in the afternoon. Seas 4 to 6 feet 
subsiding to 3 feet in the afternoon. Protected waters rough. Chance of showers and 
thunderstorms.  

• TONIGHT: Southeast winds 10 to 15 knots. Seas 2 to 3 feet. Protected waters choppy. Chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.  

• MONDAY: South winds 5 to 10 knots. Seas 1 to 2 feet. Protected waters a light chop. Chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.  

• MONDAY NIGHT: Southeast winds 10 to 15 knots. Seas 1 to 2 feet. Protected waters choppy. 
Chance of showers and thunderstorms.  

 
Source Control: (UAC Exec Sum 04 Jul) 

  0000-2359CDT 03 July Total Recovered/Flared to date: 

Vessel  OIL  GAS  OIL  GAS  

DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE  
 

17,022 bbls  37.7 million cubic 
ft of gas  

455,292 bbls  
 
*includes collection total 
for Riser Insertion Test 
Tube (RITT - 22,158 bbls) 

1036.6 million 
cubic ft of gas 
* includes collection total 
for Riser Insertion Test 
Tube (RITT – 88.4 gas)  

Q4000  8,176 bbls  19.3 million cubic 
ft of gas  

152,352 bbls  321.0 million cubic 
ft of gas  

Cumulative oil/gas 
recoverd  

25,198 bbls  57.0 million cubic 
ft of gas  

607,644 bbls  1352.5 million 
cubic ft of gas  
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• DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE (DE):  Lightering operations with the OVERSEAS CASCADE 

started at 1534EDT.  Current weather conditions are favorable for lightering. Lightering ops 
require 24 hours for full discharge.  (NIC Bul 1542EDT 04 Jul) 

• Sub-sea Dispersant: From 0000-2400L 03 July dispersants were injected at the BOP at an 
average rate of 8.5 gallons per minute.  Due to short-term dispersant application shut-downs, 
dispersant injection rates ranged throughout the 24 hour period from 5 to 12.2 gallons per 
minute.   There were four application shut downs: one beginning at 2400 for 5 minutes, one 
beginning at 0013 for 6 minutes, one beginning at 1241 for 26 minutes, and one beginning at 
1851 for 39 minutes.  (Houston Update 1200EDT 04 Jul) 

• Q4000: recovered and burned a total of 8,176 barrels of oil and flared 19.3 million cubic feet of 
gas over the 24-hour period from 0000-2400 hrs on 7/03/2010; continue to optimize recovery. 
(OIR Update 0600CDT 04 Jul) 

• A WHALE: which is an oil tanker that was converted to be a giant skimmer, is in the field and 
has completed its testing.  Results of the test are forthcoming.  This tanker collects water and oil 
through jaws which are submerged just below the water line.  It has the potential to skim up to 1 
million bbls of oil in 15 days, this is subject to the condition of oil/water mixture. (OIR Update 
1800CDT 03 Jul) 

• Short Term Containment: Top Hat – Top Hat #4 is in place over the MC 252 BOP and 
producing oil in conjunction with ENTERPRISE.  Seas at ENTERPRISE were reported to be 4’ 
to 6’. Top Hat #3 is available, located on the mud mat.  Top Hat #10 is available, located on the 
deck of ENTERPRISE.  There are no plans to change Top Hats at this time. (Houston Update 
1200EDT 04 Jul) 

• Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 1:  Planned startup of the system and production 
of oil is now Thursday, 08 July; delay is due to weather.  The 4000’ Free Standing Riser (FSR) is 
fully in place.   The 1,350’ flexible, CDP manifold to FSR base, installation is complete.  The 
1,200’ flex hose that will attach the Junk Shot Manifold to the CDP Manifold is connected to the 
CDP manifold and has been successfully tested to 500 PSI. The BOA DEEP C is scheduled to 
move into position and attempt to attach it to the Junk Shot Manifold today while lightering ops 
are ongoing, provided the sea state and wind direction will allow the two vessels safely work 
within 40’ of each other.  The Quick Connect/Disconnect (QC/DC) buoy and clump weight were 
placed and it was found the hawser connecting the buoy to the clump weight stretched beyond 
calculations.  The QC/DC buoy length adjustment of the hawser has been completed and the 
buoy currently at a depth of 92’.  The QC/DC will be connected to the top of FSR through a 
1,060’ 6” flex hose. The HELIX PRODUCER 1 will move into position tonight in preparation to 
start assembly of the QC/DC Buoy and connection of the 1060’flex hose. Approximate 48 hours 
of 3’ or less seas are required to complete the remaining work on the HELIX PRODUCER 1. If 
the 1060’ flexible riser and QC/DC are successfully assembled flushing lines with Glycol will 
commence on Wednesday 7 July. (Houston Update 1200EDT 04 Jul) 

• Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 2:  To increase redundancy, BP will install a 
secondary subsea anchor, FSR, and float cans.  The air can and subsea anchor are complete.  
Survey for flow line and suction pile commenced today.  Suction pile installation will start 04 
July, weather permitting.  FSR 2 has been constructed and all components are staged in Port 
Fourchon.  Keel hauling of air cans for FSR2 commenced today.  Installation will commence  
once the first FSR installation is completed with startup and “first oil” anticipated OOA 19 July. 
(Houston Update 1200EDT 04 Jul) 
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• MC 252 Well Bore Capping Plan:  The transition spool and capping stack has been transferred 
to the Discoverer Inspiration and is ready for deployment.  The flange splitter system scheduled 
to be on scene and pre deployed to sea bed after lightering ops are completed.  Machining on the 
“latch cap” contingency system continues.  The Single Valve Manifold is in route to Fourchon.  
The flex joint straightening tool has completed alignment of the flange and flex joint and have 
achieved the desired angle for use of the capping stack. Alignment blocks are being placed to 
maintain the correct angle. (Houston Update 1200EST  03 Jul) 

• Subsea Tie-In: As the containment fleet continues to expand to capture flow from the Macondo 
well, BP is initiating a plan to tie Macondo into nearby depleted wells. This will allow Macondo 
flow to be redirected.  If there is a hurricane that halts surface containment operations before a 
relief well can be complete, then a hurricane-safe containment/storage option may partially 
capture the flow until the hurricane passes and containment ops can be restarted. (Houston 
Update 1200EDT 04 Jul) 

• Rigel: The ENI operated Rigel well (nearly depleted gas well) is approximately 2 miles from 
Macondo.  After installation of the pressure containing cap on the BOP, it may be possible to tie 
in to the depleted Rigel well and inject some oil into the reservoir via the CDP manifold.  Survey 
work and laying of mudmats commenced today and construction is estimated to start on 17 July. 
Department of the Interior approved the option to plan for installation of this equipment.  All 
hardware has been obtained to allow execution of this option.  (Houston Update 1200EDT 04Jul) 

• Na Kika: The BP operated Na Kika flow loop is approximately 12 miles from Macondo.  After 
installation of the pressure containing cap, it may be possible to tie in to the flow loop and 
produce the oil back to the Na Kika facility.  During hurricane evacuation, it may be possible to 
inject some oil into reservoirs that Na Kika is already producing off of.  All hardware has been 
obtained to allow execution of this option. This option could be a long term production solution 
as well. (Houston Update 1200EDT 04 Jul) 
 

• Relief Well Data: (Houston Update 1200EDT 04 Jul) 

 
Total Drill Depth 
(MD=measured  or total 
drilled depth in feet) 

Day # of Est. 
Completion Days 

Comments  

DD-II  13,873’ 38 of 104 (37 %)  T-Time 110 hrs; 
 Drilling of relief wells are 
not expected to be impacted 
by high sea state 

DD-III  17,630' 62 of 104 (60%) T-Time 111 hrs; 
Drilling of relief wells are 
not expected to be impacted 
by high sea state 

 
 

• DD-II: 2nd Relief Well – DD2 has landed the 13 5/8” casing and commenced cementing. 
(Houston Update 1200EDT 04 Jul) 

• DD-III: 1st Relief Well – DD3 will stop drilling at a depth of 17,874’ (100’ from penetration).  
(Houston Update 1200EDT 04 Jul) 
 
 
 
 

Release 4 - HQ-FOI-01268-12 All emails sent by "Richard Windsor" were sent by EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson



1600EDT – 04 July 2010 
Deepwater Horizon Spill Response 
(Updates in 

 

Produced by the National Incident Command 
1600EDT 04 July 2010 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

RED) 

(Houston Source Control Vessels 04 Jul)  
Name  Flag  Status/Location  Current Function  Comments 
Q4000  United 

States  
On Scene  Containment  

Continues to recover production and flare 
gas.  

T-Time 69 
hours 
Operations may 
conintue in sea 

states < 12’  
DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE  

Marshall 
Islands  

On Scene  Containment  
Continues to recover production, flare gas, 
and store oil.  

T-Time 114 
hours 
Operations may 
conintue in sea 

states < 12’  

HELIX PRODUCER I  Bahamas  At staging area  Oil Production  
 Landed and latched the 1350’ jumper to 
the CDP manifold, next steps are to test 
the connection. Marker buoys for the 
suction pile on the 2nd free standing riser 
have been set. 

Critical hook up 
operations 
possible only in 
sea states < 3-4’  
Start up to 
commence after 
02 July when 
seas calm.  

LOCH RANNOCH  United 
Kingdom  

Anchored staging 
area  

Shuttle Tanker  
Will transfer oil from the HELIX 
PRODUCER  

Capacity is 
1,000,000 
bbls (40 
days on 
station)  

DISCOVERER 
CLEAR LEADER  

Marshall 
Islands  

Anchored  Containment 
Will recover production 

Awaiting 
equipment  

SKANDI NEPTUNE Norway On-scene ROV operations Applying sub-
sea 
dispersants 
around the 
BOP stack 

MASSACHUSETTS  United 
States  

On-scene  Shuttle Tank Barge  
Transfers oil from the DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE  

Will be 
decontaminated 
at the LOOP 
and will 
proceed to 
Texas City, TX 
to offload.  

EVI KNUTSEN  Norway  On-scene  Shuttle Tanker  
Conducting DP trials  

 

NAVION FENNIA  Bahamas  ETA to GoM 03 
July  

Shuttle Tanker  
Will transfer oil from the HELIX 
PRODUCER and the TOISA PISCES  

Inspection 
completed, 
CoC issued  

SEILLEAN  Panama  En-route to Port of 
Spain, Trinidad. ETA 09 
July. 

Containment  
Will recover production  

Planning for 
inspection and 
retrofit in Port 
of Spain. 

OVERSEAS 
CASCADE  

United 
States  

On-scene Transfers oil from the DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE 

 

TOISA PISCES  Liberia  Corpus Christi, TX. 
Departure date for 
MC252 is 10 July. 

Undergoing modification  
Will attach to the CDP-2 free standing 
riser to process oil  

Expected to 
return to yard 
5 Jul, undergo 
modification 
and depart for 
MC252 10 
Jul.  
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SEACOR RIGOROUS  United 
States  

At staging area   With transfer hose that will be used 
between HELIX PRODUCER & LOCH 
RANNOCH  

  

LA CHEVAL  United 
States  

At staging area  With transfer hose that will be used 
between HELIX PRODUCER & LOCH 
RANNOCH  

  

A WHALE Taiwan On-scene Containment; converted to a giant 
skimmer 

Undergoing 
tests 

 
International Offers of Assistance: As of July 3, the NIC has received 114 offers from 42 countries, 4 
International Organizations. 

•  Govt-Govt: 64 offers, 22 countries, 4 International Organizations 
° 41 offers were for critical resources, 11 are for skimmers. 
° 35 govt-govt offers have been accepted to date. 
° 1 offer of a Transrec-150 Skimmer accepted from an International Organization (EMSA) 
° 1 new offer received from Taiwan 
° Accepted 1 offer of fire boom from China 

• Govt Facilitated and Private: 50 offers, 26 countries 
° 27 offers were government facilitated 
° 23 offers were from private companies 
° 28 offers were for critical resources, 7 are for skimmers 
° 7 have already been accepted 

Clean-Up/Response Operations Shoreside: (DWH AAG 0600 04 Jul)  
 LA MS AL FL TOTAL 

Current Miles of 
Shoreline Impact 

264.6 67.9 59.4 82.15 474.05 

People Assigned 1,810 2,808 3,991 4,060 12,669 

 
Safety/Personnel Casualties:  NSTR 
  

   Environmental Impact:  
• No in-situ burning will occur until at least 06 July due to expected weather conditions & Pending 

Litigation.  
• Environmental groups are seeking a temporary restraining order to enjoin the UAC from 

conducting in-situ burning operations under the theory that activity harms sea turtles and 
therefore violates the Endangered Species Act (ESA). The environmental groups and UAC 
attorneys (CG/DOJ/BP) have agreed to continue negotiating in lieu of litigation. (NIC Bulletin 
0935EDT 03 Jul) 

• TX: NSTR(DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul)  
• LA:  Branches are preparing resources for rapid response to likely oiling in several locations 

from St. Bernard Parish to Grand Isle. Continued operations throughout Barataria Bay, South 
Pass and Grand Terre. Most branches on weather stand down. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul)  

• MS:  Cleanup crews worked to remove oil on Long Beach; mechanical recovery efforts with 
Beach Tech 2000 and manual beach cleaning conducted at Pascaoula Beach. (DWH AAG 
0600EDT 04 Jul) 
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• AL:  Resumed beach cleaning in Baldwin county from Fort Morgan to Perdido Pass. (DWH 
AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul) 

• FL: Continued mechanical and manual cleanup on Pensacola Beach and Perdido Key with heavy 
impact reported. Conducted manual cleanups in Okaloosa, Walton and Bay Counties. Responded 
to reports of light to moderate tarball impact in West Pensacola Beach east and west. Beach 
cleanup and inspections conducted on Walton County from Miramar Beach east to Dune Allen 
Beach and points west to the county line. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul) 

Port/Waterway Economic Impact:  
• All ports remain open, including the Louisiana Offshore Oil Port (LOOP).  
• Decontamination Activities: 

02 Commercial tugs and barges required DECON. (Exec Sum 1028EDT 01 Jul)  
• 80,228 sq mi (33%) of Gulf Federal waters are closed to fishing. (NOAA 28 June)  

 
Equipment & Resources Assigned: (DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul) 

 LA MS AL FL DRILL SITE Totals 

VOO 757 752 1,167 486 0 3,162 

Barges 457 78 74 28 0 637 

Other 
(Command & 
Control, Boom 

Tending, Other) 

1,525 414 563 234 24 2,764 

Skimmers, 
Inshore 

333 333 

Skimmers, 
Offshore 

63 63 

Skimmers, 
Nearshore 

159 159 

Fixed Wing 36 36 

Helo 77 77 

Total 2,739 1,244 1,804 748 24 6,563 

 
 
Financial Update: (NPFC Executive Financial Summary Report 03 Jul)  

OSLTF Emergency Fund Remaining  $31,543,260.69  

Fed Project Ceiling  $359,500,000.00  

Obligated funds to Date  $243,531,000.76  

Fed project Ceiling Remaining  $115,968,999.24  
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BP Claims Summary: (BP Dashboard Report 02 Jul) Not reported on weekends. 
• Total Number of Claims: 92,038  
• Total Amount Disbursed: $143,969,178  
• Number of Claims Denied: 0  
• Number of Checks Disbursed: 45,458 

 
BP Claims Call Center Statistics: (BP Dashboard 02 Jul) Not reported on weekends. 

• Calls Received: 1790  
• Wait Time: 6 seconds current figures not listed 
• Calls abandoned: 19 (1%) current figures not listed 
• Non-Claims related calls: 623 current figures not listed 
• Call operator dedicated hours: 1,153 hours current figures not listed 
• Call operators: 171  
• Checks written: 1,683 
• Cumulative Checks written: 45,458  
• Managers/adjusters in field: 950 
• Claim Centers: 35 

 
Future Plans (Next 24-48 hours): (UAC Exec Sum 04 Jul)  

• Continue sub-sea dispersant; monitor pressure 
• Optimize flow back to the Enterprise; conduct lightering operations 
• Q4000 maintain flowback and flaring operations 
• DDII: run and cement casing 
• DDIII: complete magnetic ranging run #6 and drill ahead 
• CDP 1: preparation for HP1 hook up and operations 
• CDP 2: complete pre-lay survey for flowlines 

 
NIC Strategic Efforts: 
• FRTG Flow Rate Analysis  
      This improved estimate is based on more and better data that is available after the riser cut data     
      which helps increase the scientific confidence in the accuracy of the estimate.  As the  
      Government continues to collect additional data and refine these estimates, it is important to  
      realize that the numbers can change.  In particular, because the upper number is less certain, it is  
      important to plan for the upper estimate plus additional contingencies immediately.  The most  
      likely flow rate of oil is between 35,000 and 60,000 barrels per day. 
• Interagency Alternative Technology Assessment Program (IATAP) 
      M/V A WHALE - The Coast Guard Research and Development Center has assembled an  
      IATAP observation team of Coast Guard, Navy SupSalv, and NOAA representatives to  
      oversee BP testing of the skimming system on this vessel.   
• International Engagement Strategy  
      Interagency Strategic Planning (IASP) maintains country specific files on the potential for   
      Impact from the DWH pollution incident on foreign countries. To date, IASP provided briefs to   
      DOS on projections for impact to Cuba, Bahamas, and Bermuda.  Brief for Mexico is pending  
      until DOS confirms meeting participants, time, and location specifics. If the potential for impact  
      on a foreign country becomes likely, IASP will initiate notification to DOS to provide official  
      notification to the country. 
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• Hurricane/Severe Weather Contingency Plan  
      Briefed S1, final draft is being completed. 
      Anticipate final approval of DWH Hurricane/Severe Weather Plans in the immediate future. 
      Follow up discussions on pre and post storm planning ongoing with DoD, FEMA, and other  
      governmental agencies 
      UAC will conduct a UAC-UIC SWCP table top exercise on 6 July.  
      CG participation planned for Joint Chiefs of Staff SWCP Critical Mission Exercise 12.1, 14 July. 
• Implementation Strategy  
      Drafted a NIC directive to guide UAC actions. Draft will be available for NIC review in the  
      immediate future. 
• Coast Guard/EPA Emergency Regulation 
      The Coast Guard and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) continue to take steps to    
      ensure that vital oil spill response equipment currently stationed throughout the country is  
      available to join the fight against BP’s leaking oil in the GOM. On 30 June, a joint Coast Guard- 
      EPA temporary interim rule, was published in the Federal Register and became effective. The  
      rule  temporarily lowers timing thresholds that require identification and staging of oil spill  
      response equipment around the country in case of an oil spill—freeing up some resources for  
      deployment to the Gulf.  Essentially this means that we are temporarily reducing the time in  
      which equipment, including vessels, must be available and “at the ready” for an oil spill so that  
      we can battle the BP oil spill with an even greater force than we have already mobilized. 
• Coast Guard Safety Zone Establishment (Boom Protection) 
      The Captains of the Port for Morgan City, LA, New Orleans, LA, and Mobile, AL, under the  
      authority of the Ports and Waterways Safety Act, has established a 20-meter safety zone  
      surrounding all Deepwater Horizon booming operations and oil response efforts taking place in  
      Southeast Louisiana.  The safety zone has been put in place to protect members of the response  
      effort, the installation and maintenance of oil containment boom, the operation of response  
      equipment and protection of the environment by limiting access to and through deployed  
      protective boom.  Violation of a safety zone can result in up to a $40,000 civil penalty. Willful  
      violations may result in a class D felony.  
• Critical Resources Strategic Planning (DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul)  
      At 0900EST, 01 July the Homeport Oil Skimmer Web-form was activated.  The form requests  
      information from manufacturers, vendors, and/or owners of oil skimming equipment, seeking the  
      availability of skimmers that could potentially be used for the Deepwater Horizon Response in  
      the Gulf of Mexico.  A press release is anticipated soon. 

Skimmers  
o Current total: 555  
Boom  
o Total Deployed: 2,915,171 feet  
o Total Assigned: 272,561 feet  
o Total Staged: 935,034 feet  
o Total Ordered: 780,252 feet  
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01268-EPA-5345

"NIC-DOCS" 
<NIC-DOCS@uscg.mil> 
Sent by: NIC-DOCS@uscg.mil

07/05/2010 04:30 AM

To "HQS-PF-fldr-NIC HQ Situation Unit", 
"HQS-DG-LST-NIC-Situation Briefing", "Ortman, Chris", 
"dave.westerholm", "dwh.dhs", "dwh.noaa", "Bamford, 
George", "Rogers, Jim", "Joint.Staff", "kati.walsh", 
"Foresman, Lee", "Pension, Lisa", "National Command 
Center", "NGA.cat", "nga.ic.cat", "nga.smil.cat", "NOC.imo", 
"NOC SWO Restricted", "NOC SWO", "NOC.uscg", "OPS 
CAT", "OSD.Watch", "SBS-All", "tina.eichenour"

cc "HQS-PF-fldr-NIC HQ Situation Unit"

bcc

Subject NIC Situation Report 0430EDT 05JUL10

Good Morning All,

Attached is the 0430EDT NIC Situation Report.

V/R,

OSC Blair Stanifer
National Incident Command (NIC)
Situation Unit
24 hour hotline - 202-372-1710

NIC Situation Report 0430 05JUL10.pdfNIC Situation Report 0430 05JUL10.pdf
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National Incident Commander Objectives: 

1. Establish and manage a coordinated interagency response effort to effectively employ all resources 
required to mitigate current and long term environmental and economic impacts of the incident. 

2. Engage and inform the public, stakeholders and the media, keeping them apprised of response activities 
and plans. 

3. Engage across all levels of government to develop courses of action for issues that span multiple agencies 
and departments. 

 
Unified Area Command Objectives: 

1. Ensure the safety and welfare of citizens and response personnel. 
2. Control the source of the spill. 
3. Continue to contain, recover, and dispose of spilled material. 
4. Continue to maximize use and availability of advanced source control and response technologies. 
5. Continue to maximize the protection, assessment, and response to environmentally, sensitive areas and 

wildlife risk. 
6. Ensure stakeholders, government officials, and the public are kept informed of source control and 

response actions. 
7. Minimize social, political, economic, and environmental impacts. 
8. Continue to optimize critical resource utilization and effectiveness from all agencies and organizations 

across all response areas. 
9. Ensure sustainability by conducting strategic planning to address long-range planning concerns; including 

worst case scenarios, contingencies, resources, logistics, and potential gaps. 
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Highlights of the Last Operational Period:  (UAC Exec Sum 04 Jul) 

• No controlled burns completed, 0 dispersant flights 
• Q4000 flowback in progress and stable 
• Enterprise maintained oil recovery; stable operations. Lightering operations aborted due to 

adverse weather 
• Continued subsea dispersant injection at 7.9 gpm 
• DDII rigged up and started casing run 
• DDIII drilled to 17,630’ and prepared to conduct magnetic ranging run #6 
• CDP 1 conducted successful pressure test of 1,350’ jumper 
• CDP 2: set suction pile, and installed clump weight and QC/DC buoy 
• NOAA has expanded the closed fishing area to include portions of the slick moving beyond the 

area’s current northwestern boundary.  The closed area now represents 81,181 square miles 
which is approximately 33.5 percent of GOM federal waters.  Details can be found at 
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/. (NIC Bulletin 2348EDT 04 Jul) 

• As of 0000EDT 05 Jul, 38,600 bbls have been transferred to the CASCADE. 
• On July 04 at approximately 1000, an Alabama Theodore Industrial Park employee became sea 

sick.  His vitals were normal and an IV was started to replenish fluids.  The employee was sent 
home for the day.  (ICP Mobile 1802EDT 04Jul) 

 
Weather: (NWS NHC 0330EDT 05 Jul) 
A STATIONARY FRONT EXTENDS FROM NORTHERN FLORIDA TO  
A 1011 MB LOW NEAR 27.5N90W. THE LOW IS FORECAST TO TURN NW AND  
REACH THE SOUTHERN LOUISIANA COAST MON EVENING AS IT BECOMES  
DIFFUSE. LOW PRES...POSSIBLE TROPICAL CYCLONE...WILL MOVE ACROSS  
THE YUCATAN CHANNEL INTO THE GULF OF MEXICO MONDAY NIGHT. THE  
LOW WILL BE NEAR 24N90W TUE NIGHT...27N93W WED NIGHT...AND NEAR  
THE TEXAS COAST THU NIGHT. 
 
Weather On-Scene:  

• TODAY: South winds 5 to 10 knots. Seas 1 to 2 feet. Protected waters a light chop. Chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.  

• TONIGHT: Southeast winds 10 to 15 knots. Seas 1 to 2 feet. Protected waters choppy. Chance of 
showers and thunderstorms 

• TUESDAY: Southeast winds 10 to 15 knots.  Seas 3 to 5 feet. Seas and protected waters choppy.  
Thunderstorms likely . 

• WEDNESDAY:  Winds shifting East Southeast 15-20 knots.  Seas 6 to 8 feet.  Seas rough.  
Numerous scattered showers and squalls.  
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Source Control: (UAC Exec Sum 04 Jul) 

  0000-2359CDT 03 July Total Recovered/Flared to date: 

Vessel  OIL  GAS  OIL  GAS  

DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE  
 

16,924 bbls  38.0 million cubic 
ft of gas  

455,292 bbls  
 
*includes collection total 
for Riser Insertion Test 
Tube (RITT - 22,158 bbls) 

1036.6 million 
cubic ft of gas 
* includes collection total 
for Riser Insertion Test 
Tube (RITT – 88.4 gas)  

Q4000  8,036 bbls  19.0 million cubic 
ft of gas  

152,352 bbls  321.0 million cubic 
ft of gas  

Cumulative oil/gas 
recoverd  

24,960 bbls  57.0 million cubic 
ft of gas  

607,644 bbls  1352.5 million 
cubic ft of gas  

 
• DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE (DE):  Lightering operations with the OVERSEAS CASCADE 

started at 1534EDT.  Current weather conditions are favorable for lightering. Lightering ops 
require 24 hours for full discharge.  They continue to inject methanol at the top hat to prevent 
hydrate plugging; continue to optimize recovery.  (NIC Bul 1542EDT 04 Jul) 

• Sub-sea Dispersant: From 0000-1200L 04 July dispersants were injected at the BOP at an 
average rate of 6.75 gallons per minute.  Due to short-term dispersant application shut-downs, 
dispersant injection rates ranged throughout the 12 hour period from 3.9 to 8.3 gallons per 
minute.   There were three application shut downs: one beginning at 0150 for 24 minutes, one 
beginning at 0223 for 9 minutes, and one beginning at 0244 for 26 minutes.  (Houston Update 
2000EDT 04 Jul) 

• Q4000: recovered and burned a total of 8,176 barrels of oil and flared 19.3 million cubic feet of 
gas over the 24-hour period from 0000-2400 hrs on 7/03/2010; continue to optimize recovery.  
There was a temporary shutdown of operations at 0847CDT, 04 Jul, due to a Process Safety Low 
trip on the water curtain manifold.  Operations resumed at 0909CDT.  (OIR Update 0600CDT 04 
Jul; SITU Houston 1716CDT 04Jul) 

• A WHALE: which is an oil tanker that was converted to be a giant skimmer, is in the field and 
has completed its testing.  Results of the test are forthcoming.  This tanker collects water and oil 
through jaws which are submerged just below the water line.  It has the potential to skim up to 1 
million bbls of oil in 15 days, this is subject to the condition of oil/water mixture. (OIR Update 
1800CDT 03 Jul) 

• Short Term Containment: Top Hat – Top Hat #4 is in place over the MC 252 BOP and 
producing oil in conjunction with ENTERPRISE.  Seas at ENTERPRISE were reported to be 4’ 
to 6’. Top Hat #3 is available, located on the mud mat.  Top Hat #10 is available, located on the 
deck of ENTERPRISE.  There are no plans to change Top Hats at this time. (Houston Update 
1200EDT 04 Jul) 

• Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 1:  Planned startup of the system and production 
of oil is now Wednesday, 07 July.  The 4000’ Free Standing Riser (FSR) is fully in place.   The 
1,350’ flexible, CDP manifold to FSR base, installation is complete.  The 1,200’ flex hose that 
will attach the Junk Shot Manifold to the CDP Manifold is connected to the CDP manifold and 
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has been made. The BOA DEEP C is scheduled to move into position and attempt to attach it to 
the Junk Shot Manifold today while lightering ops are ongoing, provided the sea state and wind 
direction will allow the two vessels safely work within 40’ of each other.  The Quick  
 
Connect/Disconnect (QC/DC) will be connected to the top of FSR through a 1,060’ 6” flex hose. 
HELIX PRODUCER 1 will move into position tonight in preparation to start assembly of the 
QC/DC Buoy and connection of the 1060’ flex hose.  Approximately 48 hours of 3’ or less seas 
are required to complete the remaining work on the HELIX PRODUCER 1. Provided the 1060’ 
flexible riser and QC/DC are successfully assembled, flushing lines with Glycol will commence 
on Wednesday 06 July. (Houston Update 2000EDT 04 Jul) 

• Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 2:  To increase redundancy, BP will install a 
secondary subsea anchor, FSR, and float cans.  The air can and subsea anchor are complete.   
Suction pile installation will start 04 July, weather permitting.  FSR 2 has been constructed and 
all components are staged in Port Fourchon.  Keel hauling of air cans for FSR2 commenced 
today.  Installation will commence once the first FSR installation is completed with startup and 
“first oil” anticipated OOA 19 July. (Houston Update 1200EDT 04 Jul) 

• MC 252 Well Bore Capping Plan:  The transition spool and capping stack is on board 
DISCOVERER INSPIRATION (9409936) located in MC462.  The capping stack was 
successfully tested to 10,000 psi and the deployment assembly is being installed. The flange 
splitter system scheduled to be on scene and pre deployed to sea bed after lightering ops are 
completed.  Machining on the “latch cap” contingency system continues.  The Single Valve 
Manifold is in route to Fourchon.  The flex joint straightening tool has completed alignment of 
the flange and flex joint and have achieved the desired angle for use of the capping stack.  
Alignment blocks are being placed to maintain the correct alignment. (Houston Update 
2000EDT 04 Jul) 

• Subsea Tie-In: As the containment fleet continues to expand to capture flow from the Macondo 
well, BP is initiating a plan to tie Macondo into nearby depleted wells. This will allow Macondo 
flow to be redirected.  If there is a hurricane that halts surface containment operations before a 
relief well can be complete, then a hurricane-safe containment/storage option may partially 
capture the flow until the hurricane passes and containment ops can be restarted. (Houston 
Update 1200EDT 04 Jul) 

• Rigel: The ENI operated Rigel well (nearly depleted gas well) is approximately 2 miles from 
Macondo.  After installation of the pressure containing cap on the BOP, it may be possible to tie 
in to the depleted Rigel well and inject some oil into the reservoir via the CDP manifold.  Survey 
work and laying of mudmats commenced today and construction is estimated to start on 17 July. 
Department of the Interior approved the option to plan for installation of this equipment.  All 
hardware has been obtained to allow execution of this option.  (Houston Update 1200EDT 04Jul) 

• Na Kika: The BP operated Na Kika flow loop is approximately 12 miles from Macondo.  After 
installation of the pressure containing cap, it may be possible to tie in to the flow loop and 
produce the oil back to the Na Kika facility.  During hurricane evacuation, it may be possible to 
inject some oil into reservoirs that Na Kika is already producing off of.  All hardware has been 
obtained to allow execution of this option. This option could be a long term production solution 
as well. (Houston Update 1200EDT 04 Jul) 
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Relief Well Data: (Houston Update 1200EDT 04 Jul) 
 

 
Total Drill Depth 
(MD=measured  or total 
drilled depth in feet) 

Day # of Est. 
Completion Days 

Comments  

DD-II  13,873’ 38 of 104 (37 %)  T-Time 110 hrs; 
 Drilling of relief wells are 
not expected to be impacted 
by high sea state 

DD-III  17,710' 62 of 104 (60%) T-Time 111 hrs; 
Drilling of relief wells are 
not expected to be impacted 
by high sea state 

 
 

• DD-II: 2nd Relief Well – They have drilled to 13,873’ and ran their 13-5/8” casing string.  They 
landed the casing string and cemented the 13-5/8” casing today.(Houston OIR 1847EDT 04 Jul) 

• DD-III: 1st Relief Well – DD3 will stop drilling at a depth of 17,874’ (100’ from penetration).  
They have currently drilled to 17,710’ MD and conducted ranging run #7.  They will now drill to 
17,770’ MD and conduct ranging run #8.  There are two more ranging runs planned after #8 
before they get to their next casing point which is the 9-7/8”.  (Houston OIR 1847EDT 04 Jul) 

 
(Houston Source Control Vessels 04 Jul)  
Name  Flag  Status/Location  Current Function  Comments 
Q4000  United 

States  
On Scene  Containment  

Continues to recover production and flare 
gas.  

T-Time 69 
hours 
Operations may 
conintue in sea 

states < 12’  
DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE  

Marshall 
Islands  

On Scene  Containment  
Continues to recover production, flare gas, 
and store oil.  

T-Time 114 
hours 
Operations may 
conintue in sea 

states < 12’  

HELIX PRODUCER I  Bahamas  At staging area  Oil Production  
 Landed and latched the 1350’ jumper to the 
CDP manifold, next steps are to test the 
connection. Marker buoys for the suction pile 
on the 2nd free standing riser have been set. 

Critical hook 
up operations 
possible only in 
sea states < 3-4’ 
Weather is 
still affecting 
operations. 
Forward plan 
is to install 
the 
freestanding 
riser and air 
can. 

LOCH RANNOCH  United 
Kingdom  

Anchored staging 
area  

Shuttle Tanker  
Will transfer oil from the HELIX 
PRODUCER  

Capacity is 
1,000,000 
bbls (40 
days on 
station)  
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DISCOVERER 
CLEAR LEADER  

Marshall 
Islands  

Anchored  Containment 
Will recover production 

Awaiting 
equipment  

SKANDI NEPTUNE Norway On-scene ROV operations Applying sub-
sea 
dispersants 
around the 
BOP stack 

MASSACHUSETTS  United 
States  

On-scene  Shuttle Tank Barge  
Transfers oil from the DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE  

Will be 
decontaminated 
at the LOOP 
and will 
proceed to 
Texas City, TX 
to offload.  

EVI KNUTSEN  Norway  On-scene  Shuttle Tanker  
Conducting DP trials  

Currently 
setting the 
anchors for 
the suction 
pile 
installation.  
Forward plan 
is to install 
the 
freestanding 
riser and air 
can. 

NAVION FENNIA  Bahamas  ETA to GoM 03 
July  

Shuttle Tanker  
Will transfer oil from the HELIX 
PRODUCER and the TOISA PISCES  

Inspection 
completed, 
CoC issued  

SEILLEAN  Panama  En-route to Port of Spain, 
Trinidad. ETA 09 July. 

Containment  
Will recover production  

Planning for 
inspection 
and retrofit in 
Port of Spain. 

OVERSEAS 
CASCADE  

United 
States  

On-scene Transfers oil from the DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE 

 

TOISA PISCES  Liberia  Corpus Christi, TX. 
Departure date for 
MC252 is 10 July. 

Undergoing modification  
Will attach to the CDP-2 free standing riser to 
process oil  

Expected to 
return to yard 
5 Jul, undergo 
modification 
and depart for 
MC252 10 
Jul.  

SEACOR RIGOROUS  United 
States  

At staging area   With transfer hose that will be used between 
HELIX PRODUCER & LOCH RANNOCH  

  

LA CHEVAL  United 
States  

At staging area  With transfer hose that will be used between 
HELIX PRODUCER & LOCH RANNOCH  

  

A WHALE Taiwan On-scene Containment; converted to a giant skimmer Undergoing 
tests 
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International Offers of Assistance: As of July 3, the NIC has received 114 offers from 42 countries, 4 
International Organizations. 

•  Govt-Govt: 64 offers, 22 countries, 4 International Organizations 
° 41 offers were for critical resources, 11 are for skimmers. 
° 35 govt-govt offers have been accepted to date. 
° 1 offer of a Transrec-150 Skimmer accepted from an International Organization (EMSA) 
° 1 new offer received from Taiwan 
° Accepted 1 offer of fire boom from China 

• Govt Facilitated and Private: 50 offers, 26 countries 
° 27 offers were government facilitated 
° 23 offers were from private companies 
° 28 offers were for critical resources, 7 are for skimmers 
° 7 have already been accepted 

Clean-Up/Response Operations Shoreside: (DWH AAG 0600 04 Jul)  
 LA MS AL FL TOTAL 

Current Miles of 
Shoreline Impact 

264.6 67.9 59.4 82.15 474.05 

People Assigned 1,810 2,808 3,991 4,060 12,669 

 
Safety/Personnel Casualties:   
 

• On July 04 at approximately 1000, an Alabama Theodore Industrial Park employee became sea 
sick.  His vitals were normal and an IV was started to replenish fluids.  The employee was sent 
home for the day.  (ICP Mobile 1802EDT 04Jul) 

  
   Environmental Impact:  

• No in-situ burning will occur until at least 06 July due to expected weather conditions & Pending 
Litigation.  

• Environmental groups are seeking a temporary restraining order to enjoin the UAC from 
conducting in-situ burning operations under the theory that activity harms sea turtles and 
therefore violates the Endangered Species Act (ESA). The environmental groups and UAC 
attorneys (CG/DOJ/BP) have agreed to continue negotiating in lieu of litigation. (NIC Bulletin 
0935EDT 03 Jul) 

• TX: NSTR(DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul)  
• LA:  Branches are preparing resources for rapid response to likely oiling in several locations 

from St. Bernard Parish to Grand Isle. Continued operations throughout Barataria Bay, South 
Pass and Grand Terre. Most branches on weather stand down. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul)  

• MS:  Cleanup crews worked to remove oil on Long Beach; mechanical recovery efforts with 
Beach Tech 2000 and manual beach cleaning conducted at Pascaoula Beach. (DWH AAG 
0600EDT 04 Jul) 
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• AL:  Resumed beach cleaning in Baldwin county from Fort Morgan to Perdido Pass. (DWH 
AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul) 

• FL: Continued mechanical and manual cleanup on Pensacola Beach and Perdido Key with heavy 
impact reported. Conducted manual cleanups in Okaloosa, Walton and Bay Counties. Responded 
to reports of light to moderate tarball impact in West Pensacola Beach east and west. Beach 
cleanup and inspections conducted on Walton County from Miramar Beach east to Dune Allen 
Beach and points west to the county line. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul) 

 
Port/Waterway Economic Impact:  

• All ports remain open, including the Louisiana Offshore Oil Port (LOOP).  
• Decontamination Activities: 

02 Commercial tugs and barges required DECON. (Exec Sum 1028EDT 01 Jul)  
• 80,228 sq mi (33%) of Gulf Federal waters are closed to fishing. (NOAA 28 June)  

 
Equipment & Resources Assigned: (DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul) 

 LA MS AL FL DRILL SITE Totals 

VOO 757 752 1,167 486 0 3,162 

Barges 457 78 74 28 0 637 

Other 
(Command & 
Control, Boom 

Tending, Other) 

1,525 414 563 234 24 2,764 

Skimmers, 
Inshore 

333 333 

Skimmers, 
Offshore 

63 63 

Skimmers, 
Nearshore 

159 159 

Fixed Wing 36 36 

Helo 77 77 

Total 2,739 1,244 1,804 748 24 6,563 

 
 
Financial Update: (NPFC Executive Financial Summary Report 03 Jul)  

OSLTF Emergency Fund Remaining  $31,543,260.69  

Fed Project Ceiling  $359,500,000.00  

Obligated funds to Date  $244,189, 477.06  

Fed project Ceiling Remaining  $115,310,522.94  
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BP Claims Summary: (BP Dashboard Report 02 Jul) Not reported on weekends. 

• Total Number of Claims: 92,038  
• Total Amount Disbursed: $143,969,178  
• Number of Claims Denied: 0  
• Number of Checks Disbursed: 45,458 

 
 
 
BP Claims Call Center Statistics: (BP Dashboard 02 Jul) Not reported on weekends. 

• Calls Received: 1790  
• Wait Time: 6 seconds current figures not listed 
• Calls abandoned: 19 (1%) current figures not listed 
• Non-Claims related calls: 623 current figures not listed 
• Call operator dedicated hours: 1,153 hours current figures not listed 
• Call operators: 171  
• Checks written: 1,683 
• Cumulative Checks written: 45,458  
• Managers/adjusters in field: 950 
• Claim Centers: 35 

 
Future Plans (Next 24-48 hours): (UAC Exec Sum 04 Jul)  

• Continue sub-sea dispersant; monitor pressure 
• Optimize flow back to the Enterprise; conduct lightering operations 
• Q4000 maintain flowback and flaring operations 
• DDII: run and cement casing 
• DDIII: complete magnetic ranging run #6 and drill ahead 
• CDP 1: preparation for HP1 hook up and operations 
• CDP 2: complete pre-lay survey for flowlines 

 
NIC Strategic Efforts: 
• FRTG Flow Rate Analysis  
      This improved estimate is based on more and better data that is available after the riser cut data     
      which helps increase the scientific confidence in the accuracy of the estimate.  As the  
      Government continues to collect additional data and refine these estimates, it is important to  
      realize that the numbers can change.  In particular, because the upper number is less certain, it is  
      important to plan for the upper estimate plus additional contingencies immediately.  The most  
      likely flow rate of oil is between 35,000 and 60,000 barrels per day. 
• Interagency Alternative Technology Assessment Program (IATAP) 
      M/V A WHALE - The Coast Guard Research and Development Center has assembled an  
      IATAP observation team of Coast Guard, Navy SupSalv, and NOAA representatives to  
      oversee BP testing of the skimming system on this vessel.   
• International Engagement Strategy  
      Interagency Strategic Planning (IASP) maintains country specific files on the potential for   
      Impact from the DWH pollution incident on foreign countries. To date, IASP provided briefs to   
      DOS on projections for impact to Cuba, Bahamas, and Bermuda.  Brief for Mexico is pending  
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      until DOS confirms meeting participants, time, and location specifics. If the potential for impact  
      on a foreign country becomes likely, IASP will initiate notification to DOS to provide official  
      notification to the country. 
• Hurricane/Severe Weather Contingency Plan  
      Briefed S1, final draft is being completed. 
      Anticipate final approval of DWH Hurricane/Severe Weather Plans in the immediate future. 
      Follow up discussions on pre and post storm planning ongoing with DoD, FEMA, and other  
      governmental agencies 
      UAC will conduct a UAC-UIC SWCP table top exercise on 6 July.  
      CG participation planned for Joint Chiefs of Staff SWCP Critical Mission Exercise 12.1, 14 July. 
• Implementation Strategy  
      Drafted a NIC directive to guide UAC actions. Draft will be available for NIC review in the  
      immediate future. 
• Coast Guard/EPA Emergency Regulation 
      The Coast Guard and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) continue to take steps to    
      ensure that vital oil spill response equipment currently stationed throughout the country is  
      available to join the fight against BP’s leaking oil in the GOM. On 30 June, a joint Coast Guard- 
      EPA temporary interim rule, was published in the Federal Register and became effective. The  
      rule  temporarily lowers timing thresholds that require identification and staging of oil spill  
      response equipment around the country in case of an oil spill—freeing up some resources for  
      deployment to the Gulf.  Essentially this means that we are temporarily reducing the time in  
      which equipment, including vessels, must be available and “at the ready” for an oil spill so that  
      we can battle the BP oil spill with an even greater force than we have already mobilized. 
• Coast Guard Safety Zone Establishment (Boom Protection) 
      The Captains of the Port for Morgan City, LA, New Orleans, LA, and Mobile, AL, under the  
      authority of the Ports and Waterways Safety Act, has established a 20-meter safety zone  
      surrounding all Deepwater Horizon booming operations and oil response efforts taking place in  
      Southeast Louisiana.  The safety zone has been put in place to protect members of the response  
      effort, the installation and maintenance of oil containment boom, the operation of response  
      equipment and protection of the environment by limiting access to and through deployed  
      protective boom.  Violation of a safety zone can result in up to a $40,000 civil penalty. Willful  
      violations may result in a class D felony.  
• Critical Resources Strategic Planning (DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul)  
      At 0900EST, 01 July the Homeport Oil Skimmer Web-form was activated.  The form requests  
      information from manufacturers, vendors, and/or owners of oil skimming equipment, seeking the  
      availability of skimmers that could potentially be used for the Deepwater Horizon Response in  
      the Gulf of Mexico.  A press release is anticipated soon. 

Skimmers  
o Current total: 555  
Boom  
o Total Deployed: 2,915,171 feet  
o Total Assigned: 272,561 feet  
o Total Staged: 935,034 feet  
o Total Ordered: 780,252 feet  
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NOC-PRODUCED SENIOR LEADERSHIP BRIEF 

 
1800EDT 03 July 2010 
Updates in bold blue 
 
Secretary of Homeland Security Priorities  

• Ensure Responsible Party (RP) is doing everything it can to stop the oil leak.  
• Ensure all capabilities (government, private, and commercial) and resources are being 

leveraged to protect the environment and facilitate a rapid, robust cleanup effort.  
• Ensure every effort is being made to include and inform the local communities in support of 

response operations.  
 
Current Situation  
 
• Oil Stoppage  
 
ο Lower Marine Riser Package (LMRP) TOP HAT  
Oil transfer from ENTERPRISE to CASCADE commenced 4 July. (NIC)  

 ENTERPRISE is due to reach capacity 5 July if current production levels continue.  
 Q-4000 flowback is in progress and stable.  
  

� Oil and gas flowing from TOP HAT to ENTERPRISE and Q-4000 (NIC)  
 Cumulative oil/gas recovered/flared 3 July: 25,198 barrels of oil and 57 million cubic ft of gas.  
 Total oil/gas recovered/flared to date: 607,644 barrels of oil and 1352.5 million cubic ft of gas.  
  

ο Long Term Containment and Disposal Project (CDP)  
 
� CDP-1: Estimated startup 8 July. (NIC)  

 Conducted successful pressure test of 1,350 feet jumper.  
  

� CDP-2: Estimated startup 15 July. (NIC)  
 Set suction pile and installed clump weight and QCX/DC buoy.  
  

ο Relief Wells  
 
� Drill Rig DDIII (first relief well) conducting relief well operations; drill depth 12,625 ft below sea 
floor (17,630 ft below drill floor). (NIC)  

 Preparing to conduct magnetic ranging run # 6. (NIC)  
 Drill has landed the 13 5/8 inch casing and commenced cementing. (NIC)  
  

� Drill Rig DDII (second relief well) conducting relief well operations; drill depth 8,655 ft below sea 
floor (13,873 ft below drill floor). (NIC)  

 Drill will stop at a depth of 17,874 ft (100 ft from penetration). (NIC)  
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ο Three Ram Capping Stack  
 
� Capping stack and transition spool ready for deployment and due to be transported to scene 4 July. 
(NIC)  
 
• Oil Flow  
 
ο Flow Rate Technical Group (FRTG) estimates oil flow rate is 35,000 - 60,000 barrels per day. (JIC)  
 
• Oil Landfall  
 
ο Current amount of landfall impacted: 474.05 miles. (NIC)  
 
ο LA: (NIC)  
 
� Operations on weather stand-down.  
 
� Only light oiling found and heavy oil impact down by 5 miles.  
 
ο MS: (NIC)  
 
� Crews cleaned oil from Long and Pascagoula Beaches.  

 Night cleaning continued on Long Island.  
 Operations suspended on barrier islands due to rough seas.  
  

ο AL: (NIC)  
 
� Beach cleanup resumed in Baldwin County from Fort Morgan to Perdido Pass.  
 
ο FL: (NIC)  
 
� Conducted manual cleanups in Okaloosa, Walton and Bay Counties.  
 
� Crews responded to reported tar balls in West Pensacola Beach.  
 
� Beach cleanup and inspections conducted in Walton County from Miramar Beach to Dune Allen 
Beach.  
 
• Operations  
 
ο No In Situ Burns (ISB) conducted 4 July. (NIC)  
 
� No ISBs will occur until at least 6 July due to expected weather conditions and pending litigation.  
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ο Booming/skimming operations continue, weather permitting. (NIC)  
 
� Oily water mixture recovered to date: 673,497 barrels. (NIC)  
 
ο Vessel A WHALE, an oil tanker converted to a skimmer, is on scene and awaiting results of testing. 
(NIC)  
 
• Health Concerns  
 
ο Heat stress remains the primary concern for response workers. (OHA)  
 
• Dispersants  
 
ο No aerial dispersant flights were flown 3 July. (NIC)  
 
ο Subsea dispersant use continues at a rate of 7.9 gallons per minute. (NIC)  
 
• Shipping Channels/Ports  
 
ο All shipping channels/ports remain open in the Gulf Coast Region. (USCG)  
 
ο To date, a total of 6 vessels have required decontamination. (NIC)  
 
• Assets on Scene:  
 
ο Personnel: 44,571 (NIC)  
UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY Page 3 of 4 UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL 
USE ONLY  
 
ο Boom deployed: 2,915,171 ft (NIC)  
 
ο Dispersant to date: 1,689,640 gals (1,065,801 surface/623,839 subsea) (NIC)  
 
ο Total vessels assigned: 6,583 (NIC)  
 
ο Fixed-wing aircraft: 36 (NIC)  
 
ο Helicopters: 77 (NIC)  
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Federal Agencies/Departments  
 
• U.S. Coast Guard (USCG)  
 
ο Continuing incident coordination and response activities.  
 
• Customs and Border Protection (CBP)  
 
ο Providing flight advisory information to aircraft participating in disaster response and video to track 
oil plume movement; aircraft mission-hours to date: 938  
 
• Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)  
 
ο Supporting NIC activities and Federal On-Scene Coordinator.  
 
• Department of Agriculture (USDA)  
 
ο Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service providing wildlife recovery services.  
 
• Department of Defense (DoD)  
 
ο US Army Corps of Engineers overseeing berm projects in AL and LA.  
 
• Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)  
 
ο Continuing to sample air, water, sediment, and waste.  
 
• Health and Human Services (HHS)  
 
ο FDA South East Region inspected 206 primary seafood processing firms in Alabama, Florida, 
Louisiana, and Mississippi for limited Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points.  
 
• Department of the Interior (DOI)  
 
ο White House is hosting weekly conference calls for Native American outreach with representatives 
from Federally- and non-Federally recognized tribes.  
 
• National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)  
 
ο Little change with a small non tropical area of low pressure located about 115 miles south 
southwest of the mouth of Mississippi River.  
 
ο Tropical wave over the northwestern Caribbean Sea has become a little better organized and 
surface pressures are beginning to fall in the area.  
 
ο Low chance (10 percent) of becoming a cyclone in next 24-48 hours.  

Release 4 - HQ-FOI-01268-12 All emails sent by "Richard Windsor" were sent by EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson



National Incident Command 
0430EDT – 05 July 2010 
Deepwater Horizon Spill Response 

 
 

Produced by the National Incident Command 
0430EDT 05 July 2010 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

 
ο Weather forecast:  
 
� Sun, 4 July: East winds 12-15 knots; seas 3-4 ft and choppy.  
 
� Mon, 5 July: South winds 13-15 knots; seas 3 ft and choppy.  
 
� Tue, 6 July: Southeast winds 15 knots; seas 4 ft and choppy.  
UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY Page 4 of 4 UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL 
USE ONLY  
 
• Department of Energy (DOE)  
 
ο Assisting Unified Command and supporting the Interagency Solutions Group.  
 
Critical Infrastructure Key Resources (CIKR)  
 
• National Infrastructure Coordinating Center (NICC)  
 
ο Continuing to monitor CIKR.  
 
State and Local Agencies  
. AL, FL, LA, MS and TX are communicating with DHS daily.  
 
National Operations Center  
. Current Posture: Phase 2 - Concern; Crisis Action Team activated.  
. The next SLB is scheduled for 0600 EDT 5 July.  
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JOINT INFORMATION CENTER 
24-HOUR SUMMARY 

 

UPDATED July 4, 2010 7 PM 

PAST 24 HOURS 

 

Crews Assess the Effects of Recent Weather on Response Operations 

Crews in Louisiana and along the Gulf Coast are checking deployed boom and surveying for additional 

oil deposits after heavy weather moved through the area. Heavy winds and waves have blown sand 

across beaches, burying oil and boom. Reports of damaged and stranded boom have been received 

from Plaquemines, Terrebonne, Iberia, Jefferson and Lafourche parishes. Crews are beginning a 

systematic effort to repair any boom that has been damaged. 

 

BP Continues to Optimize Oil Recovery Rates from its Leaking Well 

Under the direction of the federal government, BP continues to capture some oil and burn gas at the 

surface using its containment dome technique—collecting oil aboard the Discoverer Enterprise, which 

is linked by a fixed riser pipe to the wellhead, and flaring off additional oil and gas on the Q4000, 

which is connected to the choke line. The collection capacity is expected to increase to an estimated 

53,000 barrels per day once the third vessel, the Helix Producer, begins bringing additional oil up 

through the kill line—a redundancy measure also taken at the administration’s direction. 

 

Progress Continues in Drilling Relief Wells; Ranging Process Continues  

The drilling of relief wells continues and has not been interrupted by elevated sea states. 

The Development Driller III has drilled the first relief well to a depth of approximately 17,400 feet 

below the Gulf surface. The Development Driller II has drilled the second relief well—a redundancy 

measure taken at the direction of the administration—to a depth of more than 13,800 feet below the 

surface. BP continues the “ranging” process—which involves periodically withdrawing the drill pipe 

and sending an electrical signal down to determine how close they are getting to the wellbore. 

 

By the Numbers to Date: 
• The administration has authorized the deployment of 17,500 National Guard troops from Gulf Coast 

states to respond to this crisis; currently, 1,577 are active.  

• More than 44,500 personnel are currently responding to protect the shoreline and wildlife and cleanup 
vital coastlines.  
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• More than 7,000 vessels are currently responding on site, including skimmers, tugs, barges, and 
recovery vessels to assist in containment and cleanup efforts—in addition to dozens of aircraft, 
remotely operated vehicles, and multiple mobile offshore drilling units.  

• Approximately 2.9 million feet of containment boom and 5.09 million feet of sorbent boom have been 
deployed to contain the spill—and approximately 935,000 feet of containment boom and 2.36 million 
feet of sorbent boom are available.  

• More than 28.2 million gallons of an oil-water mix have been recovered.  

• Approximately 1.68 million gallons of total dispersant have been applied—1.06 million on the surface 
and 623,000 sub-sea. More than 451,000 gallons are available.  

• 275 controlled burns have been conducted, efficiently removing a total of approximately 10 million 
gallons of oil from the open water in an effort to protect shoreline and wildlife. Because calculations 
on the volume of oil burned can take more than 48 hours, the reported total volume may not reflect the 
most recent controlled burns.   

• 17 staging areas are in place to protect sensitive shorelines.  

• Approximately 484 miles of Gulf Coast shoreline is currently oiled—approximately 264 miles in 
Louisiana, 79 miles in Mississippi, 59 miles in Alabama, and 82 miles in Florida. These numbers 
reflect a daily snapshot of shoreline currently experiencing impacts from oil so that planning and field 
operations can more quickly respond to new impacts; they do not include cumulative impacts to date, 
or shoreline that has already been cleared.  

• imately 80,228 square miles of Gulf of Mexico federal waters remain closed to fishing in order Approx
to balance economic and public health concerns. More than 66 percent remains open. Details can be 
found at http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/.  

• e, the administration has leveraged assets and skills from numerous foreign countries and To dat
international organizations as part of this historic, all-hands-on-deck response, including Belgium, 
Canada, China, France, Germany, Japan, Kenya, Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, Qatar, Russia, Spain, 
United Kingdom, Tunisia the United Nations’ International Maritime Organization and the European 
Union's Monitoring and Information Centre.  
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BOOM SITUATION STATUS MAP 
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01268-EPA-5346

"NIC-DOCS" 
<NIC-DOCS@uscg.mil> 
Sent by: NIC-DOCS@uscg.mil

07/05/2010 05:02 AM

To "NIC-DOCS", "HQS-PF-fldr-NIC HQ Situation Unit", 
"HQS-DG-LST-NIC-Situation Briefing", "Ortman, Chris", 
"dave.westerholm", "dwh.dhs", "dwh.noaa", "Bamford, 
George", "Rogers, Jim", "Joint.Staff", "kati.walsh", 
"Foresman, Lee", "Pension, Lisa", "National Command 
Center", "NGA.cat", "nga.ic.cat", "nga.smil.cat", "NOC.imo", 
"NOC SWO Restricted", "NOC SWO", "NOC.uscg", "OPS 
CAT", "OSD.Watch", "SBS-All", "tina.eichenour"

cc "HQS-PF-fldr-NIC HQ Situation Unit"

bcc

Subject CORRECTED: NIC Situation Report 0430EDT 05JUL10

Good Morning All,

Attached is the CORRECTED 0430EDT NIC Situation Report.  Document reflects the 
current cumulative totals for bbls collected and gas flared.

V/R,

OSC Blair Stanifer
National Incident Command (NIC)
Situation Unit
24 hour hotline - 202-372-1710

NIC Situation Report 0430EDT 05Jul.pdfNIC Situation Report 0430EDT 05Jul.pdf
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National Incident Commander Objectives: 

1. Establish and manage a coordinated interagency response effort to effectively employ all resources 
required to mitigate current and long term environmental and economic impacts of the incident. 

2. Engage and inform the public, stakeholders and the media, keeping them apprised of response activities 
and plans. 

3. Engage across all levels of government to develop courses of action for issues that span multiple agencies 
and departments. 

 
Unified Area Command Objectives: 

1. Ensure the safety and welfare of citizens and response personnel. 
2. Control the source of the spill. 
3. Continue to contain, recover, and dispose of spilled material. 
4. Continue to maximize use and availability of advanced source control and response technologies. 
5. Continue to maximize the protection, assessment, and response to environmentally, sensitive areas and 

wildlife risk. 
6. Ensure stakeholders, government officials, and the public are kept informed of source control and 

response actions. 
7. Minimize social, political, economic, and environmental impacts. 
8. Continue to optimize critical resource utilization and effectiveness from all agencies and organizations 

across all response areas. 
9. Ensure sustainability by conducting strategic planning to address long-range planning concerns; including 

worst case scenarios, contingencies, resources, logistics, and potential gaps. 
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Highlights of the Last Operational Period:  (UAC Exec Sum 04 Jul) 

• No controlled burns completed, 0 dispersant flights 
• Q4000 flowback in progress and stable 
• Enterprise maintained oil recovery; stable operations. Lightering operations aborted due to 

adverse weather 
• Continued subsea dispersant injection at 7.9 gpm 
• DDII rigged up and started casing run 
• DDIII drilled to 17,630’ and prepared to conduct magnetic ranging run #6 
• CDP 1 conducted successful pressure test of 1,350’ jumper 
• CDP 2: set suction pile, and installed clump weight and QC/DC buoy 
• NOAA has expanded the closed fishing area to include portions of the slick moving beyond the 

area’s current northwestern boundary.  The closed area now represents 81,181 square miles 
which is approximately 33.5 percent of GOM federal waters.  Details can be found at 
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/. (NIC Bulletin 2348EDT 04 Jul) 

• As of 0000EDT 05 Jul, 38,600 bbls have been transferred to the CASCADE. 
• On July 04 at approximately 1000, an Alabama Theodore Industrial Park employee became sea 

sick.  His vitals were normal and an IV was started to replenish fluids.  The employee was sent 
home for the day.  (ICP Mobile 1802EDT 04Jul) 

 
Weather: (NWS NHC 0330EDT 05 Jul) 
A STATIONARY FRONT EXTENDS FROM NORTHERN FLORIDA TO  
A 1011 MB LOW NEAR 27.5N90W. THE LOW IS FORECAST TO TURN NW AND  
REACH THE SOUTHERN LOUISIANA COAST MON EVENING AS IT BECOMES  
DIFFUSE. LOW PRES...POSSIBLE TROPICAL CYCLONE...WILL MOVE ACROSS  
THE YUCATAN CHANNEL INTO THE GULF OF MEXICO MONDAY NIGHT. THE  
LOW WILL BE NEAR 24N90W TUE NIGHT...27N93W WED NIGHT...AND NEAR  
THE TEXAS COAST THU NIGHT. 
 
Weather On-Scene:  

• TODAY: South winds 5 to 10 knots. Seas 1 to 2 feet. Protected waters a light chop. Chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.  

• TONIGHT: Southeast winds 10 to 15 knots. Seas 1 to 2 feet. Protected waters choppy. Chance of 
showers and thunderstorms 

• TUESDAY: Southeast winds 10 to 15 knots.  Seas 3 to 5 feet. Seas and protected waters choppy.  
Thunderstorms likely . 

• WEDNESDAY:  Winds shifting East Southeast 15-20 knots.  Seas 6 to 8 feet.  Seas rough.  
Numerous scattered showers and squalls.  
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Source Control: (UAC Exec Sum 04 Jul) 

  0000-2359CDT 04 July Total Recovered/Flared to date: 

Vessel  OIL  GAS  OIL  GAS  

DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE  
 

16,924 bbls  38.0 million cubic 
ft of gas  

472,216 bbls  
 
*includes collection total 
for Riser Insertion Test 
Tube (RITT - 22,158 bbls) 

1069.4 million 
cubic ft of gas 
* includes collection total 
for Riser Insertion Test 
Tube (RITT – 88.4 gas)  

Q4000  8,036 bbls  19.0 million cubic 
ft of gas  

160,388 bbls  340.0 million cubic 
ft of gas  

Cumulative oil/gas 
recoverd  

24,960 bbls  57.0 million cubic 
ft of gas  

632,604 bbls  1409.5 million 
cubic ft of gas  

 
• DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE (DE):  Lightering operations with the OVERSEAS CASCADE 

started at 1534EDT.  Current weather conditions are favorable for lightering. Lightering ops 
require 24 hours for full discharge.  They continue to inject methanol at the top hat to prevent 
hydrate plugging; continue to optimize recovery.  (NIC Bul 1542EDT 04 Jul) 

• Sub-sea Dispersant: From 0000-1200L 04 July dispersants were injected at the BOP at an 
average rate of 6.75 gallons per minute.  Due to short-term dispersant application shut-downs, 
dispersant injection rates ranged throughout the 12 hour period from 3.9 to 8.3 gallons per 
minute.   There were three application shut downs: one beginning at 0150 for 24 minutes, one 
beginning at 0223 for 9 minutes, and one beginning at 0244 for 26 minutes.  (Houston Update 
2000EDT 04 Jul) 

• Q4000: recovered and burned a total of 8,176 barrels of oil and flared 19.3 million cubic feet of 
gas over the 24-hour period from 0000-2400 hrs on 7/03/2010; continue to optimize recovery.  
There was a temporary shutdown of operations at 0847CDT, 04 Jul, due to a Process Safety Low 
trip on the water curtain manifold.  Operations resumed at 0909CDT.  (OIR Update 0600CDT 04 
Jul; SITU Houston 1716CDT 04Jul) 

• A WHALE: which is an oil tanker that was converted to be a giant skimmer, is in the field and 
has completed its testing.  Results of the test are forthcoming.  This tanker collects water and oil 
through jaws which are submerged just below the water line.  It has the potential to skim up to 1 
million bbls of oil in 15 days, this is subject to the condition of oil/water mixture. (OIR Update 
1800CDT 03 Jul) 

• Short Term Containment: Top Hat – Top Hat #4 is in place over the MC 252 BOP and 
producing oil in conjunction with ENTERPRISE.  Seas at ENTERPRISE were reported to be 4’ 
to 6’. Top Hat #3 is available, located on the mud mat.  Top Hat #10 is available, located on the 
deck of ENTERPRISE.  There are no plans to change Top Hats at this time. (Houston Update 
1200EDT 04 Jul) 

• Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 1:  Planned startup of the system and production 
of oil is now Wednesday, 07 July.  The 4000’ Free Standing Riser (FSR) is fully in place.   The 
1,350’ flexible, CDP manifold to FSR base, installation is complete.  The 1,200’ flex hose that 
will attach the Junk Shot Manifold to the CDP Manifold is connected to the CDP manifold and 
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has been made. The BOA DEEP C is scheduled to move into position and attempt to attach it to 
the Junk Shot Manifold today while lightering ops are ongoing, provided the sea state and wind 
direction will allow the two vessels safely work within 40’ of each other.  The Quick  
 
Connect/Disconnect (QC/DC) will be connected to the top of FSR through a 1,060’ 6” flex hose. 
HELIX PRODUCER 1 will move into position tonight in preparation to start assembly of the 
QC/DC Buoy and connection of the 1060’ flex hose.  Approximately 48 hours of 3’ or less seas 
are required to complete the remaining work on the HELIX PRODUCER 1. Provided the 1060’ 
flexible riser and QC/DC are successfully assembled, flushing lines with Glycol will commence 
on Wednesday 06 July. (Houston Update 2000EDT 04 Jul) 

• Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 2:  To increase redundancy, BP will install a 
secondary subsea anchor, FSR, and float cans.  The air can and subsea anchor are complete.   
Suction pile installation will start 04 July, weather permitting.  FSR 2 has been constructed and 
all components are staged in Port Fourchon.  Keel hauling of air cans for FSR2 commenced 
today.  Installation will commence once the first FSR installation is completed with startup and 
“first oil” anticipated OOA 19 July. (Houston Update 1200EDT 04 Jul) 

• MC 252 Well Bore Capping Plan:  The transition spool and capping stack is on board 
DISCOVERER INSPIRATION (9409936) located in MC462.  The capping stack was 
successfully tested to 10,000 psi and the deployment assembly is being installed. The flange 
splitter system scheduled to be on scene and pre deployed to sea bed after lightering ops are 
completed.  Machining on the “latch cap” contingency system continues.  The Single Valve 
Manifold is in route to Fourchon.  The flex joint straightening tool has completed alignment of 
the flange and flex joint and have achieved the desired angle for use of the capping stack.  
Alignment blocks are being placed to maintain the correct alignment. (Houston Update 
2000EDT 04 Jul) 

• Subsea Tie-In: As the containment fleet continues to expand to capture flow from the Macondo 
well, BP is initiating a plan to tie Macondo into nearby depleted wells. This will allow Macondo 
flow to be redirected.  If there is a hurricane that halts surface containment operations before a 
relief well can be complete, then a hurricane-safe containment/storage option may partially 
capture the flow until the hurricane passes and containment ops can be restarted. (Houston 
Update 1200EDT 04 Jul) 

• Rigel: The ENI operated Rigel well (nearly depleted gas well) is approximately 2 miles from 
Macondo.  After installation of the pressure containing cap on the BOP, it may be possible to tie 
in to the depleted Rigel well and inject some oil into the reservoir via the CDP manifold.  Survey 
work and laying of mudmats commenced today and construction is estimated to start on 17 July. 
Department of the Interior approved the option to plan for installation of this equipment.  All 
hardware has been obtained to allow execution of this option.  (Houston Update 1200EDT 04Jul) 

• Na Kika: The BP operated Na Kika flow loop is approximately 12 miles from Macondo.  After 
installation of the pressure containing cap, it may be possible to tie in to the flow loop and 
produce the oil back to the Na Kika facility.  During hurricane evacuation, it may be possible to 
inject some oil into reservoirs that Na Kika is already producing off of.  All hardware has been 
obtained to allow execution of this option. This option could be a long term production solution 
as well. (Houston Update 1200EDT 04 Jul) 
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Relief Well Data: (Houston Update 1200EDT 04 Jul) 
 

 
Total Drill Depth 
(MD=measured  or total 
drilled depth in feet) 

Day # of Est. 
Completion Days 

Comments  

DD-II  13,873’ 38 of 104 (37 %)  T-Time 110 hrs; 
 Drilling of relief wells are 
not expected to be impacted 
by high sea state 

DD-III  17,710' 62 of 104 (60%) T-Time 111 hrs; 
Drilling of relief wells are 
not expected to be impacted 
by high sea state 

 
 

• DD-II: 2nd Relief Well – They have drilled to 13,873’ and ran their 13-5/8” casing string.  They 
landed the casing string and cemented the 13-5/8” casing today.(Houston OIR 1847EDT 04 Jul) 

• DD-III: 1st Relief Well – DD3 will stop drilling at a depth of 17,874’ (100’ from penetration).  
They have currently drilled to 17,710’ MD and conducted ranging run #7.  They will now drill to 
17,770’ MD and conduct ranging run #8.  There are two more ranging runs planned after #8 
before they get to their next casing point which is the 9-7/8”.  (Houston OIR 1847EDT 04 Jul) 

 
(Houston Source Control Vessels 04 Jul)  
Name  Flag  Status/Location  Current Function  Comments 
Q4000  United 

States  
On Scene  Containment  

Continues to recover production and flare 
gas.  

T-Time 69 
hours 
Operations may 
conintue in sea 

states < 12’  
DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE  

Marshall 
Islands  

On Scene  Containment  
Continues to recover production, flare gas, 
and store oil.  

T-Time 114 
hours 
Operations may 
conintue in sea 

states < 12’  

HELIX PRODUCER I  Bahamas  At staging area  Oil Production  
 Landed and latched the 1350’ jumper to the 
CDP manifold, next steps are to test the 
connection. Marker buoys for the suction pile 
on the 2nd free standing riser have been set. 

Critical hook 
up operations 
possible only in 
sea states < 3-4’ 
Weather is 
still affecting 
operations. 
Forward plan 
is to install 
the 
freestanding 
riser and air 
can. 

LOCH RANNOCH  United 
Kingdom  

Anchored staging 
area  

Shuttle Tanker  
Will transfer oil from the HELIX 
PRODUCER  

Capacity is 
1,000,000 
bbls (40 
days on 
station)  
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DISCOVERER 
CLEAR LEADER  

Marshall 
Islands  

Anchored  Containment 
Will recover production 

Awaiting 
equipment  

SKANDI NEPTUNE Norway On-scene ROV operations Applying sub-
sea 
dispersants 
around the 
BOP stack 

MASSACHUSETTS  United 
States  

On-scene  Shuttle Tank Barge  
Transfers oil from the DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE  

Will be 
decontaminated 
at the LOOP 
and will 
proceed to 
Texas City, TX 
to offload.  

EVI KNUTSEN  Norway  On-scene  Shuttle Tanker  
Conducting DP trials  

Currently 
setting the 
anchors for 
the suction 
pile 
installation.  
Forward plan 
is to install 
the 
freestanding 
riser and air 
can. 

NAVION FENNIA  Bahamas  ETA to GoM 03 
July  

Shuttle Tanker  
Will transfer oil from the HELIX 
PRODUCER and the TOISA PISCES  

Inspection 
completed, 
CoC issued  

SEILLEAN  Panama  En-route to Port of Spain, 
Trinidad. ETA 09 July. 

Containment  
Will recover production  

Planning for 
inspection 
and retrofit in 
Port of Spain. 

OVERSEAS 
CASCADE  

United 
States  

On-scene Transfers oil from the DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE 

 

TOISA PISCES  Liberia  Corpus Christi, TX. 
Departure date for 
MC252 is 10 July. 

Undergoing modification  
Will attach to the CDP-2 free standing riser to 
process oil  

Expected to 
return to yard 
5 Jul, undergo 
modification 
and depart for 
MC252 10 
Jul.  

SEACOR RIGOROUS  United 
States  

At staging area   With transfer hose that will be used between 
HELIX PRODUCER & LOCH RANNOCH  

  

LA CHEVAL  United 
States  

At staging area  With transfer hose that will be used between 
HELIX PRODUCER & LOCH RANNOCH  

  

A WHALE Taiwan On-scene Containment; converted to a giant skimmer Undergoing 
tests 
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International Offers of Assistance: As of July 3, the NIC has received 114 offers from 42 countries, 4 
International Organizations. 

•  Govt-Govt: 64 offers, 22 countries, 4 International Organizations 
° 41 offers were for critical resources, 11 are for skimmers. 
° 35 govt-govt offers have been accepted to date. 
° 1 offer of a Transrec-150 Skimmer accepted from an International Organization (EMSA) 
° 1 new offer received from Taiwan 
° Accepted 1 offer of fire boom from China 

• Govt Facilitated and Private: 50 offers, 26 countries 
° 27 offers were government facilitated 
° 23 offers were from private companies 
° 28 offers were for critical resources, 7 are for skimmers 
° 7 have already been accepted 

Clean-Up/Response Operations Shoreside: (DWH AAG 0600 04 Jul)  
 LA MS AL FL TOTAL 

Current Miles of 
Shoreline Impact 

264.6 67.9 59.4 82.15 474.05 

People Assigned 1,810 2,808 3,991 4,060 12,669 

 
Safety/Personnel Casualties:   
 

• On July 04 at approximately 1000, an Alabama Theodore Industrial Park employee became sea 
sick.  His vitals were normal and an IV was started to replenish fluids.  The employee was sent 
home for the day.  (ICP Mobile 1802EDT 04Jul) 

  
   Environmental Impact:  

• No in-situ burning will occur until at least 06 July due to expected weather conditions & Pending 
Litigation.  

• Environmental groups are seeking a temporary restraining order to enjoin the UAC from 
conducting in-situ burning operations under the theory that activity harms sea turtles and 
therefore violates the Endangered Species Act (ESA). The environmental groups and UAC 
attorneys (CG/DOJ/BP) have agreed to continue negotiating in lieu of litigation. (NIC Bulletin 
0935EDT 03 Jul) 

• TX: NSTR(DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul)  
• LA:  Branches are preparing resources for rapid response to likely oiling in several locations 

from St. Bernard Parish to Grand Isle. Continued operations throughout Barataria Bay, South 
Pass and Grand Terre. Most branches on weather stand down. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul)  

• MS:  Cleanup crews worked to remove oil on Long Beach; mechanical recovery efforts with 
Beach Tech 2000 and manual beach cleaning conducted at Pascaoula Beach. (DWH AAG 
0600EDT 04 Jul) 
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• AL:  Resumed beach cleaning in Baldwin county from Fort Morgan to Perdido Pass. (DWH 
AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul) 

• FL: Continued mechanical and manual cleanup on Pensacola Beach and Perdido Key with heavy 
impact reported. Conducted manual cleanups in Okaloosa, Walton and Bay Counties. Responded 
to reports of light to moderate tarball impact in West Pensacola Beach east and west. Beach 
cleanup and inspections conducted on Walton County from Miramar Beach east to Dune Allen 
Beach and points west to the county line. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul) 

 
Port/Waterway Economic Impact:  

• All ports remain open, including the Louisiana Offshore Oil Port (LOOP).  
• Decontamination Activities: 

02 Commercial tugs and barges required DECON. (Exec Sum 1028EDT 01 Jul)  
• 80,228 sq mi (33%) of Gulf Federal waters are closed to fishing. (NOAA 28 June)  

 
Equipment & Resources Assigned: (DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul) 

 LA MS AL FL DRILL SITE Totals 

VOO 757 752 1,167 486 0 3,162 

Barges 457 78 74 28 0 637 

Other 
(Command & 
Control, Boom 

Tending, Other) 

1,525 414 563 234 24 2,764 

Skimmers, 
Inshore 

333 333 

Skimmers, 
Offshore 

63 63 

Skimmers, 
Nearshore 

159 159 

Fixed Wing 36 36 

Helo 77 77 

Total 2,739 1,244 1,804 748 24 6,563 

 
 
Financial Update: (NPFC Executive Financial Summary Report 03 Jul)  

OSLTF Emergency Fund Remaining  $31,543,260.69  

Fed Project Ceiling  $359,500,000.00  

Obligated funds to Date  $244,189, 477.06  

Fed project Ceiling Remaining  $115,310,522.94  
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BP Claims Summary: (BP Dashboard Report 02 Jul) Not reported on weekends. 

• Total Number of Claims: 92,038  
• Total Amount Disbursed: $143,969,178  
• Number of Claims Denied: 0  
• Number of Checks Disbursed: 45,458 

 
 
 
BP Claims Call Center Statistics: (BP Dashboard 02 Jul) Not reported on weekends. 

• Calls Received: 1790  
• Wait Time: 6 seconds current figures not listed 
• Calls abandoned: 19 (1%) current figures not listed 
• Non-Claims related calls: 623 current figures not listed 
• Call operator dedicated hours: 1,153 hours current figures not listed 
• Call operators: 171  
• Checks written: 1,683 
• Cumulative Checks written: 45,458  
• Managers/adjusters in field: 950 
• Claim Centers: 35 

 
Future Plans (Next 24-48 hours): (UAC Exec Sum 04 Jul)  

• Continue sub-sea dispersant; monitor pressure 
• Optimize flow back to the Enterprise; conduct lightering operations 
• Q4000 maintain flowback and flaring operations 
• DDII: run and cement casing 
• DDIII: complete magnetic ranging run #6 and drill ahead 
• CDP 1: preparation for HP1 hook up and operations 
• CDP 2: complete pre-lay survey for flowlines 

 
NIC Strategic Efforts: 
• FRTG Flow Rate Analysis  
      This improved estimate is based on more and better data that is available after the riser cut data     
      which helps increase the scientific confidence in the accuracy of the estimate.  As the  
      Government continues to collect additional data and refine these estimates, it is important to  
      realize that the numbers can change.  In particular, because the upper number is less certain, it is  
      important to plan for the upper estimate plus additional contingencies immediately.  The most  
      likely flow rate of oil is between 35,000 and 60,000 barrels per day. 
• Interagency Alternative Technology Assessment Program (IATAP) 
      M/V A WHALE - The Coast Guard Research and Development Center has assembled an  
      IATAP observation team of Coast Guard, Navy SupSalv, and NOAA representatives to  
      oversee BP testing of the skimming system on this vessel.   
• International Engagement Strategy  
      Interagency Strategic Planning (IASP) maintains country specific files on the potential for   
      Impact from the DWH pollution incident on foreign countries. To date, IASP provided briefs to   
      DOS on projections for impact to Cuba, Bahamas, and Bermuda.  Brief for Mexico is pending  
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      until DOS confirms meeting participants, time, and location specifics. If the potential for impact  
      on a foreign country becomes likely, IASP will initiate notification to DOS to provide official  
      notification to the country. 
• Hurricane/Severe Weather Contingency Plan  
      Briefed S1, final draft is being completed. 
      Anticipate final approval of DWH Hurricane/Severe Weather Plans in the immediate future. 
      Follow up discussions on pre and post storm planning ongoing with DoD, FEMA, and other  
      governmental agencies 
      UAC will conduct a UAC-UIC SWCP table top exercise on 6 July.  
      CG participation planned for Joint Chiefs of Staff SWCP Critical Mission Exercise 12.1, 14 July. 
• Implementation Strategy  
      Drafted a NIC directive to guide UAC actions. Draft will be available for NIC review in the  
      immediate future. 
• Coast Guard/EPA Emergency Regulation 
      The Coast Guard and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) continue to take steps to    
      ensure that vital oil spill response equipment currently stationed throughout the country is  
      available to join the fight against BP’s leaking oil in the GOM. On 30 June, a joint Coast Guard- 
      EPA temporary interim rule, was published in the Federal Register and became effective. The  
      rule  temporarily lowers timing thresholds that require identification and staging of oil spill  
      response equipment around the country in case of an oil spill—freeing up some resources for  
      deployment to the Gulf.  Essentially this means that we are temporarily reducing the time in  
      which equipment, including vessels, must be available and “at the ready” for an oil spill so that  
      we can battle the BP oil spill with an even greater force than we have already mobilized. 
• Coast Guard Safety Zone Establishment (Boom Protection) 
      The Captains of the Port for Morgan City, LA, New Orleans, LA, and Mobile, AL, under the  
      authority of the Ports and Waterways Safety Act, has established a 20-meter safety zone  
      surrounding all Deepwater Horizon booming operations and oil response efforts taking place in  
      Southeast Louisiana.  The safety zone has been put in place to protect members of the response  
      effort, the installation and maintenance of oil containment boom, the operation of response  
      equipment and protection of the environment by limiting access to and through deployed  
      protective boom.  Violation of a safety zone can result in up to a $40,000 civil penalty. Willful  
      violations may result in a class D felony.  
• Critical Resources Strategic Planning (DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul)  
      At 0900EST, 01 July the Homeport Oil Skimmer Web-form was activated.  The form requests  
      information from manufacturers, vendors, and/or owners of oil skimming equipment, seeking the  
      availability of skimmers that could potentially be used for the Deepwater Horizon Response in  
      the Gulf of Mexico.  A press release is anticipated soon. 

Skimmers  
o Current total: 555  
Boom  
o Total Deployed: 2,915,171 feet  
o Total Assigned: 272,561 feet  
o Total Staged: 935,034 feet  
o Total Ordered: 780,252 feet  
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NOC-PRODUCED SENIOR LEADERSHIP BRIEF 

 
1800EDT 03 July 2010 
Updates in bold blue 
 
Secretary of Homeland Security Priorities  

• Ensure Responsible Party (RP) is doing everything it can to stop the oil leak.  
• Ensure all capabilities (government, private, and commercial) and resources are being 

leveraged to protect the environment and facilitate a rapid, robust cleanup effort.  
• Ensure every effort is being made to include and inform the local communities in support of 

response operations.  
 
Current Situation  
 
• Oil Stoppage  
 
ο Lower Marine Riser Package (LMRP) TOP HAT  
Oil transfer from ENTERPRISE to CASCADE commenced 4 July. (NIC)  

 ENTERPRISE is due to reach capacity 5 July if current production levels continue.  
 Q-4000 flowback is in progress and stable.  
  

� Oil and gas flowing from TOP HAT to ENTERPRISE and Q-4000 (NIC)  
 Cumulative oil/gas recovered/flared 3 July: 25,198 barrels of oil and 57 million cubic ft of gas.  
 Total oil/gas recovered/flared to date: 607,644 barrels of oil and 1352.5 million cubic ft of gas.  
  

ο Long Term Containment and Disposal Project (CDP)  
 
� CDP-1: Estimated startup 8 July. (NIC)  

 Conducted successful pressure test of 1,350 feet jumper.  
  

� CDP-2: Estimated startup 15 July. (NIC)  
 Set suction pile and installed clump weight and QCX/DC buoy.  
  

ο Relief Wells  
 
� Drill Rig DDIII (first relief well) conducting relief well operations; drill depth 12,625 ft below sea 
floor (17,630 ft below drill floor). (NIC)  

 Preparing to conduct magnetic ranging run # 6. (NIC)  
 Drill has landed the 13 5/8 inch casing and commenced cementing. (NIC)  
  

� Drill Rig DDII (second relief well) conducting relief well operations; drill depth 8,655 ft below sea 
floor (13,873 ft below drill floor). (NIC)  

 Drill will stop at a depth of 17,874 ft (100 ft from penetration). (NIC)  
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ο Three Ram Capping Stack  
 
� Capping stack and transition spool ready for deployment and due to be transported to scene 4 July. 
(NIC)  
 
• Oil Flow  
 
ο Flow Rate Technical Group (FRTG) estimates oil flow rate is 35,000 - 60,000 barrels per day. (JIC)  
 
• Oil Landfall  
 
ο Current amount of landfall impacted: 474.05 miles. (NIC)  
 
ο LA: (NIC)  
 
� Operations on weather stand-down.  
 
� Only light oiling found and heavy oil impact down by 5 miles.  
 
ο MS: (NIC)  
 
� Crews cleaned oil from Long and Pascagoula Beaches.  

 Night cleaning continued on Long Island.  
 Operations suspended on barrier islands due to rough seas.  
  

ο AL: (NIC)  
 
� Beach cleanup resumed in Baldwin County from Fort Morgan to Perdido Pass.  
 
ο FL: (NIC)  
 
� Conducted manual cleanups in Okaloosa, Walton and Bay Counties.  
 
� Crews responded to reported tar balls in West Pensacola Beach.  
 
� Beach cleanup and inspections conducted in Walton County from Miramar Beach to Dune Allen 
Beach.  
 
• Operations  
 
ο No In Situ Burns (ISB) conducted 4 July. (NIC)  
 
� No ISBs will occur until at least 6 July due to expected weather conditions and pending litigation.  
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ο Booming/skimming operations continue, weather permitting. (NIC)  
 
� Oily water mixture recovered to date: 673,497 barrels. (NIC)  
 
ο Vessel A WHALE, an oil tanker converted to a skimmer, is on scene and awaiting results of testing. 
(NIC)  
 
• Health Concerns  
 
ο Heat stress remains the primary concern for response workers. (OHA)  
 
• Dispersants  
 
ο No aerial dispersant flights were flown 3 July. (NIC)  
 
ο Subsea dispersant use continues at a rate of 7.9 gallons per minute. (NIC)  
 
• Shipping Channels/Ports  
 
ο All shipping channels/ports remain open in the Gulf Coast Region. (USCG)  
 
ο To date, a total of 6 vessels have required decontamination. (NIC)  
 
• Assets on Scene:  
 
ο Personnel: 44,571 (NIC)  
UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY Page 3 of 4 UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL 
USE ONLY  
 
ο Boom deployed: 2,915,171 ft (NIC)  
 
ο Dispersant to date: 1,689,640 gals (1,065,801 surface/623,839 subsea) (NIC)  
 
ο Total vessels assigned: 6,583 (NIC)  
 
ο Fixed-wing aircraft: 36 (NIC)  
 
ο Helicopters: 77 (NIC)  
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Federal Agencies/Departments  
 
• U.S. Coast Guard (USCG)  
 
ο Continuing incident coordination and response activities.  
 
• Customs and Border Protection (CBP)  
 
ο Providing flight advisory information to aircraft participating in disaster response and video to track 
oil plume movement; aircraft mission-hours to date: 938  
 
• Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)  
 
ο Supporting NIC activities and Federal On-Scene Coordinator.  
 
• Department of Agriculture (USDA)  
 
ο Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service providing wildlife recovery services.  
 
• Department of Defense (DoD)  
 
ο US Army Corps of Engineers overseeing berm projects in AL and LA.  
 
• Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)  
 
ο Continuing to sample air, water, sediment, and waste.  
 
• Health and Human Services (HHS)  
 
ο FDA South East Region inspected 206 primary seafood processing firms in Alabama, Florida, 
Louisiana, and Mississippi for limited Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points.  
 
• Department of the Interior (DOI)  
 
ο White House is hosting weekly conference calls for Native American outreach with representatives 
from Federally- and non-Federally recognized tribes.  
 
• National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)  
 
ο Little change with a small non tropical area of low pressure located about 115 miles south 
southwest of the mouth of Mississippi River.  
 
ο Tropical wave over the northwestern Caribbean Sea has become a little better organized and 
surface pressures are beginning to fall in the area.  
 
ο Low chance (10 percent) of becoming a cyclone in next 24-48 hours.  
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ο Weather forecast:  
 
� Sun, 4 July: East winds 12-15 knots; seas 3-4 ft and choppy.  
 
� Mon, 5 July: South winds 13-15 knots; seas 3 ft and choppy.  
 
� Tue, 6 July: Southeast winds 15 knots; seas 4 ft and choppy.  
UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY Page 4 of 4 UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL 
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• Department of Energy (DOE)  
 
ο Assisting Unified Command and supporting the Interagency Solutions Group.  
 
Critical Infrastructure Key Resources (CIKR)  
 
• National Infrastructure Coordinating Center (NICC)  
 
ο Continuing to monitor CIKR.  
 
State and Local Agencies  
. AL, FL, LA, MS and TX are communicating with DHS daily.  
 
National Operations Center  
. Current Posture: Phase 2 - Concern; Crisis Action Team activated.  
. The next SLB is scheduled for 0600 EDT 5 July.  
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JOINT INFORMATION CENTER 
24-HOUR SUMMARY 

 

UPDATED July 4, 2010 7 PM 

PAST 24 HOURS 

 

Crews Assess the Effects of Recent Weather on Response Operations 

Crews in Louisiana and along the Gulf Coast are checking deployed boom and surveying for additional 

oil deposits after heavy weather moved through the area. Heavy winds and waves have blown sand 

across beaches, burying oil and boom. Reports of damaged and stranded boom have been received 

from Plaquemines, Terrebonne, Iberia, Jefferson and Lafourche parishes. Crews are beginning a 

systematic effort to repair any boom that has been damaged. 

 

BP Continues to Optimize Oil Recovery Rates from its Leaking Well 

Under the direction of the federal government, BP continues to capture some oil and burn gas at the 

surface using its containment dome technique—collecting oil aboard the Discoverer Enterprise, which 

is linked by a fixed riser pipe to the wellhead, and flaring off additional oil and gas on the Q4000, 

which is connected to the choke line. The collection capacity is expected to increase to an estimated 

53,000 barrels per day once the third vessel, the Helix Producer, begins bringing additional oil up 

through the kill line—a redundancy measure also taken at the administration’s direction. 

 

Progress Continues in Drilling Relief Wells; Ranging Process Continues  

The drilling of relief wells continues and has not been interrupted by elevated sea states. 

The Development Driller III has drilled the first relief well to a depth of approximately 17,400 feet 

below the Gulf surface. The Development Driller II has drilled the second relief well—a redundancy 

measure taken at the direction of the administration—to a depth of more than 13,800 feet below the 

surface. BP continues the “ranging” process—which involves periodically withdrawing the drill pipe 

and sending an electrical signal down to determine how close they are getting to the wellbore. 

 

By the Numbers to Date: 
• The administration has authorized the deployment of 17,500 National Guard troops from Gulf Coast 

states to respond to this crisis; currently, 1,577 are active.  

• More than 44,500 personnel are currently responding to protect the shoreline and wildlife and cleanup 
vital coastlines.  
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• More than 7,000 vessels are currently responding on site, including skimmers, tugs, barges, and 
recovery vessels to assist in containment and cleanup efforts—in addition to dozens of aircraft, 
remotely operated vehicles, and multiple mobile offshore drilling units.  

• Approximately 2.9 million feet of containment boom and 5.09 million feet of sorbent boom have been 
deployed to contain the spill—and approximately 935,000 feet of containment boom and 2.36 million 
feet of sorbent boom are available.  

• More than 28.2 million gallons of an oil-water mix have been recovered.  

• Approximately 1.68 million gallons of total dispersant have been applied—1.06 million on the surface 
and 623,000 sub-sea. More than 451,000 gallons are available.  

• 275 controlled burns have been conducted, efficiently removing a total of approximately 10 million 
gallons of oil from the open water in an effort to protect shoreline and wildlife. Because calculations 
on the volume of oil burned can take more than 48 hours, the reported total volume may not reflect the 
most recent controlled burns.   

• 17 staging areas are in place to protect sensitive shorelines.  

• Approximately 484 miles of Gulf Coast shoreline is currently oiled—approximately 264 miles in 
Louisiana, 79 miles in Mississippi, 59 miles in Alabama, and 82 miles in Florida. These numbers 
reflect a daily snapshot of shoreline currently experiencing impacts from oil so that planning and field 
operations can more quickly respond to new impacts; they do not include cumulative impacts to date, 
or shoreline that has already been cleared.  

• imately 80,228 square miles of Gulf of Mexico federal waters remain closed to fishing in order Approx
to balance economic and public health concerns. More than 66 percent remains open. Details can be 
found at http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/.  

• e, the administration has leveraged assets and skills from numerous foreign countries and To dat
international organizations as part of this historic, all-hands-on-deck response, including Belgium, 
Canada, China, France, Germany, Japan, Kenya, Mexico, Netherlands, Norway, Qatar, Russia, Spain, 
United Kingdom, Tunisia the United Nations’ International Maritime Organization and the European 
Union's Monitoring and Information Centre.  
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01268-EPA-5347

"NIC-DOCS" 
<NIC-DOCS@uscg.mil> 
Sent by: NIC-DOCS@uscg.mil

07/05/2010 06:25 AM

To "HQS-PF-fldr-NIC HQ Situation Unit", 
"HQS-DG-LST-NIC-Situation Briefing", "Ortman, Chris", 
"dave.westerholm", "dwh.dhs", "dwh.noaa", "Bamford, 
George", "Rogers, Jim", "Joint.Staff", "kati.walsh", 
"Foresman, Lee", "Pension, Lisa", "National Command 
Center", "NGA.cat", "nga.ic.cat", "nga.smil.cat", "NOC.imo", 
"NOC SWO Restricted", "NOC SWO", "NOC.uscg", "OPS 
CAT", "OSD.Watch", "SBS-All", "tina.eichenour"

cc "HQS-PF-fldr-NIC HQ Situation Unit"

bcc

Subject National Incident Commander 0630EDT 05JUL10 Briefing

Good Morning All,

Please find the attached Situation Briefing that has been prepared by the NIC 
Situation Unit current as of 0630EDT today.  Please see attached for full 
report.

Highlighted bullets:

•  NOAA has expanded the closed fishing area to include portions of 
the slick moving beyond the area’s current northwestern boundary.  The closed 
area  now represents 81,181 square miles which is approximately 33.5 
percent of GOM federal waters.  Details can be found at 
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/.  (NIC Bulletin 2348EDT 04 Jul)

•  As of 0000EDT 05 Jul, 38,600 bbls have been transferred to the 
CASCADE.

•  On July 04 at approximately 1000, an Alabama Theodore Industrial 
Park employee became sea sick.  His vitals were normal and an IV was started 
to  replenish fluids.  The employee was sent home for the day.  (ICP 
Mobile 1802EDT 04Jul)

 A STATIONARY FRONT EXTENDS FROM NORTHERN FLORIDA TO A 1011 MB LOW 
NEAR 27.5N90W. THE LOW IS FORECAST TO TURN NW AND REACH THE SOUTHERN LOUISIANA 

 COAST MON EVENING AS IT BECOMES DIFFUSE. LOW PRES...POSSIBLE 
TROPICAL CYCLONE...WILL MOVE ACROSS THE YUCATAN CHANNEL INTO THE GULF OF 
MEXICO MONDAY  NIGHT. THE LOW WILL BE NEAR 24N90W TUE NIGHT...27N93W 
WED NIGHT...AND NEAR THE TEXAS COAST THU NIGHT.

•  TODAY: South winds 5 to 10 knots. Seas 1 to 2 feet. Protected 
waters a light chop. Chance of showers and thunderstorms.
 
•  TONIGHT: Southeast winds 10 to 15 knots. Seas 1 to 2 feet. 
Protected waters choppy. Chance of showers and thunderstorms

•  TUESDAY: Southeast winds 10 to 15 knots.  Seas 3 to 5 feet. Seas 
and protected waters choppy.  Thunderstorms likely .

•  WEDNESDAY:  Winds shifting East Southeast 15-20 knots.  Seas 6 to 
8 feet.  Seas rough.  Numerous scattered showers and squalls.

 Total recovery for 0000 July 4th to 0000 July 5th were 24,959 
bbls of oil and 56.9 MMCF of gas.  The ENTERPRISE recovered 16,924 bbls of oil 
and  flared 38.0 MMCF of gas.  The Q4000 recovered 8,036 bbls of oil 
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and flared  19.0 MMCF of gas.

•  Sub-sea Dispersant: From 0000-1200L 04 July dispersants were 
injected at the BOP at an average rate of 6.75 gallons per minute.  Due to 
short-term  dispersant application shut-downs, dispersant injection 
rates ranged throughout the 12 hour period from 3.9 to 8.3 gallons per minute.   
There were  three application shut downs: one beginning at 0150 for 24 
minutes, one beginning at 0223 for 9 minutes, and one beginning at 0244 for 26 
minutes.   (Houston Update 2000EDT 04 Jul)

•  Q4000: recovered and burned a total of 8,176 barrels of oil and 
flared 19.3 million cubic feet of gas over the 24-hour period from 0000-2400 
hrs on  7/03/2010; continue to optimize recovery.  There was a 
temporary shutdown of operations at 0847CDT, 04 Jul, due to a Process Safety 
Low trip on the  water curtain manifold.  Operations resumed at 
0909CDT.  (OIR Update 0600CDT 04 Jul; SITU Houston 1716CDT 04Jul)

•  Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 1:  Planned startup of 
the system and production of oil is now Wednesday, 07 July.  The 4000’ Free 
Standing  Riser (FSR) is fully in place.   The 1,350’ flexible, CDP 
manifold to FSR base, installation is complete.  The 1,200’ flex hose that 
will attach  the Junk Shot Manifold to the CDP Manifold is 
connected to the CDP manifold and has been made. The BOA DEEP C is scheduled 
to move into position  and attempt to attach it to the Junk Shot 
Manifold today while lightering ops are ongoing, provided the sea state and 
wind direction will allow the  two vessels safely work within 40’ 
of each other.  The Quick Connect/Disconnect (QC/DC) will be connected to the 
top of FSR through a 1,060’ 6”  flex hose. HELIX PRODUCER 1 will 
move into position tonight in preparation to start assembly of the QC/DC Buoy 
and connection of the 1060’ flex  hose.  Approximately 48 hours of 3’ 
or less seas are required to complete the remaining work on the HELIX PRODUCER 
1. Provided the 1060’ flexible  riser and QC/DC are successfully 
assembled, flushing lines with Glycol will commence on Wednesday 06 July. 
(Houston Update 2000EDT 04 Jul)

 •  MC 252 Well Bore Capping Plan:  The transition spool and capping 
stack is on board DISCOVERER INSPIRATION (9409936) located in MC462.  The 
capping  stack was successfully tested to 10,000 psi and the 
deployment assembly is being installed. The flange splitter system scheduled 
to be on scene and  pre deployed to sea bed after lightering ops 
are completed.  Machining on the “latch cap” contingency system continues.  
The Single Valve Manifold  is in route to Fourchon.  The flex joint 
straightening tool has completed alignment of the flange and flex joint and 
have achieved the desired  angle for use of the capping stack.  
Alignment blocks are being placed to maintain the correct alignment. (Houston 
Update 2000EDT 04 Jul)

•  DD-II: 2nd Relief Well – They have drilled to 13,873’ and ran 
their 13-5/8” casing string.  They landed the casing string and cemented the 
13-5/8”  casing today.(Houston OIR 1847EDT 04 Jul)

•  DD-III: 1st Relief Well – DD3 will stop drilling at a depth of 
17,874’ (100’ from penetration).  They have currently drilled to 17,710’ MD 
and  conducted ranging run #7.  They will now drill to 17,770’ MD and 
conduct ranging run #8.  There are two more ranging runs planned after #8 
before  they get to their next casing point which is the 9-7/8”.  
(Houston OIR 1847EDT 04 Jul)

•  On July 04 at approximately 1000, an Alabama Theodore Industrial 
Park employee became sea sick.  His vitals were normal and an IV was started 
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to  replenish fluids.  The employee was sent home for the day.  (ICP
Mobile 1802EDT 04Jul)

V/R,

OSC Blair Stanifer
National Incident Command (NIC)
Situation Unit
24 hour hotline - 202-372-1710

NIC Flag Brief 0630EDT 05Jul.pdfNIC Flag Brief 0630EDT 05Jul.pdf
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National Incident Commander Objectives: 

1. Establish and manage a coordinated interagency response effort to effectively employ all resources 
required to mitigate current and long term environmental and economic impacts of the incident. 

2. Engage and inform the public, stakeholders and the media, keeping them apprised of response activities 
and plans. 

3. Engage across all levels of government to develop courses of action for issues that span multiple agencies 
and departments. 

 
Unified Area Command Objectives: 

1. Ensure the safety and welfare of citizens and response personnel. 
2. Control the source of the spill. 
3. Continue to contain, recover, and dispose of spilled material. 
4. Continue to maximize use and availability of advanced source control and response technologies. 
5. Continue to maximize the protection, assessment, and response to environmentally, sensitive areas and 

wildlife risk. 
6. Ensure stakeholders, government officials, and the public are kept informed of source control and 

response actions. 
7. Minimize social, political, economic, and environmental impacts. 
8. Continue to optimize critical resource utilization and effectiveness from all agencies and organizations 

across all response areas. 
9. Ensure sustainability by conducting strategic planning to address long-range planning concerns; including 

worst case scenarios, contingencies, resources, logistics, and potential gaps. 
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Highlights of the Last Operational Period:  (UAC Exec Sum 04 Jul) 

• No controlled burns completed, 0 dispersant flights 
• Q4000 flowback in progress and stable 
• Enterprise maintained oil recovery; stable operations. Lightering operations aborted due to 

adverse weather 
• Continued subsea dispersant injection at 7.9 gpm 
• DDII rigged up and started casing run 
• DDIII drilled to 17,630’ and prepared to conduct magnetic ranging run #6 
• CDP 1 conducted successful pressure test of 1,350’ jumper 
• CDP 2: set suction pile, and installed clump weight and QC/DC buoy 
• NOAA has expanded the closed fishing area to include portions of the slick moving beyond the 

area’s current northwestern boundary.  The closed area now represents 81,181 square miles 
which is approximately 33.5 percent of GOM federal waters.  Details can be found at 
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/. (NIC Bulletin 2348EDT 04 Jul) 

• As of 0000EDT 05 Jul, 38,600 bbls have been transferred to the CASCADE. 
• On July 04 at approximately 1000, an Alabama Theodore Industrial Park employee became sea 

sick.  His vitals were normal and an IV was started to replenish fluids.  The employee was sent 
home for the day.  (ICP Mobile 1802EDT 04Jul) 

 
Weather: (NWS NHC 0330EDT 05 Jul) 
A STATIONARY FRONT EXTENDS FROM NORTHERN FLORIDA TO  
A 1011 MB LOW NEAR 27.5N90W. THE LOW IS FORECAST TO TURN NW AND  
REACH THE SOUTHERN LOUISIANA COAST MON EVENING AS IT BECOMES  
DIFFUSE. LOW PRES...POSSIBLE TROPICAL CYCLONE...WILL MOVE ACROSS  
THE YUCATAN CHANNEL INTO THE GULF OF MEXICO MONDAY NIGHT. THE  
LOW WILL BE NEAR 24N90W TUE NIGHT...27N93W WED NIGHT...AND NEAR  
THE TEXAS COAST THU NIGHT. 
 
Weather On-Scene:  

• TODAY: South winds 5 to 10 knots. Seas 1 to 2 feet. Protected waters a light chop. Chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.  

• TONIGHT: Southeast winds 10 to 15 knots. Seas 1 to 2 feet. Protected waters choppy. Chance of 
showers and thunderstorms 

• TUESDAY: Southeast winds 10 to 15 knots.  Seas 3 to 5 feet. Seas and protected waters choppy.  
Thunderstorms likely . 

• WEDNESDAY:  Winds shifting East Southeast 15-20 knots.  Seas 6 to 8 feet.  Seas rough.  
Numerous scattered showers and squalls.  
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Source Control: (UAC Exec Sum 04 Jul) 

  0000-2359CDT 04 July Total Recovered/Flared to date: 

Vessel  OIL  GAS  OIL  GAS  

DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE  
 

16,924 bbls  38.0 million cubic 
ft of gas  

472,216 bbls  
 
*includes collection total 
for Riser Insertion Test 
Tube (RITT - 22,158 bbls) 

1069.4 million 
cubic ft of gas 
* includes collection total 
for Riser Insertion Test 
Tube (RITT – 88.4 gas)  

Q4000  8,036 bbls  19.0 million cubic 
ft of gas  

160,388 bbls  340.0 million cubic 
ft of gas  

Cumulative oil/gas 
recoverd  

24,960 bbls  57.0 million cubic 
ft of gas  

632,604 bbls  1409.5 million 
cubic ft of gas  

 
• DISCOVERER ENTERPRISE (DE):  Lightering operations with the OVERSEAS CASCADE 

started at 1534EDT.  Current weather conditions are favorable for lightering. Lightering ops 
require 24 hours for full discharge.  They continue to inject methanol at the top hat to prevent 
hydrate plugging; continue to optimize recovery.  (NIC Bul 1542EDT 04 Jul) 

• Sub-sea Dispersant: From 0000-1200L 04 July dispersants were injected at the BOP at an 
average rate of 6.75 gallons per minute.  Due to short-term dispersant application shut-downs, 
dispersant injection rates ranged throughout the 12 hour period from 3.9 to 8.3 gallons per 
minute.   There were three application shut downs: one beginning at 0150 for 24 minutes, one 
beginning at 0223 for 9 minutes, and one beginning at 0244 for 26 minutes.  (Houston Update 
2000EDT 04 Jul) 

• Q4000: recovered and burned a total of 8,176 barrels of oil and flared 19.3 million cubic feet of 
gas over the 24-hour period from 0000-2400 hrs on 7/03/2010; continue to optimize recovery.  
There was a temporary shutdown of operations at 0847CDT, 04 Jul, due to a Process Safety Low 
trip on the water curtain manifold.  Operations resumed at 0909CDT.  (OIR Update 0600CDT 04 
Jul; SITU Houston 1716CDT 04Jul) 

• A WHALE: which is an oil tanker that was converted to be a giant skimmer, is in the field and 
has completed its testing.  Results of the test are forthcoming.  This tanker collects water and oil 
through jaws which are submerged just below the water line.  It has the potential to skim up to 1 
million bbls of oil in 15 days, this is subject to the condition of oil/water mixture. (OIR Update 
1800CDT 03 Jul) 

• Short Term Containment: Top Hat – Top Hat #4 is in place over the MC 252 BOP and 
producing oil in conjunction with ENTERPRISE.  Seas at ENTERPRISE were reported to be 4’ 
to 6’. Top Hat #3 is available, located on the mud mat.  Top Hat #10 is available, located on the 
deck of ENTERPRISE.  There are no plans to change Top Hats at this time. (Houston Update 
1200EDT 04 Jul) 

• Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 1:  Planned startup of the system and production 
of oil is now Wednesday, 07 July.  The 4000’ Free Standing Riser (FSR) is fully in place.   The 
1,350’ flexible, CDP manifold to FSR base, installation is complete.  The 1,200’ flex hose that 
will attach the Junk Shot Manifold to the CDP Manifold is connected to the CDP manifold and 
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has been made. The BOA DEEP C is scheduled to move into position and attempt to attach it to 
the Junk Shot Manifold today while lightering ops are ongoing, provided the sea state and wind 
direction will allow the two vessels safely work within 40’ of each other.  The Quick  
 
Connect/Disconnect (QC/DC) will be connected to the top of FSR through a 1,060’ 6” flex hose. 
HELIX PRODUCER 1 will move into position tonight in preparation to start assembly of the 
QC/DC Buoy and connection of the 1060’ flex hose.  Approximately 48 hours of 3’ or less seas 
are required to complete the remaining work on the HELIX PRODUCER 1. Provided the 1060’ 
flexible riser and QC/DC are successfully assembled, flushing lines with Glycol will commence 
on Wednesday 06 July. (Houston Update 2000EDT 04 Jul) 

• Long Term Containment and Disposal Plan 2:  To increase redundancy, BP will install a 
secondary subsea anchor, FSR, and float cans.  The air can and subsea anchor are complete.   
Suction pile installation will start 04 July, weather permitting.  FSR 2 has been constructed and 
all components are staged in Port Fourchon.  Keel hauling of air cans for FSR2 commenced 
today.  Installation will commence once the first FSR installation is completed with startup and 
“first oil” anticipated OOA 19 July. (Houston Update 1200EDT 04 Jul) 

• MC 252 Well Bore Capping Plan:  The transition spool and capping stack is on board 
DISCOVERER INSPIRATION (9409936) located in MC462.  The capping stack was 
successfully tested to 10,000 psi and the deployment assembly is being installed. The flange 
splitter system scheduled to be on scene and pre deployed to sea bed after lightering ops are 
completed.  Machining on the “latch cap” contingency system continues.  The Single Valve 
Manifold is in route to Fourchon.  The flex joint straightening tool has completed alignment of 
the flange and flex joint and have achieved the desired angle for use of the capping stack.  
Alignment blocks are being placed to maintain the correct alignment. (Houston Update 
2000EDT 04 Jul) 

• Subsea Tie-In: As the containment fleet continues to expand to capture flow from the Macondo 
well, BP is initiating a plan to tie Macondo into nearby depleted wells. This will allow Macondo 
flow to be redirected.  If there is a hurricane that halts surface containment operations before a 
relief well can be complete, then a hurricane-safe containment/storage option may partially 
capture the flow until the hurricane passes and containment ops can be restarted. (Houston 
Update 1200EDT 04 Jul) 

• Rigel: The ENI operated Rigel well (nearly depleted gas well) is approximately 2 miles from 
Macondo.  After installation of the pressure containing cap on the BOP, it may be possible to tie 
in to the depleted Rigel well and inject some oil into the reservoir via the CDP manifold.  Survey 
work and laying of mudmats commenced today and construction is estimated to start on 17 July. 
Department of the Interior approved the option to plan for installation of this equipment.  All 
hardware has been obtained to allow execution of this option.  (Houston Update 1200EDT 04Jul) 

• Na Kika: The BP operated Na Kika flow loop is approximately 12 miles from Macondo.  After 
installation of the pressure containing cap, it may be possible to tie in to the flow loop and 
produce the oil back to the Na Kika facility.  During hurricane evacuation, it may be possible to 
inject some oil into reservoirs that Na Kika is already producing off of.  All hardware has been 
obtained to allow execution of this option. This option could be a long term production solution 
as well. (Houston Update 1200EDT 04 Jul) 
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Relief Well Data: (Houston Update 1200EDT 04 Jul) 
 

 
Total Drill Depth 
(MD=measured  or total 
drilled depth in feet) 

Day # of Est. 
Completion Days 

Comments  

DD-II  13,873’ 38 of 104 (37 %)  T-Time 110 hrs; 
 Drilling of relief wells are 
not expected to be impacted 
by high sea state 

DD-III  17,710' 62 of 104 (60%) T-Time 111 hrs; 
Drilling of relief wells are 
not expected to be impacted 
by high sea state 

 
 

• DD-II: 2nd Relief Well – They have drilled to 13,873’ and ran their 13-5/8” casing string.  They 
landed the casing string and cemented the 13-5/8” casing today.(Houston OIR 1847EDT 04 Jul) 

• DD-III: 1st Relief Well – DD3 will stop drilling at a depth of 17,874’ (100’ from penetration).  
They have currently drilled to 17,710’ MD and conducted ranging run #7.  They will now drill to 
17,770’ MD and conduct ranging run #8.  There are two more ranging runs planned after #8 
before they get to their next casing point which is the 9-7/8”.  (Houston OIR 1847EDT 04 Jul) 

 
(Houston Source Control Vessels 04 Jul)  
Name  Flag  Status/Location  Current Function  Comments 
Q4000  United 

States  
On Scene  Containment  

Continues to recover production and flare 
gas.  

T-Time 69 
hours 
Operations may 
conintue in sea 

states < 12’  
DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE  

Marshall 
Islands  

On Scene  Containment  
Continues to recover production, flare gas, 
and store oil.  

T-Time 114 
hours 
Operations may 
conintue in sea 

states < 12’  

HELIX PRODUCER I  Bahamas  At staging area  Oil Production  
 Landed and latched the 1350’ jumper to the 
CDP manifold, next steps are to test the 
connection. Marker buoys for the suction pile 
on the 2nd free standing riser have been set. 

Critical hook 
up operations 
possible only in 
sea states < 3-4’ 
Weather is 
still affecting 
operations. 
Forward plan 
is to install 
the 
freestanding 
riser and air 
can. 

LOCH RANNOCH  United 
Kingdom  

Anchored staging 
area  

Shuttle Tanker  
Will transfer oil from the HELIX 
PRODUCER  

Capacity is 
1,000,000 
bbls (40 
days on 
station)  
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DISCOVERER 
CLEAR LEADER  

Marshall 
Islands  

Anchored  Containment 
Will recover production 

Awaiting 
equipment  

SKANDI NEPTUNE Norway On-scene ROV operations Applying sub-
sea 
dispersants 
around the 
BOP stack 

MASSACHUSETTS  United 
States  

On-scene  Shuttle Tank Barge  
Transfers oil from the DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE  

Will be 
decontaminated 
at the LOOP 
and will 
proceed to 
Texas City, TX 
to offload.  

EVI KNUTSEN  Norway  On-scene  Shuttle Tanker  
Conducting DP trials  

Currently 
setting the 
anchors for 
the suction 
pile 
installation.  
Forward plan 
is to install 
the 
freestanding 
riser and air 
can. 

NAVION FENNIA  Bahamas  ETA to GoM 03 
July  

Shuttle Tanker  
Will transfer oil from the HELIX 
PRODUCER and the TOISA PISCES  

Inspection 
completed, 
CoC issued  

SEILLEAN  Panama  En-route to Port of Spain, 
Trinidad. ETA 09 July. 

Containment  
Will recover production  

Planning for 
inspection 
and retrofit in 
Port of Spain. 

OVERSEAS 
CASCADE  

United 
States  

On-scene Transfers oil from the DISCOVERER 
ENTERPRISE 

 

TOISA PISCES  Liberia  Corpus Christi, TX. 
Departure date for 
MC252 is 10 July. 

Undergoing modification  
Will attach to the CDP-2 free standing riser to 
process oil  

Expected to 
return to yard 
5 Jul, undergo 
modification 
and depart for 
MC252 10 
Jul.  

SEACOR RIGOROUS  United 
States  

At staging area   With transfer hose that will be used between 
HELIX PRODUCER & LOCH RANNOCH  

  

LA CHEVAL  United 
States  

At staging area  With transfer hose that will be used between 
HELIX PRODUCER & LOCH RANNOCH  

  

A WHALE Taiwan On-scene Containment; converted to a giant skimmer Undergoing 
tests 
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International Offers of Assistance: As of July 3, the NIC has received 114 offers from 42 countries, 4 
International Organizations. 

•  Govt-Govt: 64 offers, 22 countries, 4 International Organizations 
° 41 offers were for critical resources, 11 are for skimmers. 
° 35 govt-govt offers have been accepted to date. 
° 1 offer of a Transrec-150 Skimmer accepted from an International Organization (EMSA) 
° 1 new offer received from Taiwan 
° Accepted 1 offer of fire boom from China 

• Govt Facilitated and Private: 50 offers, 26 countries 
° 27 offers were government facilitated 
° 23 offers were from private companies 
° 28 offers were for critical resources, 7 are for skimmers 
° 7 have already been accepted 

Clean-Up/Response Operations Shoreside: (DWH AAG 0600 04 Jul)  
 LA MS AL FL TOTAL 

Current Miles of 
Shoreline Impact 

264.6 67.9 59.4 82.15 474.05 

People Assigned 1,810 2,808 3,991 4,060 12,669 

 
Safety/Personnel Casualties:   
 

• On July 04 at approximately 1000, an Alabama Theodore Industrial Park employee became sea 
sick.  His vitals were normal and an IV was started to replenish fluids.  The employee was sent 
home for the day.  (ICP Mobile 1802EDT 04Jul) 

  
   Environmental Impact:  

• No in-situ burning will occur until at least 06 July due to expected weather conditions & Pending 
Litigation.  

• Environmental groups are seeking a temporary restraining order to enjoin the UAC from 
conducting in-situ burning operations under the theory that activity harms sea turtles and 
therefore violates the Endangered Species Act (ESA). The environmental groups and UAC 
attorneys (CG/DOJ/BP) have agreed to continue negotiating in lieu of litigation. (NIC Bulletin 
0935EDT 03 Jul) 

• TX: NSTR(DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul)  
• LA:  Branches are preparing resources for rapid response to likely oiling in several locations 

from St. Bernard Parish to Grand Isle. Continued operations throughout Barataria Bay, South 
Pass and Grand Terre. Most branches on weather stand down. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul)  

• MS:  Cleanup crews worked to remove oil on Long Beach; mechanical recovery efforts with 
Beach Tech 2000 and manual beach cleaning conducted at Pascaoula Beach. (DWH AAG 
0600EDT 04 Jul) 
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• AL:  Resumed beach cleaning in Baldwin county from Fort Morgan to Perdido Pass. (DWH 
AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul) 

• FL: Continued mechanical and manual cleanup on Pensacola Beach and Perdido Key with heavy 
impact reported. Conducted manual cleanups in Okaloosa, Walton and Bay Counties. Responded 
to reports of light to moderate tarball impact in West Pensacola Beach east and west. Beach 
cleanup and inspections conducted on Walton County from Miramar Beach east to Dune Allen 
Beach and points west to the county line. (DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul) 

 
Port/Waterway Economic Impact:  

• All ports remain open, including the Louisiana Offshore Oil Port (LOOP).  
• Decontamination Activities: 

02 Commercial tugs and barges required DECON. (Exec Sum 1028EDT 01 Jul)  
• 80,228 sq mi (33%) of Gulf Federal waters are closed to fishing. (NOAA 28 June)  

 
Equipment & Resources Assigned: (DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul) 

 LA MS AL FL DRILL SITE Totals 

VOO 757 752 1,167 486 0 3,162 

Barges 457 78 74 28 0 637 

Other 
(Command & 
Control, Boom 

Tending, Other) 

1,525 414 563 234 24 2,764 

Skimmers, 
Inshore 

333 333 

Skimmers, 
Offshore 

63 63 

Skimmers, 
Nearshore 

159 159 

Fixed Wing 36 36 

Helo 77 77 

Total 2,739 1,244 1,804 748 24 6,563 

 
 
Financial Update: (NPFC Executive Financial Summary Report 03 Jul)  

OSLTF Emergency Fund Remaining  $31,543,260.69  

Fed Project Ceiling  $359,500,000.00  

Obligated funds to Date  $244,189, 477.06  

Fed project Ceiling Remaining  $115,310,522.94  
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BP Claims Summary: (BP Dashboard Report 02 Jul) Not reported on weekends. 

• Total Number of Claims: 92,038  
• Total Amount Disbursed: $143,969,178  
• Number of Claims Denied: 0  
• Number of Checks Disbursed: 45,458 

 
 
 
BP Claims Call Center Statistics: (BP Dashboard 02 Jul) Not reported on weekends. 

• Calls Received: 1790  
• Wait Time: 6 seconds current figures not listed 
• Calls abandoned: 19 (1%) current figures not listed 
• Non-Claims related calls: 623 current figures not listed 
• Call operator dedicated hours: 1,153 hours current figures not listed 
• Call operators: 171  
• Checks written: 1,683 
• Cumulative Checks written: 45,458  
• Managers/adjusters in field: 950 
• Claim Centers: 35 

 
Future Plans (Next 24-48 hours): (UAC Exec Sum 04 Jul)  

• Continue sub-sea dispersant; monitor pressure 
• Optimize flow back to the Enterprise; conduct lightering operations 
• Q4000 maintain flowback and flaring operations 
• DDII: run and cement casing 
• DDIII: complete magnetic ranging run #6 and drill ahead 
• CDP 1: preparation for HP1 hook up and operations 
• CDP 2: complete pre-lay survey for flowlines 

 
NIC Strategic Efforts: 
• FRTG Flow Rate Analysis  
      This improved estimate is based on more and better data that is available after the riser cut data     
      which helps increase the scientific confidence in the accuracy of the estimate.  As the  
      Government continues to collect additional data and refine these estimates, it is important to  
      realize that the numbers can change.  In particular, because the upper number is less certain, it is  
      important to plan for the upper estimate plus additional contingencies immediately.  The most  
      likely flow rate of oil is between 35,000 and 60,000 barrels per day. 
• Interagency Alternative Technology Assessment Program (IATAP) 
      M/V A WHALE - The Coast Guard Research and Development Center has assembled an  
      IATAP observation team of Coast Guard, Navy SupSalv, and NOAA representatives to  
      oversee BP testing of the skimming system on this vessel.   
• International Engagement Strategy  
      Interagency Strategic Planning (IASP) maintains country specific files on the potential for   
      Impact from the DWH pollution incident on foreign countries. To date, IASP provided briefs to   
      DOS on projections for impact to Cuba, Bahamas, and Bermuda.  Brief for Mexico is pending  
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      until DOS confirms meeting participants, time, and location specifics. If the potential for impact  
      on a foreign country becomes likely, IASP will initiate notification to DOS to provide official  
      notification to the country. 
• Hurricane/Severe Weather Contingency Plan  
      Briefed S1, final draft is being completed. 
      Anticipate final approval of DWH Hurricane/Severe Weather Plans in the immediate future. 
      Follow up discussions on pre and post storm planning ongoing with DoD, FEMA, and other  
      governmental agencies 
      UAC will conduct a UAC-UIC SWCP table top exercise on 6 July.  
      CG participation planned for Joint Chiefs of Staff SWCP Critical Mission Exercise 12.1, 14 July. 
• Implementation Strategy  
      Drafted a NIC directive to guide UAC actions. Draft will be available for NIC review in the  
      immediate future. 
• Coast Guard/EPA Emergency Regulation 
      The Coast Guard and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) continue to take steps to    
      ensure that vital oil spill response equipment currently stationed throughout the country is  
      available to join the fight against BP’s leaking oil in the GOM. On 30 June, a joint Coast Guard- 
      EPA temporary interim rule, was published in the Federal Register and became effective. The  
      rule  temporarily lowers timing thresholds that require identification and staging of oil spill  
      response equipment around the country in case of an oil spill—freeing up some resources for  
      deployment to the Gulf.  Essentially this means that we are temporarily reducing the time in  
      which equipment, including vessels, must be available and “at the ready” for an oil spill so that  
      we can battle the BP oil spill with an even greater force than we have already mobilized. 
• Coast Guard Safety Zone Establishment (Boom Protection) 
      The Captains of the Port for Morgan City, LA, New Orleans, LA, and Mobile, AL, under the  
      authority of the Ports and Waterways Safety Act, has established a 20-meter safety zone  
      surrounding all Deepwater Horizon booming operations and oil response efforts taking place in  
      Southeast Louisiana.  The safety zone has been put in place to protect members of the response  
      effort, the installation and maintenance of oil containment boom, the operation of response  
      equipment and protection of the environment by limiting access to and through deployed  
      protective boom.  Violation of a safety zone can result in up to a $40,000 civil penalty. Willful  
      violations may result in a class D felony.  
• Critical Resources Strategic Planning (DWH AAG 0600EDT 04 Jul)  
      At 0900EST, 01 July the Homeport Oil Skimmer Web-form was activated.  The form requests  
      information from manufacturers, vendors, and/or owners of oil skimming equipment, seeking the  
      availability of skimmers that could potentially be used for the Deepwater Horizon Response in  
      the Gulf of Mexico.  A press release is anticipated soon. 

Skimmers  
o Current total: 555  
Boom  
o Total Deployed: 2,915,171 feet  
o Total Assigned: 272,561 feet  
o Total Staged: 935,034 feet  
o Total Ordered: 780,252 feet  
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